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1. Name of Property 
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2. Location 
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- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the 

National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the National Register 
- removed from the National Register 
- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper 

Date of Action 

Cowt House HilVDowntown Higtoric District 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

& private 
A public-local 
A public-State 

public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- building(s) 
A district 
- site 
- structure 
-object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
Buildings 

4- Sites 
_1. A S m c t u r e s  
_2- 2- Objects 
12e l S T o t a l  

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 2 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not pan of a multiple property listing.) 

6. Function o r  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Sinele Dwelline. Muitiple Dwellinn. Hotel 
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Commercemrade Business, Financial Institution. De~artment Store 
Social Meetine Hall. Clubhouse. Civic 
Government City Hall. Courthouse. Post Office, Public Works 
Religion Religious Facility. Church-related Residence 
Recreation and Culture Auditorium. Monumenthlarker. Work of Art 
Defense Armory 

Current  Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: Sinele Dwelline. Multiole Dwelline 

CommerceRrade Business. Financial Institution 
Social Meetine Hall 
Government Citv Hall. Courthouse, Post Office. Public Works 
Religion Relieious Facilitv. Church-related Residence 
Recreation and Culture Auditorium. Monumenthlarker. Work of Art 
Defense Armorv 

- 

Architectural Classification (Enter categoraes from instructions) 
Exlv Classical Revival: Federal: ~ o m a n ~ s ~ u e  Revaval; Italian Villa: Hieh Victorian Revival: Second Emoire: Oueen 
Anne: Renaissance Beaux Arts: Classicsl Revival: Soanash Colonial Revival: Commercial Slvle: Moderne: Arr 
Deco 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation Brick. Concrete. Stone 
Roof Metal. Ceramic Tile. Shingle. Slate 
Walls Brick. Wood. Concrete. Metal. Stone 
Other Wroueht Iron 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
X See continuation sheet - 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

L A  Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
- L C  Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type. period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 
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Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all [he boxes that apply.) 

L A  owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D a cemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

L F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Commerce 
Industw 
PoliticsIGovernment 
Relieion 

Period of Significance 
1786-1950 

Significant Dates 
see continualion sheet 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Amliation 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Roben C. Burkholder 
Edward G. Frve 
Aueust Forsbere - 
Aubrev Chesterman 
Stanhooe Johnson 
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Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the signitlcance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
X See continuation sheet - 

9. Major  Bibliographical References 
Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used i n  preparing this form on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 

X See continuation sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
_21 previously listed i n  the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
-recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
_21 State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
-Local government 
-University 
_21 Other 
Name of repository: Jones Memorial Librarv Lvnchbure. Vireinia. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 47.29 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

-See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
X See continuation sheet B - 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
X See continuation sheet - 
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Nameltitle Alison Stone Blanton. Architectural Historian 
Organization Hill Studio. P.C. date Julv 2000 

Street & number 120 West Carnobell Avenue telephone 540-342-5263 

City or town Roanoke state VA zip code 2401 1 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items wlth the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
Name See attached sheets 

Street & number telephone 

City or town s t a t e  zip code 

- -------A 
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7. Summary Description: 

The Courthouse Hill/Downtown Historic District is located within the greater downtown area of 
the City of Lynchburg, which was the major transportation, industrial, and commercial city on the 
James River in the lower Piedmont region of Virginia from the early 19" century through the mid- 
20Ih century. The 25-block district consists of Clay, Court, Church, and Main Streets between 
the cross streets of Fifth through Thirteenth Streets. Ninth Street, originally called Water Street, 
is the most important cross street within the district. The area is situated on a promontory 
overlooking the Lower Basin Historic District on the south bank of the James River. The buildings 
within this district are a mixture of commercial, residential, religious, and governmental buildings. 

Topography is perhaps the single most defining feature of the city of Lynchburg. It rises in three 
terraces above the James River and each terrace is given its 'own name. Courthouse Hill, the upper- 
most portion of the district, consists of Clay and Court Streets and is separated from the streets below 
by a dramatic grade change. It is called Courthouse Hill in recognition of the 1851 Greek Revival 
Courthouse overlooking Monument Terrace, which is individually listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. In addition to the governmental buildings, buildings within the Courthouse Hill 
section of the district are residential and religious buildings dating from the early 1800s to the early 
1900s. The majority of the residential buildings in the Courthouse Hill area were originally single- 
family dwellings that have been converted to commercial use. The lower area, located in the center 
of downtown, includes Church and Main Streets. It is composed of commercial buildings, 
governmental buildings, and buildings that have historically housed financial institutions. The 
Courthouse Hill/Downtown district is situated above the Lower Basin Historic District, which is 
defined by its industrial, commercial, and transportation resources tied closely to the bank of the 
James River with its parallel railroads and canal. 

