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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Allmand-Archer House is a two-story, three-bay brick town house,
approximately thirty feet square. The structure is covered by a gable roof,
at the base of which is a modillion cornice. The south end of the house
features two interior end chimmneys, while the north end, containing the hall
has none. The sash throughout the house is old, if not original, having
nine-over-nine on the first floor and nine-over-six on the second. Most of
the windows retain their old louvred shutters.

The facade of the house appears to have been remodelled in the more
fashionable Classical Revival style several decades after the house was
‘built., Little original material was sacrificed in the remodelling except
for the front entrance. The brick was stuccoed and stucco quoins were
added tec the corners. The windows were topped by thick f£lat lintels with
corner block and roundels. The entrance was recessed, and the original
opening was enframed by a pedimented entablature supported on fluted Roman
Doric columns and pilasters.

The interior of the Allmand-Archer House has a side hall plan, with two
equal size reception rooms on the south side. The bedrcoms are contained
on the second and third floors. A small frame addition on the rear of the
house at the end of the hall contains a modern kitchen,. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"'The Allmand-Arche House is believed to have been built in the 1790's
by Matthew Hervey, a merchant who owned warehouses on Southgate and Dixon's
Wha¥f. The house was sold to Harrison Allmand in 1802. During the War of
1812, it housed American officers stationed in Norfolk. At Allmand’'s
death in 1822 the house was inherited by his son Albert, a member of the
National Committee that welcomed Lafayette on his tour of America. VWhen
Albert Allmand died in 1831, the house was bought by his younger brother,
John. John Allman died in 1850, leaving the house to his daughter ,
Elizabeth, wife of William Archer. Upon Elizabeth Allman Archer's death |
in 1915, the house went to her daughter Carolina Archer. The house is now
the property of Miss Carrie V, Archer.

The Allmand-Archer House survives not only as one of the oldest dwellings
in the city, but as a well-preserved example of a medium-size Norfolk
townhouse. This type of house, with its side-hall plan, gable roof, and
pair of interior end chimneys was once prevalent in the city, but the
Allmand-Archer House and the Willoughby-Baylor are about the only remaining
examples, -
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Newspaper Files in Sergeant Memorial Room, Kirn Memorial Library, Norfolk,
Virginia.

Tilghman, H. Granville, '"Romance and Beauty Dwell in 0ld Norfolk Homes,"
Virginian-Pilot (June 26, 1940), 21.
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U.S.G.S. 74' quadrangle (Scale:1:24000)
Norfolk South, Va. 1955
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