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1. Name

historic Downtown Norfolk Historic District (DHL File No. 122-285)

and/or common N/A

2. Location
Granby Street, Main Street, Plume Street, City Hall

street & number  Avenue and Bank Street N/A not for publication
city, town Norfolk N/A vicinity of 1y .
state  Virginia code 51 county Norfolk (City) code 710
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district ___ publie _X occupied —_ agriculture X museum
—building{s) .__ private X unoccupied -X__ commercial — park
— structure _X_ bhoth — work in progress — educational —— private residence
— Site Public Acquisition Accessible -X__ entertainment —religibus
— object —..— in process —x. yes: restricted X government — . scientific
_ being considered _X yes: unrestricted — Iindustrial — transportation
N/ no . military other:

4. Owner of Property (sce continuation Sheet No. 1)

name Multiple Owners

street & number /A

city, town Norfolk N/A vicinity of state vinoinig 29510

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Norfolk City Hall

street & number 801 Union Street

city, town Norfolk staté vipeinia 23510

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (sce continuation sheet No. 9)

Division of Historic Landmarks

title (DU File No. 122-265) has this property been determined eligible? —_yes _X no
date Spring/Summer 19848 —. federal _x state ___county __ local

depositery for survey records  Division of Historic Landmarks, 221 Governor Street

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219




7. Description (See Continuation Sheet No. 10)

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent —deteriorated ____ unaltered X _original site

_X_good ____ruins X _ altered —__moved date N?/A
—X fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Downtown Norfolk Historic District is primarily composed of turn-of-the-century commercial
buildings, reflecting Norfolk's prosperity of the 1890s through the 1920s. The architecture
expresses the optimism of the period, with tall buildings elaborately ornamented in terra cotta,
stone, and brick. (Tall buildings were not easy to construct in low-lying Norfolk and required
that many piles be driven to support the structures.) The majority of buildings went up between
1900 and 1920, and are Classical Revival in style. The concentrated building activity in a span
of twenty-some years resulted in stylistic harmony downtown. There is variation in the use of
the Classical vocabulary, including buildings in the Beaux Arts and Italianate styles, and many
vernacular adaptions. The district represents a period of prosperity and optimism more
enthusiastically expressed in Norfolk than in other Virginia cities. The nominated 18.3 acres
includes $2 contributing buildings and /. non-contributing buildings with 5 buildings that are
individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Norfolk is Virginia's second largest city, situated along the banks of the Elizabeth River at the
mouth of Hampton Roads. It is an important center for rail, banking, and maritime industries.
The deep harbors of Hampton Roads, and particularly that of the Elizabeth River, have allowed
the maritime industries to flourish here, and are the catalyst for commerce and industry. The
city is served primarily by the Norfolk Southern Railway, Interstate 64, and U.S. Routes 60 and
460.

Norfolk is located near the mouth of Virginia's Hampton Roads, a confluence of rivers which
flows into the Chesapeake Bay. - One of these rivers, the Elizabeth, curves southward from the
bay forming a wide harbor with Norfolk on one side and Portsmouth on the other. Norfolk's earliest
downtown was at the Elizabeth River waterfront, facing the harbor. Main Street ran parallel
to the river along a finger-shaped piece of land bounded by the Elizabeth on the south and west,
and Back Creek to the north. The earliest industrial and commercial buildings occupied this
peninsula and were grouped along the east-west axis of Main Street. Church Street intersected
Main Street at its eastern end and formed the earliest north-south axis connecting Norfolk's
downtown to the outlying areas. With the filling in of Back Creek in the 1880s, Granby Street
became a prominent north-south axis as well, intersecting Main near its western end. After
1900 residential buildings along Granby were replaced by commercial structures as Granby
developed into the primary shopping area of Norfolk, eclipsing Main Street as the heart of
downtown. Today, Granby and Monticello are the primary north-south avenues, while Atlantic
and Bank Streets are less traveled north-south routes. Cross streets (beginning at Main and
continuing northward) are Plume, City Hall, Brooke, Tazewell, College Place and Freemason.

