
Warwick House 

-~ 

5 .  classification ...................................... ------------- -_--------I----- 

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
x private - - - public-local - public-State - public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
x building (s) - - 
- district - site 
- structure - object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 0 buildings 

-0- -0- sites 
-0- -0- structures 
-0- -0- objects 
-1- -- -0- - - Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter I*N/A1* if property is not part of 
a multiple property listing.) - --------- N/A ----------- - - - - - - - -  we----- ---------- 
6. Function or Use ------------------ ------------------ 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: DOMESTIC sub: Single dwelling 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Commerce Sub: Offices 

7 .  Description ------------------ ------------------- 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Federal 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation Brick 
walls Brick 

roof Metal: tin 
other 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Warwick House 

--------------=- 
a. statement of Significance _----_- --------- ----------------- 
m l i c a b l e  H a t i e l  Register .Cr i . te r ia  (Mark "xu i n  one or  more C r i t e r i a  Considerat ions (Mark 1. in a l l  the boxes that apply. 
boxes f o r  t he  c r l t e r t a  q u a l l f y l n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  Nat lona i  
Regis ter  l i s t i n g )  - A owned by a rsitgtou. ,nstltut,on or usad for reilgtous purposas. 

- A proper~y IS ~S.DCI .~ .~  ~ 8 t h  want* that havemad. a.tgn,fisant sonrrlbutlon - B I ~ O V . ~  from it* ongtnal losatton. 
to the broad pattarn. of mu, hwtorv. 

- C a birthplan or a grave. 

. . B PIO~.I~Y %. m.sao1a1.d with the l ivm 01 pe?.on. m~gn~ficant in our past. 
- 0 a CM.I.IV. 

_X_  c Property embodlm ih. di.t#nsl!v. sharmct.ri.t~n of a type. period. or 
mathod of sonstrustlon or raprant. the work of a master. or possr.a - E a r-nstructed bubldtng, obiect.Ol 11r~C1Ur~. 
high ert~sllo v.1~1. or n P I I M n  o~pnlfiomt and dlstmgw.h.bi. n t l t y  
who.. components I k k  individwi disttnct!on. - F a ~~m-lauv. PIOP.~. 

- 0 P~op.rtv ha. vlUded. or 3s Ihkelv lo v ~ d d  ~nfornutton tmporfant in pmcsmry - ir.m 50 yurm of ag.c.r.chtwed .~gn l~o .nn  wcthm tho past 5 0  year 
0,  hl.t~ry. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

- -- 

Period of Significance 1826-1880 

Significant Dates 1826 
---. 

-. 
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

~rchitect/Builder unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property or 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

------ ------------ ----------------- 7 

9. Major Bibliographical References .................... ------------------- 
'[Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one 
or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous d o c u m t a t i o n  on f i l e  (NPS) Pr imary  Loca t i on  o f  A d d i t i o n a l  Data - p r e l i m i n a r y  de te rm ina t i on  of individual l i s t i n g  (36 CFR 67) - x - S t a t e  H is to r ic  P rese rva t i on  O f f i c e  
has been requested. - Other S t a t e  agency 

X- prev ious l y  l is ted i n  the N a t i o n a l  Reg is te r  - Federal  agency - p r e v i o u s l y  determined e l i g i b l e  by t h e  Na t iona l  Regis ter  - Local  governnent - designated a Nat ional  H i s t o r i c  Lac&ark  - U n i v e r s i t y  - recorded by H i s t o r i c  American Bu i  Ldings Survey X Other 

- recorded by H i s t o r i c  American Engineer ing Record X - & of repos i to ry :  VA Dept. o f  H i s t o r i c  Resources 



10. Geographical Data -- -- -- -- - 

Acreage of Property less than one acre  

uTM References 
(Place  a d d i t i o n a l  UTH r e fe rences  on a con t inua t ion  shee t )  

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See con t inua t ion  shee t .  

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe t h e  boundaries of t h e  p roper ty  on a cont inuat ion  shee t . )  
City of Lynchburg, l o t  024-35-013 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why t h e  boundaries were s e l e c t e d  on a cont inuat ion  shee t . )  
The boundaries encompass t h e  l o t  on which the  house sits t h a t  has been 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  assoc ia ted  with t h e  Warwick property. 

