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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Diamond Hill Historic District is an irregularly shaped district approximately
14 blocks in area. Located on one of the seven hills of Lynchburg, the district is
wedged between the Lynchburg Expressway (Rt. 29) to the south and the city's central
comeercial core to the north., Steep hillsides couple with changes in land use and
historical precedent in defining the north, east, and south borders. Borders to the
southwest and west remain arbitrary and follow recommendatlons of the Lynchburg Board of
Architectural Review.

An attractlve residential nelghborhood the Diamond Hill Historic Di strlct was lald out s~

on a grid plan’ modified to accommodate the 1rregularit1es of the terrain. "~ Only CYay Street
retains its original brick surface, all other streets having been paved over. Several
streets are tree-lined (see: Madison and Clay Streets), and many houses exhibit land-
scaped yards. Ornamental cast— and wrought-iron fences and stone and decomative brick
sidewalks appear at random intervals throughout the district. These elements, together
with landscaping features, impart color and warmth to street views and help define the
residential character of the neighborhood.

. While experiencing its greatest period of growth at the turn of the century, the
district holds several mid-19th-century houses. The oldest residence, presently vacant
and in disrepair, stands at 1301 Madison (Vernacular, ca. 1817, altered ca. 1875).
Morris' Folly (Vernacular/Greek Revival, altered), a two-story, brick residence at 1310
Church Street, dates from ca. 1869. Two Gothic Revival houses are found at 1418-20
Harrison (ca. 1855, moderately altered ca. 1900) and 602 Washington {ca. 1852). This
latter house exhibits an elaborate cast-iron stair and porch unique in Lynchburg. Other
early houses found on Diamond Hill are 305 Washington (Vernacular, ca. 1849; ca. 1865),
313 Washington (Vernacular, ca. 1855), 503 Washington (Vernacular, ca. 1850), 618 Pearl
(Vernacular, ca. 1850), 700 Pearl (Italianate, 1862), 1411-13 Church (Greek Revival/
Ttalianate, ca. 1860), 1501 Church (Vernacular, ca. 1845), and 515 13th St. (Vermacular,
ca., 1850).

. Most houses. on Diamond Hill were erected during the late 19th and early 20th
centuries and range from speculative houses erected as rental units (see: 1400 block
Church Street, 13th Street, and Diamond Street), to such upper-middle-class residences as
517 Washington (Beaux Arts, 1910-11), 419 Washington (Colonial Revival, 1901, and 1314
Clay Street (Colonial Revival, 1901).

The more formidable residences of Diamond Hill line Washington and Clay streets,
and sections of Pearl and Madison streets. Included among these are an unusually high
number of Georglan Revival houses. Of the 12 examples found on Diamond Hill, the out-
standing examples are 508 Washington, 400 Washington, and 1411 Madison. Two almost
idencical Georgian Revival dwellings at 1304 and 1308 Clay Street were built in 1906.

¢ At first glance, 500 Washington Street (Queen Anne, ca. 1898) appears to set itself
off from itz classically derived neighbors with its massive entrance portico, octagonal
corner tower, and decorative terra cotta brick. However, closer inspection reveals the
underlying form of the building to be a 5-bay, Georgian Revival house capped by a high-
pitched, hipped rccf.,

The Colonial Revival was also populart thirteen houses in this style are located
within the district's confines. Prominent examples are found at 419 Washington Street
and 313 and 314 Clay Street. Little construction in the Eastlake and Queen Anne styles

(See Continuation Sheet # 2)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- Diamond Hill, once one of Lynchburg's most fashionable residential neighborhoods,
enjoyed its greatest prosperity -at the turn of the century. This period was marked by
construction of numerous new residences ranging from speculative builder /rental units to
stately, architect~designed town houses. Prominent businesswen and civic leaders
, including bankers, tobacco manufacturers, attorneys, mayors, councilmen, and state
legislators, clustered in this area along Washington, Clay, Pearl, and Madison streets,
erecting large houses for themselves and their families.

Their choice of architecture was most often either Georgian or Colonial Revival. Of
the 26 houses lining Washington Street, almost two-thirds were erected in these styles.
On Clay Street, almost half the residences are Colonial or Georgian Revival.

