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1. Name of Property
Historic name: NORTH GHENT VDHR File Number 122-0827
Other names/site number: ‘

2. Location
Street & Number: Bounded by Princess Anne Road, Olney Road. Colonial Avenue, and Colley Avenue
[ 1Not for Publication
City or town:_Norfolk [ 1 Vicinity
State: Virginia Code: VA County: Norfolk Code: 710 Zip Code: 23507

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designaled authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. | hereby certify that this [X] nomination { ] request for determination of eligibility meets the
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In
my opinion. the property (X} meets [ ] does not meet the Nationai Register criteria. [ recommend that this property be considered significant | ) nationatly { ] starewide [ ] locally. ([
1 See continuation sheet for additional comments.
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Signature of certifying official/Title ; Date

Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and burean

In my opinion, the property [ 1 meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria, ([ ] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[ ] entered in the National Register.

( ) see continuation sheet
[ 1 determined eligible for the National Register

( ) see continuation sheet
[ ] determaned not eligible for the National Register
[ ] removed from the National Register
[ 1 other, (explain:)




NORTH GHENT NORFOLK, VA

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property
[X] Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[] Public-Local [X] District 321 57  Buildings
[ 1 Public-State [] Site 0 0 Sites
[ 1 Public-Federal [ 1 Structure 0. 0 Structure
[ ] Object 0 0 Objects
321 57 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing
N/A Resources previously
listed in the National
Register __ 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions ienter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/Single Dwellings DOMESTIC/Single Dwellings
DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwellings DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwellings
RELIGION/Religious Facility RELIGION/Religious Facility
COMMERCE/TRADE/Business COMMERCE/TRADE/Business
COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store
COMMERCE/TRADE/Restaurant COMMERCE/TRADE/Restaurant
SOCIAL /Meeting Hall SOCIAL /Meeting Hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification (enter categories from instructions)
MID-19" CENTUR Y/Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN/Queen Anne
LATE VICTORIAN/Shingle Style
LATE VICTORIAN/ Italianate
LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival
[X] See continuation sheet

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation: Brick/Concrete/Stone

walls: Brick/Wood: Weatherboard; Synthetics: Asbestos/Vinyl; Concrete; Metal: Aluminum
roof:___Asphalt; Stone: Slate: Asbestos: Metal

other:

Narrative Description
Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets

[X] See continuation sheet
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

County and State

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark x in one or more boxes for the criteria
qualifying the propenty for National Register listing.)

[ X ] A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

{ 1B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

[ X ] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

[ ]D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark x in all the boxes that apply.)

[ 1A owned by a religious institution or

used for religious purposes.

[ 1B removed from its original location.

[ ]C abirthplace or grave.

[ 1D acemetery.

[ ]E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ 1F a commemorative property.

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved
significance within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more coptinuation sheets.)

[X] See continuation sheet

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
COMMUNITY PLANNING
& DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance
1897-1929

Significant Dates
1897
1899
1900

Significant Person
(Compete if Criterion B is marked above )

N/A

Cultural AfTiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

John R. Graham

John Kevan Peebles

Finlay Forbes Ferguson
Ferguson, Calrow and Taylor
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9. Major Bibliographic References

[ X1 See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preliminary determination of
individual listing {36 CFR 67)

[ 1 previously listed in the NR

[ ] previously determined eligible

Primary location of add. data:
[ X ] State SHPO office

[ ] Other State agency

[ ] Federal agency

by the National Register [ X ] Local government

[ ] designated a National Historic [ ] University

Landmark [ ]Other

[ ] recorded by Historic American Specify repository:

Buildings Survey #

[ ] recorded by Historic American

Engineering Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 80 acres

UTM References: Norfolk South Quadrangle, Virginia
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[ X ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

[ X ] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
[ X ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

Name/title Lavra V. Trieschmann and Christopher V. Novelli, Architectural Historians

Organization_E.H.T. Traceries Inc. Date

March 1999, revised April 19, 2001

Street & Number 5420 Western Avenue Telephone (301) 656-5283

City or Town_ Chevy Chase State Maryland

Zip code_ 20815
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Name of Property County and State

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any additional items}

Property Owner

{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPOQ.)

