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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ,. . . . 

SUlNARY DESCRIPTION 

The United S t a t e s  Pos t  Off ice  and Courthouse, l oca ted  a t  600 Granby S t r e e t  i n  
Norfolk, V i rg in i a ,  i s  t h e  only prominent pub l i c  bu i ld ing  of A r t  Deco s t y l e  i n  the '  a r ea .  
The bu i ld ing  was cons t ruc ted  i n  accordance with t h e  p lans  of Benjamin F. Mi tchel l ,  a  
Norfolk a r c h i t e c t ,  i n  a s soc ia t ion  wi th  t h e  Norfolk a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rm  of Rudolph, Cooke, 
and VanLeeuwen. Upon completion i n  1934, t h e  four-story t i e r e d  gray l imestone bu i ld ing ,  
ornamented by carved geometric bands, was pra ised  f o r  i ts  "magnificfnt. :  appearanceq'. 
One courtroom and t h e  i n t e r i o r  l obb ies  e x h i b i t  f i n e  craftsmanship of m a t e r i a l s  and A r t  
Deco d e t a i l i n g .  The bu i ld ing  is i n  e x c e l l e n t  condi t ion  and, wi th  few exceptions,  r e t a i n s  

. " c ; :  ,... ; , I  , ' . d2 \ t ,  ', ,:, " ', i t s  o r i g i n a l  appearance and d e t a i l i n g .  " 

The United S t a t e s  Pos t  Off ice  and Courthouse a t  Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  was constructed 
between 1932 and 1934 t o  accommodate t h e  Norfolk Pos t  Of f i ce ,  United S t a t e s  Court f o r  t h e  
Eastern D i s t r i c t  of V i rg in i a ,  and miscellaneous government o f f i c e s  which had outgrown t h e  
o l d  Federal  Buitding i n  downtown Norfolk. The four-s tory ,  s t e e l  framed bu i ld ing  i s  
s i t u a t e d  on an i r r e g u l a r  shaped s i t e ,  covering a  two-city block area .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  
o v e r a l l  plan dimensions measure approximately 311 f e e t  a long t h e  west e l e v a t i o n ,  218 f e e t  
along t h e  n o r t h ,  321 f e e t  a long t h e  e a s t ,  and 140 f e e t  along t h e  south.  Above t h e  f l a t  
bui l t -up roof of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  upper t h r e e  s t o r i e s  completely enc lose  an i n t e r i o r  

, s . . .  :. 
cour t  which provides natuial .  l i g h t i n g  t o ' i n t i r i d r  cdurtrocims' and o f f i c e  spades. , , 

, . , .  , , ,  , . . . . .: . . , . . , , . ,  , , , -  
. . 

The e x t e r i o r  facades of  t h e  bu i ld ing  a r e  faced i n  gray l imestone,  above 'a :  1 

pol ished b lack  g i & i t &  base  t h e  'basement.' Tlie f i f teen-bay west facade ,  o r  f r o n t ,  
Granby S t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  v a r i e s  i n  v e r t i c a l  he igh t s .  The f i r s t a n d  f i f t e e n t h  bays a r e  
one-story, wi th  bays -twLtthrough seven and n ine  through four teen  extending t h e  f u l l  f o u r -  
s t o r y  he igh t .  The e igh th ,  o r  middle, bay extends to  t h e  penthouse h e i e h t  and p r o j e c t s  

. . .  
o u t  from t h e  main face  of  t h e  bui ld ing .  , t ., . . .. . , ' ,' 

, , . . 