The high incidence of Georgian and Colonial Revival houses on Diamond Hill is
attributed to 1) the declining popularity of the more picturesque Eastlake and Queen Anne
styles, and 2) the conservative nature of Diamond Hill's population. Shunning the
Shingle and Craftsman styles as "low art" architecture, residents of Diamond Hill turned
to the grander imagery of the ordered, balanced, classically inspired Georgian and
Colonial Revivals, Twelve Georgian Revival houses appear within the district. The most
formidable of these is 508 Washington (1909), designed by J.M.B. Lewis. The house,
sheathed in Flemish-bond brick with glazed headers, is fronted by a ceniral, semicircular
portico topped by a balustraded deck. The first-floor entrance is framed by decorative
multi-pane sidelights and transom. Architrave tripartite windows are set in the first-floor
side bays. Double doors topped by an elliptical fanlight front on to the second-floor
porch deck. A decorative wrought-iron fence and gate set the house off from the street and
add to the overall formal composition. Other stately examples of the Georgian Revival are
found at 400 Washington and 1420 Madison streets.

Notable examples of the Colonial Revival are seen at 313 and 314 Clay and at 419 and
505 Washington streets. The detailing of the latter two houses suggests they were
designed by the same, currently unidentified, architect.

The most prestigious house on Diamond Hill is 517 Washington Street, an imposing
Beaux Arts residence erected in grand scale. Giant order, paired columns define the
central entrance portico. The arched and recessed entrance is a play on Palladian window
motifs. The building is two stories in height capped by a balustraded deck., Order and
symnetry dominate the facade composition. The building is of beige brick and is marked
by stone springers and keystones over first-floor arched window openings. An attractive
enclosed glass porch with patterned curvilinear mullions is situated at the west end of the
house and is balanced by a frame pergola to the east.

Three houses on Washington break from the pervading comservative air of Diamond Hill.
518 and 605 Washington are the only structures representing Eastlakeandgtick styles on this
street. 518 Washington {Eastlake/ueen Anne}, aside

.fI! i Vo 3
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7. DESCRIPTION

occurred on Diamond Hill, thus accentuating 618 Washington Street. The seeming frivolity
of this building with its corner tower, decorative "Moorish" porch, and Eastlake "dormers"
delightfully contrasts with its more staid neighbors.

No major commercial development exists within the district's boundaries. A small
corner market (1321 Harrison, ca. 1915) and a used furniture store (1315 Harrison, Quonset
hut, ca. 1945}, mark the only commercial activity on Diamond Hill. With the exception of
the apartments at 1312-1316% Church Street, all residences in the district were con-
structed as either detached single-family residences or duplexes, of frame or brick con-
struction, 1% to 2% stories in height. No buildings break above 2% stories thus main-
taining a unified scale and preserving the residential atmosphere of the district. To the
west of Diamond Hill on Grace Street stands the Diamond Hill Baptist Church, a briek, 2%-
story building with corner tower, central rose window and side lancet windows (Vernacular/
Gothic Revival, 1886) A one-story, concrete, glass, and steel YMCA building (1956), stands
in the northeast corner of the district. The building, a well-designed interpretation of
the International Style, unfortunately does not fit in with the overall character of the
historic neighborhood.

Photographs from 1903 reveal that many of Diamond Hill's early houses have undergone
only minor alterations. Exterior alterations tend to have been limited to removal of
cornices, wood trim, balusters, and occasionally porches. A few houses, such as those
found on Chestnut and Diamond streets exhibit asbestos shingles and siding additions.
Most frame houses within the district retain their original clapboard or weatherboard
giding.

hile many houses on Diamond Hill were converted to multi—family dwelling units during
the 20th century, efforts are currently underway by residents and a local historical .
society to return these to single-family units,

BNZ

The following is an inventory of all the buildings comprising the Diamond Hill
Historic District:

{(See Continuation Sheet #3)
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2). Diamond Hill Historical Society, Historic Preservation Survey 1977-78.
1977-78 Local
Vivginia Historic Landmarks Commission - 221 Governor Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

3). Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey
1978 State
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street
ichmond, Virginia 23219 ' k

4). Works Progress Administration Survey
Federal
Virginia State Library
Richmond, Virginia 23219

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Reports of the Standing Committees of the Council. 1882,
Mutual Assurance Policies., Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Archives, Richmond,
Virginia,
Yancey, Rosa. Lynchburg and its Neighbors. Richmond, 1835.

