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I. Name c 

hlstorlc . Boldmp ( . F b l t h m  Baldrif f. Neck) Plantation k c b h $ i c a l  ---. S i t e  

and/or common Jbyer Farm 

street h number (- LB1 not tor puMicatlan 

NewportNews,VA . . city, town ' 
. . .  . , 

?$!& vicinlty at conqnulolul dktrict 1, w i b l e  

Virginia . 51 I state code county N/A code 7* 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership , Statua Present Use - dlstrlct - public 2L occupied 2- agriculture , - museum 
- bulldlng(s) , 5 private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress - educational X. prhfate residence 
X - site Publlc Acquisition Accasslble - entertainment - religious 
- object - In process _X_ yes: restricted - government - acientlfic 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - lndustrlal . - transportation 
N/A n o  . - miMary - other: 

4. Owner of Proaert~ 

name ~ ~ l v a n u s '  M. hbver - - 
street h number - 
city, town Newort m, stcltc Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 
8 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. NqI0I-t Courthouse -- 

street 6 number 2400 Washington A m u e  -- 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
VFrginia Research m t e r  for  Archaeology site 
title sttmey f@ ,44NN5,6. and 40 haa thls property been determined elegibls? y e  no 

f 

date April 1'978, August 1 9 7 9 , ' ~ ~  1981 , f e d e r a l  - x sIate - county - 10-1 

db~ository for survev records lrirginia W a r &  e n t e r  for Archaeology 

city, town W n m  Kitchen, Cbllege of William and Masy, Wil l iBmSbwg state VA --- 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     09/15/1981                                                          NRHP  09/16/1982



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent - deteriorated 2 unaltered 25- orlginal slts N /A 
-good X rulns - altered - moved date 
- fair y unexposed 

Describe tho present and original (il known) physical appearance 

In an 1897 a r t i c l e  in the Willim and hda;ry Qlarterly, Lyon G. Tyler refemnoed the 
p m n c e  of a brick foundertlon, o v e r ~ _ _ b y ~ g e t a t i o n ,  in an area tradit ionally be- 
lieved t o  be the ancient Cble plantation, Boldrup. Anthropology students fran the  Col- 
lege of William and Mary conducted a surface survey of the property i n  1974 and 1976 
and noted t he  pmsgnce of artifact concentrations on the farm's p l m d  fields. 

In 1978 km &rs of the A r ~ l o g l c a l  Society of Yirginia reported the Myer 
Rum sites to the Yirginia Reseaxch Cecter for ,kmhaalogy, at which time the sites mre 
W e d  i n  t he  state's off f cia1 inventory. A subsequent series of archaeological f i e ld  
arveys conducted by the VRCA i n  April 1978 and the spring of 1981 identif ied and de- 
lineated three d iminc t  uchaeolagical sf tes at the myer  Farm. 

u a ~ ,  I td l ian s l i m ,  and-Dutch brick ;h-ag;ments have been found i n  association with 
locally made tobacco pipes, dating ca. 1620-60. 

Of special  importance is an English pipe bowl f cmd at 41NN40, which bears an ap 
pl ied  fo l i a t e  mtif ( Photo 2). ?Pre pi* is likely t o  have been mufac tu red  prior 
to 1630, presenting the  possibil i ty that  the myer Etun was occupied during the  years 
of Virginia Ormpetny settlanent. The pipets elaborate &caration suggests tha t  it m y  
have been an ormmrital  piece,)an item which m l d  have been owned by a person of af- 
f luence such as Csvern~r John Harvey, who lived a t  Roldrup ca. 1638. A second pipe 
bowl, bearing the  incursive initials, E L, was also found at 44NN40. Attributed to  
the mufac tu re  of EdA.ard Lewis, the pipe dates to the period 1620-1660 (Photo 3). 

Ocarpation at eQNN40, as evidenced by artifacts present an the surface of the site, 
is divisible i n to  t w  distinct periods. The f i r s t  period, ranging fnrn the ear ly  17th 
to the ear ly  18th centu?ies, spans the omemhip of the Stephens, Harvey, Berkeley 
and mle families, a tirlle Men, according t o  documen* .research, the site was can- 
t inwusly occupied. Artifacts fmn a later period of occupation, fran the  late 18th 
century into the  early 19th century, includes the years Boldrup was possessed by a 
non-mident owner, Miles Cary. 

