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DESCRIBE THE.PRESENTAND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

lesinned bv the  New York f l rm of E. C. Horn and Sons. t h e  Wells Thea t re  i n  Norfolk is an -. .. 

xce i l en t  example of vaudevi l le / road  show t h e a t r e  a i c h i t e c t u r e  popular  i n  America dur ing  the  
i r s t  two decades o f  t h i s  century .  The bu i ld ing ,  completed i n  1913, is of hollow t i l e  
ons t ruc t ion  wi th  a  veneer  o f  tex turbd t an  b r i c k  and t e r r a - c o t t a  d e t a i l i n g .  V i s u a l l y ,  t h e  
h e a t r c ' s  e x t e r i o r  is  composed of t h r e e  s e c t i o n s .  

irst and most prominent i s  a  th ree - s to ry ,  three-bay e n h a n c e  tower f a c i n g  Tazeraell  S t r e e t .  
e r e  a  curved f r o n t  is recessed  i n t o  the  f i r s t  two s t o r i e s  while  a n  open l o g g i a  d e f i n e s  t h e  
op s t o r y .  The f i r s t  s t o r y  r e f l e c t s  a l t e r a t i o n s  made ca.  1930 and 1960. These inc lude  
n s t a l l a t i o n  of a  c e n t r a l  box o f f i c e  and a  new marquee. Flanking t h e  box o f f i c e  on each  s i d e  
r e  double doors sepa ra ted  by c l a s s i c a l l y  der ived  p i l a s t e r s .  A t r i g l y p h  and metope f r i e z e  
n i f i e s  the en t ry .  The second s t o r y  d i sp lays  fewer changes. The bowed f r o n t  is a g a i n  divide1 
nto threc  s e c t i o n s ,  each con ta in ing  s i x t e e n - l i g h t  windows and capping transom. Surrounding 
hc f i r s t  two s t o r i e s  o f  the  tower a r e  herr ingbone-pat terned b r i c k  p i e r s  and a  connect ing  
r ieze .  Decorative t e r r a - c o t t a  l i o n ' s  heads extending from diamond-shaped panels  a r e  s e t  int t  
~ t h  the p ie r s  and f r i e z e .  Chains used t o  support  t he  marquee extend from t h e  mouths o f  t h e  
ion ' s  heads f l ank ing  t h e  l a r g e  cartouche a t  t h e  f r i e z e  cen te r .  

,, 
I .  

three-bay loggia  screened by t h r e e  round-arched openings forms t h e  tower ' s  t h i r d  s t o r y .  
Sssive double and quadruple brackets  v i s u a l l y  support  the  wide overhanging p a n t i l e  r o o f .  
~sperlded i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  a rcade ,  a t a l l  s i g n  s p e l l s  ''Wells" i n  neon. A s i n g l e  a c r o t e r i o n  
~ r k s  the  apex of the  tower. The female s t a t u e  o r i g i n a l l y  a t o p  t h e  a c r o t e r i o n ,  t h e  two roof  
rres on t a l l  s t a f f s ,  and a  "Wells" s i g n  extending d iagonal ly  ac ross  t h e  second and t h i r d  
:ories  have a l l  been removed. 

commercial row surmounted by a n  eleven-bay arcade  forms the  second s e c t i o n  o f  the  t h e a t r e .  
: retching e a s t  on  Tazewell S t r e e t  t o  Monticel lo Avenue , . th i s  s e c t i o n  i s  a l s o  faced w i t h  tex- 
 red b r i c k  a.nd or-iiginally held s e v e r a l  r e t a i l  s t o r e s  and double t h e a t r e  e x l t  .dours.. The 
cond s t o r y  cons i s t ed  of o f f i c e s  and a  r e s t a u r a n t  s e t  behind t h e  a rcade .  Topping t h e  a rcade ,  

s s ive  pa i red  brackets  support  a  f a l s e    an tile roof.  ~ a n c i f u l  g i a n t  candelabyra a long  th-e to$  

t h i s  por t ion  have been removed. , A  1960s remodeling r ep laced  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s h o p , f r o n t s  . . wi th  
uminum and b r i c k  s i d i n g .  

