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- removed from the National Register 
- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Act~on 

5. Classification 
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X private - 
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X district - 
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- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
322 a Buildings 
1 - 0 Sites 
i - 4- Structures 
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Government 
Relieion 
Recreation and Culture 
Education 
Funerarv 
Health Care 
Landscave 
Transvortation 

Clubhouse. Civic 
Post Office. Fire Station. 
Religious Facililv. Church-related Residence 
Theater. Soorts Faciliw. Outdoor Recreation. 
School. Colleee. Librarv. 
Mormarv 
Hosvital. Medical business 
Park 
Streetcar Barn 

Current Functions (Enter categories h m  insrmctions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Sinele Dwellme. Multivle Dwellinn. Secondarv Structure 

CommerceiTrade , Financial Institution. Svecialtv Store. Restaurant. 
Social Clubhouse. Civic 
Government Post Office. 
Relieion 
Recreation and Culture Theater. Snorts Facilitv. Outdoor Recreation. 
Education School. Colleee, 
Funerarv Mornraw 
Health Care Hosoital. Medical business 
Landscave Park. 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
Queen Anne: Beaux Arts: Classical Revival: Colonial Revival: Svanish Colonial Revival: BunealowlCrafisman: Tudor 
Revival: Georgian Revival: Italianate: Commercial Stvle: Romanesaue Revival: Gothic Revival; 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation Brick Concrete. Stone 
Roof 
Walls 
Other Wrou~ht Iron. Cast Iron 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property onone or more continuation sheets.) 
X See continuation sheet - 

8. Statement of Sienificance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

X A - Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
X C - Property embohes the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high anistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or histoly. 
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Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed 6om its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D a cemetery 

- E a reconstructed building, object or smcture 

- - F a commemorative properly 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories 6om instructions) 
Architecture 
Communitv Plannine and Develo~ment 
Relieion 
Education 
Commerce 
EntertainmenWRecreation 
Health Caremedicine 
Landscaoe Architecture 

Period of Significance 
1890-1952 

Significant Dates 
see continuation sheet 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affdiation 

ArchitectlBuilder 

Aubrev Chestennan 
Stanhooe Johnson 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
The Rivermont Historic District is located within the northwestem section of the City of 
Lynchburg, which served as the major transportation, industrial, and commercial city on the James 
River in the lower Piedmont region of Virginia from the early 19" century through the mid-20" 
centurv. The 192.10-acre district consists of the 300-3400 blocks of Rivermont Avenue as well as 
Riverside Park and a few properties along side streets that face onto Rivermont Avenue. Bounded by 
the James River on the east and northeast, Blackwater Creek on the east and southeast, Daniel's Hill 
on the north and Virginia Episcopal Road and the southern end of Boonesboro Road on the 
northwest, the neighborhood's boundaries are defined by sharp changes in elevation with Rivermont 
Avenue serving as the central spine. The district is closely linked to the city's historic downtown 
section, located directly across Blackwater Creek and the Rivermont Bridge. 

The hvermont Historic District is significant as Lynchburg's first planned streetcar community that 
included a mixture of residential, commercial, and institutional buildings as well as green space and a 
transportation system incorporated as an integral feature of the design. Buildings represent a wide 
variety of building types, including single-family residences, duplexes, apartment houses, garages, 
commercial buildings, churches, government buildings, academic buildings, and hospitals. Other 
resources include parks, gardens, and several historic objects. The district contains a number ofhighly 
significant buildings dating from the late 19th and 20th centuries that represent nearly every major 
American arch~tectural style of that period, including the Queen Anne, Beaux Arts, Classical Revival, 
Colonial Revival, Georgian Revival, Gothic Revival, Tudor Revival, Bungalow, American Four 
Square, and Dutch Colonial. There are a number of buildings in the district that are the work of some 
of Lynchburg's leading architects from thls period, including Stanhope Johnson, Edward G. Frye, 
Preston Craighlll, Bennett Cardwell, Bryant Heard, Aubrey Chesterman, Pendleton Clark, Everene 
Fauber, and Walter Crowe, as well as Boston archtect Ralph Adams Cram, Washington D.C. architect 
William Poindexter, and New York architect Penrose Stout. The neighborhood is a marvelously 
cohesive collection of buildings designed in most of the major styles of the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Examples of landscape design are less visible but still impofant, including several gardens 
by the noted Virginia landscape architect Charles Gillette. As Lynchburg's largest and probably most 
successful planned subdivision, Rivermont displays several important design features, such as a wide 
central avenue, parks, schools, and vistas that separate it from older parts of Lynchburg. 