. " - 
to the 19th centuries, m r s  an area 200 feet i n  di&ter, I&renish and English4'txlrrwn 
stonenam, locally made coarseware, a brass button, fmgrmts of a -deIftwnm ~introent 
pot and de l f t  tiles, and st- of locally fllade tobacco pipes, all  of which date to 

See Continuation Sheet #1 



8. Sianif icance 

Period Aream of S i g n i f i c a n c ~ ~ t k  and justify below 
- archeology-prehlstorlc -- community planning - iendscspe a r c h l t e c t u m  reilgion 
X archeology-hlstoric - conservatlon - law - science 

agriculture - economlcr - literature - sculpture 
- erchltectum - educatlon - mllltrry s o c W  - 
- art - englneerlng - music humanltarlan 

commerce X exploratlon/settlemsnt - philosophy - theater 
- communlcatlonr - Industry - polltlcrigoverment - tmnapoftatlon 

- Invention - other (rpeclfy) 

,Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

was owned in succession by Albanarle Governor Samuel Stephens, tm Virginia governars, 
Sir  John Harvey and Sir  W i l l i a m  Berkeley, and the Cole and Gary f m i l i e s ,  who were pro- 
m t  in the affairs  of the colony. The t d s  of William Cole and his second and third 
wives and their children, a l l  deceased i n  the late 17th and early 18th century, are located 
at Boldrup near t.?e foundation rgnains of their  haw. Scientific excavation of the archaeo- 

). logical s i t e s  at Boldrup would yield unique research data on one of the earliest sett led 
areas in America' s oldest English colony. 

In Novanber 1631 Samuel Stephens, son of Richard Stephens, a menber of the General 
A s s d l y  in 1624, acquired the Boldrup tracc by means of a c q l e x  land e x c l q e  with 
William Claibome's attorney, Richard James. %me1 Stephens had inherited fran his 
father Land along Waters Creek which had belonged to his materndl grandfather, Abraham 
Piercy, the cape merchant. Piercy's property had descended to  Elizabeth Piercy Stephens, 
Emuel Stephens ' s mother, but when she married Richard Stephens, it had becane part of her 
husband' s estate. Chsequently , when Richard Stephens died, Elizabeth' s land was conveyed 
to  their son, SEllTUel. 

S a w 1  Stqhens traded his grandfather's Waters Creek property for Claiborne's land 
at Boldrup . S-1 Stephens ' s 1636 patent &tails his transactim with Claibome' s 
a t m y  and notes that he acquired 500 acres on the south side of the Warwick River, 
t o  which he added another 750 acres. Same1 Stephens also was granted his father'  s 2,000 ' acres near Back River, w i t h  the provision that his mother receive her daRl. right to  one 
t-hird interest  in the property. 

(See Contimation Sheet #2) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Anonymus. "A Ast  of the Living and Dead in Virginia, February 16, 1623, " (19th c e n m  

reprint of British Public Records, Colonial Willimsburg ~aundarim) . 
Dixon' s Vfinla Gazette. (Williamsburg, Decgnber 13, 1776) . 

(See continuati& Sheet #5) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadranglo name Mulberry I s l e  , , . VA . , 
UMT Rekrencas 

Zone Eastlng Northing 

Owdrangle scale 1 ; 24000 

- 
Llmt all mtatos and countlea lor properties overlapping state or county boundariem 

state H/A code county N/A code 

strto N/A code county N/A code 

4 4 . Form Premared BY 

c, 
grgmlzation Virginia Historic l a d m r k s  Caunission date h l y  15, 1982 

c h  or town R i c m  Virginia 23219 

12. State Historic ~reserwation Officer Certification 
The OVeluatd elgniflcance of this property wlthln the state Is: 

- natlonal X -- state - local 

As the designated State H1s:ork Prebervatio servatlon Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate thls propem tor lncl rtlfy that It her been evaluated 
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t h e  late 17th mntury  , Gre recovered fran t he  site.  he' presence of 18th-century 
ceramics, such as salt-glazed stonelmre, I h t t  inghan stoneware, Chfnese porcelain, and 
Yiillih Rogers coarsewan?, window class, and 18th century pipestem fr-nts, as 
w e l l  as 19th century ceramics such as Albany slipware, Rockingham and blue and grey 
stoneware, s p a t t e r  blue pearlware, whiteware and pressed glass, ind ica tes  t h a t  t h e  
site's occupation spanned t h e  18th century and extended i n t o  t h e  mid-19th century. 
Testing of t h e  si te indicated t h e  presence of surviving subsurface features. 