The f u l l  he igh t  p r o j e c t i o n  bears  s p e c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l i n g ,  d i s t ingu i sh ing  
i t  a s  t h e  main entrance.  The s i x  r i s e r s  of pink g r a n i t e  s t e p s  which approach t h e  bu i ld ing  
a r e  f lanked by pol i shed  b lack  g r a n i t e  p l i n t h s  suppor t ing  t i e r e d  octagonal  b lack  g r a n i t e  
bases wi th  A r t  Deco l a n t e r n s .  Each of t h e  two c a s t  aluminum framed l a n t e r n s  f e a t u r e  
t r ans lucen t  panels  of  " f lashed  opal  glass"1 and an ornamental p ie rced  c a s t  aluminum cap 
topped wi th  an eagle .  A t  t h e  en t rance ,  l imestone jambs s t e p  back f o . f o u r  aluminum framed 
p l a t e  g l a s s  doors wi th  t a l l ,  hinged aluminum and g l a s s  .transom panels  above. Ornamental 
c a s t  aluminum gr i l lwork  p r o t e c t s  the  transoms, and c a s t  aluminum panels  ornament the  
transom bar .  T a l l  narrow windows wi th  carved l imestone screens  f l a n k  t h e  en t rance  doors.  
The second f l o o r  s t r i n g  course above is de l inea ted  with a  carved l imestone band i n  an 
a l t e r n a t i n g  f l o r a l  and s h i e l d  p a t t e r n .  Centered wi th in  the  s t r i n g  course ,  a  carved lime- 
s tone  s h i e l d  bears  t h e  United S t a t e s  emblem of  an eag le  with s h i e l d ,  c lu t ch ing  oak branches 
and arrows. Above t h e  s t r i n g  course, t h e  second through fou r th  f l o o r s  recede from t h e  
facade,  and a r e  f lanked by two, f u l l  he igh t ,  f l u t e d  Corinthian columns carved i n  l imestone.  
Within the  r ecess ,  t r i p l e  111 double hung, aluminum framed windows a r e  separa ted  v e r t i c a l l y  

1. Mitchel l ,  B.F. and Rudolph, Cooke, and VanLeeuwen, "Detai l  f o r  Lanterns a t  ~ n t r a n c e " ,  
on United S t a t e s  Post  Of f i ce  - Courthouse, Etc.  - Norfolk, V i rg in i a  drawings, 
August 19 ,  1932, s h e e t  number 208. 

(See Continuation Sheet //I) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Van Leewen 

, . STATEMENT OF S I C I J I F I C ~ C E  . . J ; , . - .  . ... 

The United S t a t e s  Pos t  Off ice  and.Courthouse in .Nor fo lk ,  V i rg in i a  was constructed 
between 1932 and 1934 p r imar i ly  t o  accommodate t h e  "8-'fold" increased  volume of the  l o c a l  
p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  s i n c e  1900. The Norfolk a r c h i t e c t s  were Benjamin F. Mi tchel l  i n  
a s soc ia t ion  wi th  t h e  f i rm of Rudolph, Cooke, and VanLeeuwen, a l l  of whom had been involved 
with o t h e r  l a r g e  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  inc luding  t h e  Norfolk City Market, Southgate Terminal 
and t h e  Booker T. Washington High School. .  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  t h i s  bu i ld ing  
i s  t h e  only f e d e r a l  bu i ld ing  o f  t h e  A r t  Deco s t y l e  i n  t h e  Virg in ia  Tidewater a r e a .  The 
bu i ld ing ' s  design fol lows a t r e n d , o f  t h a t  time f o r  f e d e r a l  bu i ld ings  t o  be constructed 
as  monumental symbols "expressive of democratic i d e a l s "  and t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  government. 
It  was a l s o  a  t r end  a t  t h a t  time t o  u t i l i z e  c l a s s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  government bu i ld ings ,  
and t h e  U.S. Pos t  Off ice  and Courthouse is no exception ps may be seen i n  i t s  f l u t e d  
Corinthian columns a t  t h e  main en t r ance  p r o j e c t i o n  and i n  r e p e t i t i o n  of f l u t e d  and 
s t y l i z e d  l e a f  p a t t e r n s  carved i n  t h e  facade. According t o  a  survey conducted by t h e  
Norfolk Department of City Planning i n  1981, the  "cons t ruc t ion  of t h i s  b u i l d i n g  provided 
v i t a l  employment t o  many of  orf folk's laborers"  during t h e  years  of the  Depression. Since 
t h i s  bu i ld ing  i s  t h e  only f e d e r a l  bu i ld ing  of A r t  Deco s t y l e  i n  t h e  a r e a  and u n t i l  recent ly  
was the  s i t e  of t h e  main pos t  o f f i c e  i n  Norfolk f o r  50 years ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  has become a 
l o c a l  landmark. Also, t h e  bu i ld ing  is s t i l l  g r e a t l y  admired today by t h e  genera l  publ ic  
f o r  i ts  beauty and e x c e l l e n t  craftmanship of f i n e  m a t e r i a l s  of marble, l imestone,  g r a n i t e ,  
aluminum, and b r a s s  j u s t  to  name a few. It i s  one of only four  bui ld ings  i n  downtown 
Norfolk given s p e c i a l  mer i t  by a  1976 survey conducted f o r  the  c i t y  of Norfolk, and i t  
is a c r e d i t  t o  t h e  immediate ci ty-scape which i s  predominantly occupied by commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s  of l i t t l e  o r  no design and/or  h i s t o r i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  with t h e  exception of 
the Scope Cu l tu ra l  and Convention Center across  a  t e r r a c e d  p laza  oppos i te  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
of the  bui ld ing .  A t  the  present  t ime, t h e  only p lans  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  inc lude  r e s t o r i n g  
the  ornamental p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  and pa t te rned  marble f l o o r  of t h e  eas t lwes t  po r t ion  of the  
main pos t  o f f i c e  lobby which has been c losed  o f f .  A s  t h e  p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  has  now moved 
t o  a  new f a c i l i t y ,  cu r ren t  p lans  f o r  t h e  remainder of t h e  bu i ld ing  inc lude  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
t o  accommodate f u t u r e  needs of t h e  U.S. D i s t r i c t  Court of Eas tern  Vi rg in i a .  The D i s t r i c t  
Court w i l l  be t h e  primary occupant,  and t h e  bu i ld ing  was r e c e n t l y  dedicated a s  t h e  
Walter E. Hoffman Courthouse. 