STATEMENT OF INTEGRITY 
The Rivermont Historic District as a whole maintains a good level of integrity. Modem intrusions in 
the district are relatively few in number, and the streets and landscape have retained much of their 
original scale and feeling. The district consists of 281 primary resources and 103 secondary 
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resources for a total of 384 resources. The majority of these resources (371) are buildings. Of the 
384 total resources, 82% are historic, including 247 primary resources and 67 secondary resources. 
In contrast, only 70 resources (18%) in the district are non-contributing either due to their date of 
construction or loss of historic integrity through alterations. The majority of the resources in the 
district are considered to be in good or excellent condition. Three resources in the district -- the 
Miller-Claytor House, the Main Hall at Randolph-Macon Women's College, and the Jones 
Memorial Library - are listed individually on the National Register. 

HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT AND ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The area known today as hvermont originally was part of Campbell County until the early 2oLh 
century. The former landholdings of the Huner, Warwick, Scott, and Langhome families were located 
to the northwest of Lynchburg in what is now known as Rivermont and are shown on hstoric maps of 
Lynchburg fiom the 1870s and 1890s. This land consisted primarily of small f m s ,  probably growing 
tobacco and some cereal grains. Very few resources dating to this period remain in the Rivermont 
area., including the ca. 1845 House, 1304 Oakwood Lane and the Scon Farm Carriage House (3109 
Rivermon t). 

Reconstruction and Growth (1865-1914) 

Comrnuniiy Planning and Development 
The annexation canied out in 1870 by the City of Lynchburg was the first to take in part of what is now 
the Rivermont area. The southeastem tip of the neighborhood, extending north two blocks from the 
present Jones Library building, was brought within the city limits fiom Campbell County. In 1890 the 
Rivermont Land Company was founded, one of a number of land com~anies in Lwchbure, at the turn . . 
of the century. Although Lynchburg had grown throughout its h s t o j  in a gen&ally orderly fashion 
along a nearly uniform grid pattem of sweets, the Rivermont neighborhood was the city's first planned - .  

development, as well as one of the first in the nation (~hambers:l98 1 : 303-304). The &erm&t  and 
Company was the largest of the many land development companies in Lynchburg during the 1890s, 
eventually owning more than 7,000 acres in Campbell County and the City of Lynchburg. Joined to the 
city by the Rivermont Bridge over Blackwater Creek and laid out on either side of curving Rivermont 
Avenue with its streetcar line, the area soon became an attractive venue for Lynchburg's growing 
population. The company planed an extensive subdivision, drawing streets, dividing lots, and dictating 
the size and use of lots. The subdivision was never planned as a separate city, but rather as a suburban 
area eventually to be absorbed by the City of Lynchburg. City services such as street paving, parks, 
sewer, and gas lines integrated the Rivermont area with the rest of the city. Rivermont Avenue was 
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paved in the early 1900s; many side streets eventually were surfaced in the 1920s. The first two public 
buildings in the Rivermont neighborhood were the Rivermont School (demolished), desighned by 
J.M.B. Lewis, and the Lynchburg F i e  Company No. 4, both constructed in 1904. The tall brick fire 
station at 12 10 Rivermont Avenue was designed by the architectural firm of Frye and Chesteman in 
the Classical-Revival style with a bell tower, pedimented gable with modillions, comer quoins and a 
belt course. 

