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CONDITION 
(Check One) I (Chock One) I 

The plan cons i s t s  of a  longi tudinal  mall open t o  the  roof, lit by skyl ights ,  
and entered through the  cen t r a l  bay of each facade, by way of a  two-story 
opening surmounted by a  broken segmental pediment. F i l e s  of shops flank 
t h i s  mall on each of the  th ree  levels .  Just  ins ide  the  opening, behind the  
ex te r io r  rank of shops a t  e i t h e r  end, a r e  cross h a l l s  leading to  s t a i r s  i n  
each of the corners. 

A1ter.d a Unoltsr.d 

The i n t e r i o r  i s  remarkably unaltered.  The two-story, order-and-att ic 
scheme of the  ex te r io r ,  as well  a s  the ground-floor shop f ron t  design and 
many of the  decorative embellishments, is car r ied  over t o  the  cen t r a l  mall. 
A pa i r  of elaborate,  engaged Ionic columns with angle volutes  and de l i ca t e ly  
modeled female masks f l a n k e a c h  entry.  These carry  blocks of enriched en- 
t ab la ture  which formerly, according t o  ear ly  photographs, supported engaged 
spheres. Over these,  a t  the  tops of the  thi rd-s tory p ie rs ,  cartouches were 
affixed.  These and the  spheres have been removed. 

0 Msred 8 Original Sits 

The skcond-story ga l l e ry  i s  supported by the  f i r s t - f l o o r  shop f ron t s ,  while 
the  th i rd- f loor  ga l l e ry  i s  cantilevered over the  second on s t e e l  brackets.  
These were formerly cloaked i n  a  c l a s s i c a l  covering, with cartouches attach- 
ed t o  the  p ie rs  under them, but these embellishments have been removed. 

- 
DESCRlSE  T H ~  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (irirnamnJ P W Y S I c h L  A P P E I R A N C E  

B u i l t  i n  1907 the  three-story,  Beaux-Arts s t y l e  Monticello Arcade forms a  
protected.pedestr ian passageway between City Hall Avenua and Plume S t r ee t  i n  
the  middle of a  long block i n  downtown Norfolk and closes the  v i s t a  down 
Monticello Avenue. A modern o f f i c e  building between Plume S t r ee t  and Main 
S t r ee t  has been b u i l t  with an arcade aligned with t h a t  of the  o lder  building 
allowing a  continuous view through two blocks. The Arcade has s t e e l  frame 
construction with a  facing of molded and polychromed te r raco t ta .  Both the  
facades a re  seven bays i n  length and a r e  composed of a  two-story Ionic  order 
surmounted by an e laborate  corn ice ,wi th  an a t t i c  s t o ry  above. The o r ig ina l  
fenes t ra t ion  i s  v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t  i n  the upper two b to r i e s  a n d c o d s i s t s  of a  
pair  of windows i n  each bay having la rge  one-over-one sash and divided by 
narrow 'stone mullions. ' Only one of the,  o r ig ina l  ground-floor ex te r io r  shop 
f ron t s ,  on Plume S t r ee t ,  i s  i n t a c t ,  but 'the ~s ' t iuc ture  of the  building and 
i t s  columns seem t o  be undisturbed beneath the  modem shop f ron ts .  The f i r s  
and second s t o r i e s  a r e  divided by simple recessed-panel spandrels with small 
paterae,  while the  main cornice separates the second and t h i r d  s to r i e s .  

The loss  of these ornaments, as well as Doric p ie rs  between each of the  
f i r s t - s t o r y  shop f ron t s ,  and the  a l t e r a t i on  of a  few of the  shop f ron ts  
cons t i tu te  the  only major changes t o  the  Arcade's i n t e r io r .  The remaining 
d e t a i l  i s  s t r i k ing ly  c r i sp ,  and the  o r ig ina l  ga l le ry  r a i l i n g s  with t h e i r  
de l ica te  arcaded balust rades  give a  pleasing v i sua l  uni ty  t o  the  i n t e r io r .  

The Arcade i s  i n  apparently sound condition but i s  i n  imminent danger of 
demolition by the Norfolk Redevelopment and Housing Authority. 
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S T * T E M Z N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  
The Monticel lo Arcade i s  among t h e  few r e m a i n i n g c i v i c  ameni t ies  o f  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n - N o r f o l k ' s  c e n t r a l  bus iness  d i s t r i c t .  One of on ly  
two shopping arcades  s tanding i n  Vi rg in ia ,  i t  i s  a l s o  one o f  t h e  l a s t  
examples of a  commercial bu i ld ing  form popular throughout n ine teenth-century  
America. I t s  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n ,  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  des ign ,  and f i n e l y  executed 
d e t a i l ,  p l ace  i t  among V i r g i n i a ' s  notable  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  achievements o f  t h e  
twen t i e th  century.  