e  auditorium marks the  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  of the  t h e a t r e .  Located n o r t h  o f  t h e  commercial arcadr 
d en t rance  tower, the  auditorium r i s e s  approximately four  s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t  and is o f  r ed  
ick cons t ruc t ion .  Large recessed  b r i c k  panels d iv ide  t h e  ~ r a l l  i n t o  n i n e  bays. The east 
ree  bays extend another  s t o r y  i n  he ight  t o  form the  f l y  l o f t .  Aside from s p a r s e  t e r r a -  
t t a  d e t a i l i n g ,  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  t h a t  v i s u a l l y  t i e s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t h e a t r e .  

the i n t e r i o r ,  en t r ance  t o  the  foyer  i s  made through a  smal l ,  r i c h l y  decora ted  o v a l   lobby.^: 
bby i s  composed of t h r e e  double doors on t h e f i r s t  l e v e l ,  wi th  pa i r ed  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window 
nels  above. S ing le  and pa i red  term p i l a s t e r s  on l i o n ' s  head bases s e p a r a t e  t h e  g l a s s  panels 
i l e  a  wide Greek key and swag f r i e z e  marks the  two l eve l s .  Suspended from t h e  c e i l i n g  i s  a  
rge p l a s t e r  chandel ier  heav i ly  e n c r u s t e d  wi th  f l o r a l  decora t ion  and co lo red  i i g h t  bulbs.  
e  o r i g i n a l  box o f f i c e  is  loca ted  t o  t h e  west and is  p resen t ly  obscured by s i g n s  i n s t a l l e d  i l  

e  1960s. 

e oval  lobby leads  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  a  l a r g e  r ec tangu la r  foyer .  Two l a r g e  columns, each surroui  
d  by four  Grecian c a r y a t i d s ,  suppor t  a  vau l t ed  c e i l i n g .  To t h e  west on ly  one o f  the  two 

(See con t inua t ion  Sheet  f i 1 )  
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;PECIFIC DATES 1913-14 E. C. Horn and Sons 

;TATEMENTOFSIGNIFICANCE Designed by t h e  New York f i rm of  E. C. Horn and Sons, t h e  Wells 
Theatre i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  both a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  e a r l y  20th-century  popular  c u l t u r e  and a s  
an outs tanding  example o f  Beaux A r t s  t h e a t r e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  V i r g i n i a .  The t h e a t r e  opened 
on August 23, 1913,as p a r t  o f  t h e  Southern vaudev i l l e  cha in  ope ra t ed  by Jacob and O t t o  Wells .  
Although such Northern synd ica t e s  a s  t h e  Shuber ts ,  Keith-Albee, and Klaw and E r l a n g e r ,  have 
been the  s u b j e c t  .o£ r ecen t  s tudy ,  thus f a r  l i t t l e ' r e s e a r c h  has been conducted on t h e a t r e  

, . i , . .. . i :  t r u s t s  of  . the  ' south.  
. . , .  . .  , 1 .  Z , ' .  

, . ..,. . . 

By 1913 t h i r t y - f o u r  t h e a t r e s  s t r e t c h i n g  from t h e  Orpheum'in~~acksodville, ' F l o r i d a ,  t o a s  f a r  
north a s  t h e  u i jou  i n  Evansv i l l e ,  Indiana ,  were under t h e  Wells b r o t h e r s '  management. I n  
add i t ion  t o  t h e i r  t h e a t r e  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  b ro the r s  c o n t r o l l e d  a l l i e d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  
production and management o f  vaudev i l l e  en ter ta inment .  The Bijou Company, t h e  Wells Amuse- 
ment Company, the  Leath T h e a t r i c a l  Company, the  Lyr ic  Company, and t h e  Theat re  Real ty  
Carnpany conlprised t h e i r  major i n t e r e s t s .  1 

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  l a r g e  number o f  Wel ls -cont ro l led  t h e a t r e s  i n  ceo rg ia2  and Tennessee, t h e  
heart  of t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n  was i n  Tidewater V i rg in i a .  Thus when p lans  were f i r s t  announced 

