


7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
--excellent deteriorated -unaltered X original site 
- good ruins altered -moved date 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Conner House i s  a two-story, gable-roof,  s tone  res idence  cons t ruc ted  i n  two p a r t s .  
The main s e c t i o n ,  b u i l t  ca .  1800-1820, has a  more s t e e p l y  pi tched roof than t h e  l a t e r  wing, 
which was cons t ruc ted  i n  1855. The s tone  is l o c a l l y  quarr ied  red sandstone,  o r  "brownstone," 
probably dug from one of two known q u a r r i e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

The 18"-20"-thick.walls of t h e  o l d e r ,  main s e c t i o n  a r e  cons t ruc ted  of l a r g e ,  roughly 
shaped blocks l a i d  i n  approximate courses ,  while  t h e  smal le r  s tones  on t h e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  
a r e  l a i d  i n  l e s s  well-defined courses  of rubble.  Large s tone  l i n t e l s  a r e  present  above t h e  
doors  and windows. The s tone  is  mortared wi th  l ime and sand and repoin ted  i n  p laces  wi th  
port land cement. The e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  previous ly  were whitewashed. There a r e  a l s o  t r a c e s  
of yellow ochre  pa in t  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  beneath t h e  whitewash. There is an e x t e r i o r  s tone  
chimney on t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n  and a n  i n t e r i o r  s tone  chimney on t h e  west end 
of t h e  l a t e r  s ec t ion .  Both of t h e s e  chimneys have been r epa i r ed  wi th  b r i ck .  

A two-story, e a r l y  20th-century frame a d d i t i o n ,  formerly loca ted  on t h e  r e a r  o r  no r th  
s i d e  of t h e  house 's  main s e c t i o n ,  contained a  k i t chen  on t h e  f i r s t  . f l o o r ;  t h e  a d d i t i o n  was 
removed by t h e  previous owner because of i ts  poor condi t ion .  A one-story, open porch once 
stood on t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house and spanned p a r t  of both s e c t i o n s .  

Beneath t h e  r e c e n t l y  r epa i r ed ,  metal-covered gable  roof t h e r e  is a molded corn ice  on 
t h e  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n  and a box corn ice  on t h e  l a t e r  add i t ion .  Simple box t r i m  is employed 
around t h e  previous ly  shu t t e red  212 s l id ing-sash  windows and around t h e  doors.  The windows, 
though most of t h e  panes now a r e  broken, were probably l a t e  19th- o r  e a r l y  20th-century 
replacements of e a r l i e r  616 sash.  

The main s e c t i o n ,  which measures approximately 27'5" x 20' ,  has a  s ide -ha l l  plan,  
with an e n t r y  h a l l  conta in ing  a n  open-str ing,  s i n g l e - f l i g h t  s t a i r  oppos i t e  t h e  f r o n t  en- 
t r ance  and a s i n g l e ,  l a r g e  room t o  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  h a l l .  The a d d i t i o n  of t h e  two-story 
wing converted t h e  house 's  p lan  t o  a  c e n t r a l - h a l l  p lan ,  wi th  a  s i n g l e  room on e i t h e r  s i d e  
of t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l .  

The house's i n t e r i o r  has  been ruined through d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and vandalism. It is 
apparent ,  however, t h a t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  been changed g r e a t l y .  There a r e  no remaining man- 
t e l s ,  a l though f i r e p l a c e  openings a r e  p resen t  i n  t h e  two rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The 
open-string, s i n g l e - f l i g h t  s t a i r  probably was i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  o r  e a r l y  20th 
century.  The newel, b a l u s t e r s ,  and most of t h e  r a i l  a r e  missing.  The door and window 
t r i m  i s  predominantly p l a i n  box t r i m  with b u t t  j o i n t s ,  probably da t ing  t o  t h e  l a t e  19 th  
o r  e a r l y  20th century.  There is some e a r l i e r ,  beaded a r c h i t r a v e  trim around t h e  doors  and 
deeply s e t  windows on t h e  second f l o o r  of t h e  o l d e r  s ec t ion .  Though much of t h e  f l o o r i n g  
throughout is medium-width,tongue-and-groove (replacement) pine,  some of t h e  e a r l y  wide 
p ine  f l o o r s  a r e  present  s t i l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  second f l o o r .  It appears  t h a t  "new" 
p a r t i t i o n s  were added on t h e  second f l o o r ,  probably i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th century ,  t hus  c rea t ing  
four  rooms from t h e  two upper rooms t h a t  had ex i s t ed  s i n c e  1855. A much e a r l i e r  second- 
f l o o r  room d i v i s i o n ,  however, i s  suggested by s i g n s  of o t h e r  p a r t i t i o n s .  Before t h e  addi- 
t i o n  of t h e  p resen t  s t a i r ,  t h e  h a l l  on t h e  second f l o o r  poss ib ly  was a  wider room and 
fea tured  a  s t a i r  t o  t h e  a t t i c  which has been removed s ince .  The roof of t h e  o lde r  s e c t i o n  
has been r e b u i l t ,  evidenced by t h e  presence of hewn r a f t e r s  which have been re inforced  with 
sawn timbers.  The a t t i c  of t h e  o lde r  s e c t i o n  shows s i g n s  of having been f in i shed  wi th  l a t h  
and p l a s t e r .  The sawn-off ends of s e v e r a l  heavy hewn j o i s t s  can be seen r e s t i n g  on t h e  
p l a t e  of t h e  house 's  o l d e r  s ec t ion .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet //I) 
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8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 