Present day downtown Norfolk is distinguished by its turn-of-the-century commercial architecture
concentrated along Granby Street, running from Main Street at the south to Freemason on the
north, and with irregular boundaries to the east and west. The buildings are often adorned with
elaborate and expressive ornament, and several can be termed skyscrapers, The buildings are,
for the most part, Classical Revival in style, although they are varied in their interpretation
of the Classical vocabulary and include examples of the Beaux Arts, Italianate styles and

(See Continuation Sheet #10)



8. Significance (See Continuation Sheet No., 25)

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justily below

_prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning __ _landscape architecture __. religion

_ _1400-1499 __ archeolagy-historic —__ conservation — _law - science

—__1500-1599 ____ agriculture — economics —— literature —_ sculpture

_..1600-1699 _X_ architecture —— education — military — social/

—_1700-1799 ___ art _____engineering —__ music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 _X commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy _x_ theater

—x_ 1900~ —_ communications —_industry - politics/government  __X transpertation
—._invention — . other {(specify)

specific dates  yoic Lot and Early = g ugerarchitect various

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Downtown Norfolk Historic District, which occupies the oldest continuously settled area of
Virginia's second largest city, is closely associated with events and developments that have made
a major contribution to Norfolk's history as a rail, banking and maritime industrial center.
Representative of the city's optimism, prosperity and cultural advancement through a period of
expanding port and naval activity, improved rail transportation and increased visitation to Norfolk
for the Jamestown Exposition of 1907, the district embodies distinctive characteristics of early
20th-century commercial architecture in general and terra cotta ornamentation in particular.
Buildings in the district are concentrated along Granby Street, which eclipsed Main Street as the
heart of downtown after 1900. While predominantly Classical Revival in style, they are varied
in their interpretation of the Classical vocabulary and include examples of the Beaux Arts and
Italianate styles as well as many vernacular adaptations. Prominent East Coast architects whose
work is represented in the district include Ammi B. Young (U.S. Customs House, 1859), Charles
E. Cassell (Citizens' Bank Building, 1897), Wyatt and Nolting (U.S. Post Office and Courts Building,
1899), Kenneth M. Murchison, Jr. (Virginia Club Buiding, 1903), John Kevan Peebles {Lynnhaven
Hotel, 1906), and Thomas White Lamb (Loew's Theatre, 1925). Among the district’s interesting
variety of commercial building types are Norfolk's earliest tall office buildings, four hotels
associated with the Jamestown Exposition of 1907, two theatres, two arcades and several early
20th~century banks and department stores. The distinguished row of narrow brick storefronts
on the east side of the 100 block of Granby Street constitutes one of Norfolk's most coherent
streetscapes.

HISTORIC CONTEXT
Early Growth and Development

Downtown is the site of the original City of Norfolk. A brief overview of its early growth and
development provides an historical context for some of the features and patterns that remain
today.

Norfolk's favorable location, adjacent to rivers and deep creeks which provided access to the ocean,
was one of the primary determinants of its early development. 17thecentury Norfolk was a rural
area of tobacco plantations whose crops were shipped to European markets. The system of inlets
which existed throughout the area encouraged trading and shipping from individual plantation
sites. This unorganized and decentralized system of trading was regarded with disfavor by the
British government, since it made the imposition of trade regulations difficult. The King and
Colonial Governor felt that the development of towns was necessary to regulate trade and ensure
the success of its colonies. Therefore, in 1680 the Virginia Assembly passed the "Act of
Cohabitation and Encouragement of Trade and Manufacturing" which required each county

{See Continuation Sheet #25)



9. Major Bibliographical References

(See Continuation Sheet # 30)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __18.3 acres

Quadrangle name _Norfolk South, VA Quadrangle sca,;__1: 4000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

(See Continuation Sheet #33)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county N/A code

state N/A code county N/A code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Staff and Volunteers

organization Downtown Norfolk .DNevelepment Corporvation- date 1986
street & number 201 Granby Street, No. 101 telephone (804) 623-1757
city ar town  Norfolk, state Virginia 23510

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—— national —X state _ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1966 {Pubtic Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedtires set forth by the atipnat Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

agn
H. Bryan Mitchell, Director / /

title Division of Historic Landmarks date Febryary 11, 1987

For NPS use only - , e
| hereby certify that this property is included in the Natlonal Register LT e