name See attached list of property owners

street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to
norninate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 er seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Adminisirative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC
20013-7127; and the Office of the Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503,
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7. Description
Architectural Classification (enter categories from instructions}

Continued:

LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Classical Revival
LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Tudor Revival
LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Late Gothic Revival
LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/French Renaissance
LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Italian Renaissance

LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS/Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival

LATE 19" & 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Craftsman

LATE 19" & 20" CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Cominercial Style
MODERN MOVEMENT

General Architectural Characteristics

North Ghent was developed primarily between 1897 and 1912 as a northward extension of
Ghent, Norfolk’s first planned residential community, located west of downtown Norfolk.
Historically considered a continuation of Ghent, North Ghent was not until the late twentieth
century that North Ghent was conceived as a separate neighborhood and designated thus. Located
immediately to the south, Ghent was platted in 1891, and included Colonial Avenue, which
extended north into what is now North Ghent. Envisioned as a grand residential boulevard
catering to upper-class patrons, Colonial Avenue began to be developed in the 1890s, and
represents the first phase of development in what became North Ghent. Colonial Avenue was
soon lined with grand single-family dwellings, exhibiting a variety of revival and American
movement-era styles and building forms. In 1897, Ghent was expanded to the north and west,
and the streets and lots that comprise the rest of North Ghent were platted. The development of
this second phase began in 1899, and was characterized primarily by smaller single-family
houses and apartment buildings. More modest in scale and embellishment than Ghent, these
residences were designed to appeal to Norfolk’s middle classes.
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Today, North Ghent is defined by a variety of architectural styles and building types ranging from
early twentieth century high-style architecture to mid- and late-twentieth century dwellings and
apartment buildings exhibiting vernacular interpretations of the elaborate styles erected decades
earlier. The eighty acres of the North Ghent neighborhood contains 378 properties, the majority
of which are domestic resources. Of the resources within the historic district, 321 contribute to
the significance, while only 57 are non-contributing.

The Ghent Area Prior to Suburban Development

Before the turn of the twentieth century, the outlying regions surrounding the city of Norfolk
were characterized by their distinctly rural and marshy nature. Early building surveys and maps
of the city show the areas north and west as sparsely developed, with random improvements
located within large, open tracts of farmland. During the latter decades of the nineteenth century
as Norfolk began to grow, the few farmhouses were demolished, the land tracts surveyed, and
suburban plats created. According to an 1889 map, the property platted in 1891 as Ghent
contained only a single farmhouse and various associated outbuildings. Once development
began, however, the resources were razed in favor of grander, more fashionable single-family
suburban dwellings.

Ghent and North Ghent (1890-1900)

The Norfolk Company, chartered in 1890, was responsible for the developed of Ghent.
Conceived as a high-class residential suburb, the new subdivision of Ghent was long and narrow,
comprising a single broad boulevard running its entire length with one block on either side. This
prominent thoroughfare was christened Colonial Avenue, and was intersected at regular intervals
by cross streets. At the southern end of the development was a crescent-shaped piece of land that
extended out into Smith Creek. Articulated by concentric semi-circular streets, this crescent was
subdivided into narrow lots that radiated spoke-like out from a park in the center known as
Beechwood Place. A two-block area extending west along Olney Road was also platted. Early
construction in Ghent focused primarily along Colonial Avenue and the waterfront lots along
Mowbray Arch.
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In 1897, the boundaries of Ghent were extended north and west to include the rest of the area that
is now North Ghent; development in this area began in 1899. As mentioned earlier, Colonial
Avenue, which runs through North Ghent, had been undergoing development since 1891. North
Ghent’s focal point, Stockley Gardens, was a three-block-long landscaped corridor one block
west of Colonial Avenue. Created from the filling of Colley Creek in 1900, the gardens spurred
growth in North Ghent and attracted institutional as well as residential development around its
perimeter. Visually, Stockley Gardens was a continuation on land of the corridor of water known
as The Hague, which extended inland from Smith Creek as far north as Olney Road.

