7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—— excellent — . deteriorated X ypaltered _E original site

-X good — _ ruins — . altered — . moved dal@’/ A
— - fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Summary Description

The Riverside Apartments consisting of two, four-story brick apartment buildings are decorated
with simple bands of sandstone. They were erected after the plans of New York architect Francis
Y. Joannes {1876-1952) and consist of two large massive brick and sandstone decorated structures
patterned after New York City tenaments of the time. There is some classically derived decoration
around the portals and a few accents of the same type on the parapets. These buildings have
always been used as apartment dwellings with shops in the basement. This residential use will
be continued by the current owner., Located at 4500-4600 Washington Avenue, directly across the
street from the Newport News Shipyards where the original tenants worked, these two apartment
buildings are close to the downtown area in a single-family residential area. The two buildings
remaining from the original four are remarkably well-preserved despite some neglect. At the time
of building in 1918, the Riverside Apartments were advanced, fireproof structures with many
amenities provided for residents.

Architectural Analysis

The two remaining apartment buildings of the Riverside complex are placed lengthwise, each on
a sevarate block, to form a long rectangular Interior entrance-court with an open side facing
the Shipyard across Washington Avenue. Each of the buildings is four stories set on a high
basement., The windows on all elevations are evenly spaced. The buildings are constructed of
brick on a granite-faced foundation. Above the basement story and at the top of the first story
is a band of yellow-buff sandstone. The bands surround the buildings on three sides. Between
these the brick has been laid in five rows to create emphasis and give visual stability to the
structure. The brick is laid in American bond with five rows of stretchers separated by one
row of headers. At the ceiling level of the fourth floor is a narrow band of case concrete
with a small 1lip above, The flat roof is hidden by the wall above this narrow band. This
parapet terminates in another band of case concrete which is scored in the center and has a
rounded molding at the top. On the roof of each building there are three open pavilions.
Metal structures for attaching clothes lines are affixed to these pavilions, The two side
pavilions are unornamented, but the center pavilion was integrated with the false front above
the major entryways parallel to Washington Avenue. A chimney punctuates the center of this
pavilion. At the top inner corner of each building is a square brick structure with a hip
roof which tops the stairwell. The other two staircases are each covered by a small pavilion.

From the front elevation, the building's major decorative features are accented at the roof
line. On the extremities of the U-shape, the fifth bay in from the side streets has three
windows clustered together. The second-story apartment in this decorative unit has a door with
a balceny supported by small metal scrolls. Above and below this are grouped three windows
on each level. At the top, the parapet wall is lifted to form a flat accent supported by con-
crete scrolls. Above the top group of windows is a recessed arch with a concrete keystone at the
top. 1In the center is a round unornamented cement—faced circle. The main facade, set back in
the court parallel to Washington Avenue, is ornamented by featuring the two stairwells. Above
the sandstone door surrounds the open stairwells are recessed into a cement-lined niche with
a brick edge inside. ~Three metal and glass awnings rise in this opening to protect first,
second, and third-floor landings. The fourth-floor landing has a recessed arch ornamented
with a keystone. Above this arch the parapet continues to form a gable at the end of the
U-shaped pavilion on the roof. The gable has a molded cap of sandstone supported by large
scrolls on either side., In the center, above the keystone, is a round unornamented cement-
faced circle. ' .

{See Continuation Sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ___. archeology-prehistoric _X_ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

— 1400~-1499 ____ archeology-historic — conservation —_law —___ sCience

— 15001599 ____ agriculture —_ economics — literature — sculpture

- 1600-1699 _X_architecture — education _X_ military - __ social!

— 17001799 ____art —— engineering — music humanitarian

- 1800-1899 ____commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

X 1900- —_ tommunications — Industry X politics/government _____ transportation
— Invention — other (specify)

Speclfic dates 1918-1919 Builder/Architect James Stewart & Company, NYC/Francis Y.

Joannes

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph)
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Riverside Apartments, 4500-4600 Washington Avenue, Newport News, Virginia, commonly
known as the "Shipyard Apartments" were built during 1918 to alleviate the housing shortage
created by an influx of workers into the Newport News Shipyards during World War I. The
Riverside Apartments were buillt for the United States Shipping Board Emergency Fleet Cor-
poration to be rented to the Shipyard workers. Consisting originally of four apartment
buildings, four stories high, of the New York City open-stair tenement type with six entrances
to each building, there were 372 separate apartments and eight basement stores in the
original buildings, in addition to storage rooms, workshops,and boiler rooms. The apartmefits
incorporated the very latest in construction techniques and fittings for fire safety, light,
ventilation, health, and convenlence for residents. Built across the street from the
Shipyard, the Riverside Apartments form a very important adjunct to the development of
nearby Hilton Village by providing immediate quarters, on a rental basis. The apartments,
with their easy accessibility to the Shipyard and to the city center, filled an important
need in America’s war effort. Housing during World War I was the Federal government's
initial entry into subsidized housing. Plans for workers' housing followed the realization
that full war production depended on adequate shelter for workers in war industries. The
two remaining buildings are in a good state of preservation. The Riverside Apartments are
one of the few govermment-initiated apartment buildings of this era to survive without
significant alteration. Two of the four original buildings were destroyed, one in 1975 and
the other in 1979. The Riverside Apartments relate to the history of government workers'
housing. Such was a Socialist concept in Europe but never really caught on in the United
States, making these buildings a somewhat rare phenomenon for this country.

Historical Background

At the beginning of World War I, workmen's housing came to a standstill. Shifting popu-
lation trends due to workers migrating to war industries created great pressure for housing.
Reports were published of two and three men using beds in shifts and others 1iving in stables,
sheds, and every kind of shelter. Despite the great patriotism of the time, Congress was
skeptical about workers' housing; the high labor turnover in essential war industries caused
the lawmakers to act.

In 1916 Samuel Gompers, who was Chairman for Health and Welfare of the National Council
for Defense, saw how lack of housing would hamper a sudden expansion of war industries on
America's entrance into the hostilities. By summer of 1917, the National Council for_ Defense
recommended permanent '"housing of good quality for best economy in the long run. . ."

In October of 1917 the Council appointed another committee, with Otto M. Fidlitz as Chairman,
which recommended high standards of permanent construction for workmen's housing. On Novem-
ber 30,,1917, the National Housing Association concurred in a strong letter to President

Wilson. By February of 1918 Congress had appropriated funds for housing under the Shipping

lpecent Trends in American Housing, p. 67.

21p1d., p. 68.
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