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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Greenlawn Memorial Park is a 50 acre cemetery located at a point where two natural 
streams, Mill Dam Creek and Salters Creek come together. The cemetery has been in 
continuous operation as a cemetery, serving the Newport News and Hampton 
communities, since it s development in 1888. The cemetery is irregular in shape 
measuring one half mile from the front to the back and 400 f a t  at it's narrowest point 
and 1200 feet at it's widest point from side to side. Near the entrance is a white, two- 
story caretaker house built in 1936 with wood siding, asphalt shingle roofing and a white 
picket fence. The cemetery has approximately five miles of drives and @ways of grass, 
stone, and pavement. There are approximately 20,000 burials in the cemetery divided 
into individual and family plots. The monuments marking the burial sites date &om the 
1850's to the present and consist of small tablets, curbings, obelisks, columnar 
monuments and mausoleums. The grounds of the cemetery are covered in grass with 
numerous shrubbery, bushes and trees. At the center of the cemetery is a 25 foot obelisk . 

erected in 1900 marking the mass grave of 163 confedexate POW'S.These POWs who 
died in the nearby Newport News POW camp betweenApril 27.1865 and July 5,1865. 
At the foot of this monument is a granite ledger with the names, ranL,state and unit of 
each soldier. Thirteen southem states are represented. The property is in good condition 
and has had very little alteration since its creation. 

Entering the cemetery at it s only entrance at the end of Parish Ave in Newport News, 
Virginia is a grand entrance structure with a set of two red brick columns on either side 
of the entrance road, one eight feet tall and one ten feet tall. Attached on the inside of the 
two ten foot columns are two black wrought iron swing gates that span the enlrance road 
when closed Sitting on top of the brick columns are decorative flower vases. Attached 
between the ten foot and the eight foot columns are decorative wrought iron gates which 
span a walkway when closed and wrought iron fencing on the outside of the eight foot 
columns. The first 500 f a t  of the main entrance drive is lined on either side with mature 
12 to 15 foot cnpe myrtle tms.The plan of the cemetery is irregular aad strongly shaped 
by two natural streams, Mill Dam Creek and Salters Creek. Themain avenue of the 

I cemetery runs north within an elongated rectangular grid and terminates at a broad oval 
laid out perpendicular to the avenue. To the southwest of the mainavenue, the cemetery 
extends in a less regular pattern as the grid dissolves into curvingpaths and circular 
drives through established plots and areas still undeveloped The b u d  groundsare laid 
out in rectangular, oval and round sections. The rcctanpuiar and round sections are 
subdivided into individual family lots where the average lot contains six to ten burial 
spaces ranging from 12 feet by 20 feet to 20 feet by 20 feet. In these two sections, each 
family has erected on their lots upright granite memorials unique to that family's 



fJPS Fom 10-900-a 
( 8-86 ) --

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 2 

individual taste. Many have installed granite curbing so as to clearly distinguish one lot 
from the other. The pathways providing access to the individual family lots are generally 
12 feet wide grass paths designed for walking but also wide enough for a vehicle if 
necessary. The pathways for the rectangular sections runparallel to the family lots and 
provide easy access. At the center of the round section is the Confederate POW 
memorial. Around the Confederate POW memorial are laid out two sets of rings 
containing family burial lots. Between the rings are grass pathways generally 12 feet 
wide also designed for walking but wide enough for a vehicle. The oval sections are 
designed for individual and two space lots. Granite memorials have been erected relative 
to the size of the lots. The pathways surrounding the oval sections are covered by stone 
and are designed for vehicles. A variety of shrubs and bushes have been planted by 
individual families on their lots. This gives the landscape a very informal appearance 
throughout the cemetery further enhancing the designers' plan of a rural setting. The 
entire length along the boundaries of the two creeks are heavily lined by several varieties 
of very mature broadleaf and needleleaf trees that aouear un~lanaed In addition to the 
shrubs, bushes and trees on the family lots, there &humeroi large magnofia, fruit and 
hardwood trees distributed throughout the interior of the cemetery further adding to the 
rural landscape design. 


























