


17. DESCRIPTION 
I 1 fChsck Onal  

The entrance to  the City Cemetery - the old Methodist Cemetery - 
is  s i tuated a t  the c r e s t  of a gentle r i s e  up Taylor S t ree t  from F i f t h  S t ree t  
the main thoroughfare. m e  gates a t  Taylor S t r ee t  and Fourth S t r ee t  a r e  on 
t@e ax is  of Taylor S t ree t .  The maln avenue within the cemetery is a con- 
t inuat ion of Taylor S t ree t .  As the entrance is located precisely a t  the 
c r e s t ,  the land within the cemetery f a l l s  away t o  the southwest, the north- 
west, and to  the northeast ,  By loca l  custom the d i rec t ions  a r e  referred ta 
as  south, north,  and e a s t ,  respectively.  The ridge is surrounded by small 
s  reams feeding in to  Blackwater Creek which soon empties i n to  the James Rive I Placed within one of the most heavily populated and most intense1 
d veloped a reas  of the old c i t y ,  the open park-like space of the cemetery i s  
a welcome r e l l e f .  Following the r e s t r i c t ed  v i s t a  imposed by the houses I .  : .  
c owd~ng e l t h e r  s lde  of Taylor S t r ee t ,  the panoramic view of the ro l l ing  
h f l l s  of Lynchburg and the Blue Ridge Mountains beyond i s  breathtaking. 
Although located near the  geographic center  of the c i t y ,  the atmosphere 
p esented by the many v i s t a s  from the cemetery i s  p r i m r i l y  pastoral .  I t  i s  
t is sharp contras t  with the intensely urban which makes the cemetery a l l  
t e more appreciated.  The cemetery does, i n  f ac t ,  have one of the most 
c 1 m n d i n g  s i t e s  i n  the c i t y  of Lynchburg. It occupies the western end of 
ridge known throughout Lynchburg his tory a s  College H i l l .  The public water 
w rks which a r e  on the highest  point  of the ridge a r e  jus t  two c i t y  blocks Q f  om the cemetery. I The main avenue of the cemetery a s  it  descends the h i l l  i s  paved 
w th gran i te  cobblestones. A th in  layer of asphal t  has been applied to  the 
c n t e r  lane only. The dr ive  is bordered on e i t h e r  s ide  by regularly spaced 

1 
ture  American Arborvitae (thuja occidental is)  upwards of t h i r t y  f e e t  t a l l .  

I terspersed with the American Arborvitae a r e  Oriental  Arborvitae (thuja 
0 i e n t a l i s )  and Spirea. It i s  doubtful t ha t  many of the large t rees  which 
a ound on the s i t e  da te  from the founding of the cemetery. The majority, 
hgwever, must be qu i te  o ld ,  for  they a r e  mature t rees .  m e  maples through- 
out the cemetery a r e  noteworthy, a s  a r e  the great  var ie ty  of evergreens. 

I So many markers have been l o s t  i n  the old sect ions  the area on 
I e ~ t h e r  s ide  of the main dr ive presents a surpr is ingly open and park-like 

appearance. The notable feature  of t h i s  a r e a - i s  the group of stone walls 
edclosing family plots .  Though few i n  number, the force and vigor of these 
wqlls i m e d i a t e l y  a r r e s t  the eye. Averaging some three f e e t  i n  height, the 
walls a r e  of c losely f i t t e d  large blocks of loca l  g ran i te  matching i n  materi 
add character  the stonework of the old Lynchburg Courthouse. The s t rength 
of the walls i s  fu r ther  accented by the de l ica te  i ron fences surmounting 
them - examples of the i ron c a s t e r ' s  a r t  a t  i ts  most elaborate development. 

The grave markers i n  the old sect ions  of the cemetery encompass 
the f u l l  range of memorlal a r t .  Markers of marble, g ran i te ,  soapstone, 
s l a t e  and loca l  greenstone display the imagination of the carvers f o r  the 
past  century. The number of tabletop markers i s  unusual for  t h i s  par t  of 
v i rg in i a .  'TWO ea r ly  s l ab  type markers, each with a s ing le  s c r o l l  a t  the t o  