(See Continuation Sheet 87) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued) 

and h o r i z o n t a l l y  wi th  decora t ive  c a s t  aluminum mull ions and spandre ls .  The l imestone facade 
over the  r ecess  bea r s  t h e  carved i n s c r i p t i o n  UNITED STATES/POST OFFICE AND COURTHOUSE. 
Centered w i t h i n ' a  band of carved Greek f r e t s ,  a second eagle  c lu t ch ing  oak branches, arrows 
and f a sces  p r o j e c t s  onto t h e  one-story high penthouse facade. Two windows wi th  carved ' 

l imestone screens  f l ank  t h e  eagle .  The e n t i r e  en t rance  p ro jec t ion  then te rminates  i n  a 
carved three-dimensional sawtoothed parapet  above a geometric pa t te rned  band a t  the  
penthouse roof l e v e l .  

Secondary ent rance  p ro jec t ions  r i s e  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  he ight  and a r e  loca ted  
i n  t h e  second and fou r t een th  bays of t h e  west and e a s t  e l eva t ions .  Severa l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
f e a t u r e s  a t  t hese  en t rances  a r e  s i m i l a r  i n  sma l l e r  s c a l e  t o  those of t h e  main ent rance .  
A t  each ent rance ,  pink g r a n i t e  s t e p s  a r e  f lanked by pol i shed  b lack  g r a n i t e  p l i n t h s  with 
A r t  Deco l a n t e r n s .  Limestone jambs s t e p  back t o  pa i r ed ,  aluminum framed p l a t e  g l a s s  doors ,  
with transoms above p ro tec t ed  by ornamental c a s t  aluminum gri l lework.  The second f l o o r  
s t r i n g  courses  a r e  de l inea ted  i n  t h e  same a l t e r n a t i n g  f l o r a l  and s h i e l d  p a t t e r n .  Centered 
wi th in  each s t r i n g  course,  an eagle  with s h i e l d  of s impler  design i s  carved i n t o  t h e  lime- 
s tone.  Between t h e  top of t h e  transom and the  second f l o o r  s t r i n g  course a t  only t h e  
southwest Pos t  Of f i ce  en t rance ,  t h e  l imestone facade bea r s  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  UNITED STATES/ 
POST OFFICE. A t  each secondary en t r ance ,  t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  a r e  s e t  back i n  a l e s s  
pmnounced recess .  Within t h e  r ecess ,  t r i p l e  111 double hung, aluminum frame windows a r e  
separa ted  v e r t i c a l l y  and h o r i z o n t a l l y  wi th  ornamental c a s t  aluminum mull ions and spandrel  
panels.  Each secondary en t r ance  p ro jec t ion  then te rminates  wi th  a p l a i n  parapet  above a 
band of carved Greek f r e t s  a t  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  roof l e v e l .  

The facades of t h e  remaining bays a r e  less o rna te .  Pa i red ,  r ec t angu la r  basement 
windows a r e  loca ted  i n  t h e  pol ished b lack  g r a n i t e  base. I n  t h e  l imestone facade above, 
pa i red  111 double hung aluminum framed windows a r e  s l i g h t l y  recessed and separa ted  
v e r t i c a l l y  by stepped l imestone mull ions.  Transoms with ornamental c a s t  aluminum ba r s  a r e  
loca ted  a t  only t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows. Limestone spandre l  panels  i n  a carved f l u t e d  
p a t t e r n  s e p a r a t e  t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r  windows, whereas carved spandre ls  i n  a 
s t y l i z e d  l e a f  p a t t e r n  s e p a r a t e  t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  f l o o r  windows. The second f l o o r  
s t r i n g  course i n  de l inea ted  wi th  a carved p a t t e r n  of enc i r c l ed  f ive-poin t  s t a r s  a l t e r n a t i n g  
with f l u t e d  square  panels .  The facades terminate with a l e s s  prominent three-dimensional 
sawtoothed parapet  above a geometric pa t te rned  band a t  t h e  fou r th  f l o o r  roof l e v e l .  