1800-1899 
X 1900- 

Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e h e c k  and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law science 
X agriculture -economics -literature - sculpture 
X architecture -education X military - social1 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications 2 industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specificdates ca. 1810; 1855 BuilderiArchitect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Conner House served from J u l y  t o  Novemher 1861 a s  t h e  headquar te rs  of General 
Joseph E. Johnston, commander of t h e  Confederate Army during t h e  f i r s t  s e v e r a l  months 
of i t s  exis tence .  The house a l s o  was used a s  a h o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  wounded of t h e  F i r s t  
and Second B a t t l e s  of Manassas (Bull Run). One of t h e  few remaining antebellum res idences  
i n  t h e  growing Manassas reg ion ,  t h e  red f i e l d s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  ca .  1810, probably 
a s  an ove r see r ' s  house, and su rv ives  a s  an example of a dwelling type  indigenous t o  t h e  
a rea .  During t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  20th century  t h e  proper ty  was owned by t h e  Conner 
family,  p r o p r i e t o r s  of one of P r ince  William County's major d a i r y  farms. I n  an a rea  r ap id ly  
l o s i n g  i ts  h i s t o r i c a l  ambiance through i n t e n s e  suburban development, t h e  Conner House s tands  
a s  an important reminder of t h e  deep r o o t s  of t h e  Manassas a rea .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Conner House s t ands  on land owned i n  t h e  1 8 t h  century  by t h e  Hooe family,  one of 
t h e  f i r s t  f a m i l i e s  t o  s e t t l e  i n  P r ince  William County. The Hooes owned t h e  ex tens ive  t r a c t  
of land southwest of t h e  house known a s  Mayfield, upon which Manassas Junct ion ,  t h e  f i r s t  
r a i l r o a d  depot i n  t h e  Manassas a rea ,  was b u i l t  i n  1851. The house probably was b u i l t  by 
s l a v e  l abor  and o r i g i n a l l y  had a s ide -ha l l  p lan  with a n  e x t e r i o r  end chimney and s t e e p l y  
p i tched ,  heavy-timber roo f .  The s t r u c t u r e  reached i ts  present  propor t ions  ca .  1855 wi th  
t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  two-story s tone  wing with a n  i n t e r i o r  end chimney and one room per 
f l o o r .  The a l t e r a t i o n  was a t y p i c a l  one and demonstrates how many houses i n  Virg in ia  
were enlarged i n  t h e  1 9 t h  century  t o  meet t h e  demands f o r  g r e a t e r  space. 

The C i v i l  War s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  house was not  f u l l y  known u n t i l  Van Loan Naisawald, 
a l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  formerly employed by t h e  National  Park Serv ice ,  consul ted t h e  papers of 
George C.  Round, a n  e a r l y  c i t i z e n  and c i v i c  f i g u r e  of Manassas. These contained a r e fe rence  
t o  t h e  s tone  house, e a s t  of t h e  c i t y ,  t h a t  had, along wi th  ~ i b e r i a , l s u r v i v e d  t h e  war and 
was s tanding  i n  1865. I n  reviewing Johns ton ' s  correspondence f o r  d e t a i l s  of a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  t h e  Manassas a r e a  dur ing  t h e  period J u l y  1861 - March 1862, i t  emerged t h a t  Johnston 
f r equen t ly  was da t ing  h i s  papers  "The Duncan House - Manassas." Naisawald went back t o  
t h e  census d a t a  f o r  Tudor Ha l l ,  a s  t h e  a r e a  was c a l l e d  i n  t h e  1860 census. The census 
da ta  corroborated t h e  evidence t h a t  Duncan's House was indeed t h e  Conner House. 