The architectural character of the Rivennont area was determined by several factors. The class of new 
homeowners building along and moving to Rivermont Avenue in the 1890s and 1900s greatly 
influenced the size, type and construction materials of residences. The requirements of the Rivermont 
Company were written into deeds of sale in Rivermont and remained in force long after the demise of 
the actual development company. These requirements exercised a decisive influence on the type and 
size of houses erected. For example, residences and buildings located on Rivermont Avenue northwest 
of Bedford Avenue had to observe a setback of 20 feet. It was also required that they not cost below a 
certain amount to build (Chambers: 198 1 : 304). Where these guidelines were not in effect, the result 
was a more tightly built up streetscape, with smaller set-backs, and sometimes a mixed-use 
commercial-residential appearance. This was hue of Rivermont Avenue east of Belmont Street. 
Topography also played an important role in the design and scale of domestic architecture, as it had 
elsewhere in Lynchburg. Lots often sloped quite steeply away from the street facade, dictating anarrow 
street frontage. 

Shortly after the company began to experience financial difficulties in 1891, it ceded control of the 
area's main thoroughfare, Rivermont Avenue, as well as the Rivermont Bridge, to the city. In 1900 an 
extension of the city's land area to include hvermont took the city limits northwest 6om the 1870 
boundary to a line across Rivennont Avenue between Fredonia and Huron Streets (Chambers: 198 1 : 
356). In 1908 a second annexation absorbed the Rivermont area southeast of Belvedere Street, 
including Randolph-Macon Woman's College and the nearby area of Randolph-Macon Heights. These 
expansions helped to increase the city's population, which along with other annexed areas, grew from 
18,891 to 29,494 between 1900 and 1910 (Chambers: 1981: 360). 

Domestic Architecture 
From its beginning the Rivermont neighborhood has consisted primarily of single-family detached 
residences, usually two stories in height, with gable or hipped roofs often covered with metal standing 
seam sheets or slate shingles. Houses always faced the street and had auxiliary buildings such as 
garages and sheds located to the rear of the yard. Building materials included both wood and brick 
(stone was almost never used as a construction material). Most of the buildings dating from the 1890- 
1910 period were of 6ame construction. This was hue even of the houses of the wealthy-such as 
expansive Queen Anne-style residences like the Jones House at 456 Rivermont Avenue. Houses 
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from this 1890-1910 period also share other characteristics, regardless of their size and degree of 
architectural sophistication. Most were built on raised brick basements, had prominent porches along 
the front, interior brick chimneys, and double-hung sash windows. Interior plans generally consisted of 
either a side hall or central passage plan, although the more elaborate Queen Anne style houses of this 
period featured the asymmetrical flee-flowing plans characteristic of this style. Most houses were 
given some form of individuality by decorative exterior woodwork such as brackets, shingles, vents, 
cornices, and porch columns. 

Although many houses from this period were built by local (and largely unknown) contractors using 
stock buildingpattems, many were designed by members of Lynchburg's highly talented architectural 
profession. Foremost among these was the architect Edward G. Fxye, who excelled in designing Queen 
Anne style M e  residences elsewhere in Lynchburg. Numerous examples of Frye's work, along with 
hls partner Aubrey Chesterman, can be seen in the Rivermont neighborhood. Their designs range from 
highly individualistic and inventive flame Queen Anne-style residences to small gambrel-roofed 
cottages and outbuildings. 

The lower end of Rivermont Avenue, which because of topography was developed as an area of 
smaller-scale houses and duplexes, is given added distinction by a number of Frye-designed residences. 
He was an especially inventive designer of residential architecture in the Queen Anne style as seen in 