The i d e a  of a  p ro tec ted  t r a d i n g  a r e a  can b e  t r aced  back a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  
Greek e, and hence i t  i s  no t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  the  scheme should  have been 
adapted t o  American commercial use a s  e a r l y  a s  1828 i n  the  Greek-Revival 
Providence (R.I.) Arcade. The scheme of a  mul t i - s tory  b u i l d i n g  having many 
small  shops opening onto  an  i n t e r i o r  sky l igh ted  c o u r t  cont inued t o  be  used 
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  throughout t h e  next f i f t y  yea r s  i n  both Europe and America. 
I n  t h e  1850s i t  was adapted from wood t o  i r o n  framing. I n  t h e  l a s t  twenty 
y e a r s  of t h e  cen tu ry ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  every c i t y  t h a t  could suppor t  a  mul t i -  
s t o r y  commercial bu i ld ing  had an arcade.  

The popula t ion  of Norfolk grew t o  100,000 by t h e  ea r ly - twen t i e th  century  
and touched o f f  a  land boom. Many small companies c a p i t a l i z e d  on the  r a p i d  
development of fashionable  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  such a s  Ghent and the  
r e s o r t  a r e a s  i n  nearby Pr incess  Anne County, Much a t t e n t i o n  was drawn t o  
t h e  c i t y  by t h e  Jarnestown Exh ib i t ion  he ld  i n  1907, t h e  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  Monti- 
c e l l o  Arcade was b u i l t .  A c i t y  guide of t h e  period noted  t h a t  " the  parade 
of shoppers on Saturday n i g h t s ,  when t h e  r e t a i l  d i s t r i c t  i s  ve ry  animated, . . . PndIJ t h e  shops remain open . . . u n t i l  t e n  o 'c lock ,"  xias a  notable  
f i - a tu re  o f  Norfolk l i f e .  The Monticello Arcade i s  a  conspicuous product 
03 t h i s  economic ef f lorescence .  

The Arcade was b u i l t  f o r  Percy S .  Stephenson, an a t t o r n e y ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  
agent ,  and auc t ionee r  who subsequently maintained an o f f i c e  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  
on land c r e a t e d  by t h e  f i l l i n g  o f  the  Town Back Creek i n  1905. Stephenson 
apparent ly  went backrupt  a  few years  l a t e r ,  and the  b u i l d i n g  was taken over  
by t h e  Selden Grandy e s t a t e  from which the  b u i l d e r  had l e a s e d  the  land. 
The Arcade i s  s t i l l  i n  Grandy hands. 

It opened i n  1908, and e a r l y  photographs i n  the  Mann Col l ec t ion  of the  
Vi rg in ia  S t a t e  L ib ra ry  d e p i c t  an e l e g a n t l y  appointed bu i ld ing  well-designed 
t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  Norfolk shopper. The e a r l y  t enan t s  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  were 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  Norfolk 's  economic l i f e .  On the  lower l e v e l  were m i l l i -  
ne r s ,  shoe s t o r e s ,  c a f e s ,  t a i l o r s ,  and o t h e r  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

f loors  were occupied ch ie f ly  by insurance agents and a multi tude of r e a l  
e s t a t e  companies l i k e  the  South Ghent Land Company, the  Highland Park Build- 
ing Company, and the  Lafayette Residential  Park Company. 

The Monticello Arcade continued t o  be a fashionable business address u n t i l  
about 1940. It i s  s t i l l  a po ten t ia l ly  popular commercial building with i ts  
cen t r a l  locat ion,  convenient s i t i ng ,  and amenable design. 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and certify that i t  has been 
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National Register. 

evaluated accordinx to the c-iteria and proce&res s e t  

forth by the ~ ~ t i o n a l  Park ~ e r v r c e .  The recommended 

level of sipniiicance of this nomination i s :  

National 0 State @ Local 0 

~ f f ; ~ .  o l ~ r s h c o l o 8 y  endniatoris  Promsrv=lion 

1 

Name - 
Fishburn Jr.,Exe .Director 

Virgin' '  ~ i s t o r i c  andmarks o m i s s i o n  
.hnius Y 

Title 

AF.R 2 5 !975  date^ - 

Gnrr 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The Natimal  Reaister 

Date 

G P O  931-894 