With a commanding p o s i t i o n  overlooking t h e  Orange and Alexandria Rai lroad,  (now t h e  
Southern Railway), i n  ope ra t ion  from Alexandria t o  Manassas Junct ion  s i n c e  1851, t h e  pro- 
pe r ty  served a s  t h e  s i t e  of Confederate encampments throughout t h e  war. A Timothy O'Sull ivan 
photograph, dated 1862 and l abe led  " the  Yellow Hospital',' r e c e n t l y  was i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a photo- 
graph of t h e  Conner House. Many C i v i l  War a r t i f a c t s  have been found i n  t h e  yard and i n  t h e  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #1) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property *roximatel~ 1 _acre 

Quadrangle name Manassas, V i rg in i a  Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

UMT References 
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

CI LlLLLd L l ldLd DLLJ u L . L L J l d  
E l  U-lLd u F w  u u 
GI u u H W  u u 
Verbal boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a po in t  800' NW of Southern Railway 
t r a c k s ,  3200' E of S t a t e  Route 28, SE of ltanassas Park; thence extending 200' SSW; thence 
extending 200' WNW, thence extending 200' NNE; thence extending 200' ESE t o  poin t  of o r i g i n .  

List  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By a l l l a  PiD.+ c- 
(1) Frances Jones, Arch i t ec tu ra l  His tor ian ,  Northern . . .  . . 

nameltitle(21 V i r e i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date January 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

city or town Ri~hmond state Virg in ia  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X - state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8%- 
usion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 

set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 
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The bu i ld ing  i s  i n  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  condi t ion .  The house, which was purchased by t h e  Ci ty  
of Manassas Park i n  1973, probably had gone unoccupied f o r  about f i v e  yea r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
s a l e .  Vandals have broken windows and wrecked t h e  i n t e r i o r .  I n  1976 a cha in  l i n k  fence  
was erec ted  by Manassas Park t o  prevent  f u r t h e r  vandalism. A t  about t h e  same t i m e  t h e  
d e t e r i o r a t e d  two-story frame wing on t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house was demolished. There i s  a l a r g e  
crack on t h e  south wa l l ,  where t h e  two s e c t i o n s  were joined.  I n  1978 t h e  roof was repa i red ,  
thus  preventing f u r t h e r  water damage t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  Some of t h e  windows have been sealed 
t o  avoid more weather damage. According t o  a l o c a l  c o n t r a c t o r ' s  e s t ima te  i n  1976, the  s tone  
s h e l l  of t h e  bui ld ing  could be r epa i r ed ,  though some of t h e  s tones  would have t o  be replaced 
o r  r e in fo rced ,  while  some of t h e  t imbers  on t h e  i n s i d e  could be preserved. 

The house i s  loca ted  i n  western P r ince  William County, no r th  of Manassas and e a s t  of 
t h e  C i ty  of Manassas Park, which owns t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The house, now unoccupied, r e s t s  on 
a s l i g h t  h i l l  overlooking t h e  t r a c k s  of t h e  Southern Railway, which pass  by t h e  f r o n t ,  o r  
south s i d e ,  of t h e  house. About a mi l e  t o  t h e  e a s t  t h e  wooded b l u f f s  r i s e  above Bull Run. 
Northeast of t h e  house is t h e  modern, low-rise,  county-owned New Dominion School. To t h e  
west and northwest i s  Osbourn Park High School; and a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  h i l l  on which t h e  
house s i t s  is Manassas P a r k ' s  Soc ia l  Serv ices  Department housed i n  a corrugated metal ,  one- 
s t o r y ,  gable-roof s t r u c t u r e .  Beside t h i s  bui ld ing  and f r o n t i n g  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r acks  is 
an i n d u s t r i a l l y  zoned pa rce l .  

The h i l l  on which t h e  house s i t s  has  been resheped, i n  p a r t  t o  accommodate New Dominion 
School. The 70-foot drop t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  once gradual ,  has  been made s t eepe r  i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  house, probably t o  provide f i l l  f o r  road and o the r  cons t ruc t ion  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  
h i l l .  