MAPS

Gray's New Map of Lynchburg, Campbell County, Virginia. O. W. Gray & Son,
Philadelphla, 1877.
Map of Lynchburg and Vicinity. G. William Baist, Philadelphia, 1891.

16. GEORGRAPHICAL DATA - VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Encompassing parcel 04 at SW corner of Church and Pearl streets;
SECTION 2:

Block Q46-06

Eﬁcompassing parcels 11-22 on NE side of Church Street.

{See Continuation Sheet #28)
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DESCRIPTION - Inventory

Chestnut Street

400 Block
Houses on the north side of the 400 block of Chestnut Street are built on a steep hill,

1

419: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 2 bays; l-story, 2-bay porch addition. Ver-
nacular, 1907. Asbestos shingle siding detracts from period appearance.

421: frame; 1 story; pyramidal roof; 2 bays; 2~bay porch with turned posts and
turned balusters. Vernacular cottage., 1907, .

431: wvacant

500 Block

|

502: frame; 1 story; gable roof; 2 bays; l-story porch., Vernacular. House
dates from turn of the century, Later alterations disguise original fabric.
Appears as ca, 1950 ranch house.

504: frame; 1 story; hipped roof; 2 bays. Vernacular. Late 19th/early 20th
century. Bricktex siding.

507: frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; 2 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch. Shed-
roof addition to east., Vernacular, Ca. 1890,

510: frame with pebbledash and aluminum siding; 2% stories; hipped roof with
central hipped dormer; 3 bays; l-story, l-bay addition to west. Vernacular/
Colonial Revival. Ca., 1920,

516; <£rame; 1 story; gable roof; l-story porch. Vernacular. ©Late 19th cen-
tury. Central chimney, Asbestos shingle siding.

518: wvacant

600 Block

600: frame; 1 story; gable roof; 2 bays. Vernacular. Late 19th century. In-
terior end chimney to west.

{(See continuation sheet # 4 )
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DESCRIPTION - Inventory

Church Street

Stone sidewalks line the west side of Church Street.

1300 Block

1305: parking lot

1307-1309: brick; 2% stories; mansard roof with 4 gabled dormers; 6 bays; 2
l-story, 3-bay, ell porches with spindle frieze, turned balustrade, sawn corner
brackets, and pendant. Duplex, Second Empire. Ca, 1880. Each duplex is a
mirror image of the other, though, as the building is located on an incline, the
half to the north is several feet lower than its neighbor to the south. Segmen-
tal arched wall openings. Shingle Style bay-window addition (ca. 1900) on south
end, Patterned slate on mansard roof.

1310 (Moore's Folly): brick; 2 stories; gable roof with central cross gable;

S bays. Vernacular. Ca. 1850. Interior end chimneys with chimney pots. Pres-
ently being restored with Colonial Revival windows and window heads not sympa-
thetic to the original building. Frame, 2-story, gable-roof building to the
north. Vernacular, Ca, 1869,

1312-1316%: Series of 5 identical apartwent units, each described as follows:

brick; 2 stories; low-pitch roof fronted by scalloped parapet; 2 ' s; l-story,
hipped-roof porch, Vernacular. Ca. 1915, Pendants at ends and = -er of
parapet.

1313 (YMCA Building): steel and concrete; 1 story; flat roof; 11 bays; l-story
entrance canopy in central 5 bays. International Style, 1955-56. Upper deck

on roof, Center bay of brick, All other bays are of plate glass separated by

round pillars and aluminum frames. Clear, precise geometric units with banded

windows and hovering planes make this a standard exercise in the International

Style, While a good example of the International Style, this building does not
contribute to the historic character of the district,

1318: brick; 2 stories; gable roof; 2 bays; l-story, 4-bay porch addition across
facade, Vernacular, Ca. 1850,

1319: parking lot

1320: wacant

{See continuation sheet # 5)
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Church Street, cont'd

\G 1324: frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof with cross gable in south bay; 2 bays;

l1-story, hipped-roof porch across facade. Vernacular builder/speculative house,
Ca, 1888.