the design for the Jones House at 456 Rivermont, the most whimsical and irregular Queen Anne style 
b e  house in the city, with its turrets, wings, and semi-enclosed porches and balconies. Other 
examples include a house built in 1894 at 465 Rivermont Avenue, as well as one built that same year 
at 471 Rivermont Avenue. They incorporate several features so popular in Queen Anne-style 
architecture at that time, including such classical references as garlands and swags, patterned slate 
shingle roofs, and wood shingles used as exterior cladding, as well as asymmetrical towers, turrets, and 
semi-enclosed balconies. A feature often taken to be Frye's signature is the small triangular louvered 
vent on the gable ends of both his houses and outbuildings. This characteristic feature appears even on 
some otherwise quite plain and simple residences, such as the house at 911 Rivermont Avenue. The 
house built for R. Taylor Gleaves at 1700 Rivermont Avenue shows Frye at his most imaginative. The 
house, rather low-slung in comparison with the more showy and large-scale houses on either side of it, 
has a varied outline with a comer turret and protruding dormer hoods. It is one of the few partially 
stone residences in the Rivermont area. 
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Aubrey Chesterman, working with Frye, and also with architect J. Bryant Heard, was of only slightly 
less influence than Frye in the kvermont neighborhood at the turn of the century. The house 
Chesterman designed in 1901 for William A. Graves at 2102 Rivermont Avenue is one of h s  best 
works in the city. A full-fledged Georgian Revival mansion, it relies on a profusion of classical details 
to make its architectural point, and is one of the few houses fkom this period that maintains its 
appearance on all four elevations, rather than giving into the facadism so often characteristic of t h~s  
style. Frye and Chesterman are thought to have designed a number of notable Colonial -Revival style 
mansions including those at 2106 end 2144 Rivermont Avenue and 1510 Rivermont Avenue. 

The work of the other major architect practicing in Lynchburg at this time, J.M.B. Lewis, was 
noticeably less Victorian than Frye's in spirit and execution. The1903 W i a m  Christopher Ivey 
House at 2024 Rivermont Avenue is Classical Revival in its architectural detail, but is reminiscent of 
large-scale Victorian town houses built for the nouveau riche in Richmond, Washington D.C. or 
Atlanta. The George A. Kerr House at 2001 Rivermont Avenue is English Tudor in derivation and 
rather dour in appearance. Built in 1909, it is one ofthe first instances of the period revival style house 
in Lynchburg, according to S. Allen Chambers, whose book Lynchburg--An Architectural Histoy is the 
definitive work on Lynchburg's architecture and architectural profession over the last 200 years. 
Another residence attributed to Lewis is the Queen-Anne house located at 3024 Rivermont Avenue, 
built in 1904- 1905. 

Commerce 
Because the planned subdivision was to be linked to Lynchburg's Main Street and central business 
dismct via the Rivermont Bridge, Rivermont itself was not envisioned as a commercial center. Rather, 
only small business enterprises were projected to cluster along Rivermont Avenue to serve the 
surrounding residential community. One of the oldest buildings in the Rivermont community is the 
small one-story brick Store, at 400 Rivermont Avenue. Built in 189 1, it served variously as a grocery 
store and warehouse: it was remodeled for use as an office in 1991. 

A larger commercial group developed along both sides of the 1200 block of Rivermont Avenue, east of 
the Rivermont Avenue Baptist Church. Many of these buildings date fiom the early 1900s after this 
area was annexed by the City of Lynchburg; builders were forced to follow previous regulations 
regarding setback and size ofbuildings. A typical store building was the former Rivermont Pharmacy 
(demolished) at 1208 kvermont Avenue, a two-story kame structure dating from the early 1900s. Its 
original appearance is completely obscured by several later additions, including a sun porch on the 
second floor. 

Education 
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One of the most unusual features of the Rivermont neighborhood as origmally planned by its developer, 
the Rivermont Land Company, was the provision for a private woman's college located prominently on 
Rivermont Avenue. This college, now known as Randolph-Macon Woman's College, was 
established in 1891, and funded both by the Rivermont Company and by private subscription. 
Negotiations between Dr. William Waugh Smith, president of Randolph-Macon College in Ashland 
and the Rivermont Company resulted in the creation of Randolph-Macon Woman's College in 1891 on 
19.8 acres donated by the development company. The company pledged $100,000 for the college with 
the proviso that an equal amount be raised to match the gift. Through the efforts of Dr. Smith and 
others in the Lynchburg community, that amount was raised in a month's time (VHLC: 1979:7). 

The college's building committee chose William M. Poindexter of Washington, D.C., as its architect, 
and inshucted h ~ m  to visit other American woman's colleges, including Goucher and Vassar colleges 
(Chambers: 198 1 : 306). His observations convinced him to design a single dormitory and classroom 
building that could be expanded in the future. His proposed design was a picturesque yet unified 
Queen Anne-style brick composition adapted for the demands of a collegiate institution. This building, 
known today as Main Hall, was erected over a 20-year period between 1891 and 191 1 (VHLC: 1979: 
3). The central entrance tower and eastern wings were constructed between 1891 and 1893; two 
additional wings were added to the west in 1896. With the erection of the final wing to the west in 
1899, the building was completed according to the original Poindexter plan. In 191 1 an annex was 
added to the north of the entrance pavilion, and both East Hall (built in 1903), and West Hall (built in 
1906) were connected to Main Hall by arcades. 