The f i r s t  and l a s t  bays of t h e  no r th  e l eva t ion  p r o j e c t  a s  one-story wings 
te rminat ing  wi th  a p l a i n  parapet  above t h e  carved cont inuat ion  of t h e  second f l o o r  
s t r i n g  course. The brick-faced loading  dock on t h e  no r th  e l eva t ion  is pro tec ted  by 
a canopy extending t h e  f u l l  l ength  between t h e  wings. The loading  dock is a l s o  f lanked 
by two f u l l  he igh t  l imestone-clad towers.  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued) 

At the present time, the functions of each floor are altered from those 
at the time of original occupancy. The basement still houses major building machinery, 
yet the storage spaces are unoccupied. The first and second floors, which were once 
occupied by the Post Office, are now vacant, and the third and fourth floors are occupied 
by judges, clerks and other officers of the Federal District Court. The most signifi- 
cant interior spaces, which include the Post Office lobby and the main courtroom area, 
exhibit fine detailing and craftsmanship of materials. 

The Post Office lobby was originally L-shaped in plan, with the northlsouth 
lobby measuring approximately 25 feet wide by 160 feet long and the eastlwest lobby 
measuring approximately 24 feet wide by 90 feet long. Around the year 1971, the east1 
west lobby was closed off to enlarge the Post Office work space, and the north marble 
wall was removed. A 30 foot section of marble was also removed from the south wall and 
was the marble used to close off the opening in the north/south lobby. 12-inch by 24- 
inch asphalt planks were laid on top of the original patterned marble floor. Metal rods, 
steel beams, and light gauge metal members were installed for suspension of an acoustical 
tile ceiling below the original ornamental plaster ceiling. 

The northlsouth lobby remained unaltered. A green marble base and border edges 
a marble tiled floor with a herringbone pattern in alternating tones of pale and dark 
pink. A chevron patterned band in alternating tones of green and pale pink separates 
the herringbone pattern from the solid border. At the intersection of the lobbies, the 
marble floor pattern features a central octagon radiating out in geometric forms to a 
circular border. 

The marble paneled walls of the Post Office lobby are divided into bays with 
reeded pilasters. Lower panels to a height of approximately 7 feet and pilasters to a 
full height of approximately 16 feet are dark rose in color. The light rose colored 
upper panels are arranged in a butterfly pattern to provide an effect similar to "crotch 
mahogany".2 Supply and return air wall ducts are screened with ornamental cast aluminum 
grilles. Doors, service windows, and lock boxes are trimmed with ornamental cast aluminum 
Each cast aluminum door penetrating the west wall of the lobby is further ornamented with 
an eagle clutching oak branches and arrows. 

2. "New Federal Building Soon Ready for Use", in the Virginian-Pilot and the 
Norfolk Landmark, Norfolk, Virginia, September 22, 1934, pp. 7, 16. 

(See Continuation Sheet i I 3  ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued) 

The c e i l i n g s  of  t h e  Post  Off ice  lobby a r e  bounded by an ornamental c a s t  
aluminum cornice .  Square aluminum framed l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  border t h e  o u t e r  ex t r emi t i e s  
of the  c e i l i n g .  The p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  then s t e p s  up i n  fou r  shallow increments t o  a  
continuous bas - r e l i e f  p l a s t e r  border  of a  s t y l i z e d  l e a f  p a t t e r n .  This pa in ted  border  
i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  a t  r egu la r  i n t e r v a l s  by polychrome squares of geometric p a t t e r n .  
Rec t i l i nea r  aluminum framed "f lashed opal  glass"3 l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  a r e  centered  i n  t h e  
c e i l i n g .  A t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of t h e  lobb ies ,  t h e  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  s t e p s  up t o  an 
octagonal  border  i n  t h e  same pa in ted  bas - r e l i e f  s t y l i z e d  l e a f  p a t t e r n .  Each po in t  
of  t h e  octagon is punctuated wi th  a  small  polychrome octagon. An octagonal  aluminum 
framed g l a s s  l i g h t  f i x t u r e  a t  t h e  cen te r  genera tes  a  s t a r  b u r s t  p a t t e r n  wi th  16 
aluminum l e a f e d  p l a s t e r  r ays  toward t h e  octagonal  border .  