1400 Block
<. 1400-1406; vacant

1408: frame; 2 stories; gable roof with cross gable in north bay; 1l-story, 3-
bay porch in south 2 bays. Vernacular builder/speculative house. Ca, 1888,
3-part bay window in 1lst story of north bay. Decorative bargeboard beneath
cornice and along bay window and porch cornices.

1414: frame; 2% stories; hipped roof with cross gable in north bay; 2 bays; 1~
story, hipped-roof porch across facade. Queen Anne builder/speculative house,
Ca. 1909, 1Identical to 1418 Church Street.

1418: frame; 2% stories; hipped roof with cross gable in north bay; 2 bays; 1-
story, hipped-roof porch across facade, Queen Anne builder/speculative house,
Ca. 1909. 1Identical to 1414 Church Street. ‘

1420: frame; 2 stories; gable roof with cross gable in south bay; l-story, shed-
roof porch in north 2 bays. Vernacular builder/speculative house. Ca. 1890.
Bay window in 1lst floor of south bay.

1500 Block

1501: brick; 1% stories; gable roof; 3 bays; l-story entrance porch addition in
central bay. Vernacular. Ca. 1845. Extensively altered. Bull's-eye window
heads, 6/6 sash., Exterior end chimneys. Central dormer addition. House on
stone basement.

Clay Street

Unlike other streets in the Diamond Hill Historic District, Clay Street has not been
paved, The original brick street remains intact. In addition, Clay Street is lined on
both sides with decorative brick sidewalks and deciduous trees.

(See continuation sheet #6 )
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Clay Street, cont'd
1200 Block

1216: frame; 2 stories; gable roof with cross gable in north bay; 2 bays; 1- 3
story, 3-bay porch with turned posts and sawn brackets. Vernacular. 1902-03,
l1-light transom over south bay door, Diamond~shaped window is the only wall
opening on south end,

I
. ?-.(

1220: frame; 1% stories; gable roof with 2 round-arched, dormer windows with
round~arched keystone heads in east and west bays; small cross gable in center
bay; 3 bays; l-story, 3~bay porch in central bay, Vernacular (Ornamental Revi-
val cottage in form), Ca. 1872, Central entrance, 2 central chimneys with
paired chimney pots, Built by Charles H. Bryant, Asbestos shingles detract from
period appearance.

1223: frame; 2% stories; front gable roof; 2 bays; l-story, hipped-roof porch
across facade, Modified Colonial Revival. 1906. Aluminum siding detracts
from period appearance,

1225: frame; 2 stories; front gable roof; 2 bays; l-story porch with sawn
balustrade and corner brackets across facade, Vernacular, Ca. 1881. Transom
and sidelights frame door in north bay.

1300 Block

1300: frame; 2 stories; gable roof with cross gable to the south; 3 bays; 1-
story, 3-bay porch in north 2 bays. 2nd-~story porch addition with pyramidal -
roof in central bay. Builder's Eastlake. 1889, Simple bargeboard and finial -
in cross gable. House fronted by cast~iron fence. Most likely built by Stephens,
a local bullder and contractor in Lynchburg,

1301: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 2 bays with l-story, l-bay addition to
south; l-story, 2-bay porch across main body of house. Vernacular., Ca., 1884,
Stuccoed.

-~ 1304: dbrick; 2% stories; hipped roof with central gabled dormer; 3 bays; 1-

“"  story, 3-bay porch with paired columns and central pediment. Georgian Revival.
1906. Stone springers and keystones on 2nd-floor windows., Tripartite window in
2nd~floor central bay, Interior end chimneys, Modillioned cornice, Except for
dormers, this house is identical to 1308 Clay Street, Attributed to W. B. Snead
and Sons, architects., Home of Walter Addison, state senator from the Lynchburg-
Campbell County district from 1916-1918, and editor of the Lynchburg News.