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: L £ 1 .t . . date

Chiet of Registration
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

Granby Street
190 Block

101-103 Donald S. Lewis
101 Granby Btreet
Norfolk, VA 23510

112-114 CGQV Associates
152 Newtown Iload, Suite 118
Virginia Beach, VA 23482

116-118 Frank P. Thomas, III & David
116 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

120-122 Alexander A. Beiro
3514 Halcyon Drive
Alexandria, VA 22305

126 " Alexander A. Beiro
3514 Halcyon Drive
Alexandria, VA 22305

128-130 Josephine P. Mollura
1683 Cougar Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23518

131-133 Ilichael 8. Weisburg
131-133 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

132-134 Alexander A. Beiro
3514 Halcyon Drive
Alexandria, VA 22305

136-140 Henry E. Howell, Jr., et als
P.0O. Box 3688
Norfoll, VA 23514

151-155 Bertram H. & Estelle Hornstein
151 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 2510

(See Continuation Sheet No. 2)
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - (Contd.)

157-159 Robert T. Moore
P. O. Box 3569
Norfolk, VA 23514

200 Block

201 NRHA
c¢/o Goodman Segar Hogan
World Trade Center
Norfolk, VA 23510

203 NRHA
¢/o Goodman Segar Hogan
World Trade Center
Norfolk, VA 23510

207-213 Lonsdale Corporation
¢/o Edith Grandy, Trust Department
United Virginia Bank
P, O. Box 3583
Norfolk, VA 23514

215-221 John L. Roper Estate Inc.
c¢/o Edith Grandy, Trust Department
United Virginia Bank
P, Q. Box 3583
Norfolk, VA 23514

225/100 Brooke Ave. Tazewell Building Associates
1730 Rhode Island, Ave., N. W. Suite 701
Washington, D, C. 20036

231-239 Murray Goldburg
233 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

241 Monticello Properties, Inc.
254 Monticello Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23510

243~247 Arnold Orleans
5272 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20816

(See Continuation Sheet No, 3)
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - (contd.)

244-250 Leans Partnership
244 Granby St.
Norfolk, VA 23510

250-252 Virginia Stage Company
P. O. Box 3781
Norfolk, VA 23514
Attn: Mr. Dan Martin

253 Two Hundred Fifty Three Partnership
¢/o Warren L. Holland, Sr.
253 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

254 Virginia Stage Company
P. O. Box 3781
Norfolk, VA 23514
Attn: Dan Martin

255-263 Sung T. & Bok Ja Kim
760 Harris Point Drive
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

256-260 Arnold Orleans
¢/o Sovran Bank
Real Estate Finance Dept.
P.O. Box 600
Norfolk, VA 23501

300 Block

300-306 Alvah H. Martin Estate
c/o Smith & Welton
300 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

308 B & L Realty Co.

138 W. Belvedere Road
Norfolk, VA 23505

(See Continuation Sheet No. 4)
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310

314-318

320-328

330

332

334-344

343

346-348

East Main Street

100 Block

100-102

Florence L. Smith Trust
c/o Edith Grandy
United Virginia Bank

5 Main Plaza East
Norfolk, VA 23510

Lerner Shops of VA, Inc.
460 W, 33rd Street
New York, N. Y. 10001

Norfolk Port Authority & Industrial Authority
c/o Bank of the Commonwealth

P. O. Box 1177

Norfolk, VA 23501

Chae Chong
265 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

Charles R. Grandy, et als
c/o W. G. Gary

P. O, Box 3503

Norfolk, VA 23514

Arnold Orleans
5272 River Road, Suite 760
Bethesda, MD 20016

Arnold Orleans
5272 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20816

Arncld & Ruth Orleans
5272 River Road
Bethesda, MD 20816

Granby & Main Associates
c/o Wyle R, Cooke, Jr.
710 W, 21st Street
Norfolk, VA 23517

(See Continuation Sheet No. 5)
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - (contd.)