Cole, deceased i n  1694,has survived i n t a c t  (Photo 4). ~ccording to an 1897 article I 
i n  the William and I- Quarterly, Cole's second wife, Ann @igg&, and t h e i r  two I 

chi ldren,  and h i s t h i r d  wife, 1,kth.a Leas, and t h e i r  three childreri, are also buried 
in t h e  Cble csmetery at Ebldrup. m e n t l y  a t o t a l  of eight graves, mrIied by 
broken t a k s t o n e s ,  axe hidden beneath underbrush at the  site. (F'hoto 5). 

I 
I 
I 
! 

M. b y e r ,  =sides at Afoyer Emn i n  a twentieth century house, a s t ruc tu re  not in- 
cluded i n  t h i s  n h i n a t i o n .  Boldrup's acreage is c m n t l y  used f o r  c m m n i t y  gardening. - 

I 

The threat of urban developrent a t  Boldrup is irmiiient. 
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In 1637 Stephens's mther patented 500 acres a t  Boldrup ''by right of her father 
Abraham Piercie for transportation of aio persons."l Docunentary evfdence suggests that 
she constructed a hune on the property shortly thereafter. 

Elizabeth Piercy Stephens was living a t  Fioldrup i n  1635 when she muzied Sir John 
Harvey, the contruva-sial gwernor of Virginia wham Charles I sent back to  the colony in 
1637 after M w e y  had been thrust fran office m years earlier. Harvey, seeking revenge 
against Capt. Same1 Matthews of Denbigh for seeking his ramdl in 1635, alleged soon 
af ter  his marriage that Matthem had impirged on Elizabeth's property rights in relation 
to the estate of I4atthtws ' s la te  wife, Frances Grernrille Piercy . E b e y  ' s case against 

4 Matti~ews was dismissed, however, and Harvey was disnissed, t o  be replaced by Sir Francis 
Wyatt as gavernor in 1639. 

FSnen Elizabeth Piercy Stephens Harvey died, Boldrur, reverted back to the theersnip of 
Samel Stephens. II:~ 1652 Samuel Stephens conveyed Bo1cIm.p in  trust as a marriage con- 
sideration to  his future wife, Frances Culpeper. A t  that time, Eoldmp plantation consisted 
of 1,350 acres. Sarnlel Stephens be- the second governor of Albanarle in October 1667, 
serving under the Lords Proprietors. Consequently, Sarmel and F'rances Stephens mved to 
North Carolina. In their absence, a n-a1 named John Hill resided a t  Boldrup. 

hue1 Stephens died in December 1669. (X1 April 21, 1670, F'rafaces Culpeper Stephens, 
as his r e l i c t ,  petitioned the General C o u r t  for possession of the land, and all personal 
estate a t  b l d r u p  , as Stephens had died wi%out issue. Samuel Stephens ' s w i l l  was 
recorded s ~ t a n e o u s l y .  A mcmrh later, Frances Culpeper S t e p h a s  became the wife of 
Virginia Gavemcr W i l l i a m  Berkeley and m e d  to his hane, Green Spring. 

In April 1671 Sir William Berkeley and his wife, Frances, sold Boldrup 's  1,350 1 acres to L t .  Colonel William Calc for 450 p a o d .  s t a l ing ,  a transacticm which was 
c d i n n e d  by fornral action of the General A s s d l y  in 1674 and which details the land's 
mership. Cole was made a maher of the Governor ' s Council in Narch 1674/ 75. During 
Bacon's M e l l i o n  he s q q o ~ t e d  Six TJilliarn Berkeley and was one of ISCI Council h e r s  
delegated t o  confer w i t h  Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., when he and his  fusileers besieged the 

I Statehouse at  Jmiestuwn i n  1676. 
(See CmtFmr,~don Sheet: #3) 

10. GEoGiWlUCAL MTA -- Ebmdary Justification - 

(See Contimation Sheet 113) 