The 47.29-acre district is composed of relatively intact city blocks of religious, commercial, 
residential, and governmental buildings and structures ranging in date from the early 19" century to 
the mid-20" century. Buildings in the district represent a variety of styles from the different periods, 
including the Federal, Greek-Revival, Gothic-Revival, Italianate, Queen-Anne, Neoclassical, Italian 
~ e n a i s s i c e ,  Spanish Eclectic, Craftsman, and Art Deco styles.  he district consists of 136 primary 
resources and 12 secondary resources for a total of 148 resources. The maiority of these resources 
(137) are buildings. The {ve structures in the district include three histoic resources -the Clay 
Street Water Reservoir (118-5163-0009), the campanile at Holy Cross Catholic Church (118- 
5163-0010) , and Monument Terrace (118-5163-0059)- as well as two parking decks which are 
non-historic. Five war memorials in Monument Terrace (118-5163-0059), including two non- 
historic (post 1950) statues, comprise the five objects listed in the district. Of the 147 total 
resources, 88% are historic, including 121 primary resources and eight secondary resources. In 
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contrast, only 18 resources (12%) in the district are non-contributing either due to their date of 
construction or loss of historic integrity through alterations. 

Of the 135 primary resources in the district, 112 are considered to be in good or excellent condition 
and only 8 listed in fair or deteriorated condition. Many of the commercial buildings in the distr~ct 
have had their first-floor storefronts altered, but most of the upper facades are still intact. Fifteen 
buildings have been remodeled. The taller commercial and institutional buildings maintain their 
complete historic facades. There are a few buildings still with metal upper facades; however the City 
is encouraging the restoration of these buildings downtown with a faqade improvement grant 
program. High Peak Sportswear, historically the GuggenheimerIShearer Building, at 920-921 
Main Street (118-5163-0120), is one example of a building that has had its metal faqade removed 
and its historic faqade restored with a grant from the City. Noncontributing buildings in the district 
are those with irrevocably altered storefronts, those that maintain little of their historic integrity, or 
those built post-1950. The 18 non-contributing buildings represent only 12% of the buildings in the 
district. 

In addition to the (commercial, residential, religious and institutional) buildings that contribute to 
the district, are two significant primary structures that contribute to the district: the City Water 
Reservoir (1883-85) in the 600 block of Clay Street (118-5163-0009) and Monument Terrace 
(1924-1925). Monument Terrace (118-5163-0059) is a pedestrian extension of Ninth Street 
between Court and Church Streets, on axis below the Old Courthouse. There are also specific 
public-use building types within the district like the City Armory (118-5163-0087) and the City 
Auditorium and Market (118-5163-0124). The Armory (1931-32) is an imposing building with 
its three-oart buttressed facade and the Citv Auditorium and Market 11909-10) evokes an Italian 
piazza with its arcaded ~enaissance palazzi faqade. With a variety of different building types, dates, 
and stvles, the Courthouse HilYDowntown Lvnchburg Historic District continues to serve as the - 
business and governmental center of the city. Efforts, including a Master plan, are currently 
underway that serve to recognize and revitalize its historic role in the development activity of the 
city. 



(Rev. 10.90) 
NPS Form 10-900 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Section Page 

O M 8  No. 1024.0018 

Court House HilVDowntown Historic District 
Lynchburg, Virginia 

Historic Development and Architectural Analysis 

Colonv to Nation (1750-1789) 

Lynchburg was established in 1786 uphill from the site of John Lynch's Ferry across the James 
River. Lynch, a Quaker Merchant, built his ferry in 1757 and in the following decades bullt a 
tobacco warehouse, a tavern, and a dwelling near the banks of the James. Lynch's Ferry was located 
where Ninth Street now ends at the James River, establishing Ninth Street as the primary 
thoroughfare for traffic entering the city from the River. In 1786, the area bounded today by 
Commerce, Clay, Sixth and Twelfth streets was divided into L/? acre lots and named Lynchburg. As 
early as 1787, Lynch reserved the block between Main and Commerce and between Eighth and Ninth 
streets, indicating that he recognized the future center of the town. Lynch managed to keep his 
personal property on the bank of the river outside of the city limits. It was not until the early 19& 
century that the Lower Basin area, as it is known today, was annexed to the city. Although there 
are no structures that survive in the district from this period, the pattern of development with the 
center of town along Ninth and Main streets that was established continues to exist. 

