COLONIAL PLACE NORFOLK, VA

Name of Property County and State
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property
[X] Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] Public-Local [X] District 1090 222  Buildings
[ ] Public-State [ ] Site 4 _ Sites
[ 1 Public-Federal [ ] Structure _ _4  Structure
[ 1 Object _ _1  Objects
1094 227  Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing
N/A Resources previously
listed in the National
Register __ 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories Current Functions (enter
from instructions) categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/Single Dwellings DOMESTIC/Single Dwellings
DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwetlings DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwellings
RELIGION/Church RELIGION/Church
LANDSCAPE/Parks LANDSCAPE/Parks
EDUCATION/School EDUCATION/School

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/Queen Anne

LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revivals

LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival

LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Tudor Revival

LATE 19" & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Craftsman

MODERN MOVEMENT/Art Deco

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

Foundation: BRICK: CONCRETE:; STONE

Walls: WOOD: Weatherboard, Shingle;: METAL: Aluminum; ASBESTOS; CONCRETE; BRICK:
STUCCO; SYNTHETICS: Vinyl
Roof: ASPHALT: ASBESTOS: STONE.: Slate; TERRA COTTA

Narrative Description
Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets

[X] See continuation sheet
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

County and State

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark X in one or more boxes for the criteria
quatifying the property for National Register listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

[ 1B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark x in all the boxes that apply.)

[ 1A owned by a religious institution or

used for religious purposes.

[ 1B removed from its original location.

[ 1€ abirthplace or grave.

[ 1D acemetery.

[ 1E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ 1F acommemorative property.

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continvation sheets.)

[X] See continuation sheet

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING
AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1903-1941

Significant Dates
1903
1912

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Dillard, George, Developer
Turpin, Walter, Builder
Turpin, James, Builder
McGonigal, S.L., Builder
Fitch, Charles C., Builder
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9. Major Bibliographic References
[X ] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preiliminary determination of
individual listing (36 CFR 67)

[ 1 previously listed in the NR

[ 1 previously determined eligible

by the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic

Primary location of additional data:
[X] State SHPO office

[ ]Other State agency

[ ]1Federal agency

[X] Local government

[ ] University

Landmark [X] Other

[ ] recorded by Historic American Specify repository:
Buildings Survey # City of Norfolk

[ 1 recorded by Historic American

Engineering Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 202 Acres

UTM References Norfolk North USGS Map

1) /1/8/ [3/8/4/615/3] [4/0/8/2/2/1/3/ 2) /8] [3/8/4/71/6/41 [4/0/8/2/7/8/9/
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

3) /1/8/ [3/8/4/8/6/5] [4/0/8/2/9/0/6/ 4y /1/8/ 13/8/4/8/5/9/ [4/0/8/3/0/3/1/
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

[X] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[X1 See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[X] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

Namettitle Laura V. Trieschmann and Jennifer J. Bunting, Architectural Historians
Organization EHT Traceries, Inc. Date October 2000
Street & Number__112] 5™ Street , NW Telephone (202) 393-1199

City or Town Washington State_ D.C.  Zip code 20001
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FP(L)

name See attached list of property owners

street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and 10 amend existing listings. Response to this request is
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0O. Box 37127, Washington, DC
20013-7127; and the Office of the Managemem and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Developed during the first quarter of the 20" century, Colonial Place emerged as a suburban community
supporting the growing downtown area of Norfolk. Real estate developers recognized the financial
prospects of Colonial Place, inspired by its location on the Lafayette River and its direct accessibility to
the streetcar line. The neighborhood, originally catering to upper class patrons, developed with grand
single-family dwellings that exhibited revival and American movement-era styles and forms. The flat
tract was landscaped with tree-lined streets, traffic circles, and an intricate system of curvilinear roads that
complimented the less than one-acre housing lots. The domestic buildings were buffered from the public
streets by sidewalks and a grassy median planted with shade trees, primarily consisting of large maples.
Colonial Place’s initial development constituted roughly nineteen dwellings between the years 1903-1911.
Development was slow, substantially hindered by stiff competition and a citywide building slump.

