


LAFAYETTE RESIDENCE PARK NORFOLK, VA 
Name of Property County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property 
[x] Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
[ ] Public-Local [XI District 284 - - 79 Buildings 
[ ]  Public-State [ ] Site a Sites 
[ ] Public-Federal [ I  S t~c tUre  4 Q Structure 

[ ]  Object 4 4 Objects 
284 - 79 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of c o n z u t i n g  
N/A Resources previously 

listed in the National 
Register 1 

6. Function o r  Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories Current Functions (enter 
from instructions) categories from instructions) 
DOMESTICISingle Dwellings DOMESTICISingle Dwellings 
DOMESTlCiMultiple Dwellings DOMESTIChIultiple Dwellings 
RELIGION/Religious Facility RELIGION/Religious Facility 
EDUCATIONlSchool EDUCATIONlSchool 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 
MID-19TH CENTURYIGothic Revival 
LATE VICTORIANIQueen Anne 
LATE VICTORIANIShingle Style 
LATE 19th & 20a CENTURY REVIVALSIColonial Revival 
LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALSlClassical Revival 
LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALStTudor Revival 
LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival 
LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Craftsman 
MODERN MOVEMENTIModeme 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Narrative Description 
Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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Name of Property County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Ma* x in one w mwr box" f a  the witmi, (Entw WC&U han inrmrnim) 
qualifying the pmpny far Nationill Regirtcr listing.) 

[ X ] A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our vast. - 

Period of Significance 
[ X ] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 1902-1948 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. Significant Dates 

[ 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Myk x in dl the born thsrapply.) 

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or 
used for religious purposes. 

[ ] B removed from its original location. 

[ ] C a birthplace or grave. 

Significant Person 
(Complne ifCritaio. B is marked abcve.) 

NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 
NIA 

[ ] D a cemetery. 

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. ArchitectlSuilder 
Benjamin F. Mitchell 

[ ] F a commemorative property. Vance Hebard 
C.F. Petree 

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved Philip B. Moser 
significance within the past 50 years. William T. Zepp 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explan the r i ~ i f i u n c c  ofthe propmy on one a m m  sonnnuatian shear.) 

D(] See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Bibliographic References 
I 1 See continuation sheet . . 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[ ] preliminary determination of 

individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
[ ] previously listed in the NR 
[ ] previously determined eligible 
by the National Register 
[ ] designated a National Historic 
Landmark 
I 1 recorded by Historic American 
B;ildings survey # 
I 1 recorded bv Historic American 

Primary location of add. data: 
[ X ] State SHPO office 
[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal agency 
[ X ] Local government 

[ ] University 
[ ] Other 

Specify repository: 

. . 
Engineering Record # 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 1 12 acres 

UTM References 
1 11 18 / /3/8/6/5/2/0/ /4/0/8/1/5/2/8/ 

Zone Easting Northing 
3 / 1 18 / /3/8/6/9/8/8/ /4/0/8/2/0/0/0/ 

Zone Easting Northing 

2 11 18 / /3/8/6/7/4/5/ /4/0/8/1/9/6/5/ 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 /I - 18 / /3/8/7/2/0/2/ /4/018/20/4/5/ 
Zone Easting Northing 

v] See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

rX] See continuation sheet 
Boundary Justification 

M See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Nameltitle Laura V. Trieschmann and Kathryn A. Gettings, Architectural Historians 
Organization Traceries Date September 1998 
Street & Number 5420 Western Avenue Telephone (301) 656-5283 
City or Town Chevy Chase State Maryland Zip code 208 15 
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Name of Property County and State 

Additional Documentation 
Submu the followmg !tuns w ~ h  the completed fm: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Cheek wlh the S H W  a FW fn iny additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this ilcm at lhc request of the S H W  or FW.) 

name See attached list of property owners 
street & number telephone 
city or town state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is k i n g  collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate propertics for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordanes with the National Historic Prcscrvation Act as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 er scq.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for 
reviewing insmctions, gathering and maintaining data. and completing and reviewin$ the form. Direct cornmenu regarding this burden estimate 
or any aspect ofthis form to the Chief, Adminismtive Services Division. National Park Servies, P.O. Box 37127. Washington. DC 20013-7127; 
and the Ofice of the Management and Budget. Papcmork Rcductionr PmjccU (10246018). Washington, DC 20503. 
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General Architectural Characteristics 

Developed during the first quarter of the twentieth century, Lafayette Residence Park emerged as 
a suburban community north of the growing downtown area of Norfolk. Catering to upper class 
patrons, the neighborhood developed with grand single-family dwellings, exhibiting revival and 
American movement-era styles and forms. The tract was landscaped with numerous parks and 
an intricate system of curvilinear roads complimented the expansive housing lots. Hindered by 
the lack of service amenities and few residents desiring to live outside of the city center, 
Lafayette's initial progress was slowed to constitute roughly eleven dwellings in the years 1902- 
1908. Construction was accelerated, however, as the First World War generated housing needs, 
and the Lafayette Development Company altered their original plat in 1908 to allow for smaller 
housing lots. This created a second phase of development, spurred by the influx of middle-class 
professional residents. 