Earlv National Period 11789-1830) 

By 1791, there were "numbers of small houses and about twenty good houses" and at least 14 stores 
in Lynchburg (Chambers 1981:15). The majority of the buildings at this time were small frame 
structures with gable ends to the street. Due to their modest size and frame construction, none of 
these early buildings survive in downtown Lynchburg. As the tobacco industry became more 
lucrative for the Lynchburg economy, the town expanded and was incorporated in 1805, and the 
following decade and a half was a very prosperous time for the city. John Lynch donated land to the 
town for the site of the first Courthouse, built in 1813 on the site of the present 1851 Lynchburg 
Court House (118-5163-0018). In the decade between 1810 and 1820, building activity in 
Lynchburg occurred mostly around the new Courthouse, on Courthouse Hill, which was then called 
Lynchburg Hill. Evidence of this prosperity can be seen in three, large-scale residences that survive 
in the district from this period. The181411857 Price-Turner House (118-5163-0001), comer of 
Clay and Sixth streets, is an extant example of residential architecture of this period. The original 
three-bay Federal-style house, with its servant's quarters located to the rear of the building, was 
situated on a large lot that is a marked contrast to the smaller lot sizes characteristic of the houses 
built later in the 19' century. It is said to be an authentic picture of a prosperous early 19Ih Century 
town establishment as any in the city (Chambers 198159). The house was enlarged with the 
construction of two additional bays in 1834 and remodeled in 1857 with the Greek-Revival style 
porch. The John Marshall Warwick House (118-5163-0033) and the Carter Glass House (118- 
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5163-0002) are two examples large residences dating from the 1820s that illustrating the transition 
from the Federal to the Greek-Revival style. The1826 Warwick House is the "only large, relatively 
unaltered house remaining from its period" (Chambers 1981:92). Similar in design to the Warwick 
House is its contemporary the1827 Carter Glass House, designated a National Historic Landmark 
for its association with Senator Carter Glass. 

In response to the rapid growth and development of Lynchburg, a new system for providing the city 
with water was developed. In 1828 the Lynchburg Water Works, designed by Albert Stein of 
Philadelphia, and a reservoir at Clay and Seventh Streets were built to meet the demand placed on 
the city's resources. This water works system was later replaced with a system designed by city 
engineer, August Forsberg in the 1880s. 

By 1829, a number of churches were established in Lynchburg, however none of their original 
buildings survive from this period. Six of the seven churches were located on the street that is now 
called Church Street. 

Antebellum Period (1830-1860) 

The period before the Civil War was a prosperous time for Lynchburg, particularly in respect to 
transportation. In 1840 the "First Grand Division" of the James River and Kanawha Canal was 
completed linking Richmond to Lynchburg. Also in 1840, Lynchburg became the eastem terminus 
and headquarters for the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad and its depot was built between the canal 
and the river at the end of Ninth Street, reinforcing the prominence of that central thoroughfare. 
Between 1851 and 1855, the Greek Revival Lynchburg Court House (118-5163-0002), designed 
by William S. Ellison, chief engineer of the Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, was built on the site of 
the town's first courthouse on Court Street as a terminus to the important axis of Ninth Street. Its 
locahon on the apex one of the highest hills in the city and at the terminus of one of the main arteries 
made it a focal point of the Lynchburg cityscape, a prominent landmark, and a visual trademark of 
the city. In the 1970s the City undertook the restoration of the Courthouse in celebration of the 
national bicentennial. The restored Old Courthouse now serves as the headquarters for the 
Lynchburg Museum System. 

Continuing on its rapid course of urbanization and industrialization. Lynchburg in the 1850s was 
called "the hub in the Virginia system of railroads" and as a result, development was concentrated 
in the Lower Basin, where the railroad facilities and warehouses were located (Lower Basin Historic 
District Nomination 8:g.l). In 1851, Lynchburg was reported to be second in per capita wealth to 
New Bedford Massachusetts, and in 1852 the city received its charter. Tobacco manufacturing 
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continued to be the major component of the economy of Lynchburg until just before the Civil War 
when industry became more diversified. Urban development ceased with the onset of the Civil War 
and most, if not all, of the city's tobacco warehouses were used for medical facilities. 