Consequently, the Development Company abandoned its original “high-class” image, allowing the
community to thrive as a solidly middle class community. Growth of this middle class neighborhood was
accelerated as the First World War launched a trend of housing needs nationwide. These needs created a
second phase of development that included just over 750 buildings between 1912 and 1941. As a result,
Colonial Place became defined by a variety of 20™ century architectural styles and building types ranging
from high style to vernacular interpretations of the elaborate styles erected decades earlier. The area
making up the Colonial Place historic district presently consists of approximately 913 single-family
dwellings, 43 multiple-family dwellings (including condominiums), a school, a gazebo, a pump house,
four landscaped parks, a church, 2 monument, three secondary resources, and 353 supporting outbuildings,
which includes sixty-seven sheds and 282 garages.

The boundaries of the proposed district occupy approximately 202 of the original 220 acres conceived in
1903 by the Sterling Place Company as Colonial Place. Colonial Place became a cohesive residential
neighborhood just to the east of Riverview (VDHR 122-0823), on a peninsula jutting north into the
Lafayette River. The surrounding water, originally known as Tanner’s Creek, distinctly forms the
northern boundary of the neighborhood, with Knitting Mill Creek forming the western edge and East
Haven Creek defining the eastern border. The topography-created boundaries are delineated by the
streetscape with Mayflower Avenue encircling the community on three sides and 38" Street forming the
southern boundary. Aligned with the landscape, the streets were laid on a slightly angled north-south axis
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along the central peninsula, with bisecting cross-streets. Landscaped traffic circles, crescents, and avenues
further distinguished the plan.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The new subdivision was platted in 1903, under the direction of George W. Dillard, president of the
Sterling Place Development Company (renamed Colonial Place Corporation in 1908). The design was
composed of intersecting curvilinear streets that took advantage of the irregular shoreline of the Lafayette
River. Aligning the grid pattern with the natural landscape created the picturesque views desired by the
developers. The curvilinear riverfront avenue and central esplanade created opportunities for small parks
where awkward intersections resulted in spaces that proved inappropriate for housing lots. The
developers, attempting to set Colonial Place apart from Norfolk’s other emerging “high-class™ suburbs,
used popular picturesque ideals inspired by influential architects and landscapists such as Alexander
Jackson Davis and Frederick Law Olmsted. The city-planning theories established by the City Beautiful
Movement, which emerged at the 1893 Columbian Exposition in Chicago, were also clearly influential.

Implementation of these emerging ideals in Colonial Place included the incorporation of the existing trees,
visually linked vistas, a central esplanade, small parks, and the preservation of the natural beauty of the
surroundings. A focal point of the neighborhood was the elliptical waterfront, enhanced by the curvilinear
Mayflower Avenue and the centrally laid Newport Avenue. Tree-lined streets, sidewalks, and four small
traffic circles further improved the neighborhood. The greatest influence in the design of the community
planning of Colonial Place, however, was the Jamestown Exhibition of 1907, which was held in Norfolk.

The exposition was highly influential in the planning of the suburb, including the naming of the
subdivision, the name of the Development Company, and the streets, all which were in accordance with
the colonial theme. Furthermore, the Colonial Revival style was clearly the most prevalent illustration of
architecture in the early years of development in Colonial Place.

Initial Development in Colonial Place (1903-1911)

Construction was initial focused in the southern portion of the community, primarily along Newport
Avenue, Colonial Avenue, 38" Street, and the surrounding cross-streets, which provided easy access to
the 35" Street streetcar line. This first phase of growth was characterized by building restrictions,
including mandatory double-lot sizes and minimum allowable housing costs.
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Between 1903 and 1911, at least nmeteen dwellings were erected in Colonial Place. Despite being
constructed in the early part of the 20" century, a number of these early buildings display the high-style
ornamentation and structural forms fashionable in the latter part of the 19" century, including creative
combinations of building forms commonly associated with the high styles. Of the nineteen extant
buildings from this period, six houses exhibit the Colonial Revival style of architecture, an additional five
buildings were designed in the Dutch Colonial Revival style, three buildings are Queen Anne, and the
remaining five resources illustrate more vernacular interpretations of these styles. Many of the properties
have freestanding garages and sheds associated with them that, although historic, were often constructed
at a later date.