The o r i g i n a l  oblong w r i t i n g  t a b l e s  cons t ruc ted  of marble with b u i l t - i n  
aluminum waste baskets  a l s o  remain i n  t h e  no r th l sou th  lobby. 

The l a r g e  work space,  which is s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  bu i ld ing  behind 
t h e  Post  Of f i ce  lobby, o r i g i n a l l y  obtained n a t u r a l  l i g h t i n g  from t h e  l i g h t  wel l  
through e i g h t  s k y l i g h t s  i n  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  roof .  A t  an unknown d a t e ,  t h e  s k y l i g h t s  
were removed, and t h e  f l a t  roof s l a b ,  i n s u l a t i o n ,  and bui l t -up roof ing  were closed 
to  matched e x i s t i n g .  

The main courtroom a r e a  inc luding  t h e  lobby, courtroom, judge's chamber and 
law l i b r a r y  on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  d i sp lays  a  s i m i l a r  exce l lence  i n  m a t e r i a l s  craftsmanship. 
A green marble base  and border  edges a  t e r r azzo  f l o o r .  A t  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  lobby, a  
geometric p a t t e r n  formed by metal s t r i p s  and green marble i n s e r t s  r a d i a t e s  out  t o  a  
r i n g  of metal  s t a r s  enclosed by a  green marble octagonal  border.  

The cream colored marble w a l l s ,  which a r e  now discolored  from t h e  app l i ca t ion  
of a  s e a l a n t ,  of t h e  courtroom lobby extend f u l l  he igh t .  Ribbed marble jambs i n  a  
dark rose  c o l o r  curve back t o  c a s t  aluminum s l i d i n g  doors t o  t h e  main courtroom. 
Each door is covered wi th  p igskin  wi th  a  square  panel  l e f t  exposed t o  r evea l  an eagle  
with wings spread above a  t a l l ,  narrow r ibbed panel .  The b i -par t ing  s l i d i n g  doors 
open t o  r evea l  double-acting swing doors on the  courtroom s i d e .  

3 .  Mitche l l ,  B.F. and Rudolph, Cooke, and VanLeeuwen, "Plan a t  Bays BH and 
AA Showing Cei l ing  Reflected",  on United S t a t e s  Post  Off ice  - Courthouse, 
Etc.  - Norfolk, V i rg in i a  drawings, August 19 ,  1932, shee t  number 202. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 4 )  
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7. DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued) 

The p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  of t h e  courtroom lobby i s  bordered with a pa in ted  bas- 
r e l i e f  p a t t e r n ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g  of t h e  Pos t  Off ice  lobby. The c e i l i n g  
bays a r e  stepped up i n  increments. The o r i g i n a l  e longated octagonal ,  aluminum framed 
g l a s s  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  centered  i n  each bay were rep laced ,  a t  a n  unknown d a t e ,  wi th  square 
t r ans lucen t  a c r y l i c  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s .  

I n s i d e  t h e  main courtroom, t h e  o r i g i n a l  cork t i l e  f l o o r  wi th  marble border 
and base is now covered by ca rpe t .  A 6-foot pink marble wainscot is now discolored  
from t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a s e a l a n t .  Above the  wainscot,  "acous t ic  stone" wa l l s  and 
p i l a s t e r s  wi th  a decora t ive  corn ice  r i s e  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  room height  of approximately 
23'-9". Ornamental c a s t  aluminum g r i l l e s  p i e r c e  t h e  upper wa l l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  
main en t r ance  and t h e  judge's desk. 

A l l  doors  i n  t h e  main courtroom a r e  c a s t  aluminum covered wi th  p igskin .  I n  
t h e  e a s t  wa l l ,  two doors on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  judge's desk l ead  t o  t h e  U.S. Marshal l ' s  
rooms and de ten t ion  c e l l s .  Three windows i n  t h e  de ten t ion  c e l l s  f ac ing  t h e  l i g h t w e l l  
a r e  now bricked i n  f o r  s e c u r i t y  reasons.  I n  t h e  west wa l l ,  t h e  main en t r ance  doors,  
with elongated hexagonal v i s i o n  panels ,  a r e  surrounded by a marble facing.  The doorhead 
marble f ac ing  is ornamented wi th  a carved band of f ive-point  s t a r s  and a marble eagle  
c lu t ch ing  oak branches and arrows at  t h e  center .  A c lock  wi th  aluminum hour markings 
and hands i s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  w a l l  above t h e  eagle.  

