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CONDITION I - 
(Check One) (Chock One) 

The Allmand-Archer House is a two-story, three-bay b r i c k  town house, 
approximately t h i r t y  f e e t  square.  The s t r u c t u r e  is covered by a gable  roof ,  
a t  t h e  base  of  which i s  a modi l l ion  co rn ice .  The south  end of  t h e  house 
f e a t u r e s  two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, whi le  the  no r th  end, con ta in ing  t h e  h a l l  
has none. The sash  throughout the  house i s  o ld ,  i f  n o t  o r i g i n a l ,  having 
nine-over-nine on the  f i r s t  f l o o r  and n ine-over-s ix  on the  second. Host of  
t h e  windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  o l d  louvred s h u t t e r s .  

i 
I 

The facade  of  t h e  house appears  t o  have been remodelled i n  t h e  no re  
fash ionable  C:assical Revival s t y l e  several ,  decades a f t e r  t h e  house was 

. b u i l t .  L i t t l e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  was s a c r i f i c e d  i n  t h e  remode1:ing except  
f o r  t h e  f r o n t  en t rance .  The b r i c k  was stuccoed and s tucco  quai-ns were 
added t o  t h e  co rne r s .  The windows were topped by t h i c k  f l a t  l i n t e l s  w i th  
c o m e r  block and roundels .  The en t r ance  was ,recessed, and t h e  origirlal .  
opening was enframed by a ped imen teden tab la tu re  supported on f l u t e d  Roman 
Doric columns and p i l a s t e r s .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  the  Allmand-Archer House has  a s i d e  h a l l  p lan ,  wi th  two 
equal  s i z e  r ecep t ion  rooms on t h e  sou th  s i d e .  The bedrcoms a r e  contained 
on the  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s .  A sma l l  frame a d d i t i o n  on t h e , r e a r  of t h e  
house a t  t h e  end o f  the  h a l l  con ta ins  a modern k i t chen .  
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The ~ 1 l m a n d i ' ~ r c h e ~ H o u s e  is b i l i e v e d  t o  have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  1790's  
by Matthew Hervey, a merchant who owned warehousss on Southgate and Dixon': 
&a?£. The house w a s  s o l d  t o  Harr i son  Allmand i n  1802. During t h e  War of  
1812, i t  housed American o f f i c e r s  s t a t i o n e d  i n  Norfolk. A t  Allmand's 
dea th  i n  1822 t h e  house was i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  son Albe r t ,  a member of t h e  
National  Committee t h a t  welcomed Lafayet te  on h i s  t o u r  of America. When 
Albe r t  Allmand d ied  i n  1831, t h e  house was bought by h i s  younger b r o t h e r ,  
John. John Allman d ied  i n  1850, leaving  t h e  house t o  h i s  daughter  
E l i zabe th ,  w i fe  o f  William Archer. Upon E l i zabe th  Allman Archer ' s  dea th  
i n  1915, t h e  house went t o  h e r  daughter  Carol ina  -4rcher. The house i s  now 
t h e  proper ty  of  Miss C a r r i e  V.  Archer. 

The Allmand-Archer House su rv ives  n o t  only  a s  one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  dwell ings 
i n  t h e  c i t y ,  bu t  a s  a well-preserved example o f  a medium-size Norfolk 
townhouse. This type of house, w i t h  i ts  s i d e - h a l l  p l an ,  gable  roof ,  and 
p a i r  of  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys was once p reva len t  i n  the  c i t y ,  bu t  t h e  
Allmand-Archer House and t h e  Willoughby-Baylor a r e  about  the  on1.y remainin! 
examples.. 
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