Today, Lafayette Residence Park is defined by a variety of architectural styles and building types 
ranging from early twentieth century high-style architecture to mid-twentieth century dwellings 
and apartment buildings exhibiting vernacular interpretations of the elaborate styles erected 
decades earlier. The area making up the Lafayette Residence Park neighborhood consists of 
approximately 284 historic properties, the majority of which are domestic resources. 

Lafayette Residence Park (1902-19091 

Prior to the turn of the twentieth century, the far northern region of the city of Norfolk was 
characterized by their distinctly rural and marshy nature. Early building surveys and maps of the 
city show the area north of the Lafayette River sparsely developed, with random improvements 
located within large, open tracts of farmland. During the latter decades of the nineteenth century, 
when the city began to grow northward, the few farmhouses were demolished, the land tracts 
surveyed, and suburban plats created. Conceived as a high-class residential suburb, Lafayette 
Residence Park was sited farther north than the suburban neighborhoods of the late nineteenth 
and very early twentieth centuries. Research has shown that the property platted in 1902 as 
Lafayette contained only a single farmhouse and various associated outbuildings. Once 
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development began, however, the resources were razed in favor of grander, more fashionable 
single-family suburban dwellings. 

The new subdivision, platted in September 1902, was composed of intersecting curvilinear 
streets that took advantage of the irregular shoreline of the Lafayette River. The design was 
described as "French" in method, utilizing curved and gently winding streets. The curvilinear 
avenues created opportunities for small parks where their awkward intersections resulted in 
spaces that proved inappropriate for housing lots. The developers made a point of retaining the 
existing trees, in order to "relieve the monotony" of the flat landscape, and preserve the natural 
beauty of the surroundings.' The focal point of the neighborhood was the ellipse formed by 
Orleans and Dupont circles on the southern end of the neighborhood. Bisected by the streetcar 
line that ran along what would become Lafayette Boulevard, the neighborhood was improved by 
tree-lined streets, sidewalks, and several pockets of parks. Two stone entrance gates were shown 
at either end of Lafayette Boulevard at the 26Ih Street Bridge and at Cottage Toll Road (the gates 
are no longer extant). Construction was focussed on the western side of Lafayette Boulevard, 
especially along the pricier waterfront lots. 

While Lafayette Residence Park appeared on 1906 city maps as fully laid out with a complete set 
of streets, an Anny Corps of Engineers survey conducted in 1907 indicates that only a fraction of 
the planned streets had actually been laid, and only eight houses had been erected by that time.' 
To aid in the progress of development, the Lafayette Residence Park Company filed a revised 
plat for the suburb of Lafayette Residence Park in 1908.' In an effort to attract a larger clientele, 
the company created a greater number of smaller residential lots through the division of larger 
tracts. The most dramatic change occurred in the lots east of Lafayette Boulevard and north of 
Dupont Circle. In this area, the company reduced lot sizes from between sixty and 120 feet in 
width to between twenty-three and th iq  feet. Corresponding with this narrowing of the lots, a 
clause was added to the deed covenants requiring that a single residence occupy a minimum of 
two lots in the area east ofLafayette Boulevard." Other alterations include the addition of Royale 

1 "Beautiful Lafayene Residence Park," Special Feature, Virginian-Pilot. June 9, 1912. 
2 U.S. A m y  Corps of Engineers, Vicinity ofNorfolk, Virginia, 1907. 
3 Norfolk County Map Book 6,  pp. 26-27 (Housed at Chesapeake Court House, Great Bridge, Virginia). 
4 Norfolk County Deed Book 508, Folio 283-285 (January 13, 1922), (Housed at Chesapeake Court House, Great 
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Park and Terrace at the center of Orleans Circle and the addition of Luxembourg Gardens 
between Venailles Avenue and Avenue De Grasse. Additional streets laid during this period 
included Vendome Temce and Place, St. Louis, Moultrie, Bourbon, and Bellevue avenues, 
Maury Crescent, and Norman Arch. 