Form Pre~ared Bv 
- 

name/title-Dr. P e t e r  W. H o u c k ( e d i t e d  by J. Vosmik, VA Oept. of H i s t o r i c  Resources) 

organization-Warwick House Publ ish ing d a t e  June 15, 1994- 

s t r e e t  & number-720 Court S t r e e t  telephone 804-846-1200 
c i t y  o r  town-Lynchburg s t a t e_% z i p  code - 24504- . 
Additional Documentation 

Submit the following iccrm with the compleccd form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS mrp 0.5 or IS minute wries) indiesling the pmpcny'r location. 
A sketch map for himno diaricu .ad pmpcnies having large s s n g e  or numerous rcwrurccr, 

Photographs 
ReprtwnUtivc black and while photographs of the pmprny 

Addit ional  items 
(Check wilh the SHPO or FPO for any additional item) 

~ ~ ~~ 

(Complete t h i s  i t e m  a t  t h e  reques t  of  t h e  SHPO o r  FPO.) 

name/t i t le-  D r .  P e t e r  W. Houck 

s t r e e t  6 number-720 Court Street telephone 804-846-1200 
c i t y  o r  t o w n L y n c h b u r g  atate-% z i p  code - 24504- 
=========i======E--I==== 
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The John Marshall Wanvick House was built in 1826 by prominent Lynchburg tobacconist and 
city mayor, John Marshall Wanvick. It is sited at the north comer of Court and Eighth Streets 
and was one of the first houses to be built on the crest of Lynchburg Hill, later to be called 
Court House Hill, overlooking the James River. The design exhibits the transition from the 
Federal to the Greek Revival styles that was occurring during the time and is distinctive for the 
decorative panels between the first and second floors. This detail lends a refinement unusual for 
this period in Lynchburg. The Wanvick House has a high degree of physical integrity and 
possesses a number of architectural features that distinguish it from other Lynchburg houses of 

- the period. 

Located within close proximity to both of Lynchburg's wurthouses, the Wanvick House 
occupies a small city lot on the comer of Court and Eighth Streets within a local historic district. 
Though originally it possessed several outbuildings to the rear of its steep lot, these no longer 
remain. The house is situated so that it faces Court Street and its southeast end elevation abuts 
its neighbor. The sidewalks in front of the house are stone, as are the gutters leading from the 
house to the street. A lid inset in the sidewalk provides access to an underground coal chute that 
deposited wal into a storage room in the basement. 

The house exhibits the transition from the Federal to the Greek Revival style and is one of the 
last large brick mansions built during the city's first flush of prosperity. The two-story residence 
was substantial in size and finely appointed for its time of wnsauction. 

Consisting of two floors on a raised basement, the house has a Georgian plan, a hipped metal- 
clad roof and two interior end chimneys. It measures approximately 43 x 33 feet. The facade 
is symmetrical with three bays, and a center entrance protected by a later nineteenth century 
porch. The brick is laid in Flemish bond. 

One of the most noticeable features of the facade are the recessed panels between the first and 
second floor windows. These are decorated with a swag of garland tied with ribbons and 
rosette in the center. Though there are only two, these panels add refinement to the overall 
design and display the designer's familiarity with sophisticated detailing. Nearly identical panels 
originally existed on the Executive Mansion in Richmond. 

As it is currently, the hipped roof was covered with sheet metal, and is likely one of the first 
houses in Lynchburg to use this material. Originally the roof was hidden from street-level view 
by a balustrade above the cornice and another surrounding the flat deck above the hip. It is not 
known when the balustrades were lost. The cornice consists of a simple cove above a decorative 
row of dentils alternating with diamond lozenges. Windows are six-over-six double-hung with 
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original sash and louvered shutters; the center window on the second floor is a jib and extends 
to just above the porch roof. Windows have thin marble sills and lintels, the latter embellished 
with diminutive comerblocks detailed with stylized rosettes. 

The present front porch with its scrollwork trim is obviously later than the house, but likely 
following the lines of the original. Stone steps flanked by iron balusters and railings, similar to 
those at nearby Point of Honor, lead to the porch and are lilrely original. Patches in the 
brickwork above the porch indicate that at one time there was a balustrade amund the deck. The 
existing one-story porch has a flat roof with a cornice, supported by paid brackets. Four square 
columns with simple bases and caps have intermediate caps at three quarters their height. The 
pilasters are similarly detailed. The jig-sawn curvilineax brackets and railing with stylized cut- 

-. outs are typical of the late nineteenth century. 

The front entrance, with sidelights and transom, has been reaimmed, but the original was likely 
framed within the same rectangular brick opening, a noticeable variation from the more typical ' 
arched entrances of the last decade that characterized Lynchburg's domestic architecture of that 
period. The double-leaf two-panel door has a simple surround with flanking engaged colonenes 
and a cornice above the transom. 

The side elevation has paired windows centend in the wall of each floor and a single window 
on the first floor for the rear parlor. The nar elevation is largely obscund by a rear ell and an 
enclosed portico that extends across the back. A jib window is located at the landing of the stair i 

between the second floor and attic. 
. 