101 USA
101 E. Main Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

109-117 Urban Revival Associates
c¢/o Ronald P. Donn
1800 Sovran Center
Norfolk, VA 23510

120 Carolina Coach Co.
P. O. Box 28066
Raleigh, N, C. 27611

200 Block

200-216
Selden Associates
c/o Goodman Segar Hogan
World Trade Center
Norfolk, VA 23510

West Plume Street

100 Block

104-120 Plume Associates
749 Boush Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

East Plume Street

200 Block
200 Heritage Bank & Trust
P. O. Box 3749
Norfolk, VA 23510
201-203 Bess P. & Peter G. Decker, Jr.
1324 Harmott Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23509
223-227 Norfolk Port & Industrial Authority

P. O. Box 3237
Norfolk, VA 23514

(See Continuation Sheet No. 6)
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY - {contd.)

235 Seaboard Associates
P. O. Box 267
Norfolk, VA 23501

300 Block

300-308 Space Realty Development Corp.
of America
¢/o Allen J. Gordon
P.O. Box 1756
Chesapeake, VA 23320

311-319 MH Rapoport & Co., Inc.
P.O. Box 519
Portsmouth, VA 23705

East City Hall Avenue

200 Block

201-203 JA Vandersyde, et al
201-203 E. City Hall Avenue -
Norfolk, VA 23510

205-217 Monticello Arcade Ltd.

Partnership
P. O. Box 3503
Norfolk, VA 23514

West City Hall Avenue

100 Block

113-121 Vince Mastracco
P. O. Box 3037

Norfolk, VA 23514-3037
Brooke Avenue

100 Block
100: See No. 225 Granby Street
113-115 Marguerite Carter and Mary A, Carter

c/o Norfolk Stationery
113 Brooke Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23510

(See Continuation Sheet No. 7)
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116-118 Missions to Military, Inc.
115 W. Tazewell Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

120 The Union Mission
120 Brooke Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23510

130 The Union Mission
130 Brooke Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23510

East Tazewell Street
100 Block

108-116 Virginia Stage Company
P.O. Box 3781
Norfolk, VA 23514
Attn: Dan Martin

West Tazewell Street

111 Elizabeth L. Etheridge
1616 Powhatan Pl,
Naorfolk, VA 23511

112-120 Thomas Nelson Hotel I.td, Partnership
245 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

115 Missions To Military, Inc.
115 W. Tazewell Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

119 Michael 8. Weisburg, et als
450 Law Building
Norfolk, VA 23510

121-123 Robert T. Hasler, Jr., et al
c/o Hasler & Company
121 W. Tazewell Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

(See Continuation Sheet No. 8)
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY _(contd.)

Bank Street
100 Block

127 Wilson J. Browning, Jr,
127 Bank Street
Norfolk, VA 23510

Atlantic Street

118-122 John Paul Hanbury
P.O. Box 3888
Norfolk, VA 23514

124-128 John Paul Hanbury
P. O. Box 3888
Norfolk, VA 23514

Monticello Avenue

300 Block

301 Lucy Q. Hines, et als
c/o Smith & Welton

300 Granby Street
Norfolk, VA 23510
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

2. Auslew Gallery (DHL File No. 122-78)
National Register of Historic Places, February 23, 1985

3. U.S. Post Office and Courts (DHL File No. 122-58)
National Register of Historic Places, October 10, 1984

4. Wells Theatre (DHL File No. 122-67)
National Register of Historic Places, May 19, 1980

5. Monticello Arcade (DHL File No. 122-66)
National Register of Historic Places, May 21, 1975

6. U. S, Customs House (DHL File No. 122-32)
National Register of Historic Places, April 17, 1970
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7. DESCRIPTION (contd.)

many vernacular adaptions. In many cases the classical detailing is executed in glazed terra
cotta. In fact, terra cotta ornament is so prevalent that it is unusual not to find it on Norfolk
buildings constructed from the 1880s to the 1920s. Terra cotta was mass produced and shipped
by water to Norfolk, and is, therefore, a very popular medium for ornament. In many respects,
the buildings within the district reflect the prosperity which Norfolk enjoyed in the years around
the turn-of-the-century and into the 1920s. Prosperity was due to port and naval activity, the
link by rail of the coalfields and the Norfolk harbor, and to a lesser extent, the Jamestown
Exposition of 1907. These have all left a legacy in Norfolk's architecture, some more obvious
than others. While it is relatively easy to identify those remaining buildings that were associated
with the Jamestown Expositon, it is more difficult to identify buildings which were constructed
as a result of Norfolk's prosperity resulting from the presence of the United States Navy, or
to the shipment of coal by rail to Hampton Roads,