. . 
for  a new Wells Theatre  i n  Norfolk,  t h e  comrnunity responded wi th  g r e a t  . enthusiasm and 
a n t i c i p a t i o n .  A r c h i t e c t s  f o r  the  p ro jec t  were E. C. Horn and Sons o f  New York ~ i t ~ . ~ % o  
geeks p r i o r  t o  i t s  opening, t h e  Wells Theatre  i n  Norfolk w a s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  ''most p r e t e n -  
t ious playhouse" of  t h e  Wells cha in .  For months promoters teased  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Norfolk 
Ledger-Dispatch and o f ' t h e  Vi rg in i an -P i lo t  w i th  v i v i d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and  s u r p r i s e  g l impses  o f  
the t h e a t r e ' s  r i c h  i n t e r i o r . 4  
When opening day, August 26, 1913, a r r i v e d ,  advance men were a n t i c i p a t i n g  "the b i g g e s t  and 
most r e p r c s e n t a t i v e  audience ever  seen  i n s i d e  of a  t h e a t e r  i n  [NorfolQ ." According t o  Wells 
promoters the  crowds would come not  only  because of  t h e  fame of  t h e  opening b i l l ,  "The Merry 
Countess," but  "by t h e  d e s i r e  t o  be present  a t  an event  t h a t  w i l l ,  i n  a f t e r  y e a r s ,  be p a r t  
of the t h e a t r i c a l  and c i v i l  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  ci ty."5 

Predict ions by promoters were not  o f f  mark. The t h e a t r e  opened i ts  doors  t o  a  c a p a c i t y  
crowd. Spec ia l  t r a i n s  and boats  carr i .ed patrons from Portsmouth and nearby Tidewater towns 
t o  Norfolk f o r  t h e  event .  A "White Way," c o n s i s t i n g  of  f i v e  ornamental  i r o n  posts  suppor t ing  
"three 100-watt decora t ive  l i g h t s , "  was e rec t ed  by t h e  Wells Amusement Company i.n f r o n t  of  
the t h e a t r e  on Taeewell ~ t r e e t . ~  Telegrams of  congra tu l a t ions  and wel l -wishing  s treamed i n  
from such famous t h e a t r e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a s  Klaw and Er langer ,  t h e  Shuber t s ,  S t a i r  and ~ a v l i n ,  
and B. '3. Keith. Souvenir programs p r i n t e d  on "old rose  paper" b e a r i n g a n , . e n g r a v i n g  o f - : t h e  
New Wells were d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  pa t rons .  7 . . 

The t h e a t r e  inaugura t ion  would have been a  complete success  were i t  n o t  f o r  t h e  opening b i l l .  
Reviewers panned "The Merry countess" as"a d i s t i n c t  disappointment .  . . f a i l i n g  t o  show even 
mediocre c a l i b r e . "  The Led~6:r-Dispatch commented, "while t h e  audience  looked upon t h e  
t h e a t r e  wi th  admira t ion  ... it condemned t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  t h a t  was p resen ted  f o r  t h e  opening and 
i t  is  r e g r e t t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r a s t  between t h e  magnificence o f  t h e  t h e a t r e  and t h e  q u a l i t y  of  
the play was s o  (see c o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet  #%) 
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.e l lo  Avenue, a s  t h e  same is now l o c a t e d ,  w i th  t h e  nor thern  l i n e  o f  Tazewell S t r e e t ,  a s  t h e  
same i s  now loca ted ;  running thence i n  a  wes te r ly  d i r e c t i o n ,  a long t h e  n d r t h e r n  l i n e  o f  Taze- 
gel1 S t r e e t ,  a s  t h e  same is now l o c a t e d ,  approximately one hun?red n i n e t e e n  and f i v e - t e n t h s  
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DESCRIPTION - # 1 ITEM N U M B E R  7 PAGE 1 -- 
ha l f  columns ( f ronted  by a  s i n g l e  c a r y a t i d )  remains. A l l  c a r y a t i d s  s t and  on  high c y l i n d r i c a l  
bases decorated wi th  c l a s s i c a l  swags. A curved, three-foot-high,  paneled rail sc reens  
the  lobby from t h e  auditorium. This r a i l  was e i t h e r  added o r  moved whet1 t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e a t i n e  
arrangement was a l t e r e d  during t h e  1930s. A decora t ive  t i l e  f l o o r  has been r e c e n t l y  uncover- 
ed beneath wal l - to-wal l  ca rpe t ing .  The nor th  end of t h e  lobby con ta ins  a  s t a i r w e l l  l ead ing  t 
t he  balcony l e v e l s .  A l a d i e s '  restroom has been b u i l t  i n t o  the  o r i g i n a l  h a t  check room 
beneath the  s t a i r .  