Following the heels of America’s Centennial celebrations in 1876, the Colonial Revival style emerged in
the early 1880s. The style, which borrowed heavily from early American architecture-—particularly
Georgian and Federal buildings—was largely an outgrowth of a new nationwide pride in the past and a
rapidly growing interest in historic preservation. In the early phase, the Colonial Revival style remained
the exclusive domain of fashionable architectural firms and was favored for the large residences of
wealthy clients. In general, as the style spread to the suburbs and increased in popularity, the detailing and
form became increasingly more modest. The stylistic impression presented in the first years of
development in Colonial Place epitomizes the suburban expression of the Colonial Revival, and the
closely related Dutch Colonial Revival style, although somewhat more vernacular in interpretation.

Eleven extant examples of the Colonial Revival and Dutch Colonial Revival style of architecture stand in
Colonial Place. The majority of these were constructed on brick foundations with wood frame structural
systems clad with wood shingles or weatherboard. The roofs, presently sheathed in a variety of materials,
historically consisted of numerous, intricate pitches that spurred from the main hip or gable. The forms of
the dwellings were typically accentuated by porches, dormer windows, columns, balustrades, wide
cornices, transoms, and patterned shingles. Excellent examples of the early phase of Colonial Revwal and
Dutch Colonial Revival architectural style and forms are reflected in the dwellings at 418 38™ Street
(1906), 422 38" Street (1907), 536 New York Avenue (1907), 610 Maryland Avenue (1907), 4415
Newport Avenue (1908), and 4107 Gosnold Avenue (1908).

The dwelling at 418 38" Street (originally Pocahontas Avenue) was built by Walter Turpin, one of
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Colonial Place’s original builders. The two-and-a-half story Dutch Colonial Revival house features an
asphalt-shingled gambrel roof with flared eaves. A projecting gable that is anchored by two gabled
dormers caps the roof. A small inset porch with an arched opening and turned post balustrade (now
infilled) defines the first and second stories. Now clad in asbestos shingles, the three-bay wide dwelling
originally featured wood shingles on the second story and weatherboard cladding on the first story.

Almost identical in form, the two-and-a-half story dwelling at 422 38" was also built by an original
builder, James Turpin. The dwelling, now clad in aluminum siding, retains much of its original Dutch
Colonial style detailing, including the arched first and second story inset porches. The gambrel roof with
flared eaves displays a front gable with dormers, a raking cornice and tympanum and modillions.

One of the most high style examples of Colonial Revival architecture in Colonial Place stands at 536 New
York Avenue. Dating from 1907, the two-and-a-half story dwelling measures three bays wide and is
capped by a hipped slate-shingled roof. The imposing residence features a denticulated cornice, a central
second story Palladian window, a one-story projecting portico supported by square Tuscan posts and
pilasters, and a fanlight and sidelights with high-style tracery. In addition, the two gabled dormer
windows crowning the roof feature raking tympanums, pilaster supports, and denticulated cornices.

More modest in style, the three-bay wide dwelling at 610 Maryland Avenue also represents the Colonial
Revival building type that emerged in the early phase of Colonial Place. The two-and-a-half story
dwelling, dating from 1907, is constructed of brick with a wood shingled second story. Colonial Revival
details include a Tuscan post-supported wrap-around front porch and a molded door surround with a
fanlight and sidelights. The dwelling also features a central gabled dormer, exposed rafters, and a molded
wood cornice.

The Richard W. Peatross House at 4415 Newport Avenue (1908) stands as another example of the
development company’s houses, built to attract a high-class clientele. The Dutch Colonial Revival
dwelling retains much of its original design and detailing. Two stories in height, the building features a
slate-shingled gambrel roof with flared eaves, an arched hood over the entry, corbeled chimneys, a
bracketed cornice, and a projecting three-sided bay window. The roof is detailed with five symmetrically
placed shed roof dormers. Built on a brick foundation, the originally weatherboard-sided dwelling has
been reclad with aluminum siding.
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The Taylor House at 4107 Gosnold Avenue, erected in 1908, also represents the more stylish Colonial
Revival dwellings erected in Colonial Place. The three-bay-wide building measures two stories in height
and is capped by a hipped asphalt-shingled roof with overhanging eaves and a denticulated cornice. Clad
in weatherboard siding, the building features a central entry with a Colonial Revival surround and Tuscan
column supported portico. A one-story Tuscan column porch with a balustraded roof also extends across
the side elevation.