(See continuation sheet #7 )
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Clay Street, cont'd

- 1307: frame; 2% stories; gable roof with central cross gable; 3 bays; l-storxy,
ner brackets, Center bay of porch topped by 2nd-floor deck with turned balus-
trade and posts with finials., Modified Eastlake Style. 1893, 1-light transom
over central double doors. Home of Robert G. Robinson, prominent Lynchburg
tobacco businessman.

1308: brick; 2% stories; hipped roof with 2 gabled dormexrs; 3 bays; l-story,
3-bay porch with paired columns and central pediment. Geoxgian Revival., 1906,
Stone springers and keystones on 2nd-floor windows. Tripartite window in 2nd-
floor central bay. Interior end chimpeys, Modillioned cornice, ZExcept for
dormers, this house is identical to 1304 Clay Street. Attributed to W. B. Snead
and Sons, architects. Home of Richard C, Stokes, prominent tobacco businessman
in Lynchburg, and one-time member of the city council.

e

AN 1311: wvacant

1312: frame; 2% stories; hipped roof with cross gable in north bay; 2 bays; 1-
¥  story porch across facade. Builder's Colonial Revival. Ca. 1901, Stylized
Palladian window in cross gable pediment,

~ 1313: frame; 2% stories; gable roof with cross gable in north bay and dormer
*.i in south bay; 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay, flat-roof porch with center pedimented
entrance. Colonial Revival. Ca. 1905. Hip flashing. Hip knobs. Modilliomned
cornice. Round-headed window in dormer, Palladian window in cross gable pedi-
ment. Dormer and cross gable pediment shingled.

1314: frame; 2% stories; gable roof with central tower (conical tower roof with
finial) and side gable dormers; 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with Doric columns.
Columns flanked by shingle pillars supporting battered piers. Turned balusters,
Porch is centered by low-pitch pediment with low-relief woodwork. Colonial Re-
vival. 1901, Central round tower with patterned shingles rises above porch
pediment. Paired columns extending from the top of the porch to the roof eave
Ind-floor east and west bays. Wide roof eave with paired, attenuated brackets,
Oval, Palladian, and bay windows on south end, Home of Judge Henry €. McDowell,
judge of the U.S. District Court for the western district of Virginia.

I

1400 Block

ﬁk . 1417: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 5 bays; l-story, 4-bay porch with curved
w4t brackets and turned balustrade in center 3 bays. Duplex. Vernacular, Ca.
1885, Exterior end chimneys.

(See continuation sheet # 8)
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Clay Street, cont'd
o} 1420: corrugated tin; 1 and 2 stories; low-pitch roof with center gabled sec-

tion; 2 bays. Vernacular warehouse. ZFEarly 20th century.

1421: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 3 bays; l-story, S-bay porch across facade
‘4  with turned posts and turned balustrade. Vernacular. Ca. 1900. Cross gable

projection in north bay. Bracketed cornice, Architrave moldings over all wall

openings. Entrance in center bay. Bricktex siding detracts. from period appear-

ance,

L 1425: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay, shed-roof porch in
'~ central bay. Vernacular. Ca. 1900-1910., Entrance in center bay. 2/2 sash, 2
interior chimneys. Aluminum siding,

ke i

TR Y

%f‘amond Street :
The west side of Diamond Street is vacant,

1500 Block
1510-1520 Diamond Street are all covered with bricktex siding.

e 1510: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 2 bays; l-story porch. Vernacular Y house,
Ca. 1890,

L 1512: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 2 bays; 2-story projecting wing addition in
* north bay; l-story porch in south bay. Vernacular I house, Ca. 1883.

1514: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 3 bays; l-story entrance porch in south bay. -
Vernacular I house, Ca, 1906. 3

1516: frame; 1 story; hipped roof; 2 bays; 3-bay porch with turned posts and
balusters, Vernacular cottage. Ca. 1910.

t.. 1520: frame; 2 stories; gable roof; 2 bays; l-story porch in south bay. Vernac-
ular I house. Ca. 1885. Vacant.

Federal Street
The west side of Federal Street is vacant. Directly behind the Diamond Hill Baptist

Church is a small lot currently used for parking.

€  ace Street (formerly Campbell Court House Road)
Decorative brick sidewalks line the south side of Grace Street,

(See continuation sheet #9 )

















































