There a r e  no outbui ld ings  s tanding  on t h e  proper ty .  Formerly, t h e r e  was a log  k i tchen  
behind t h e  house. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a l a r g e  d a i r y  barn and s e v e r a l  o the r  farm build-  
ings  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  New Dominion School. The house is t h e  only remaining bui ld ing  of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  100-acre farm. The house has been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  an 1862 photograph taken by 
Timothy O'Sull ivan and labe led  "The Yellow Hospital ."  I n  t h i s  photograph, a one-story 
frame a d d i t i o n  appears  on t h e  house ' s  no r th  end, and among t h e  o t h e r  v i s i b l e  outbui ld ings ,  
t h e r e  is a one-story log  s t r u c t u r e  west of t h e  house and a small ,  frame, weatherboarded 
s t r u c t u r e  off  t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  house. Frances Jones. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The bounds have been drawn t o  include t h e  house and approximately 
one a c r e  conta in ing  t h e  probable  s i t e s  of  t h e  outbui ld ings  which once surrounded t h e  main 
8 .  SIGNIFICANCE s t r u c t u r e .  

ad jo in ing  f i e l d s .  The house a l l e g e d l y  was s t r u c k  by a cannon s h e l l  i n  an a r t i l l e r y  duel  
i n  1861. 

Joseph E. Johnston was t h e  sen io r  Confederate f i e l d  genera l  when he a r r i v e d  i n  Manassas 
on July 20, 1861,with a small  army from Winchester. H i s  f o r c e s  combined with those  of 
General Beauregard, a l r eady  a t  Manassas, t o  d e f e a t  Federa l  t roops  under General I.TcDowel1 
i n  t h e  F i r s t  B a t t l e  of Manassas on J u l y  21, 1861. Following t h e  b a t t l e  both Johnston and 
Beauregard remained i n  t h e  Manassas a r e a  i n  a s t r ange  command r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Johnston was 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 82) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

terined t h e  commander of t h e  Confederate Army of t h e  Potomac and commander of t h e  Second 
Corps of t h a t  army ( h i s  own t roops  from Winchester).  Beauregard c a l l e d  himself t h e  corn- 
mander of t h e  F i r s t  Corps, Army of t h e  Potomac, though no o rde r s  from Richmond ever  con- 
firmed t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Both gene ra l s  s tayed i n  t h e  Manassas a rea  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  winter  
of 1861-62. 

Following t h e  C i v i l  War u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  1 9 t h  century ,  t h e  proper ty  was held by 
t h e  But le rs ,  Greenes, Rickards, Bennetts,  and Rouses. Throughout t h i s  period i t  a l s o  may 
have been a t tached t o  Bloom's Grove, a  commercial s tone  quarry t h a t  operated i n  Manassas 
from t h e  Reconstruct ion e r a  t o  t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  

The name Conner r e f e r s  t o  t h e  family who owned t h e  property from 1914-1973. Under 
t h e  ownership of E. R .  Conner, t h e  property became t h e  c e n t e r  of a  400-acre d a i r y  farm, 
one of t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  P r ince  William County. Milk was shipped t o  Washington, D.  C.,from 
Bloom's Crossing,  a  r a i l r o a d  s t o p  Conner e rec ted  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  h i l l  near  h i s  house. 

Af ter  1971 t h e  Conner farm was d iv ided ,  wi th  t h e  l a r g e r  po r t ion  being so ld  t o  t h e  
Pr ince  William School Board, and a l l  of t h e  farm bu i ld ings  except t h e  house were demolished, 
inc luding  an o ld  log  k i t chen  which s a t  behind t h e  house. I n  1973 t h e  Town (now Ci ty)  of 
Manassas Park purchased t h e  house and yard.  Located j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  Manassas Park c i t y  
l i m i t s ,  t h e  house r e c e n t l y  was saved from demoli t ion by t h e  Manassas Park Woman's Club 
who, with o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s ,  a r e  p re sen t ly  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  house. The c i t y  has 
encouraged t h e  p rese rva t ion  e f f o r t  by dec la r ing  t h e  house a n  important h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  
wi th in  t h e  community and 'by  appropr i a t ing  funds f o r  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  proper ty .  

Frances Jones 

l ~ i b e r i a ,  b u i l t  ca .  1825 and l i s t e d  on t h e  National  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  i n  1980, 
i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  Ci ty  o f  Manassas, about  one mi l e  west of  t h e  Conner House. 
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