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O R I G I N A L  ( I / k n o w n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P Y A R A N C E  

I The f i r s t  >lathews >lanor House. b u i l t  sometime before  1630. measured about 

f 21 ' x 5 1 ' ,  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  c h i k e y ,  a  porch chamber, and b r i c k  foundat ions;  I 
] i t  probably  was b r i c k  nogged. There i s  a n  adequate d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h i s  1 
i house i n  1649, the only  house desc r ibed  i n  an  account o f  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  1 

V i r g i n i a  and published i n  London a t  t h a t  time. This s i t e  a l s o  inc ludes  
t h e  house, much a long t h e  same l i n e s ,  b u i l t  i n  the  1650's a f t e r  t h e  
dt+st.ruction of  the f i r s t  Mathews Manor House by f i r e .  Samuel Mathews, 
sometime a c t i n g  governor of V i r g i n i a ,  b u i l t  the  house and probably w a s  
a b s e n t  i n  England when i t  w a s  des t royed by f i r e .  H i s  son,  i n  s t r a i t e n e d  

I ci rcumstances  and needing a  roof over  h i s -  head, probably b u i l t  t h e  second 1 
( house,  of s imple  p o s t s  i n  the  ground, soon a f t e r  the  f i r e .  The La te r  Denbigli 
( p l a n t a t i o n  house of t h e  Digges-family was b u i l t  nearby i n  the  e ighreen th  1 I cen tu ry .  I 
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STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE I 
The house is s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  being one of t h e ,  few i n t a c t  sites of houses 
o f  the f i r s t  hal f -century of se t t lement  in  Virginia  t o  be excavated. I t  
has  a d d i t i o n a l  archaeological  i n t e r e s t  s ince  the e a r l i e s t  known porce la in  
i n  Vi rg in ia ,  a s  we l l  as o the r  e a r l y  a r t i f a c t s ,  were found here .  The owner 
has  attempted t o  preserve the foundations i n  a publ ic  garden, and they w i l l  
be i n t e r p r e t e d  both i n  the  ground and through a comprehensive publ ica t ion  
now being prepared by I. Noel Hume. Early blacksmithing ope ra t i ons ,  
documented t o  1626, are an i n t e r e s t i n g  fea tu re  of the s i t e ,  as a r e  the 
o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  revealed by the a r t i t a c t s .  The s i t e  has  
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a rchaeo log ica l ly  i n  t ha t  it provided a r a t h e r  complete 
c h r o n i c l e  of events  on an important p lan ta t ion  f o r  a l im i t ed  per iod (1620's 
1660 ' s )  wi th  very few in t ru s ions  of l a t e r  mater ia l .  
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