Between 1902 and 1908, ten dwellings and one school building were erected in Lafayette 
Residence Park. Of those, five exhibited the Queen Anne style of architecture, while the 
remaining six illustrated the detailing of the Colonial Revival style. Despite being constructed in 
the early part of the twentieth century, the buildings displayed the high-style ornamentation and 
structural form fashionable in the latter part of the nineteenth century. The majority of the 
houses were constructed on brick foundations with wood flame structural systems clad with 
shingles or weatherboard. The roofs, presently sheathed in a variety of materials, historically 
consisted of numerous, intricate pitches that spurred from the main hip or gable. The forms of 
the dwellings were typically accentuated by comer towers, porches, and bay windows, 
overwhelmed by scrolled brackets, balustrades, and patterned shingles. 

Excellent examples of the early architectural styles and form are reflected in the dwellings at 107 
Dupont Circle (122-0826-0227), 140 Orleans Circle (122-0826-0035), and 3123 Avenue 
Luxembourg (122-0826-0075). The two-and-a-half-story wood frame building at 107 Dupont 
Circle was constructed in 1906 with Colonial Revival style detailing. Measuring five bays wide, 
the dwelling is finished with a one-story wrap-around porch, dominate hipped roof with dormers, 
and balustraded widow's walk. 

The dwelling 140 Orleans Circle illustrates a common building form constructed numerous times 
throughout the neighborhood during the first two decades of the twentieth century. Queen Anne 
in form and detailing, the two-and-a-half-story building is constructed of wood frame with a one- 
story wrap-around porch. The main block is augmented by canted bays on the fagade and side 
elevations, thus presenting the intricate pitches of hipped and gable roofs. This domestic 
building form appears to be prevalent in the Tidewater region of Virginia, particularly along port 
communities, which transported building materials, plans, and applied ornamentation by boat 
from Baltimore, Maryland. 

Bridge. Virginia). 
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As documented by historic maps, the dwelling commonly known as Talley at 3123 Avenue 
Luxembourg was constructed between 1902 and 1906, as documented by historic maps.' 
Resewed in scale, the wood frame building is one and a half stories in height. The expansive 
interior and the wrap-around porch are housed beneath a massive hipped roof, pierced by 
projecting pediments, dormers, and sleeping porches. The ornamentation of the dwelling plays 
homage to both the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles of architecture with the multi-paned 
upper sashes, corbelled chimney caps, Tuscan columns, and exposed rafter ends that are detailed 
to appear as brackets. 

With the exception of the Lafayene Grammar School, the dwelling at 3123 Saint Louis Avenue 
(122-0826-0102) is the oldest masonry building in the neighborhood. Constructed between 1908 
and 1910, the two-story building is built of bricks laid in seven-course American bond. 
Interestingly, the building has an urban form, measuring three bays wide and four bays deep. The 
expansive hipped roof and front porch augment the narrow form. 

The only non-residential building erected in the community during this period, the Lafayene 
Grammar School at 31 15 Tidewater Drive (122-0826-0279) was constructed in circa 1905 as one 
of the major architectural focal points for the newly platted neighborhood. The high-style 
Colonial Revival building, designed by Norfolk architect Vance Hebard, stands two stories in 
height covered by a weighty hipped roof edged with modillions. Constructed of brick laid in 
five-course American bond, the school is six bays wide and features an imposing central entry 
framed by a pedimented portico. The finely detailed windows are influenced by the 
contemporary Queen Anne style with multi-pane upper sashes, semi-circular arches, and molded 
lintels. Eventually renovated to serve as residential housing, the school building was expanded 
in 1915 to accommodate the growing population settling in Lafayette Residence Park. 

Subsequent Development in Lafayette Residence Park (1910-1930) 

Construction in Lafayette Residence Park picked up in the second decade of the twentieth 
century. Between 19 10 and 19 15, sixty-six buildings were erected compared to a total of eleven 

5 The property is often erroneously provided with a late nineteenth century date of construction. The name Talley 
has also been given to the dwelling at 31 1 1  Avenue Luxembourg (122-0826-0074). 
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constmcted during the first years of development between 1902 and 1908. The pace of 
development in Lafayette was greatly effected by the influx of workers to the port community on 
the eve of the First World War; consequently, thirty-four houses went up during the years leading 
up to America's entry into the war in Europe. With the creation of smaller lots available to 
middle-class residents, modest dwellings were being erected throughout Lafayette. Respecting 
the architectural heritage of the planned community, the Colonial Revival style was very 
prominent during the years between 1910 and 1917. Yet, by the time residential development 
began to take off around 1915, house sizes and stylistic features had begun to change with the 
construction of a significant numbers of smaller, less omamented houses in the neighborhood. In 
fact, between 1918 and 1922, the largest number of dwellings to be erected during any five-year 
period occurred with the construction of ninety-three modest single-family dwellings, five 
multiple-family dwellings, and two churches. 

