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DEBCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) FHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The following description of the design of the Norfolk Customs House is
quoted from William S, Forrest's Historical and Descriptive Sketches of
Norfolk and Vicinity (1852) and is appropriate today:

The design is by A. B, Young, Esq., Govermment Architect. The
building will front on Main, running back one hundred and thirty-
five feet to Broad Water Street, and will be three stories high.
The front basement is to be used for a post-office, the entrance
to which will be on each side of the main entrance to the first
story, which, together with the rest of the building, will be
used for a custom-house. A porch extending the whole width of
the building and supported by six columns will ornament the
front, in the centre of which the main entrance will be., On
each side of this entrance, there will be an entrance to the
post-office. The structure is to be of granite and is to be
finished in a plain and substantial manner, but when completed
according to the plan will be one of the most imposing and

showy bulldings in the city.

In general form the building is in the shape of a Roman temple with a
pedimented Roman Corinthian portico on the facade and Corinthian

pilasters around the other three sides. The whole sits on a rusticated
base which acts as a podium. All the column and pilaster capitals are

of cast iron. The description failed to mention one of the most impressive
features of the building's interior which is a double staircase of open-wor
cast iron located at the end of the long central hall. The plan of the
building ¥s ‘baséd ’on a mtdulayr'grid with cast™ iron ‘éolimins or pilasters

at the grid intersections on all three levels.l
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Except for some minor alterationms, mostly on the ground floor) thf

'building’ stir¢ivesin gobd ‘conditfon.  * - v
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STATEMENT OF SIGNMIFICANCE

In 1850 a general appropriation bill passed by the United States Congress
provided fifty thousand dollars for the construction of a new customs
house in the city of Norfolk, a building greatly needed "in consequence
of the dilapidated condition of the old one, and the anticipated increase
in the commerce of the port." In 1852, when construction was dbout to
begin, the appropriation was increased to one hundred thousand dollars.
The designes for the building were supplied by Ammi B, Young (1798-1874),
one of the most prominent and prolific American architects of the
period. Young had been appointed Supervising Architect of the U. S.
Government Office of Construction in 1852, and in the eight years he
held the position he supplied designs for some seventy important
government buildings throughout the country. His gtyle ranged from the
Greek Revival through the Italianate and to a more purely classic style
which recalled the Palladianism of eighteenth~century England. The
Norfolk Customs House is probably the most characteristic and ambitious
example of Young's latter style. As with most of Young's buildings,

the Customs House, with its free and imaginative use of stone and metal,
is an early essay in fireproof construction.

Virtually unaltered since its completion in 1859, the Norfolk Customs
House is a major architectural landmark for the city of Norfolk by an
architect of national prominence,
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NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W, Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION

OATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission ovember 7, 196

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Bujilding

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

M CODE

,u:gini

‘Richmond

ATE LIAMSON OFFICER SEﬂTiFSCA'I JON.

As the designated State Lisison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

. e, T P
forth by the National Park Service. The recommende Chief, Otfice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
tevel of significance of this nomination is: -

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

National X} State [ Local (O
Date
Name
ATTEST:
Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
Title ssion

Kesper of The National Register

Date: Date
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