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Lee kll surv ives  a s  t h e  only  major n ine teen th  century  p l zn ta -  
t ior ,  lioiise on V i r g i n i a ' s  Lower Peninsula .  The l a r g e  b r i c k  mansion i s  
loca ted  on a  broad h i l l  commanding a  wide view of  t h e  surrounding c u l t i v a t e d  
f i e l d s  and p a s t u r e  land.  The modern commercial jumble of  g r e a t e r  Newport 
News is y e t  o u t  of v i s u a l  reach of  t h e  proper ty .  

A s m l l  e a r t h e r n  f o r t  on t h e  f r o n t  lawn remains the  only  

I 
evidence of  the  house ' s  m i l i t a r y  occupat ion i n  t h e  l iar  Between the  S t a t e s .  

I The f ive-bay house, s t and ing  two s t o r i e s  above a n  e l eva ted  
bascmcnt has  a  boxy appearance due t o  i t s  very  shal low hipped roof and heavy 
co rn ice .  The two-story,  three-bay b r i c k  gues t  house t A  t h e  sou th  i s  l e s s  
iiiiposing and morc v e r t i c a l ,  bu t  i t  too has a  r e c t i l i n e a r  q u a l i t y .  The f r o n t  
xiall  of the  mansion i s  cons t ruc ted  of  a l l  s t r e t c h e r  brickwork, whi le  the  s i d e  
and back w a l l s  a r e ,  l i k e  t h e  gues t  house, l a i d  i n  f ive-course  American bond. 
130th s t r u c t u r e s  have i n t e r i o r  chimneys, and those of  the  main house a r e  
e l abora t ed  v i t h  square  panels .  

1 
The in f luence  of  s e v e r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  is apparent  i n  

both irlie I io~ise ' s  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r .  An I t a l i a n a t e  c o r n i c e  wi th  s c r o l l e d  
b racke t s  and pendants i s  employed around t h e  top of  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  Greek 
Ilcvival d e n t i c u l a t e d  l i n t e l s  a r e  found over  basement and f i r s t  f l o o r  openings, 
2nd Gotiiic engaged columns frame the  f r o n t  door.  S i d e l i g h t s  f l ank ing  t h e  
door a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  form of  the  second-story window above. The 
o r i g i n a l  s i n g l e  s t o r y  porch' e x h i b i t s  a  c l a s s i c a l  co rn ice  and f r i e z e  t h a t  r i s e  
from suppressed f l a t  top a rches  above square  Doric columns. The po rch ' s  1 ssvnwork r a i l i n g  r ep resen t  b a l u s t e r  p r o f i l e s .  

The i n t e r i o r  p l an  i s  composed of a  c e n t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  opening 
/ o n  two rooms t o  each s i d e .  Large c l o s e t s  included on t h e  second f l o o r  
presented  a  p lan  problem t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  curved w a l l  between t h e  south  
rooms. There is  a  minimum of i n t e r i o r  woodwork. The most i n t e r e s t i n g  
f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  s imple sawn-work n a n t e l s ,  four-panel  doors  wi th  dog-eared 
frames, and dados b e . 1 0 ~  t h e  windows. The two-run stair  has  a heavy turned 
walnut  newel pos t  and turned walnut  b a l u s t e r s .  Sawn scro l l -work  embell ishes 
t h e  s t a i r  ends and curved landing  f a s c i a e .  P l a s t e r  r o s e t t e s  of acanthus  
l e a f  and sunflower mocif decora t e  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  c e i l i n g s .  

Lee Ha l l  was r e s t o r e d  i n  1964-65 by t h e  p r e s e n t  owners, a f t e r  
i t  h&d been allowed t o  f a l l  i n t o  decay. The back porch has been enclosed ,  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  p lan  has sus t a ined  s l i g h t  a l t e r a t i o n ,  and s e v e r a l  mantels  
have been removed; however, t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  house has  been 
preserved.  
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Lee Hal l  was b u i l t  by Richard Decatur Lee i n  the  per iod  1848-59 
on the  s i t e  of  Oak Grove, a  frame c o l o n i a l  house destroyed by f i r e .  

Lee I was a s u c c e s s f u l  p l a n t e r  and h i s  fash ionable  new house i s  s a i d  t o  have been 
f inanced from t h e  t e n  thousand d o l l a r  s a l e  of a  bumper crop of  tobacco. 

With t h e  coming of  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  Lee was placed i n  
charge  of  t h e  a r e a ' s  c i v i l  defense .  The mansion was used a s  headquar te rs  
by Confederate General J. B. Magruder dur ing  the  Peninsular  Campaign of  
A p r i l  and May, 1862. Lee ' s  m i l l ,  two mi les  southwest on t h e  upper 
idilrwick River ,  was t h e  scene of  a n  e a r l y  sk i rmish  of the  campaign. 

IIagruder 's  a r e a  defenses  were abandoned i n  May, 1862, and p a r t s  
of the Peninsula were he ld  by Federa l  fo rces .  Congressman E l i  Thayer of  
has sachuse t t s  sponsored a  p lan  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  b lack  a g r i c u l t u r a l  colony a t  
the  po in t  between the  York and James Rivers .  Lee was the  major landowner 
of  t h i s  a r e a  and the  mansion may have been intended a s  the  focus of t h e  
colony. The p lan  was never c a r r i e d  o u t .  

Lee was consc ien t ious  i n  h i s  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  o f  the  Confederate 
cause ,  and h i s  r u i n  a t  the  end of t h e  war can be compared t o  Thomas 
Nelson, J r . ' s ,  s a c r i f i c e  i n  t h e  Revolution. He s o l d  h i s  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  
1566, and took h i s  family t o  l i v e  near  Mulberry I s l a n d  i n  t h e  house now 
used a s  Chief of  S t a f f ' s  q u a r t e r s  a t  Fo r t  Eus t i s .  

The v i l l a g e  t h a t  developed t o  the  s o u t h e a s t  a f t e r  es tab l i shment  of  
t h e  C & 0 Railroad i n  the  1880's  took i t s  name from t h e  mansion. 

I n  addi t i0 .n  t o  Lee H a l l ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  i t  s t ands  a s  
t h e  only  major ante-bel lum house i n  t h e  a r e a .  The f i n e  house r e p r e s e n t s  

l 
a s u c c e s s f u l  b lending  o f  s e v e r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s ,  and i ts  prominent 
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  o l d  p ike  between Williamsburg and Hampton has long made i c  
a landmark f o r  t r a v e l e r s  and nearby r e s i d e n t s .  i 

E.A.C. I 
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J e s t s r ,  Annie  Lash,  Newport News, V i r g i n i a  1607-1960, C i t y  o f  Newport 
1 Nsws, 1901.  
I 
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