Seat ing i n  the  auditorium i s  arranged on t h r e e  l e v e l s :  o r c h e s t r a ,  balcony (20° s l o p e ) ,  and 
g a l l e r y  (30° q lope) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  two t i e r s  of can t i l eve red ,  s e m i c i r c u l a r  box s e a t s  f l a n k  
each s i d e  of the  s t a g e  ( s i x  t o  each s i d e ) .  The o r c h e s t r a  p i t ,  l o c a t e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  s t a g e ,  
has been blocked i n  wi th  cement. While s e a t s  were replaced during mid-century, s e v e r a l  rows 
of the  o r i g i n a l  c h a i r s  remain a t  t he  r e a r  of the  second balcony. 

A l a rge  proscenium s t a g e  measuring 56 f e e t  i n  width and 35 f e e t  i n  depth  f a c e s  the  auditorium 
The proscenium a rch  i s  45 f e e t  i n  he ight  and f r o n t s  a  f l y  l o f t  r i s i n g  85 f e e t  above s t a g e  
l eve l .  From ca. 1960 t o  October 1979 the  a rch  bad been cemented o f f  and t h e  s t a g e  space used 
as  a  r e s t a u r a n t .  E f f o r t s  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  the  s t a g e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  underway. Trqelve d r e s s i n g  
rooms a r e  arranged i n  t h r e e  t i e r s  t o  the  nor th  of the  s t age .  A f u l l  basement l i e s  beneath 
the  s t age  and o r i g i n a l l y  he ld  a  workshop f o r  s e t  and scenery cons t ruc t ion .  

The a~tdi toriunt  i s  r i c h l y  decora ted  w i t h  Beaux A r t s  ornamentation. Te r ra -co t t a  s t a t u e s ,  c e i l -  
ing murals,  g i l t  p l a s t e r ,  marbleized w a l l s ,  s t a i n e d  g l a s s ,  o r n a t e  l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  and 
chandel iers ,  and heavy drapery  a l l  fuse  i n t o  a  romantic image of Renaissance luxury.  The 
auditorium has undergone l i t t l e  r e p a i n t i n g  and r e t a i n s  much of i ts o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r .  The 
box s e a t s  a r e  un i t ed  by t h r e e  t a l l  a rches  leading  from t h e  balcony t o  the  s t a g e .  P ie r s  
support ing these  arches  a r e  decorated wi th  g i l t  p l a s t e r  moldings, whi le  g i l t  p l a s t e r  swags 
and s h i e l d s  embell ish t h e  spandre l s .  

A l a r g e  pastel-colored mural dominates the  auditorium c e i l i n g .  Painted i n  t h e  French Rococo 
t r a d i t i o n ,  the  mural d e p i c t s  fou r  f i g u r e s  sea ted  on a  t e r r a c e  over looking a  wide landscape.  
Flowers border the  edges of the  sccne and s p i l l  o u t  from a  c e n t r a l  urn .  A l a r g e  o r n a t e  l'yre 
s tands  prominently i n  t h e  composition. To each s i d e  of t h e  mural a r e  t h r e e  l a r g e  panels  w i t t  
f l o r i d  decora t ions ,  p l a s t e r  s h i e l d s ,  and chandel iers .  P l a s t e r  l y r e s  a r e  a l s o  s e t  a t  t h e  f a r  
edges of t h e  panels.  