The intricate form and detailing of the bungalow was first introduced to Lafayette in 1910, 
having its greatest advent in 1922. During this later period, the one- to one-and-a-half story 
bungalow, 'which earlier had mimicked the architectural ornament of the late Victorian period, 
began to display the fashionable Craftsman style. Less than half of the ninety-eight dwellings, 
both single- and multiple-family, erected between 1918 and 1922 were styled in the traditional 
element associated with the Colonial Revival, although they were more sparsely omamented. 
Scattered illustrations of the Dutch Colonial and Shingle styles also filled the smaller lots 
between the more imposing Colonial Revival and Queen Anne style residences erected prior to 
this period. Several twin dwellings and apartment buildings were erected in Lafayette during the 
1920s as housing needs increased. Smaller in scale than traditionally seen, these buildings were 
designed to iaegrate with the surrounding single-family residences and architecturally 
conformed to the stylistic trends of the p e r i ~ d . ~  

Examples of buildings erected during this subsequent phase of development include 1708 Saint 
Dennis Avenue (122-0826-0284), 13 19 Lafayette Boulevard (122-0826-0123), 162 1 Bellevue 
Avenue (122-0826-03 lo), and 1820 LaSalle Avenue (1 22-0826-0192). 

Sanborn Map Company, Sanborn Insurance Map:  Norfolk. Virginia (Sanborn Map Company, 1928), Val. 3, Plate 
387. 
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The modest dwelling at 1708 Saint D e ~ i s  Avenue was constructed in the period between 1910 
and 1920. Illustrating the fashionable architectural trends of the day, the one-and-a-half-story 
building is detailed in the Craftsman style. The residence is larger in scale than traditionally seen 
with the bungalow form, yet, the wrap-around porch, bay windows, shed dormers, and exposed 
rafter ends at the base of the hipped roof all lend themselves to that form. Stylistically, the 
Palladian window in the second story of the projecting bay appears out of place, attempting to 
conform with the surrounding Colonial Revival style dwellings. 

The two-and-a-half-story wood frame dwelling at 1319 Lafayette Boulevard, also erected 
between 1910 and 1920, reflects the twentieth century interpretation of the Colonial Revival. 
Larger in form than its contemporaries, the building is four bays width with a full-wide front 
porch. The reserved architectural detailing is illustrated in the Tuscan supports, turned 
balustrade, and massive dormer with three window openings. 

Following the form traditionally associated with the bungalow is the dwelling at 1621 Bellevue 
Avenue, erected in 1927. The building has the classic features, including the front porch 
supported by tapered Tuscan columns, paired window openings, overhanging eaves with 
brackets, and a jerkin-head hipped roof. 

An excellent example of the multiple-family housing constructed in Lafayette in the 1920s is the 
building at 1820 LaSalle Avenue, built in 1928. The form, common throughout the 
neighborhood, is square with slightly projecting bays capped with enclosed pediments. The 
faqade is clearly marked by the two-story porches flanking the main entry opening. The porches 
provide the sty!istic influences with tapered Tuscan columns on brick piers, square balusters, and 
enclosed pediments. The main entry is covered by a massive overhanging pediment that mimics 
the enclosed pediments on the porches. 

The stability of the community by the 1920s was further evidenced by the construction of two 
churches. the Church of the Epiphany (122-0826-0019) in 1920 and the First United Methodist 
Church (122-0826-0069) in 1922. The construction of two church buildings presented the 
Lafayette neighborhood with architectural styles not previously displayed. The Church of the 
Epiphany was Moderne by design, having been conceived by Norfolk architect Benjamin F. 
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Mitchell. The Flemish bond brick Methodist Church in contrast drew from the nineteenth 
century Gothic Revival, an architectural style more commonly utilized in church design. 

Although Lafayette Residence Park was well settled by 1926, only a few of the existing streets 
had been paved. These included Lafayette Boulevard, Norway Place, portions of St. Denis 
Avenue, Lorraine and Racine streets, and Tidewater Drive. At this time, the Ocean View Main 
Line and the Fairmont Park Line operated on the streetcar tracks running through the community 
along Lafayette ~oulevard.' By 1928, however, Lafayette Residence Park was ninety to ninety- 
five percent improved and the planned roadways laid. 