The interior of the structure is arranged as a standard Georgian plan, with the stairs at the right 
side of the cenaal passage. The rear door, with i& sidelights, hansom and elegant moldings is 
reputed to be the original front door, removed when the existing m m c e  was installed. Like 
the doors leading from the hall to the first floor rooms, the original entrance door is detailed 
with an elegant s ~ ~ ~ u n d  with acanthus m 1 1  bmkcts and bulls-eye comerblocks. 

\ 

The interior reveals an original rich trim with influences of both the Fedaal and Greek R e v i d  
styles. The majority of this trim remains. Distinctive inmior features include eleven fircpbXs, 
four with original King of Prussia marble mantels, stencil-painted ceilings, several ornate g a ~  
chandeliers and a built-in walnut sec~erary desk. The stair has a turned newel and thin turned 
balusters. It curves just before reaching the second floor. Doors throughout have six panels. 

Pocket doors separate the principal rooms on the first floor which consist of a dining room and 
drawing room to the left of the entrance and opposing front and rear parion. The configuration 
of the second floor is similar, with the exception that the center hall has been partitioned W 
accommodate use as apartments. Kitchens and bathrooms are located in the two-story enclosed 
rear portico and do not impact the original plan of the house. 
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The most distinctive feature of the first floor are the carved panels above the doors, each with 
a different pattern of relief carving, The panel on the drawing room side has three swags of 
grapevine hung from rosettes. A stylized flower is centered above the curve of each swag. The 
dining room panel is detailed with a panern of circles and rosems. 

The fhplace mantel in the drawing room is grey marble with a curved shelf and centered 
xartouche. The mantel in the dining room is a black marble with Ionic columns. A finely- 
detailed cast iron fhpiace insert features swags and other details including the head of a woman. 
To the left of the -lace is located a dumbwaiter. The mantel in the rear parlor is detailed 
with Doric columns. Simpler wood mantels are located in the four rooms of the second floor. 

-- The originai kitchen is located in the basement and retains its cooking kplace. Directly across 
the hall is located the summer d i g  room. The nrnainder of the space is subdivided and 
finished; an exterior entmnce is located beneath the front porch. Given the arrangement of space, 
this basement level likely served multiple uses in addition to cooking and dining, among them * 
perhaps the housing of domestic servants. 

Study of the Mutual Assurance Society policy description reveals that few substantive changes 
have occurred since the Warwick House's consmuction. Though its ancillary buildings such as 
laundry, dairy, bathhouse and caniage house have been lost aver time, the setzing of the house 
is little altered. 

C A N E  

The Warwick House is an outstanding example of Lynchburg domestic architecture from the 
early nineteenth century and reveals the designers h m i b i t y  Gth fashionable architecture of the 
~eriod. Distinauishing it from others of the ~eriod are the recessed uanels on the facade between 
h e  first and -kc~nd-floors. A statewide &wey of houses with -similar panels revealed that 
examples are few in number. When built, the Warwick House was situated in a fashionable 
neighborhood that provided a prestigious address for its prominent owner, John Marshall 
Warwick. As a child, Warwick's grandson, John Wanvick Daniel, resided with his grandfather. 
Daniel, known as "the lame lion of Lynchburg," was a highly respected Civil War hem, United' 
States senator and famous orator. 

The Warwick House is eligible under criterion C as an important example of domestic 
Lynchburg architecture built during the 1820s. The property possesses details from both the 
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- 
Feduat and Greek Revival styles, thus illustrating the transition occurring at the time of its 
construction. It is "the only large, relatively unaltaed house nmaining from its period. "' 

The Warwick House was built bv John Marshall Wanvick (1799-1878). the son of Lynchburg's 
first mayor and himself mayor in 1833. He was also notable for his s k  as tob& m&t 
and his urnmotion of Lvnchbun's railroads. As erandfather of John Wanvick Daniel, Warwick 
assumed responsibility* for his grandson's upGringing which is widely credited as having 
profoundly influenced the young politician. 

-. 
The house is believed to have been designed by John Wills, a Lynchburg lawyer, clerk of courts 
and part-time architect. He built his home the Wi-Davis-Carter-Glass House at nearby 6th and 
Clay Streets a year following the Wanvick House, and there exist obvious similarities. ~ o s t .  
notable is the inclusion of recessed decorative panels. A study of panels from this Mod 
undertaken in the late 1980s revealed that few wamples of ciasicallydetailed panels remain. 
In 1988, molds of these panels were used to replace those missing at the Govanor's Mansion 
in Richmond. 