For the  most p a r t ,  t h e  Wells T t ~ c a t r e  r e t a i n s  i t s  e a r l y  20th-century a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y .  
Although e x h i b i t i n g  such s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  a s  the  a d d i t i o n  of a i r  cond i t ion ing  d u c t s ,  
the  removal of a l l  s t a g e  l i g h t s ,  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  both ba lconies ,  t h e  f i l l i n g  i n  o f  thc  orches-  
t r a  p i t ,  t he  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  new box o f f i c e  and marquee, and t h e  replacement o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e a t s ,  t he  Wells is f o r t u n a t c  i n  r e t a i n i n g  i t s  r i c h  Eeaux A r t s  decora t ions .  With minor 
exceptions the  t h e a t r e  e x h i b i t s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r  scheme inc lud ing  g i l t  p l a s t e r  work, 
marbleized wa l l s ,  and decora t ive  murals. Recently lcased  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  S tage  Company, the  
Wells is c u r r e n t l y  undergoing ex tens ive  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t o  r e s t o r c  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  use a s  a  s t a g e  t h e a t r e .  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  plans a r e  by t h e  Norfolk f i r m  o f  S p i g e l ,  
Car ter ,  Zinkl ,  Herman, and Chapman. 

BNZ 
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A t  the  time of the  Wells opening, Norfolk was a  leading  en te r t a inmen t  c e n t e r  o f  the  sou th  
At l an t i c  seaboard. Seventeen vaudev i l l e  and movie t h e a t r e s  ope ra ted  he re  i n  1 9 1 3 . ~  
the Wells was repor ted  t o  be t h e  most modern and the  most prodig ious .  1 0  

The ova l  en t rance  lobby, h ighl ighted  3 y a y a i s e d  chande l i e r ,  l a r g e  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  panels ,  p a i r e  
p l a s t e r  terms, and c l a s s i c a l  r e v i v a l  f r i e z e s  and swags, spoke of a d d i t i o n a l  sp lendor  wa i t ing  
ins ide .  Although the  i n t e r i o r  has l o s t  some of i t s  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s  ( c a r p e t s ,  f l o o r  t i l e ,  
s e a t s ,  and some l i g h t  f i x t u r e s ) ,  it r e t a i n s  much of i t s  e a r l y  c h a r a c t e r .  Focal  po in t s  of t h e  
i n t e r i o r  inc lude  a  pas te l -colored  c e i l i n g  mural and round, c a n t i l e v e r e d  box s e a t s  s e t  i n t o  
a  Renaissance loggia .  Gilded and r i c h l y  painted p l a s t e r  work, heavy drapery ,  and marbleized 
walls  accentuate  the  decora t ive  q u a l i t i e s  of the  bui ld ing .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  plush 
a c t  c u r t a i n ,  manufactured by t h e  Arnold Constable Company of Few York Ci ty ,  has been removed. 

A s  o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted  t h e  t h e a t r e  could s e a t  1,650 patrons.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  box s e a t s ,  
s e a t i n g  was arranged on t h r e e  l e v e l s :  o r c h e s t r a ,  balcony, and g a l l e r y .  Both the  balcony 
and the g a l l e r y  a r e  of can t i l eve red  cons t ruc t ion .  
I 

Mostly c a t e r i n g  t o  road shows and vaudeville a c t s ,  t he  Wells enjoyed popular success dur ing  
the teens and twent ies .  Anna Held ' s  Al l -S ta r  Var i e ty  Jub i l ee ,  Mary I rwin ,  John P h i l l i p  Sousa 
and h i s  band, and m u g l a s  Fairbanks,  S r . ,  i n  "The New Henr ie t ta ,"  o r e  only a  few of the  a c t s  
appearing a t  t he  Wells dur ing  i t s  f i r s t  season of opera t ion .  12 I 
The dec l ine  i n  the  popu la r i ty  o f  vaudev i l l e  coupled wi th  the  r i s e  of the  movie i n d u s t r y  i n  
Hollywood during t h e  twen t i c s ,  l e d  t o  the  fo ld ing  of many road show t h e a t r e s .  The Wells 
chain was not  immune t o  these  pressures .  I n  the  l a t e  1920s the  Wells  Theatre was converted 
t o  a  movie t h e a t r e  and s o l d .  Since t h i s  time the  t h e a t r e  has gone through a  success ion  o f  
owners and changes. A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  the  t h e a t r e  have bcen of va ry ing  degrees .  Sea t s  were 
changed on a t  l e a s t  two occas ions ,  and a  new marquee and box o f f i c e  were i n s t a l l e d  dur ing  
mid-century. From 1961 t o  1979 the  t h e a t r e  was used a s  a n  X-rated movie house. 