e paired to  give the i l l u s i o n  of a s c r o l l  pediment. Another pa i r  of 
rkers exhib i t  low r e l i e f  carving of c l a s s i c a l  landscapes with weeping 
llow t rees  surrounded with funereal motifs. The cemetery is not  without 
s kneeling angel i n  chaste white m r b l e .  
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i e charm of the  o l d e r  p a r t  of the  cemetery i s  g r e a t l y  heightened by t h e  
s ntiment of mid-nineteenth century  America t h a t  a l l  m a r k e ~ s  i n  a family group 
n ed n o t  be i d e n t i c a l .  Thus, the  massive, n a t i v e  s tone  w a l l s  might surround 
e i g h t  carved tombstones of p r i s t i n e  white  marble - each s tone  of a d i f f e r e n t  
s ze  and des ign  a s  b e f i t t e d  the  age ,  sex ,  and family r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the  
d ceased. The q u a l i t y  common t o  a l l  t h i s  group of memorials is the  abso lu te  
s i f -conf idence  i n  the  m a t e r i a l  world exh ib i t ed  i n  t h e  decade of a f f l u e n c e  
p i o r  t o  the  War Between the  S t a t e s .  These sp lendid  s h a f t s  proudly d i s p l a y  I t e i r  makers' marks, such a s  S t r u t h e r s ,  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  i n  l e t t e r s  almost  as 
ld rge  as the  name of t h e  ind iv idua l  being memorialized. 

A t  t he  foo t  of the  h i l l  a c r o s s  a x i s  t o  the  west leads  t o  the  
C n fede ra te  s e c t i o n .  The f l ags tone  pa th  passes between two l a r g e  spruce 
t 1 ees  and under a s tone  a r c h  dedica ted  t o  the  memory o f  the  Confederate dead 
bqried here .  A t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  a rch  the  p i e r s  a r e  surmounted by h ighly  
s t y l i z e d  urns.  One i s  s t r u c k  immediately by the  row upon row of uniform, 
smal l ,  whlte  marble markers. The Confederate s e c t i o n  is bounded on the  west 
by a b r i c k  w a l l  and on the  remaining s i d e s  by a t a l l  boxwood hedge. The w a l l  
wben cons t ruc ted  marked the  boundary of the  cemetery, but  today i t  s e p a r a t e s  
t e Confederate s e c t i o n  from the  modern s e c t i o n  and from p o t t e r ' s  f i e l d .  The 
w 11 of mixed bond i s  approximately e i g h t  inches t h i c k  and is capped wi th  a 
h i f-round b r i c k  course.  The w a l l ' s  p r i n c i p a l  c la im t o  a t t e n t i o n  is i ts  
a s o c i a t i o n  wi th  a book of the  cemetery records  published i n  1968 under the  I t t l e ,  " ~ e h i n d  t h e  Old Brick Wall." Along Fourth S t r e e t  the  cemetery is 'I e lc losed  wi th  a chain  l i n k  fence;  but  a s i g n  no tes  t h a t  C i t y  Council has 
a thor ized  the  r econs t ruc t ion  of a b r i c k  wa l l .  

1. Three f e a t u r e s ,  each q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from the  o t h e r ,  dominate 
t e Confederate s e c t i o n .  A s tone  o b e l i s k  on a mound is composed of four t een  
i d i v i d u a l  blocks of s t o n e  i n  graduated s i z e s .  Each block r e p r e s e n t s  a s t a t t  
wllose dead a r e  i n t e r r e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  A permanent speaker ' s  rostrum 
nkarby is i n  the  form of  a c l a s s i c a l  temple complete wi th  d o r i c  columns and 
a hemispherical  dome. lhe temple is only l a r g e  enough f o r  the  speaker  and 
t e p res id ing  chairman. Facing the  rostrum is a re inforced  concre te  bench, 
L shaped i n  plan.  The f l u i d  l i n e s  o f  the  bench te rminate  i n  a back some foul 1 
f f e t  high. I n  s t y l e  the  concre te  bench t y p i f i e s  the  exuberant  assuredness  
o f  garden s t r u c t u r e s  loca ted  a l l  a c r o s s  the  United S t a t e s  and genera l ly  
e r e c t e d  under t h e  auspices  of t h e  Works P r o j e c t  Administrat ion.  
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OLD C I T Y  CEMETERY, LYNCHBURG: From 1806 u n t i l  1965, Old C i t y  Cemetery 
served a s  a b u r i a l  p lace  f o r  t h e  prominent, bu t  a l s o  t h e  obscure;  wh i t e  and 
b lack;  f r e e  a s  w e l l  a s  s l a v e ;  n a t i v e  and f o r e i g n  born. Begun on land 
donated by John Lynch, i t  remains a memorial t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n s  
of  t h e  Lynchburg community. 

The Old C i t y  Cemetery i s  a reminder t h a t  v i a b l e  personal  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s  between b lack  and whi te  have p e r s i s t e d  over  t h e  genera t ions .  During 
t h e  an te-be l lum times, b l a c k  men and women were bu r i ed  here:  some t h e  
respec ted  and loved se rvan t s  of  Lynchburg's wh i t e  f a m i l i e s ;  o t h e r s ,  f r e e  
Negroes, i nc lud ing  one g i f t e d  i n d i v i d u a l ,  "Blind B i l ly"  Armistead, whose 
dea th  i n  1855 brought  mourning t o  Inany Lynchburg homes. 

