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a DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mil ler-Claytor  House, which s tood u n t i l  1936 on a busy i n t e r s e c t i o n  a t  t he  corner  
of 8 t h  and Church S t r e e t s  i n  downtown Lynchburg,now occupies a  p l easan t  s i t e  on the  edge 
o f  Rivers ide  Park i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  of the  c i t y .  It i s  a two-story, white  framed 
s t r u c t u r e ,  sheathed wi th  beaded weatherboards. There i s  a  box cornice  a t  t he  eaves of 
the  gable roof which is  covered wi th  standing-seam shee t  metal.  The house i s  under- 
pinned wi th  s tone  and has two end chimneys, one (present ly)  e x t e r i o r  s t a c k  b u i l t  of s tone  
t o  t h e  weatherings, wi th  b r i c k  above, and fea tu r ing  a c losed- in  e x t e r i o r  f i r e p l a c e  where 
a  d i l a p i d a t e d  k i t chen  wing was removed, and the  o t h e r  an i n t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney with an 
exposed two-story f l u s h  panel of Flemish-bond brickwork on the  gab le  end. A one-story 
porch runs the  l eng th  o f  t h e  r e a r  of the  house. 

Its two f r o n t  doors, i n  t h e  second and f o u r t h  of i t s  f i v e  ground-floor bays, mark t h e  
house a s  one of a  type o f t e n  found i n  e ighteenth-  and nineteenth-century Vi rg in ia  but  
a s  y e t  unaccounted f o r .  Tlie t h r e e  ground-floor windows have six-over-nine sash  and 
louvered b l i n d s ,  and t h e  f o u r  second-floor  bays a r e  lit by six-over-six sash  which a l s o  
have louvered b l inds .  

The house has a  pre-Georgian f i r s t - f l o o r  p l an  with a  h a l l  (dining room) and p a r l o r  but 
no c e n t r a l  passage, I n  t h e  i n s i d e  r e a r  c o m e r  of t h e  l a r g e r  of t h e  two rooms ( the 
p a r l o r ) ,  t h e r e  is a s t a i r  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  an open-str ing f l i g h t  wi th  turned b a l u s t e r s ,  a  
s l ender  turned newel, and a molded handra i l ,  s eve ra l  winders i n  t h e  corrler, and then a 
c losed- in  f l i g h t  a g a i n s t  t he  p a r t i t i o n  wa l l .  The only  s i g n i f i c a n t  decora t ive  f e a t u r e  
i n  the  room is t h e  mantel. A p a i r  of f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  frame a segmentally . 
arched f i r e b o x  and suppor t  a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  wi th  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  
A band of denti1work:sets &he -frkeze of,£..from, the-molded s h e l f .  There is a double-beaded 
chairboard c a r r i e d  around the  room. 

The d in ing  room has  a  mantel very  sbli-Lar t w  that in t h e  p a r l o r ,  except  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
no c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  i n  t h e  f r i e z e ,  and the  d e n t i l s  a r e  of a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  form. Flush 
wainscot wi th  a  molded c a p s h e a t h e s  the  w a l l s  of t h i s  room. On t h e  secorld f l o o r  a r e  two 
nondescript  Greek Revival mantels  of a  l a t e r  d a t e  than  t h e  house; the  t h i r d  f l o o r  has 
no f i r e p l a c e s .  Archi t rave  door and window frames and six-panel ,  ra i sed-panel  doors wi th  
i r o n  locks and HL hinges a r e  used throughout t h e  house. 

The bui ld ing  benef i t ed  f r q n  a c a r e f u l  moving a n d r e s t o r a t i o n .  It was rescued from a 
very d i l ap ida ted  cond i t ion  and re tu rned  to a  sound s t a t e  with most o r  5ts o r i g i n a l  
f a b r i c  r e t a ined .  
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STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Mil ler-Claytor  House, o r i g i n a l l y  loca ted  i n  downtown Lynchburg, is bel ieved t o  be 
t h e  f o u r t h  house t o  have been e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  new town, and is probably t h e  o l d e s t  e x t a n t  
Lynchburg dwelling. Moved t o  a new s i t e  i n  the  c i t y ' s  Rivers ide  Park i n  order  t o  be 
preserved, t h e  house su rv ives  a s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  example of urban ve rnacu la r  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
Among t h e  prominent Lynchburgers t o  have l i v e d  t h e r e  a r e  Thomas Wiat t ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  
mayor, and Ann Ursula Byrd, widow of Francis  Otway Byrd of Westover. 

. . . . .  . . . 

I n  1790, John Mi l l e r ,  a l o c a l  t ave rn  keeper,  purchased Lot 15  i n  t h e  newly organized 
town of Lynchburg from Nathaniel  Thackson for-h40. It i s  almost c e r t a i n  t h a t  he  b u i l t  
t h e  present  house soon afterward.  Three years  l a t e r  he s o l d  t h e  qua r t e r -ac re  l o t  "with 
the  mansion house" t o  h i s  son-in-law Thomas Wiat t  f o r  a token sum o f  f i v e  s h i l l i n g s .  A 
Mutual Asscirance Soc ie ty  po l i cy  taken o u t  by Wiat t  i n  1799 desc r ibes  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  essen- 
t i a l l y  a s  i t  remains: a "Dwelling house 34 f e e t  by 20. two s t o r i e s  high b u i l t  o f  wood & 

d covered wi th  wood. underpin wi th  s tone .  two b r i c k  chimneys--". Wiat t  s o l d  t h e  house 
! i n  1802 t o  i f i l l iam Warwick who l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  e i g h t  years .  I n  1805 Wiatt  was e l e c t e d  

Lynchburg's f i r s t  mayor. Benjamin Essex, who owned.the proper ty  from 1810 u n t i l  1825 was 
a t a i l o r  and h i s  wife was a m i l l i n e r .  H i s  shop and m i l l i n e r  house run by h i s  wife ,  along 
with t h e i r  dwell ing were loca ted  i n  t h e  same block wi th  t h e  Mil le r -Claytor  House. The . 

I 
i 1819 mortgage - i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  house was: fur .rental.. purposles; Among. t h e  r e n t e r s  i n  
j t h i s  time period was the  fami ly  of Owen Owens. Mrs. Owemopened a school  i n  Lynchburg 
I f o r  g i r l s  teaching .art;-  penmanship, and needlework. T h i s  fami ly  ifad. ' a . subs tan t i a1  li- 
f bra ry  and even tua l ly  launched t h e  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  c i r c u l a t i n g  l i b r a r y .  
i . .~ . 

1 Samuel c l a y t o r  bought t h e  house t h a t  bea r s  h i s  name f o r  h i s  w i f e  i n  1825, ' for  $1,000. 

1 From Clay to r ' s  e s t a t e  i t  passed i n  1837 t o  Andrew E l l i o t  and then  f o u r  yea r s  l a t e r  t o  

i h b r o s e  Page. It was Page who r e n t e d  t h e  dwell ing t o  Ann Ursula Byrd (died 1844); h i s  
family he ld  the  proper ty  u n t i l  1921. I n  1936, t h e  imminent demol i t ion  of the  house t o  
znake way f o r  a s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  l e d  r o  the  formation of t h e  Lynchburg H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  

j and t h e  subsequent removal of t h e  house t o  i t s  p resen t  s i t e .  
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  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY VIITHIN THE STATE IS 

STATE- S 
NATiON 4L - LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preseryation officer far the  National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89-665). 1 
hsieby nominate this property for inclusion in t h e  Nat io r4  Register and certify That i t  has he?n evaluated according to  the 
criteria and ~rocedures  set forth bv the National Park Service. 
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