One of the most important monuments in the intellectual and artistic history of Lynchburg is the Jones 
Memorial Library (434 Rivermont Avenue), a gift of George M. Jones' widow, Mary Jones. Jones, 
one of the organizers of the Rivermont Land Company, was also instrumental in the establishment of 
Randolph-Macon Woman's College in 189 1. By early 1900 Jones took up the cause of establishing a 
public library for Lynchburg with the ambition of m&ng it one of the finest in the South. (The only 
other public library in Virginia at that time was one in Norfolk established by Andrew Carnegie.) 
Although Jones died in 1903 before the building could be started, the project was continued by his 
widow Mary who commissioned the local architectural firm of Frye and Chesterman to design the 
memorial library. 

On a much smaller scale was the Piedmont Business College (307-311 Rivermont Avenue), 
established in Lpchburg around 1888. In 1903 it moved into a handsome brick Georgian Revival- 
style building at the west end of the Rivermont Bridge. The school offered courses in commercial 
and shorthand studies, and claimed in 191 3 to have educated over I 1,000 students (Weaver: 1913: 
29). "Thoroughly modem and practical, worthy of the confidence, esteem and patronage of the 
general public", the school closed at this location in the 1920s and the building was remodeled. 
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Religion 
With the rapid development of the Rivermont neighborhood in the 1890s and 1900s and its emergence 
as an area of stable, homeowning middle-class families, several older inner-city congregations 
established mission churches in the neighborhood. A number of these congregations eventually moved 
to new and larger church buildings along Rivermont Avenue, often sited at strategic comer lots or 
bends in the road. 

A k  its establishment in 1880 in a small structure on Daniel's Hill, the Rivermont Methodist Church 
purchased a lot in 1893 on Rivermont Avenue for a new and larger stmcture (Wiley: 6: 1986). The 
Romanesque-style brick church at 101 8 Rivermont Avenue was completed in 1897 to the design of 
local architect Edward G. Frye. Rivermont Methodist Church later merged with Centenary Methodist 
Church and built a new church. The 1893 building was later used by Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
and currently is occupied by the Scottish Rite Temple. 

The Rivermont Avenue Baptist Church had its beginning in 1886 when a mission chapel was 
established on Cabell Street by the Young Men's Missionary Society of First Baptist Church. A lot on 
the comer of Rivermont and Bedford Avenues (1 30 1 - 1305 Rivermont Avenue) was purchased by the 
fast-growing church in 1908 (Wiley: 31-32: 1986). The design for the church was prepared by the 
architectural firm of McLaughlin, Pettit & Johnson, with the drawings probably prepared by the young 
Stanhope Johnson. The modified Gothic-style Rivermont Avenue Baptist Church is an early example 
of Johnson's work, executed before he settled into the Georgian Revival style as his preferred period 
style. The church, reputedly built at a cost of $50,000, was completed in 191 1, and enjoys an 
impressive site along Bedford Avenue. 

The firm's design, built between 1905 and 1908 in the monumental Beaux Arts style, was an important 
addition to the city's literary and educational life, although it hctioned as a private library for public 
use for most of its history. Reflecting its benefactor's hopes that it be a "temple of learning", the library 
featured elaborate stained-glass windows, representing the "nine grand divisions of human expression". 
Planned for a capacity of 50,000 books, it also contained children's rooms, open and closed stacks, as 
well as periodical and magazine rooms. The grounds feature a rather idealized statue of Jones wearing 
the uniform of a Confederate general sculpted by Solon Hannibal Borglun (1 868-1 922); a copy of this 
statue still stands on the campus of Randolph-Macon Woman's College (Chambers: 1981 : 366). The 
Jones Memorial Library is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 














































































































































































