For t h e  cen tu ry  fol lowing Appomattox --as Vi rg in ia  passed through 
r econs t ruc t ion ,  redemption, and readjustment  -- t h e  Alexanders,  t h e  Coxes, 
t h e  Gladmans and Higginbothams, t h e  Majors, Merrimans, and P r i d e s ,  t h e  
Wilkinsons and M r s .  V i rg in i a  Randolph took t h e i r  p l aces  h e r e  a long w i t h  t h e  . . l nd lgen t  o f  t h e i r  own r ace  and whi t e s  o f  a l l  classes. 

Jenny Hicks, a lady  of  c o l o r ,  "beloved of  many Lynchburgers," was but  
one of those  i n t e r r e d  h e r e  who were, i n  l i f e ,  known and respec ted  by 
members of  both races .  She had, :fie News observed i n  a n  e d i t o r i a , l  f a r e -  
w e l l ,  " t h a t  rare q u a l i t y  c a l l e d  grace  i n  her  Life." I f  Old C i ty  Cemetery 
t e s t i f i e s  t o  t h e  b i - r a c i a l ,  mu l t i -na t iona l  c h a r a c t e r  of  Lynchburg's pop- 
u l a t i o n ,  i t  a l s o  s e r v e s  t o  remind us of  t h e  community's Southerness.  

Ttro thousand and more of  t h e  Confederate  dead were bur ied  here .  
They camewith P h i l l i p ' s  Georgia Legion and t h e  Sumpter A r t i l l e r y ;  w i t h  t h e  
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11 th  M i s s i s s i p p i  and t h e  44th Alabama; from t h e  Lower and Border South; 
from as f a r  d i s t a n t  a s  West Texas and a s  n e a r  a s  t h e  Maryland Eas tern  Shore. 
During "four yea r s  of  arduous s e r v i c e t r  w i t h  t h e  Army of  Northern Vi rg in i a ,  
s c o r e s  of  hundreds of  s o l d i e r s  passed through Lynchburg's make-shif t  
h o s p i t a l s .  Those who d ied  from t h e i r  wounds o r  i l l n e s s e s  were bur ied  he re  
unless  cond i t ions  and d i s t a n c e s  permi t ted  removal t o  t h e i r  homes. 

I n  t h e  y e a r s  immediately fo l lowing t h e  War, and then a g a i n  sporad ica l Iy ,  
Lynchburg observed a n  annual  Decorat ion Day t o  honor t h e  f a l l e n  s o l d i e r s .  
The e n t i r e  community might p a r t i c i p a t e  one year--as  i n  1868; and only a few 
widows and orphans t h e  nex t .  This same tendency--from g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  
shee r  n e g l e c t  and back again--has been ev iden t  i n  t h e  community,'~ a t t i t u d e  
towards t h e  gene ra l  maintenance o f  t h e  cemetery. 

Var and peace, su r rende r  and perseverance;  l a c k  of concern, dedica ted  
devot ion ,  love  and ha te ;  anonymity and i d e n t i t y ;  t h e  s t o r y  of  a people and 
region. a r e  recorded h e r e  i n  t ab le - top  monuments, t i n y  and crudely-cut  s t o n e r ,  
and i n  graves which were l e f t  o r  have become unmarked. HPP 
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Descr ip t ion  by Robert H. Garbee, A.I.A., Lynchburg, V i rg in i a  
C.H.M. Eaber & E. L. Moore, Behind t h e  Old Brick Wall: A Cemetery Story, 

Richmond, V i rg in i a ,  1968. 
Rosters  of  B u r i a l s  i n  t h e  Main Sec to r  (1806-1913), and i n  t h e  Confederate  
1 Sec t ion  of  This  Cemetery; Baber & Moore, w., Appendices. 
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The cemetery boundary on t h e  e a s t  l i e s  a long  Fourth S t r e e t  from mid b lock  
between Floyd and Wise t o  t h e  co rne r  of  Fourth S t r e e t  and Monroe S t r e e t .  
I t  then  fo l lows  Monroe S t r e e t  northward t o  F i r s t  S t r e e t .  A s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
through t h e  bottom l e a d s  t o  a  p o i n t  where Garland S t r e e t  t e rmina te s  a t  the 
Southern Rai l road .  I t  fo l lows  t h e  Southern Rai l road  boundary t o  a  po in t  
nea r  Floyd S t r e e t  and then  fo l lows  a n  i r r e g u l a r  l i n e  back t o  Fourth S t r e e t  
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