


DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  

X-UNALTERED &ORIGINAL SITE 

ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

- 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Jones Memorial Library  is loca ted  a t  434 Kivermont Avenue i n  t h e  C i ty  of 
Lynchburg. The bu i ld ing  i s  cons t ruc ted  i n  t h e  Nco-Classical Revival  s t y l e  and 
was e rec ted  i n  1906-07 a f t e r  t h e  p lans  of Prye and Chesterman, Lynchburg a r c h i t e c t s .  
The s t e p s ,  t e r r a c e s ,  and porches were designed by t h e  Boston landscape  a r c h i t e c t  
Bren~er Po;:<l and were added i n  1924. A three-s tory  wing was b u i l t  on t h e  r e a r  ( e a s t )  
e l eva t ion  i n  1968. 

The main b lock and f l ank ing  wings of the  two-story e d i f i c e  a r e  executed i n  
stretcher-bonded, cream-colored b r i c k  on a g r a n i t e  foundation.  The Rivermont 
Avenue (west) e l e v a t i o n  is dominated by a monumental, hexasfy le- in-ant i s ,  Roman 
I o n i c  p o r t i c o  surmounted by a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  and pa rape t .  The two-story 
p o r t i c o  extends ac ross  t h e  facade  of the  bui ld ing  and c o n t a i n s  a  f r i e z e  t h a t  
bears  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "ora tory ,  h i s t o r y ,  discovery; sc i ence ,  and poetry.' '  The 
f r i e z e  runs along t h e  per imeter  of t h e  main bu i ld ing  and . the  wings where 'it i s  
inscr ihed  with t h e  names of va r ious  c l a s s i ca l .  w r i t e r s .  The pa rape t  bea r s  t h e  
i n s c r i p t i o n  "The George M. Jones Memorial Library  Erected and Endowed By Nary 
Frances Jones I n  Memory Of Iler Husband." The c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  
has  a  dome covered with round t i l e s  and supported on a low oc tagona l  drum. The 
dome is crowned by t h e  r i m  of t h e  oculus. The main en t rance  is l o c a t e d  on River-  
lnont Avenue and i.s s e t  i u  a  transom-light,  c l a s s i c a l l y  embell ished s t o n e  a rch i -  
t r a v e  wi th  a  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  t h a t  h e a r s  t h e  carved Roman n ~ ~ ~ n e r n l ~ s ,  'MMC?IV", 
i n  the  f r i e z e .  On rtle no r th  and south ends a r e  engaged p o r t i c o s .  The o r i g i n a l  
doors have wood panels  a t  t h e  base and g l a s s  panes on t h e  top .  The doors r e t a i n  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  hardware. The transoms con ta in  nl~tltip1.e leaded scal .1o-p~ w i t h  
c l e a r  g l a s s  1.ights. The a u x i l i a r y  and s i d e  ent rances  have s t o n e  a r c h i t r a v e s  
with glass-paned and wood-paneled doors. The doors r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  hardware 
al.so. When b u i l t  t h e  facade contained s ta ined-glass  windows "designed t o  be 
symbolic of t h e  n i n e  grand d i v i s i o n s  of human r ~ p r e s s i o n . " ~  The work of Lamb 
of New York, t h e  windows a r e  p resen t ly  i n  s to rage  due t o  problems wi th  l i g h t i n g .  
They were replaced by t h e  present  1/1 hung-sash windows p rev ious ly  used throughout  
the  bu.i)ding . 1 .  

O r i g i n a l l y  the  s t r u c t u r e  had simple t e r r aced  s t e p s  t h a t  r a n  down t o  Rivermont 
Avenue. The p resen t  s t e p s  and t e r r a c e s ,  wi th  t h e i r  c l ~ a s s i c a l  b a l u s t r a d e s  and para-  
pe t  wa l l s  of c a s t  s tone ,  were added i n  1923 t o  complement a  new landscape  p lan .  
A semic i rcu la r  t e r r a c e  a l s o  of c a s t  stone. was added on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of t h e  
l i b r a r y  and con ta ins  a  s t a t u e  of George 11. Jones i n  a  Confederate unicorn .  Cast- 
i r o n  s t andards  wi th  round g l a s s  globes provide 1-ight f o r  t h e  walks.  