Civil War 11861.18652 

Lynchburg served as a major hospital and military encampment for the duration of the Civil War 
because of its prominence as a transportation hub. Troops were camped at Fort Davis on Diamond 
Hill, Lynchburg College on College Hill, and the Fair Grounds (now Miller Park) surrounding 
downtown and most of Lynchburg's tobacco warehouses were used as military hospitals. Still 
visible reminders of the Civil War and the Battle of Lynchburg, in June of 1864, are the earthworks 
of the city's inner defenses. In 1865, Lynchburg surrendered to union forces and remained under 
military rule until 1870. 

Reconstruction and Growth (1865-1914) 

Lynchburg continued to grow at a rapid rate after the war, with approximately 70% of the buildings 
in the district constructed during this period. Five hill neighborhoods surrounding the downtown 
area were annexed in the 1870s. Within the following decade the city built three new public schools, 
the new city market, and a new bridge across the James at the base of Ninth Street. With the 
increased building activity, a number of local architects -- including August Forsberg (first city 
engineer), Robert C. Burkholder, Edward G. Frye, and Aubrey Chesterman -- gained prominence as 
their buildings helped to shape the character of the city at the turn of the century. 

The progressive Reconstruction climate and booming economy in Lynchburg following the Civil 
War was evident in the number of public works projects constructed during this period. Ludwig 
August Forsberg served as the first city engineer, overseeing streets and as an architect designing 
public, and a few private, buildings. In 1883-1885, Forsberg designed the Clay Street Reservoir 
(118-5163-0009) at the comer of Clay and Sixth streets to replace the 1829 structure. In the early 
1900s. the firm of Edward Frye and Aubrey Chesteman designed the new City Auditorium and 
Market on Main between Eleventh and Twelfth Streets which evoked an Italian piazza with its 
arecaded Renaissance-palazzo facade. It replaced August Forsberg's 1870s market on the same site. 
The Frye and Chesteman building only served the city until 1932 when it was replaced by the City 
Auditorium and Armory Building (118-5163-0087) at 1200 Chuch Street. In 1909 construction 
began on the United States Post Office and Courthouse (118-5163-0060) at Monument Terrace. 
The Neoclassical building designed by James Knox Taylor replaced the 1880s building on the same 
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site. In 1897, the Hill City Masonic Lodge (118-5163-0066), designed by Edward G. Frye, was 
built on the comer of Church and Eleventh Streets. With its eclectic blend of Romanesque and 
Neoclassical details, it is one of Frye's first, and more restrained designs for the city of Lynchburg. 
This began a long and productive career for Frye, which continued into the early 2 0 ' ~  century. 

As tobacco sales declined after the Civil War, Lynchburg became a center for the production of iron 
products, textiles, shoes, boxes and wagons. In addition to the construction of warehouses and 
jobbing houses in the Lower Basin area, Downtown continued to develop as the financial and 
commercial center of Lynchburg. While a number of commercial buildings with cast-iron gacades 
were ~ 0 n s t ~ c t e d  in the late 1800s, the 1887 Lynchburg Furniture Company (118-5163-0109) at 
1023 Main Street is the only surviving example. The 1891 GuggenheimerIShearer Building (118- 
5163-0120) at 920-922 Main Street, is another commercial building from that era. For a short period 
of time after it was built it housed the Guggenheimer f a ~ & ~ ' s  dry goods store and for most of the 
early 20Ih Century the Shearer Brothers Furniture Store was located in the building. It has recently 
been renovated and is now High Peak Sportswear. Between 1905 and 1909 the Krise 
BuildingtAmerican National Bank (118-5163-0098) and the First National Bank (118-5163- 
0123) were built Downtown. The Beaux Arts Krise Building, with its prominent location at the 
comer of Ninth and Main Streets, was Lynchburg's tallest building until 1913. Thornton Marye 
designed the Neoclassical First National Bank at the comer of Main and Tenth Streets. Upon its 
completion in 1909, it became Downtown Lynchburg's second architectural monument to be 
featured in a national periodical. The ca. 1910 Mutual Savings Bank & Trust (118-5163-0123) 
at 1020 Main Street represents the "vault" genre of bank design in its one-story, one-bay 
Neoclassical design with large, central-arched entry. By 1914, a new skyscraper graced the skies 
with the construction of the ten-story People's National Bank (118-5163-0090) at 801 Main Street. 