John Marshall W w i c k  was born in Amherst County in 1799. At four years of age he moved 
to Lynchburg. As a young adult he lived for a time in Richmond but at age 25 retuned to 
Lynchburg and remained there until his death in 1878. Successful in his business pursuits, 
Wanvick lost much of his fortune during and after the Civil War. Warwick bought lot number - 
51 of the original town plat in 1825. The house was completed by the following year as 
evidenced by the fact that it was insured by the Mutual A s s m e  Society. Both in design and .. 

location, Warwick's huse  befitted that of a successful businessman and mayor. 

The house is also l0~ally known as the childhood home of John Warwick Daniel, Warwick's 
, distinguished and greatly-admired mmdson. Daniel was born in Lynchburg on September 5, 

1842,- is life was hexorably wnn&ted to his grandfather and to hisbousc. f i e  mother of John 
Warwick Daniel. Sarah Anne Warwick Daniel. dauehter of John Marshall Wamick, died at the. 
early age of 24 when her son was only a child.'~oll&ing her death, young Daniel and his sister 
Sarah were parented by their grandparents in the Warwick House. The children's father, Judge 
W i  Daniel, Jr. was away h m  home for extended periods of time so the upbringing of the 
two children was left primarily to the grandparents. John Warwick Daniel d t e d  his 
grandfather with having been the strongest influence upon his life. Daniel went on to achieve 
fame as a lawyer, politician and orator. 

'Chambers, S. Allen, Jr. W u r v .  An -. Chariomille, VA: The 
university b, 1981, p.92. 
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Warwick lost his fortune as a muit of the Civil War. For several years prior to his death, he 
resided in more modest accommodations and presumably the house was rented. The year 
fdllowing his death the house left the family in 1879 when i t  was sold at public auction to Joseph 
Lawson, president of a local distillery. It was acquired by Judge Don P. Halsey, Jr. in 1909, 
great-grandson of John Marshall Wanvick. Halsey was a lawyer, author, lecturer, historian, 
V i  State Senator and Circuit Court Judge. He served as president of the Lynchburg 
Sesquicentennial in 1936. He owned the house until 1938 and it remained in the Halsey family 
until 1945. From 1978 to 1985 the pqe r ty  was owned by Luther Caudill, Jr. who saved the 
house from demolition and rehabilitated it. 

Despite periods of neglect and use as an officelapartment building, the Wanvick house retains 
-, its significant and distinctive features and possesses a high degree of integrity. It remains as one 

of only a few sophisticated residences of this period in Lynchburg. 
* 
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- 
- - 

Daniel. Edward M.. ~ ~ e i c h e s  u&' ~ r a r i o m  o h h n  Wanvick   hi el. +. 
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photos f or JO hn Marshall Warwick House. Lvnchburcr. VA 

Negative Number: 14574 
Negatives on file at the VA State Library, Richmond, VA 
Photographed by Julie Vosmik, November 1995 - 

1. View of front elevation, facing southwest 

2. View of side elevation, facing southeast 

3. View of front elevation, facing southwest 

4. View of front steps 

5. Detail of front panel 
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1 I Ground Floor. (Basement ) , riaruick House 

1. utility/storage room 

2. open area under rear ~ortico 

3. original kitchen 

4. Hallway 
5. old s-r dining room 

6. Current furnace room 
7. 5tairvay to maan floor 

8. aathroom 

9. Front rOm 
10. Entrance well 

Drawn by: Alan mbsey 
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Main Floor. warwick House 

% 

1. Kitchen 

:. Bathroom 

3. near porch 

4. ;;lt=nen 

5. Dathroom 

6. Original fcrrnal dxnlno room 

7 .  Hallway 

2. 'ear ;jriOI 

3. 7raulno room Drawn by:  Alan imbrev 

10. 'ran: Farlor. 1ar library) 

11. Fronc portLC0 
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2. 

5 .. 6. 7. 

I 

8. 

11. 

Kitchen 

Sathroom 

Xear porch . 
  itch en 
3edroom/living room 

1. 

6. iiallwsy 

7. Sedroom/living room 

second Floor, uamick House 

6. Bedroom 

3. 3athroom 

10. searoom 

11. Front portico roof 

Drawn by: Alan Embrcy 

- 
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Genealogical Decendency Chart 
to 

John Wanvick Daniel 

I I 
Capi. James 

Mqor William Wuw~ek 

waw'ck-T-- 

Dr. Eduard 
'"lurnl - 

Cap Williun 
Norvel I-T= 

John Marshall Suvnlv Cudine 
19-1, Nonell Wanvick I 

I 
Jul~r R i u W  - John Wanvick 
, M U ~ I  Daniel 

I m a- WmCabell 
MrPa 
aaaw 
Elwn 
Mvlh 
Roben . 

S.nhArw 
!Amd 

Donald P. 
Hakey 

S m h  Anne Judge 
Warwlcx W l l l i i  
( t i n t  wuel I Dan~el. Jr. 