Development in North Ghent (1892-1900)

The Norfolk Company began selling lots in North Ghent in the summer of 1892, Between 1892
and 1900, construction in the area was purely residential, and located almost exclusively along
Colonial Avenue and the north side of Olney Road. By 1900, thirty-two dwellings had been
erected on these two streets, as opposed to the five dwellings built on nearby cross streets.
Characterized by stylistic diversity, this development consisted of single-family houses,
rowhouses, and one duplex or twin dwelling. The largest and most elaborate houses were erected
on Colonial Avenue, displaying the high-style ornamentation and structural forms that were
tashionable in the latter part of the nineteenth century. While most of these were designed in the
Colonial Revival and Queen Anne styles, there were also examples of the French Renaissance
and Romanesque Revival styles. Many of these houses featured creative combinations of Queen
Anne and Colonial Revival building forms. Built on brick foundations, the majority featured
masonry structural systems of brick, and roofs with numerous, intricate pitches that spurred from
a main hip or gable. The forms of the dwellings were typically accentuated by corner towers,
porches, and bay windows, embellished with decorative brick patterning, balustrades, and
dentiled comnices.

Houses that best exemplify the early architectural styles and forms in North Ghent are located at
701 Colonial Avenue, 801 Colonial Avenue, and 713 Colonial Avenue. The two-and-a-haif-
story brick dwelling at 701 Colonial Avenue was constructed between 1892 and 1898 with
Colonial Revival detailing. Two bays wide, the house features a one-story wrap-around porch
with Ionic columns, two large second-floor Palladian windows with omamental leading, a
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dentiled cornice, and a hipped roof pierced by scrolled dormers with broken pediments.

The two-and-a-half-story brick rowhouse at 801 Colonial Avenue illustrates the rich stylistic
diversity found among the houses on Colonial Avenue. Two bays wide, it was designed in the
French Renaissance style between 1892 and 1898. Located on a narrow corner lot, the main
block is augmented by a round corner tower with a conical roof. Of particular interest are the
bands of decorative chevron-patterned brickwork near the top of the tower. Gable-end parapets,
a hipped-roof dormer with flaring eaves and a multi-faceted chimney with decorative corbeling
accentuate the steeply pitched side-gable roof.

As documented by historic maps, the dwelling at 713 Colonial Avenue was constructed between
1898 and 1900. Also built on a narrow lot, the ornamentation on this two-and-a-half-story brick
rowhouse pays homage to both the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles. The plane of the
fagade is projected forward by a two-story polygonal bay, and is extended even further by a one-
story porch with paired Tuscan columns and a spindle balustrade. A massive gable roof dormer
featuring a Palladian window composed of four smaller windows with multi-paned upper sashes
dominates the side gambrel roof. The dormer’s projecting pediment, with its modillioned
cornice, gives the entire building a commanding presence.

North Ghent (1900-1928)

Even though lots on Colonial Avenue had been for sale since 1892 and the rest of North Ghent
was officially opened for development in 1899, relatively few houses had actually been built
north of Olney Road by 1900. However, between 1900 and 1910 there was a tremendous
building boom in North Ghent. The blocks along Colonial Avenue between Olney Road and
East Raleigh Avenue, which had been nearly empty in 1900, were filled with houses. This
growth also spread along the blocks between Stockley Gardens and Colley Avenue between
Olney Road and East Redgate Avenue. By 1910, most of the development was south of East
Graydon Avenue.
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Development in the early twentieth century continued trends that had been established during the
late nineteenth century. Colonial Avenue remained a street of fashion and prestige, and new
dwellings continued to be constructed featuring new and picturesque combinations of Queen
Anne and Colonial Revival forms. Two of the most outstanding examples of domestic design on
Colonial Avenue from this period are the two-and-a-half-story brick dwellings at 717 and 901
Colonial Avenue. Built between 1900 and 1910, they are three-bays wide, and feature hipped
roofs and the traditional Queen Anne and Colonial Revival elements. The house at 717 Colonial
Avenue exhibits a round comer tower with a conical roof on the left side of the facade balancing
the projecting front-gabled bay on the right side. The one-story/two-bay wide porch features
classical and colonial influences with its clustered Ionic columns and spindle balustrade. The
complex roofline is further embellished by ball finials, and a hipped-roof dormer with a
denticulated cornice, complimenting the classical detailing on the porch. In contrast, the house at
901 Colonial Avenue has more massive proportions. The corner tower is much wider, featuring
windows with keystoned arches, stone stringcourses, and a bell-cast roof. The one-bay-wide
brick porch is distinguished by a round-arched entrance supported by stone Tuscan columns.