The bays of t h e  ornamental white  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  a r e  s tepped up i n  t h r e e  
scallop-bordered, shal low increments,  wi th  t h e  outermost border  be ing  pa in ted .  Painted 
bas- re l ie f  squares of geometric p a t t e r n  a r e  loca ted  a t  t h e  bay i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  A t  an 
unknown da te ,  some of t h e s e  squares were replaced with square  a i r  d i f f u s e r  g r i l l e s .  
Translucent ,  square  a c r y l i c  lensed l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  have a l s o  rep laced  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
aluminum framed "f lashed opa l  g lass"  5 l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of each bay. 

Other f e a t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  main courtroom inc lude  t h e  pink marble f r o n t a l s  
on t h e  judge's and c l e r k ' s  desks and t h e  jury  box. A t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  t h e  j u r y  box was 
extended wi th  wood r a i l i n g s  t o  accommodate a 1 4  member jury .  The courtroom a l s o  s t i l l  
u t i l i z e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r ibbed  c a s t  aluminum r a i l  s tandards  support ing a cord r a i l i n g .  

4 .  Mi t che l l ,  op. c i t . ,  (Miscellaneous i n t e r i o r  courtroom d e t a i l s ) ,  s h e e t  number 204. 

5. I b i d .  

(See Continuation Sheet 85 ) 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
United S t a t e s  Pos t  Of f i ce  and Courthouse, Norfolk, Va. 

Continuation sheet /I5 Item number 7 Page 5 

7. DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued) 

I n  t h e  judge's chamber south  of t h e  main courtroom, t h e  walnut wood t i l e d  
f l o o r  has  been covered with ca rpe t .  The f loor- to-ce i l ing  w a l l  panels  wi th  carved, 
decora t ive  corn ices ,  f i r e  p lace  mantel,  and door cas ings  a r e  i n  walnut.  A window 
with deep walnut s i l l  i s  centered  i n  a semic i rcular  e a s t  wal l .  Doors t o  t h e  two 
c l o s e t s  f l ank ing  t h e  window a r e  curved t o  match t h e  r a d i u s  of t h e  wall .  

I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  judge 's  chamber, t h e  o r i g i n a l  walnut t i l e  f l o o r  
with marble base  and border i s  exposed and maintained i n  t h e  law l i b r a r y .  Ad- 
j u s t a b l e  she lv ing  is set i n t o  wa l l s  paneled wi th  kno t ty  pine. A t  a n  unknown d a t e ,  
the  law l i b r a r y  was expanded i n t o  t h e  judge's co r r ido r  along t h e  south  wa l l  of t h e  
main courtroom, where t h e  a d d i t i o n  of she lv ing  and ca rpe t ing  now conceal  t h e  marble 
wa l l s  and t e r r a z z o  f l o o r .  

A smal le r  courtroom a t  t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  was a l t e r e d  around 
1970 from i ts  o r i g i n a l  cons t ruc t ion .  The room was enlarged ,  and ca rpe t  was i n s t a l l e d  
over the  o r i g i n a l  wood t i l e  f l o o r  wi th  marble border  and base. Walnut panel ing and 
t r i m  were added t o  t h e  extended p a r t i t i o n s  and new doors t o  match t h e  o r i g i n a l  panel ing 
and t r i m .  The ornamental p l a s t e red  c e i l i n  was covered wi th  new p l a s t e r ,  and t h e  o r i -  
g i n a l  bronze framed "f lashed opa l  g l a s s"  21ight f i x t u r e s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of each c e i l i n g  
bay were rep laced  wi th  modern f i x t u r e s .  A t  a more r ecen t  da t e ,  t h e  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  
was concealed e n t i r e l y  wi th  suspended a c o u s t i c a l  c e i l i n g  t i l e .  A new wood r a i l  replaced 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  rope r a i l  supported by r ibbed c a s t  bronze r a i l i n g  s t anda rds ,  and a new ju ry  
box and judge's bench were a l s o  i n s t a l l e d .  