The main ent rance  opens t o  t h e  lobby which conta ins  p a i r e d ,  l a t e r a l ,  open-well 
s t a i r s  t h a t  l ead  t o  the  second f l o o r  and t o  t h e  nor th  and south  m t r a n c e s .  l%e 
s t a i r s  have square  newels, turned b a l u s t e r s  and molded h a n d r a i l s .  The ha l l .  f l o o r  
is t i l e d ,  and t h e  domed c e i l i n g  is  c o f f e r e ~ l .  A g l a s s  s c r e e n  s e p a r a t e s  t h e  lobby 
from t h e  l i b r a r y  h a l l ,  The main ha l l .  is divided by f u n c t i o n  i n t o  a  reading room, 
s e r v i c e  desk, and re fe rence  arca .  The admin i s t r a t ive  o f f i c e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  o f f  t h e  
11;'ain h a l l .  Book s t a c k s  a r e  a l s o  s i t u a t e d  t o  t h e  c a s t  of t h e  main h a l l .  The dome 
i l lumina tes  t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  The second f l o o r  i n c l u d e s  a  mezzanine 
formed by a ba lus t r ade  t h a t  overlooks t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  hal l . .  The bal .ustrade is  
co~npos,.d of C l a s s i c a l - s t y l e  turned b a l u s t e r s ,  panel.ec1 suppor t s ,  and a ~nolded hand- 
r a i l .  Ion ic  columns and a c l a s s i c a l l y  ornamented co rn ice  run  t h e  per imeter  of t h e  

(See Continuation Sheet P1) 
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h a l l .  The dome i s  ornamented a l s o  with c l a s s i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  p l a s t e r  work.. S t acks ,  

o f f i c e s  and a museum a r e  en tered  from t h e  second-floor h a l l .  A s t a i r c a s e ,  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  main lobby, runs  t o  t h e  a t t i c .  
i 

RCC ! 

'"l'he Jones  Memorial Library  ," The News, 29 September 1907, p .6 ,  c o l .  4 .  
I 
I 

ROUN1)ARY JUS'S~IFICATION 
1 I 

. I 
i, 

The nominated propi.rty a t  434 Rivermont Avenue c o n s i s t s  of  1 3 / 4  a c r e s  
which incl.udes t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t e r r a c e s  and s t a t u e  of t h e  founder ,  George M .  Jones .  

! 
The 1 3/4-acre t r a c t  was landscaped ex tens ive ly  i n  1924 by Bremcr Pond, a  Hoston 

1 
i 

landscape a r c h i t e c t .  
! 

' 
8. SIGNIFICANCE i 
s i t e  on a  sma l l  h i l .1  i n  t h e  newly developed Rivern~ont Avenue s e c t i o n  of t h e  c i t y .  i 
M r .  and M r s .  Jones  had r e s ided  a t  456 Rivermont Avenue, a few doors  from t h e  
newly cons t ruc ted  l i b r a r y  bu i ld ing .  Thc Rivermont Avenue s e c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  many 
of t h e  f i n e s t  r e s idences  i n  t h e  c i t y .  i 

Besides t h e  l i b r a r y , F r y e  and Chest-erman were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  number 
of proininent landmarks i n  Lynchhurg includinp, t h e  Aviary i n  M i l l e r  Park ,  t h e  

i 
Municipal Building,  t h e  e a r l y  bu i ld ings  a t  I.yncllburg Col lege ,  and many f i n e  churches : 

! and res idences .  The beauty of t h e  bu i ld ing  was enhanced i n  1924 by t h e  a d d i t i o n  
of t e r r a c e s  and s t e p s  clesignrd by noted Iloston landscape  a r c h i t e c t  Bremer Pond. 
An e a r l y  graduate  of t h e  Harvard Univers i ty  Mastcr ' s  prograin -in i~andscar,e a r c h i -  

I 
t e c t u r e ,  Pond servc,d from 1911 t o  1914 a s  an a s s i s t a n t  t o  Vr rdc r i ck  Law Ol~nsteixd. 
A s  Charles  E l i o t  P ro fes so r  of Landscape Arch i t ec tu re  from 1928 t o  1950 a t  l larvnrd,  

I i 

Pond became a n  outs tanding  educator  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of landscape  d e s i g n  and was 
r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  landscape des igns  of Dartnio~~L:~ and R a d c l i f f e  Col leges  and 1 

i a  number of o t h e r  educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2)  7 
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The Jones Memorial Library  r e t a i n s  many of i t s  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i s h i n g s  and 
f i x t u r e s ,  inc luding  n ine  s t a ined-g la s s  windows by Lamb of New York t h a t  a r e  

i L 

i 
p r e s e n t l y  i n  s t o r a g e .  It  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  depos i tory  f o r  Lynchburg newspapers 
d a t i n g  from 1784,  e a r l y  Lynchburg c i t y  government r eco rds ,  and s u b s t a n t i a l  

i 
a rch ives  on r a i l r o a d  and cana l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Southern V i r g i n i a  Piedmont. 
The landscape p lans  of Bremer Pond i n  t h e  possession of t h e  l i b r a r y  i n d i c a t e  i 
t h a t  many of t h e  t r e e s  and shrubs t h a t  surround t h e  b u i l d i n g  d a t e  t o  t h e  1924 I 

plan .  

I - ~ h e  News (Lynchb~~rg)  , 1 4  May 1905. 
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