Development After 1930 

After 1930, Lafayette Residence Park experienced a lull in residential construction with just 
twenty-seven dwellings erected prior to 1947. The fashion of architectural styles during this 
period introduced, although minimally, the Tudor Revival and MissiodSpanish Colonial 
Revival. Of the twenty-three single-family dwellings and four multiple-family dwellings 
constructed, the majority had been designed in the Colonial Revival or BungalowJCraftsman 
styles. 

Examples include the dwellings at 1301 Lafayette Boulevard (122-0826-01 19), 1800 St. Dennis 
Avenue (122-0826-0287), 1745 LaSalle Avenue (122-0826-0185), and 3126 Racine Avenue 
(122-0826-0362). Each of these dwellings, constructed between 1930 and 1947, are 
predominately stripped of applied stylistic detailing. The buildings at 1800 St. Dennis Avenue 
and 1745 LaSalle Avenue are bungalows in form, yet lack the common ornament. The two-story 
brick dwelling at 1301 Lafayette Boulevard and the one-and-a-half-story wood frame dwelling at 
3 126 Racine Avenue are vernacular interpretations of the Colonial Revival style. 

The seventy-seven residential buildings constructed in Lafayette Residence Park after 1948 were 
built on the unimproved lots laid out in the revised plat of 1908. Consequently, there was no 

' Wagner Company, Wagner's Complete Map of Norfolk. Portsmouth and Environs, Cincinnati, OH: The A.C. 
Wagner Company, ca.1926. 
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subdivision of existing lots, and the scenic vistas with pockets of landscaped parks remained 
consistent with the original design intentions of the land developer. Similarly, the neighborhood 
had not been flawed by the introduction of commercial or industrial properties despite the 
subsequent development of Lafayette Boulevard. Architecturally, the post-1948 buildings were 
stylistically sensitive to their neighbors, typically drawing from the Colonial Revival style. 

The historic sense of community, gleaned both from the residents and the architecture, was 
threatened by economic decline and the encroachment of the Norfolk City limits. Widespread 
alterations occurred on the interior of many of the dwellings with a subdivision of single-family 
homes into apartment housing. Nevertheless, many of the area's architectural landmarks 
survived intact on the exterior and despite deterioration continue to characterize the physical 
nature of the area. Today, renewed interest in the community has spurred renovation and 
rehabilitation of the extant buildings, often resulting in the restoration of the single-family 
dwelling and a historic sense of community. 
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Address 
1508 Avenue De Grasse 

15 10 Avenue De Grasse 

15 1 1 Avenue De Grasse 

15 14 Avenue De Grasse 

15 17 Avenue De Grasse 

15 18 Avenue De Grasse 

1521 Avenue De Grasse 

1522 Avenue De Grasse 

1525 Avenue De Grasse 

1526 Avenue De Grasse 

1529 Avenue De Grasse 

1530 Avenue De Grasse 

153 1 Avenue De Grasse 

1534 Avenue De Grasse 

1535 Avenue De Grasse 

1540 Avenue De Grasse 

Date Architectural Descri~tion 
1940 2.0 story Colonial Revival style 

gable roof, wood frame dwelling 
1910 1.5 story Colonial Revival style 

gambrel roof, aluminum sided frame dwelling 
1922 2.5 story Colonial Revival style 

gable roof, asbestos sided frame dwelling 
195 1 1.5 story Colonial Revival style 

gable roof, wood frame dwelling 
1910 1.5 story Colonial Revival style 

gable roof, asbestos sided frame dwelling 
1922 1.5 story Bungalow/Crafisman style 

gable roof, vinyl sided frame dwelling 
1922 2.5 story Colonial Revival style 

hipped roof, vinyl sided frame dwelling 
1921 1.5 story Bungalow/Craflsman style 

gable roof, stucco sided frame dwelling 
1923 2.5 story BungalowICrafisman style 

hipped roof, vinyl sided frame dwelling 
1917 1 .S story BungalowICraftsman style 

gable roof, wood frame dwelling 
1917 2.5 story BungalowICrafisman style 

hipped roof, plastic sided frame dwelling 
1910 2.0 story BungalowICrafisman style 

gambrei roof, vinyl sided frame dwelling 
1917 1.5 story Queen Anne style 

gable roof, asbestos sided frame dwelling 
1913 2.0 story Colonial Revival style 

hipped roof, vinyl sided frame dwelling 
1910-20 2.5 story Queen Anne style 

hipped roof, wood frame dwelling 
1954 1.5 story Colonial Revival style 

gable roof, wood frame dwelling 

Status 
Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Non-Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Contributing 

Non-Contributing 






















































































