The Queen Anne style was also popular in the early development of Colonial Place, although often a more
vernacular interpretation of the style was exhibited as the fashion was waning by the early 20" century.
The favor of the style commenced at the 1876 Centennial Celebration in Philadelphia, where several
English buildings were designed in the Queen Anne style. This proved to be widely influential in
America from the 1870s until slightly after the turn of the 20" century. The style dismissed the
impractical Gothic style by emphasizing human scale and domestic comforts. In America, the style found
an exuberant expression in wood, and frequently incorporated classical columns and decorative motifs
borrowed from our own colonial architecture. Thus, like the Colonial Revival dwellings, the majority of
the Queen Anne houses in Colonial Place were constructed on brick foundations with wood frame
structural systems clad with wood shingles or weatherboard. Presently clad in a variety of materials, the
roofs historically consisted of a number of intricate pitches that rose from the main hip or gable. The
forms of the dwellings were typically accentuated by corner towers, porches, and bay windows completed
by columns, balustrades, and patterned shingles, often with Colonial Revival influences. Representative
examples of the style include 4105 Newport Avenue (1906), 4801 Newport Avenue (1909), and 504
Georgia Avenue (1910).

The two-and-a-half-story American bond brick dwelling at 4105 Colonial Avenue, built by Colonial
Place’s developer George W. Dillard, measures two bays wide with front-gabled asphalt-shingled roof.
The building is finished with wood shingle-clad dormers and features prominent Queen Anne influenced
projecting three-sided bays on the first and second stories. Some of the other features include a full-width
wrap-around porch supported by Tuscan columns, a raking cornice, weatherboard-clad tympanum with
Palladian window, and arched window surrounds and lintels.

The dwelling at 4801 Colonial Avenue illustrates the imposing Queen Anne style popular in Colonial
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Place. The two-and-a-half story wood frame building presents a wrap-around porch supported by Tuscan
columns. The dwelling illustrates a multitude of stylistic details including off-center and projecting
gables, a turned post balustrade and canted bay windows, which further distinguish this Queen Anne
residence. The building sits on a brick foundation and has been re-clad in vinyl siding.

Less elaborate in detailing, the dwelling at 504 Georgia Avenue also represents the Queen Anne style in
Colonial Place. The three-bay wide, two-story building features a projecting gable with three-sided canted
bays, a half-hipped off-center dormer, and an off-center half-hipped roof with Tuscan post supports. It is
now clad in aluminum siding.

Colonial Place also boasts four landscaped parks, which were included in the original subdivision plan.
The two circular parks located in the center of Newport Avenue were named in honor of the Colonial
communities of Jamestown and Yorktown. The remaining two square-shaped parks are located along the
east-west axis of Delaware Avenue, appropriately named East Park and West Park. The parks are
landscaped with trees and shrubs.

Subsequent Development in Colonial Place (1912-1941)

Construction in Colonial Place picked up in the second decade of the 20" century. The pace of this
development, particularly between 1912 and 1941, was greatly effected by the influx of workers to the
port community during the First World War and the abandonment of many of the imposed building
restrictions.  During this period, approximately 766 buildings were erected, compared to the
approximately nineteen previously built. Respecting the existing architectural heritage of the planned
community, architects, builders, and homeowners continued to pay attention to fashionable stylistic details
when designing new buildings. Examples include the Colonial Revival building at 4709 Colonial Avenue
(1915), the large Queen Anne dwelling at 4300 Colonial Avenue (1913), and the eclectic amalgamation of
style visible at 5101 Newport Avenue (1912). Although more imposing houses were continuing to be
built during this period, house sizes and stylistic features had begun to change with the construction of a
significant number of smaller, less ornamented houses, often constructed by speculative builders such as
S.L. McGonigal and Charles C. Fitch. Excellent examples of the more modest dwellings in Colonial
Place that demonstrate the shift to slightly smaller Colonial Revival-styled dwellings include 524
Pennsylvania Avenue (1918) and 4503 Gosnold Avenue (1932). These two-story dwellings strongly



