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Hil%on Village Historic District is situeated zdjacent to Lhe cosh
tenk of the James River and is located epproximately tvo miles nortih of
the MNevport XNews Shipbuilding and Dry Zeck Compeny saipyerd. The v1_l ne
gncompesses an zrea of approximately 65 acres and contains aporeximetely
30C edifices, most of which were constructed under the auspices ¢ <he
federal government in 1918 and 1919, Designed to resemble the villazes
of Tudor Erzland, hilton has mostly Jacobethan style structures, but -
numercus exampies of the Dutch and Georgiar Colonial modes are prescad .
as well,

The Filton Village planaing tesm selected this particular site, —
originaxlly knowrn as the Darliug Tract, because of its accessibilisty 3
the shipyard viz a plannzd extensinn of the Newport Hews streetcar line
and the levciness of *terrain which made clearing and site prepcration
relatively zimple. 1In designing the village laycut the planning tezx
utilized a modified zridiron :treet pattern with sircets running nespen-
dicular and avenues parallel to the James River. The sireets purpczely L
vers made narrov in the hope of discouraging eutemobile traffic end rzuzed
in width frem 20 3o 50 feet. EBuilding lots ranged in widtk fromw 25 <o
450 feet, and their depth wes set at between 118 znd 130 feet so that b2 p—
tenancs could have gardans. Less then half of the 200 acres awaliizvie
was utilizza for the projzect. Most of tae area south of River Reond ¢
the James River was set uside for the fulture construction of larce hones,
and most of the acreage wast of Post Street wms earmarked for = Zilton
Villese Extencion, wkhich wes planned but never constructed.

+ The decision wo model Hilton after an early Inglish village undonbs-

edly reflectad the inTluence of the Brivish "new towng’ moverant cn The

projoet's planners. Utilizing basically the Jecobethan, Duteh Colonisl,

and Jeorpian Colenial styles, ithe architects devised fourteen difierant
variscions on these thones and designed edifices ranzing in heignt from
one-and-z-tal’ to two-and-a-holf stories and a vwidth from two to Twelivs
bays. By »lacing houses of different siyles znd sizes “hreouzhout the
village inctead of grouring them, they managed to avoid the "tract hous
Yook, Despite the fact that ¢1l the houses were of wood frame constru.
tion, they wsre given further Individuality by slternotely sheathing ©
“either in stucco, shingles, or clepbozrds. Windows were e;tner of a2
the siz-over—-six wood sash or six-paned casement variety and vere s i
rectanpular surrounds. To & large degree, the steeply piteched an? zazula
slsta covered rcofs, including the gambrel, hipped, clipped gzanirel, ra®l
and clipped gable tirpes, were recponsible for giving the village 1ts
unigue cheracter,

e

The planners asveoted a great dezl of atitention to the intericrz cf
the homes zs well, zné they were given featurss thai were sormewind
for thet era. Im zddi*ion to ex:e*lent hardwveod floors, ecch rasits
bad built~in double Murphy teds and wardirobe dressers in the bzircims
carinctes in the dining roou., Tor COOh*hL each had a cocl rengs 2nd Tor
bervciang nurseses, all had fireplaces and floor heaters. -