Surp r i s ing ly ,  i n  s p i t e  of the  number of owners, t he  t h e a t r e  r e t a i n s  most of i t s  o r i g i n a l  
c e i l i n g  murals and p l a s t e r  decora t ion .  The t h e a t r e  has been leased  r e c e n t l y  by the  V i r g i n i a  
Stage Company, and e f f o r t s  a r c  c u r r e n t l y  underway t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  i t s  former 
opulence. 

BNZ 
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1. 
December 24, 1911. 

2. 
I n  At l an ta  these  inc lude  the  Forsythe,  Bijou,  Lyr ic ,  and Orpheum. I n  Savannah 
they c o n t r o l l e d  the  Bijou and t h e  L ibe r ty ,  and i n  Augusta, t h e  Bijou and t h e  Grand. 
I b i d .  - 

3 .  
Virg in ian -P i lo t ,  August 3 ,  1913. 

4.  
The f i r s t  mention o f  the  New Wells Theatre was i n  1911. Photographs o f  t h e  t h e a t r e  
under cons t ruc t ion  appeared i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  during 1912, w i t h  press  coverage becoming 
more in t ense  near  the  b u i l d i n g ' s  completion. 

5 .  
Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch, August 26, 1913. 

6. 
Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch, August 25, 1913 

' 7. 
Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch, August 27, 1913. - 

8. 
I b i d .  - 

9. 
 ill's D i r e c t o ~ f  - Norfolk, 1913, 1914. 

10. 
Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch, August 26, 1913. 

11. 
A s  of October 1979 t h e  t h e a t r e  he ld  1,035 s e a t s .  The g a l l e r y  and box s e a t s  have 
been closed t o  the  publ ic .  Or ig ina l  s e a t s  da t ing  t o  1913 s t i l l  e x i s t  i n  p? r t ions  
of the  g a l l e r y .  

12. 
Virg in ia  Stage Company, an3hives. 

REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 6.  ---- 
(2) Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 

1975, 1979 s t a t e  
Vi rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conuniss ion  
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, Va. 23219 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

(119.5) f e e t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  t o  the  c e n t e r  l i n e  of a  l ane  approximately seven and f o u r -  
t c n t h s  (7.4) f e e t  i n  width,  extending n o r t h e r l y  from t h e  nor the rn  l i n e  o f  Tazewell S t r e e t  
( sa id  cen te r  l i n e  being t h e  e a s t e r n  l i n e  of the  property conveyed by the  Granby-Tazewell 
Realty Corporation t o  Shuln~an Investment Corporation by deed bea r ing  d a t e  t h e  3rd  day o f  
January, 1928, and duly o f  record  i n  the  o f f i c e  of the  Clerk o f  t h e  Corporat ion Court o f  
the  C i ty  of Norfolk, V i r g i n i a ,  i n  Deed Book 303-B, a t  page 172);  thence i n  a  n o r t h e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n ,  a long s a i d  c e n t e r  l i n e  of s a i d  l ane ,  and approximately p a r a l l e l  w i th  t h e  
western l i n e  of Monticel lo Avenue, one hundred (100) f e e t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
l i n e  of the proper ty  now o r  formerly belonging t o  Minton W .  Ta lbot ;  thence i n  an  e a s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n ,  ,along the  sou the rn  l i n e  of s a i d  property now o r  former ly  belonging t o  
Minton W. Ta lbot ,  and p a r a l l e l ,  o r  nea r ly  so,  wi th  Tazewell S t r e e t ,  one hundred twenty 
and f ive - t en ths  (120.5) f e e t  t o  the  western l i n e  of Monticel lo Avenue, a s  the  same i s  
now loca ted ;  and thence i n  a  sou the r ly  d i r e c t i o n ,  along s a i d  wes tern  l i n e  o f  Mont i ce l lo  
Avenue, one hundred (100) f e e t ,  more o r  l e s s ,  t o  the  point  of beginning a f o r e s a i d .  
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