The f i r s t  and t h i r d  f l o o r  s t a i r f e l e v a t o r  l obb ies  a l s o  e x h i b i t  f i n e  d e t a i l i n g .  
The f i r s t  f l o o r  lobby i s  more e l abora t e ,  d i sp lay ing  a marble f l o o r  of a r a d i a l  geometric 
p a t t e r n  i n  tones of green and p a l e  and dark pink wi th  a green border  and base .  Above 
t h e  lower, dark  rose  colored wa l l  panels ,  t h e  upper l i g h t  r o s e  colored panels  a r e  arranged 
i n  a "bu t t e r f ly"  7 p a t t e r n .  An ornamental c a s t  aluminum g r i l l e  pene t r a t e s  t h e  marble 
paneled no r th  wa l l  above a c a s t  aluminum framed b u i l d i n g  d i r e c t o r y  wi th  bevel led  p l a t e  
g l a s s .  On t h e  south  w a l l ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  ornamental c a s t  aluminum e l e v a t o r  doors once 
displayed a s t y l i z e d  wheat pa t t e rn .  The c u r r e n t  e l eva to r  doors a r e  not  ornamented. 

6 .  Mi tche l l ,  op. c i t . ,  "Deta i l s  and Elevat ions  of Courtroom #2", s h e e t  number 205 

7. Mi tche l l ,  op. c i t . ,  "Elevation i n  Elevator  Lobby Looking Towards Directory", 
shee t  number 208. 

(See Continuation Sheet /I6 ) 



NPS Form 10WOa 
OB) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

United S t a t e s  Pos t  Of f i ce  and Courthouse, Norfolk, Va. 
Continuation sheet /I6 Item number 7 Page 6 

7.  DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued) 

The s t a i r s  o f f  t h e  lobby a r e  marble wi th  aluminum b a l u s t e r s  and handra i l s .  An eag le  
carved i n  marble is centered above t h e  opening between t h e  en t r ance  lobby and t h e  
Post  Off ice  lobby. 

The t h i r d  f l o o r  s t a i r l e l e v a t o r  lobby wa l l s  a r e  paneled i n  a  dark r o s e  colored 
marble, now discolored  from t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a  s e a l a n t .  Like t h a t  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
lobby, t h e  white  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  s t e p s  up i n  fou r  shallow increments toward a  c e n t r a l ,  
square aluminum framed l i g h t  f i x t u r e .  The f l o o r  i s  f in i shed  i n  t e r r a z z o  wi th  a  green 
border and base, a s  a r e  t h e  f l o o r s  of t h e  second and f o u r t h  f l o o r  e l e v a t o r  lobbies .  

I n  genera l ,  t h e  c o r r i d o r s  a r e  f i n i s h e d  wi th  t e r r azzo  f l o o r s  and p l a i n  p l a s t e r  
wa l l s  and c e i l i n g s .  A s  a n  exception,  t h e  wa l l s  of t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  c o r r i d o r s  a r e  
paneled i n  e i t h e r  a  pink o r  rose  tone marble which i s  now discolored  from t h e  applica-  
t i o n  of a  s e a l a n t .  

Most o t h e r  o f f i c e  spaces not  descr ibed  he re to fo re  a r e  f i n i s h e d  i n  s impler  
ma te r i a l s .  Many of t h e  o r i g i n a l  wood t i l e d  f l o o r s  have been covered wi th  ca rpe t  t o  
reduce noise  l e v e l s  and maintenance requirements.  P l a i n  p l a s t e r  wa l l s  a r e  accentuated 
only by wood c h a i r  r a i l s ,  bases ,  door cas ings ,  and deep window s t o o l s .  Most of t h e  p l a i n  
p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g s  a r e  now concealed by suspended a c o u s t i c a l  c e i l i n g  t i l e .  With exception 
t o  t h i s  genera l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e  new bankruptcy cour t  and judge's chamber, added on t h e  
f o u r t h  f l o o r  i n  1970, a r e  walnut paneled wi th  matching bases  and co rn ice  wi th  d e n t i l  
mouldings. 

Most of t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  mechanical equipment i s  loca ted  i n  t h e  basement, wi th  
a u x i l i a r y  equipment loca ted  on t h e  va r ious  f l o o r s ,  i n  t h e  a t t i c ,  and on t h e  roof a s  
requi red  f o r  equipment modif ica t ions  through t h e  years .  Around 1957, i n  accordance with 
drawings and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  from t h e  Newport News o f f i c e  of Williams, Coi le  and Blanchard 
and Associates  - Arch i t ec t s  and Engineers,  new a i r  condi t ioning  was i n s t a l l e d  throughout. 
A i r  handling u n i t s  f o r  a i r  condi t ioning  zones were i n s t a l l e d  on each f l o o r ,  and two new 
cool ing  towers were i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  roof .  