NPS Formn 10-900
(Rev, 11-90) OMB No. 10024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
Continuation Sheet

COLONIAL PLACE, NORFOLK, VA
Section number __7 Page _7

resemble the imposing Colonial Revival buildings constructed in Colonial Place’s initial building phase,
although they are more modest in scale and detailing.

The dwelling at 524 Pennsylvania, sited near a number of other speculative examples, is constructed of
masonry with a slate-shingled gambrel roof. The three-bay wide fagade is pierced with a central entry
with arched surround and sidelights. An inset full-width porch supported by Tuscan posts shelters the
entry. Two Colonial Revival-styled gable dormers accent the gambrel roof that is indicative of the Dutch
Colonial Revival.

Another example of the shift to more modest Colonial Revival-styled building practices is seen at 4503
Gosnold Avenue. The two-story dwelling measures three bays wide with a centrally placed gable portico
that is supported by Tuscan columns. A less elaborate fanlight caps the single-leaf door. The dwelling
also features a side-gabled roof, brick foundation, and aluminum siding.

The architecture of this period soon shifted from the Colonial Revival with the widespread influence of
the Craftsman/Bungalow style. Colonial Place’s second building phase was clearly dominated by this
style, which increased tremendously in popularity nationwide. A total of 393 of the more than 750
dwellings constructed between 1912 and 1941 in Colonial Place were Craftsman in style or bungaloid in
form, The one- to one-and-a-half story bungalows, which earlier had mimicked the architectural ornament
of the late Victorian period, later displayed the fashionable Craftsman style. Magazines led the way in
introducing affordable housing to the new mobile consumers. Among the most influential was Ladies
Home Journal, which around 1900 published designs for small model homes--often in chalet and period
styles—complete plans for prefabricated frames, specifications for fireproofing, and such novel
conveniences as electricity, plumbing, and gas ranges. The Craftsman was responsible for the widespread
popularity of the Craftsman bungalow, a typically snug one-and-a-half story house with a wide
overhanging roof, a deep wide porch, and simple interiors with built-in amenities such as cupboards and
cozy inglenooks.

Examples of dwellings in Colonial Place erected following this prevalent building trend include 4806
Mayflower Avenue (1912), 501 Carolina Avenue (1913), 725 Virginia Avenue (1917} and 4001 Colonial
Avenue (1918), as well as a row of houses on Delaware Avenue.
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4001 Colonial Avenue

4003 Colonial Avenue

4004 Colonial Avenue

4005 Colonial Avenue

4008 Colonial Avenue

4011 Colonial Avenue

4100 Colonial Avenue

4101 Colonial Avenue

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

Multiple Dwelling

1918, Colonial Revival, 1.5 Story, Contributing

Chimney (Exterior End, Brick, Common Bond); Door(s} (Single Leaf,
Wood, Panel wlights); Foundation (Solid, Brick, Common Bond); Roof
(Gable, Slate, Shingle); Structural System (Frame, Wood, Vinyl Siding);
Window(s) (Sash, Double-hung, Wood, 1/1)

1920, Bungalow/Craftsman, 2.0 Story, Contributing

Chimney (Exterior End, Brick, Common Bond); Door(s}) (Single Leaf,
Metal, Panel w/lights); Foundation (Solid, Brick, Common Bond); Roof
{Gable, Asphait, Shingle); Structural System (Frame, Wood, Aluminum
Siding); Window(s) (Sash, Double-hung, Wood, 1/1)

1923, Bungalow/Craftsman, 1.5 Story, Contributing

Door(s) (Single Leaf, Wood, Panel w/lights); Foundation (Solid, Brick,
Common Bond); Roof {Gable, Slate, Shingle); Structural System (Frame,
Wood, Wood shingles); Window(s) (Sash, Doubile-hung, Wood, 1/1),
Garage

