
........................................... ........................................... 
I .  Name of Property 
........................................... ........................................... 
historic name: Newport News Middle Ground Light Station 

other nameslsite number: 

........................................... ........................................... 
2. Location 
........................................... ........................................... 
street & number: N/A not for publication: N/A 

city or town: near Newport News vicinity 

state: Virginia code: VA county: Newport News code: 700 

zip code: N/A 

- - - -%==--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  ---- .................................... 
3.  StatelFederal Agency Certification 
---------------------------------------==== ....................................... 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this nomination and request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In 
my opinion, the property meets the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 
be considered significant statewide. ( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

2dv- Captain, U. S. Coast Guard, f k T , ~ L ,  

chief, Office of Civil Engineering 
Signature of certifying official 

2/22/02 
Date 

Department of Transportation. U.S. Coast Guard 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

. . . . . . . . . .  .................... In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 
. . 
. . 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
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_------------_--_-------------------------- _------------_--_------------_------------- 
4. National Park Service Certification 
----------------_-_------------------------ ........................................... 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the 

National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
- removed from the National Register 

- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 

------------__-_-_------------------------- ------------__-_-_------------------------- 
5. Classification 
_------------__--_------------------------- _-_----------__--_------------------------- 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

- private 
- public-local 
- public-State 
_ZL public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- building(s) 
- district 

- site 
X structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

- - buildings 
sites - 

_L structures 
- - objects 
_1 A- Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register A- 

Name of related multiple property listing: Light Stations in the United States 
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........................................... ........................................... 
6. Function or Use 
........................................... ........................................... 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Transportation Sub: Water-related 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Transportation Sub: Water-related 

........................................... ........................................... 
7. Description 
........................................... ........................................... 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions): No Style 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions): 
foundation: wood caisson with cast iron cylinder 
roof: metal 
walls: metal 
other: 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property .) 

Description Summary 

The Newport News Middle Ground Lighthouse rests on a wooden caisson which supports a 
round 25-foot-diameter and 56-feet-in-height cast-iron foundation cylinder. The integral 
towerldwelling is a cast-iron, three-story conical-shaped superstructure, 29 feet in height and 
21 feet in diameter at the base. The structure is painted red. Upon this superstructure is 
mounted a one-story circular watch room, also painted red, surmounted by an octagonal 
lantern painted black. The lighthouse is located in about 15 feet of water, on the west end of 
Newport News Middle Ground, Hampton Roads, Newport News, Virginia. Owned and 
managed by the U.S. Coast Guard in District 5, access to the station is via boat. 

General Description 

Newport News Middle Ground Lighthouse was constructed using caisson foundation. The 
base of a cast-iron cylinder was fitted with a wooden caisson; this assemblage was then towed 
to the required location and sunk. As additional tiers of cast-iron plates where attached, the 
cylinder filled with concrete causing it to sink into the bottom and form a stable foundation. 
In the upper portion of the cylinder, a lower level or cellar, lined with brick masonry, was 
constructed. These masonry walls supported the cast-iron integral dwellingltower which takes 
the form of a truncated cone. The diameter of the tower is 21 feet at the base and the caisson 
diameter is 25 feet, providing space for a gallery cantilevered beyond the cylinder and 
supported by cast iron brackets. The 3-story dwellingltower is surmounted with a round 
watch room and an octagonal-shaped lantern. A middle gallery surrounds the watch room and 






