Around 1970, i n  accordance wi th  drawings and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  from t h e  Norfolk 
o f f i c e  of McGaughy, Marshall  and McMillan - Arch i t ec t s  and Consulting Engineers,  modi- 
f i c a t i o n s  were made t o  t h e  HVAC system, plumbing, and l i g h t i n g .  New HVAC ducts  were 
i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  f l o o r s ,  and new rehea t  c o i l s  were i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  
a t t i c .  Plumbing was i n s t a l l e d  t o  supply va r ious  new t o i l e t  rooms f o r  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  
spaces and judges'  chambers on t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  f l o o r s .  New l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  
were a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  i n  va r ious  remodeled genera l  o f f i c e  spaces. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 7) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS (Continued) 

P resen t ly  bu i ld ing  hea t  is provided by a two-pipe g r a v i t y  steam system. 
Perimeter  hea t ing  is accomplished by d i r e c t  r ad ia t ion .  The a i r  handling u n i t s  s e rv ing  
i n t e r i o r  a r e a s  a r e  equipped with hea t ing  c o i l s .  Steam i s  piped from two 125 HP Clever 
Brooks B o i l e r s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  basement. The b o i l e r s ,  i n s t a l l e d  i n  1978, a r e  equipped 
t o  burn if6 f u e l  o i l .  Bo i l e r  ope ra t ion  is con t ro l l ed  manually. 

For cooling,  t h e  bu i ld ing  is p resen t ly  served by two 250 ton Trane Cent ra l  
Pak c e n t r i f u g a l  c h i l l e r s  i n s t a l l e d  i n  1977. C h i l l e r s  a r e  loca ted  i n  t h e  basement, 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  c h i l l e d  water  t o  s i n g l e  and multizone a i r  handling u n i t s  throughout t h e  
bui ld ing .  A i r  condi t ioning  and mechanical v e n t i l a t i o n  a r e  suppl ied  t o  spaces by 
these  a i r  handlers .  The HVAC equipment i s  powered a t  440 v o l t s ,  3 phase, 60 h e r t z .  

The Norfolk Post  Of f i ce ,  U.S. D i s t r i c t  Court, and miscel laneous government 
o f f i c e s  funct ioned i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  Pos t  and Courthouse f o r  over  48 yea r s ;  however, 
a s  t h e  Post  Of f i ce  and Courthouse had f i n a l l y  outgrown t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  Pos t  Off ice  
moved t o  a new f a c i l i t y  i n  January 1983. The e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ing  w i l l  now become t h e  
Walter E. Hoffman U. S. D i s t r i c t  Courthouse. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

I n  1914 a cormnittee was appointed by Mayor Wyndham R. Mayo t o  p e t i t i o n  Congress 
f o r  an appropr i a t ion  f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a bu i ld ing  i n  Norfolk t h a t  would house a l l  
Federal a c t i v i t i e s ,  and which would be one of t h e  f i n e s t  publ ic  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
The committee was headed by Mayor Mayo and was composed of Barton Myers, then Pres ident  
of t h e  Chamber of Commerce, S.L. S lover ,  pub l i she r ,  F.H. Hobbs, P res iden t  of t h e  Gardner 
Baking Company, Inc . ,  and Major C.L. Wright, Postmaster .  World War I prevented i ts  
cons idera t ion .  

I n  1926 t h e  House of Representa t ives  approved a b i l l  providing f o r  appropria- 
t i o n s  f o r  pub l i c  bu i ld ings  throughout t h e  country on a l a r g e  sum b i l l ,  a t t a c h i n g  t o  i t ,  
informally,  a l is t  of needed improvements, among which was a proposed Federal  bui ld ing  
i n  Norfolk f o r  which $2,500,000 had been recommended. This  was t h e  same a s  requested 
i n  1914. Mayor S. Heth Tyler  i n  1926 headed a committee of Norfolk c i t i z e n s  who went 
t o  Washington t o  urge t h e  new bu i ld ing  p r o j e c t ,  bu t  no a c t i o n  was taken. 

In  t h e  VirginiawPilot  f o r  March 1, 1929, announcement was made t h a t  a t e n t a t i v e  
a l l o c a t i o n  of $1,150,000 o u t  of a $300,000,000 bu i ld ing  program then before  Congress had 
been made. Menalcus Lankford, Congressman e l e c t  from Norfolk, who had been a t  work on 
the  new Federal  Building appropr ia t ion  ever  s i n c e  h i s  e l e c t i o n  i n  November, 1928 and had 
been a s s i s t e d  by Major Clinton L. Wright, Postmaster a t  Norfolk, and f e l t  t h a t  the  appropr ia t ion  

(See Continuation Sheet #8) 


