Though Norfolk is rich in history from the seventeenth century on, this is not reflected
architecturally. Antebellum buildings are rare in downtown Norfolk and only one survives in
the historic district,

The 1858 U.S. Customs House was designed by architect Ammi B. Young (1798-~1874), who was
then the supervising architect of the Department of the Treasury. The granite Customs House
sits on a high rusticated basement with a broad flight of steps leading to the portico. Across
the portico are six Corinthian columns, supporting a pediment bearing dentils and modillion blocks.
The handsome and substantial structure was built to be fireproof. It was individually listed on
the National Register in 1970.

The Civil War and Reconstruction were difficult for Norfolk, as they were for southern cities
generally. This, and the Depression of 1893, naturally produced a lull in building from which
the city did not fully emerge until the 1890s. Many of the buildings that were built in the
downtown area during the Reconstruction Era have been razed. Consequently, the earliest
buildings remaining date to the late 1890's, The Citizen's Bank (now Wheat) Building at 109-117
East Main Street was built from 1897 to 1899, and is the oldest tall building downtown. It is
an eight-story, golden brown brick structure, trimmed with terra cotta and Worcester stone.
The first floor is rusticated and features semicircular-arched windows and entrances. Three
large arches separated by fluted Corinthian pilasters form the entrance. Terra cotta lions' heads
look out from the spandrels of the center bays. The three central bays are recessed in the upper
floors. Between the seventh and eighth floors a heavy cornice projects. The building was designed
by Charles E. Cassell, FAIA, of Baltimore, a founder of the Baltimore chapter of the A.I.A, and
a designer of buildings of various types. Frank R. May of Norfolk was contractor and builder.
The building and site cost $200,000. Local newspapers reported that the building was occupied
by January 19, 1899, the anniversary of Robert E. Lee's birth.

In 1899 construction began on a new U.S. Post Office and Courts building at 235 East Plume
Street. Again a Baltimore firm received the architectural commission. Wyatt and Nolting was

{(See Continuation Sheet No. 11)
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7. DESCRIPTION (contd.)

a well-known and successful firm responsible for a number of important commissions primarily
in and around Baltimore and Washington, D. C. The firm won the competition for the
Baltimore County Courthouse (1896-97), and designed the Fifth Regiment Armory Building (1901),
the Hamet Lane House, Home for Invalid Children at Johns Hopkins Hospital (1912), and many
bank and office buildings. William G. Nolting (1866-1940) was born in Baltimore, educated in
Richmond and received his architectural training in Richmond and Washington, D. C. James
Bosley Noel Wyatt (1847-1926) was a Baltimore native and Harvard graduate. He attended M.LT.
and the Atelier Vaudremer of the Ecole des Beaux Arts for his architectural training. Both men
were Fellows of the American Institute of Architects. James Knox Taylor, supervising architect
of the U.S. Department of the Treasury from 1897 to 1912, approved the plans and is listed as
the architect of record. Mr. Taylor, a fellow of the American Institute of Architects, completed
a two-year course in architecture at BMML.I.T. and worked in Boston and New York architectural
offices, including those of Cass Gilbert. While with the Treasury Department, he was responsible

for post offices in Annapolis, Maryland and Norwich, Connecticut, and the old Federal Building
in San Francisco.

This well-preserved Classical Revival building, with massing and detailing redolent of English
and Italian sources, is one of Norfolk's most urbane structures. The raised basement is faced
with dressed ashlar which is laid in a rusticated pattern on the first floor. The upper stories are
of light-colored brick which harmonizes with the stone base and trim. Limestone was used to
fashion quoins, a central balcony supported by paired consoles, window surrounds and pedimented
cornice. A large cartouche, ornamented with stars and stripes, fills the tympanum, After this,
Norfolk architecture was rarely so well proportioned and detailed.

