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The Norfolk Academy bu i ld ing  i s  a  two-story temple-form s t r u c t u r e  wi th  
stuccoed wal l s .  Although the  bu i ld ing  employs a n  unf lu ted  Greek Doric 
order ,  i t  is a c t u a l l y  i n  t h e  form of a  Roman Temple, being supported on a  
podium and having p i l a s t e r s  between the  bays on the  s i d e  wa l l s  r a t h e r  than 
f r e e  s t and ing  columns. The s i d e s  a r e  e i g h t  bays deep wi th  t h e  f i r s t  and second 
f l o o r  winfiows separa ted  by unornamented recessed panels .  Both the  f r o n t  and 
r e a r  facades f e a t u r e  hexas ty ie  pedimented po r t i coes  wi th  p l a i n  f r i e z e s .  The 
f r o n t  w a l l  i s  pierced only by t h e  c e n t r a l  door,  but the  remaining su r face  
is ornamented by p i l a s t e r s  corresponding t o  the  p o r t i c o  columns. 

17. DESCRIPTION 

L i t t l e  of t h e  o r i g i n a i  f a b r i c  remains on the  i n t e r i o r  except  poss ib ly  a  
s t a i r c a s e  loca ted  t o  the l e f t  of the main ent rance .  The landing of the  

. s t a i r  is supported by simple wooden Doric columns which may be o r i g i n a l .  
The remaining i n t e r i o r s  were probably very  p l a i n  a s  were most educat ional  
bui ld ings  of  the  per iod .  

CONDITION 

I N T E G R I T Y  

While the bu i ld ing  is  n o t  l a r g e  i n  s c a l e ,  the  c a r e f u l  handling of  i t s  
elements by t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and i t s  now almost i s o l a t e d  loca t ion  i n  downtown 
Norfolk c o n t r i b u t e  t o  making i t  a monumental and imposing s t r u c t u r e .  
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In  1915, t h e  school  vacated Wal t e r ' s  s t r u c t u r e ,  and i t  was subsequently 
converted i n t o  Norfolk 's  Juveni le  and Domestic Rela t ions  Court. I n  1919 
p lans  were made f o  make the  Academy bu i ld ing  a  foca l  po in t  f o r  a  h e a l t h  
c e n t e r  but  these  p lans  never  ma te r i a l i zed .  The bu i ld ing  is  p resen t ly  
occupied by t h e  Juven i l e  Court only ,  and i t  i s  expected t h a t  it w i l l  be 
converted i n t o  t h e  Norfolk Chamber of Commerce. 
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8 -. ~ n e  o r i g i n s  of the  Norfolk Academy d a t e  a s  e a r l y  a s  1728 when "one l o t t  

- .  . .  '-=<-- a x  nz-; a c r e  of land ... .,-,.., oil ye. s .e .  s i d e  of ye s t r e e t  . . . ' I  was 
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;787,  a:.& xas ir.;orporated by che Gezeral Assembly i n  1804. Ey 1840 t h e r e  
I 
; was r.eed f o r  a new school  bc i id ing .  .I new s i t e  f o r  the  bu i ld ing  was 
' chosen on Bank S t r e e t ,  and the designs f o r  i t  were provided by the famous 

a r c h i t e c t ,  Thomas U. Walter of  Phi lade lphia .  The corners tone  f o r  t h e  
temple-form s t r u c t u r e  was l a i d  on May 25, 1840. It  i s  s a i d  t h a t  Edgar 
Al lan  Poe de l ive red  h i s  l a s t  publ ic  l e c t u r e  i n  the  Academy bu i ld ing  i n  
September, 1849. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  the  Norfolk Academy bu i ld ing  s t ands  a s  one of the  importa 
zonuments of the  Greek Revival period by v i r t u e  of both the  q u a l i t y  of  i t s  
des ign  and t h e  fame of  i ts a r c h i t e c t .  
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