Five of the eight churches in the district were built between the years of 1879 and 1895 to the designs 
of a number of prominent local and national architects. The Gothic-Revival style, followed closely 
by the Romanesque-Revival style, dominated these ecclesiastical designs and their tall spires defined 
the skyline along Clay and Church streets. Examples of the Gothic-Revival style include the Court 
Street Baptist Church (118-5163-0011), designed by Robert Burkholder for an African-American 
congregation, and the Holy Cross Catholic Church (118-5163-0010) by Forsberg, both of which 
were built in 1879. The style was carried to extreme verticality in the 1884-86 Victorian-Gothic 
design by New York architect John R. Thomas for First Baptist Church (118-5163-0040) at Court 
and Eleventh streets. The Romanesque-Revival also proved popular with the construction in 1889 
of St. Paul's Episcopal Church (118-5163-0003) to the design of the Philadelphia architect Frank 
Miles Day. This church was Lynchburg's first nationally recognized architectural monument, 
appearing in the American Architect and Building News of 1891. In 1899, Edward Frye followed 
in this style wlth h ~ s  designs for the First Presbyterian Church (118-5163-0017), later the First 
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Methodist Church, at the comer of Court and Ninth Streets, and Court Street Methodist Church 
(118-5163-0012) on the comer of Court and Seventh Street. This Romanesque-Revival design for 
the First Presbyterian Church is said to be one of the best examples of Frye's work. In that same 
year, Frye also designed the campanile for the Holy Cross Catholic Church (118-5163-0010). 

In the 1880s the residential Courthouse Hill neighborhood continued to develop rapidly. On 
Courthouse Hill there are a number of examples of high style residential architecture remaining from 
the period. The 1880 James W. Watts House (118-5163-0020). at 1007 Court Street. is the onlv . . 
su4v ing  example of high style Italian Villa style architecture in Lynchburg with its central towe;. 
Robert Burkholder was wrhaps the city's most prolific residential architect from the Reconstruction 

period and many of hisiesidences stiil exist today. They are especially concentrated within the 
Courthouse Hill portion of the district. Residential buildings from the 1880s vary in style; Italianate 
was the most commonly used style, particularly in Burkholder's designs (Ryan, 1981). Four 
residences from the 1880s attributed to Robert Burkholder include: the Edmund Schaeffer House 
(118-5163-0031) in the 700 block of Court Street; the Alexander A. Tunstall House (118-5163- 
0016) at 801 Court Street; the Thomas C. Wray House (118-5163-0021) at 101 1 Court Street; and 
the Edward C. Brown House (118-5163-0035) at 818 Court Street. The La Tour House (118- 
5163-0039) at 1022 Court Street, designed in 1897 by Edward G. Frye, stands as one of the best 
examples of the Queen-Anne style and is typical of Frye's residential designs. The Classical-revival 
style became popular in residential design in the early 20' century, as seen in the Fanny Hughs\es 
House, 1000 Court Street (118-5163-0037) and the D.M. Penick House, 1004 Court Street (118- 
5163-0038). Around the turn of the century, several apartment buildings were built in and around 
downtown. Aubrey Chesterman's 19 10 Courtland Apartment Building (118-5163-0027) at Court 
and Seventh Streets is an example of the new building type in the Classical-Revival style. This was 
one of the city's first downtown apartment buildings. 

World War I-World War I1 (1914-1945) 

A total of fourteen structures constructed during the period between the two world wars survive in 
the district, including several of Lynchburg's local landmarks. Monument Terrace (1924-25) (118- 
5163-0059). designed in 1924-1925 by Aubrey Chesterman, is perhaps the most identifiable 
monument from this period. Chesterman's steps replaced an earlier set designed by August 
Forsberg. The steps were originally conceived as a memorial to World War I veterans and have 
slnce included memorials to World War II and the Korean and Vietnam wars. Today, the 
monumental steps represent more than their original commemorative purpose as they stand as an 
architectural landmark in the city. The grand staircase with its granite foundation, limestone 
balustrade and steps, and brick paving detail achieves the ideal Beaux ArtstNeo-Classical balance 


































































































































