Norfolk's only surviving example of the Second Empire style is at 100-102 East Main Street (at
the intersection of Main and Granby), built circa 1900. The building has been renovated, and
by comparison with historic photographs, it can be seen that the false mansard roof and the
windows' hood moldings have been restored. The mid-section of the three-bay building is divided
by fluted pilasters with paired brackets and modillion blocks forming the cornice. The building
at 100-102 East Main Street is stylistically unusual within the historic district.

One of the city's most coherent streetscapes is the east side of the 100 block of Granby Street.
Here is a row of narrow brick storefronts, all three to five stories with Classical Revival features.
Some of these facades display distinguished craftsmanship. This is especially true of the
Tradewinds Building at 112-114, with its rusticated stonework, fluted Ionic pilasters which support
an entablature and pediment, quoins, and urns. This facade is packed with ornament, undoubtedly
reflecting the enthusiasm of its owner. City directories indicate that the first owner was Alvah
H. Martin, who owned several lots in this block. An early occupant of the building, possibly the
first, was C. W. Stieff Pianos. The four three-story buildings in the middle of the block, 116-118,
120-122, 126 and 128-130 Granby, are very similar, and were probably built as a block in 1902,
Only traces of the original storefronts remain on two of the buildings, and the original cornice
is gone. The original three-bay storefront of 126 possesses a large central arch bearing Gibbs

(See Continuation Sheet No. 12)
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7. DESCRIPTION (contd.)

surround. The openings of the end bays are framed by elongated scroll brackets supporting a
lintel on which rests elaborate wreaths. One end bay at 116-118 is extant and matches that of
126. The upper-story windows of these two buildings are framed with quoins. The upper-story
windows of all the buildings have segmental arches with a central stone keystone on the second
floor, and jack arches on the third floor. It appears that the end buildings were more ornate
than the two central structures, and that the four form a symmetrical central block. The last
building along the block, 132-134 Granby, also rises three stories, and was built in 1902. The
upper-floor windows are placed closely together in the center of the facade. Surrounding the
windows is terra cotta ornament which links the windows and provides vertical emphasis. The
original terra cotta cornice is intact. The building is notable for its Jacobean-style terra cotta.
The similar style, scale, massing, and materials of these buildings make them important, regardless
of missing cornices or replaced storefronts.

A very significant early twentieth-century building sits at the northwest corner of Granby and
Main. Built as a bank in 1902, this four-story, limestone-faced building is distinguished by engaged
Ionic columns running its full height. The columns support a full entablature with a dentil cornice.
The first-floor openings are pedimented, while upper-story windows are recessed between the
columns, and faced with metal railings. A mix of Greek and Roman elements is used quite
successfully. The building is in an admirable state of preservation.

A lavishly ornamented building was constructed in 1903 for the Virginia Club at the northwest
corner of Granby and Plume. This selective gentlemen's group had previously cwned another
building on this site which burned in January of 1902. The club officers hired Kenneth M.
Murchison, Jr., FAIA, of New York as their architect. Mr. Murchison graduated from Columbia
University in 1894, and studied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts from 1897-1900. A successful
architect, Mr., Murchison is best known for his railroad terminals. He designed Union Station
in Baltimore (1912), and Union Terminal in Jacksonville, Florida (1917), as well as commercial
buildings, hospitals and hotels. Mr. E. Tatterson of Norfolk was general contractor. The new
seven-story building opened in March of 1904. Though the ground floor has been significantly
altered, and the large cornice is missing, the mid-section of the building is intact. The original
entrance faced Plume Stret, and the Plume Street facade is, therefore, more ornate. The
second-story windows are treated as doorways on the Plume elevation, with terra cotta balconies
and engaged lonic columns supporting full entablatures and segmental arches. Other windows
have jack arches with keystones. On the first floor, there are terra cotta cornices and metal
balcony railings at each window. A wide band of terra cotta ornament remaining from the original
cornice circles the building above the fifth floor. In addition to its architectural importance,
the building is significant in its reflection of the social history of the period. It is the only
remaining example of a club building, and as such expresses the taste of Norfolk's affluent
gentlemen.
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