1916, Colonial Revival, 2.5 Story, Contributing

Chimney (Exterior End, Brick, Common Bond); Door(s} (Single Leaf,
Wood Paneled); Foundation (Solid, Brick, Common Bond); Roof (Hipped,
Asphalt, Shingle); Structural System (Frame, Wood, Weatherboard);
Window(s) (Sash, Double-hung, Wood, 7-vertical/1)

1948, Other, 2.0 Story, Non-Contributing

Chimney {Interior, Brick, Common Bond); Door(s) (Single Leaf, Wood,
Paneled); Foundation {Sclid, Brick, Common Bond); Roof (Pyramidal,
Asphalt Shingle); Structural System (Frame, Wood, Asbestos, Shingle);
Window(s) (Sash, Double-hung, Wood, 6/6)

1920, Bungalow/Craftsman, 1.5 Story, Contributing

Chimney (Interior, Concrete); Door(s) (Single Leaf, Wood, French Door);
Foundation (Solid, Brick, Common Bond); Roof (Gable, Asphalt, Shingle);
Structural System (Frame, Wood, asbestos/Wood shingie); Window(s)
Sash, Double-hung, Wood)

1921, Dutch Colonial Revival, 1.5 Stery, Contributing

Chimney {Exterior End, Brick, Common Bond); Door(s} (Single Leaf,
Wood, Panel wilights); Foundation {Solid, Brick, Common Bond); Roof
{Gambrel, Asphalt, Shingle); Structural System (Frame, Wood, Vinyl
Siding); Window(s) (Sash, Double-hung, Wood, 6/1)

1922, Other, 2.0 Story, Contributing

Door(s) (Single Leaf, Wood, Panel w/ights), Foundation {Solid, Brick,
Common Bond); Roof (Gable, Asphalt, Shingle); Structural System
(Frame, Wood, weatherboard/ Wood shingle); Window(s) (Sash, Double-
hung, Wood, 6/1)
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immediately decreed as no longer belonging to the development.'” This act ultimately led to the
demolition of the brick gates.

In an effort to make Colonial Place an exclusive and desirable neighborhood, restrictions devised
by the developers were placed on anyone intending to build in the development. In addition to the
numerous upgrades and restrictions imposed on the properties to insure a “strictly high class”
neighborhood, Colonial Place’s promoters did not put the properties on the market until most of
the improvements were in place. It was required, for instance, that no dwelling could be
constructed on less than two lots. Lot prices themselves started in the $600-range, on the twenty-
five foot wide interior lots, but increased to $800 for thirty-five foot wide corner lots. The 110-
foot square lots along Gosnold Avenue, 220 feet apart, were marketed for $1,000 and those along
Mayflower Avenue with waterfront views, 110 feet apart, sold for $1,200. In addition, the
restrictions included ten-foot setbacks, no liquor, no board fences and no persons of African
descent.

By 1906, much of the infrastructure was in place, including paved streets with granite curbs, as
well as sewers, gas, telephone service and electricity. The president of the Sterling Place
Company, George W. Dillard, led the way in the building process by erecting the first dwelling
for himself at 4105 Newport Avenue. The Turpin Brothers, speculative building contractors,
quickly followed suit with similar dwellings at 418 and 422 Pocahontas Avenue. In addition,
with the numerous waterfront sites, bucolic Colonial Place was touted as having the charm of a
seaside community, with the convenience of city living. It was advertised that every lot carry
with it the entirety of the waterfront privileges, including the convenience of “good fishing,
rowing and sailing.”"® The suburban community was also located in close proximity to city
streetcars, which took fifteen minutes to make the run from downtown Norfolk to Colonial Place.
The streetcar line extended along 35" Street, which ran from downtown to the Jamestown
Exposition on nearby Lambert’s Point. The neighborhood was designed with the idea of an
extension of the line to come directly into Colonial Place, although it was not implemented until
1911. Newport Avenue was platted to accommodate double tracks, with Jamestown Circle
solving the turn-around problems often encountered in other areas.

The City of Norfolk experienced a building boom between 1907 and 1908, just after the













