The Jamestown Exposition in 1907 had a decisive influence on residential building in North
Ghent, spurring the construction of numerous red brick Colonial Revival style apartment houses
during the early decades of the century. Representatives of these are the Colonial Apartments, on
the 800 block of Colonial Avenue. Buiit between 1900 and 1910, the four-story apartment house
was five bays wide, and featured the same architectural vocabulary that characterized previous
development on Colonial Avenue. The denticulated cornice, quoining, keystoned window
arches, and one-bay Tuscan entrance portico contributed to the Georgian Revival flavor of the
streetscape.

The construction boom that began in 1900 continued, until North Ghent had been almost
completely developed by 1928. Most, but not all, of the residential design during this period
tended to be smaller in scale than the earlier construction on Colonial Avenue, and consisted of
large single-family houses and rowhouses built for middle- and upper-middle-class residents — all
erected closely together on narrow lots. While many of the single-family houses rivaled their
Colonial Avenue counterparts in scale, the rowhouses generally compensated for their smaller
proportions with profusion of ormament. Both timber-frame and masonry construction was
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emploved, and regardless of scale, these residences exhibited a rich diversity of forms, materials,
and stylistic references. While the Colonial Revival continued to be the underlying stylistic
theme of the community, the Shingle style, the Tudor Revival, the English Cottage Vernacular,
and the Craftsman style complimented it. The Queen Anne style lingered into the second decade
of the twentieth century — not so much as the specific idiom of any single house, but more as
individual forms and components that were integrated with materials and features characteristic
of other styles: the projecting three-sided bay, wrap-around porch, and multi-paned upper sash
made repeated appearances in single-family houses and rowhouses that were otherwise Colonial
Revival, Shingle style, or Tudor Revival in inspiration. The American foursquare also became
an extremely popular house type in the area, and was embellished with Colonial Revival,
Shingle-style, and Craftsman-style detailing. While a large number of residences in North Ghent
feature individual Craftsman, or proto-Craftsman features, these are often integrated with
features of older and more firmly established styles. Aimed at the upper middle classes, the
community of North Ghent contains very few bungalows or mature expressions of the Craftsman
style.

The following houses best represent the architectural fashions and character of North Ghent west
of Colonial Avenue between 1900 and 1928. Those that best represent the Colonial Revival
include 724 Westover Avenue, 526 Westover Avenue, and 522 Redgate Avenue. All of these are
single-family dwellings with brick foundations and structural systems.

Built between 1900 and 1910, the two-story rowhouse at 724 Westover Avenue features the two-
bay facade typical of Queen Anne-inspired rowhouses: a two-story/three-sided projecting bay on
the left side, and the entrance on the right. Colonial Revival features include quoining, a fanlight
transom and sidelights at the main entrance, a denticulated cornice, a Palladian window above
the main entrance, and stone lintels with large keystones and beveled ends. The shadow of a
one-story pedimented portico still remains on the fagade.

The modest two-and-a-half-story house at 526 Westover Avenue is three bays wide and has a
front-gable roof. The main block of the building, modest in its own proportions, i$ augmented
considerably by a wrap-around porch with fluted columns, a spindle balustrade, and a dentiled
cornice. Other Colonial Revival features include a fanlight transom, brick quoins, a dentiled
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cornice on the facade, and flat keystoned arches above the windows. Built between 1900 and
1910, the Georgian Revival details and porch distinguish what would otherwise be a vernacular
house.

More massive in scale, the two-story/three-bay wide residence at 522 Redgate Avenue was built
between 1910 and 1928. Two projecting two-story/three-sided bays flank the Palladian window
above the central entrance, and the one-story/full-width front porch and the front-gabled roof
unify the entire fagade. The lunette window in the front gable echoes the shape of the fanlight
above the door. Since the house is so wide, the relatively shallow roof pitch keeps the facade at a
scale consistent with the neighboring houses.

Representatives of the Shingle style are the single-family residences at 609 Boissevain Avenue,
536 Redgate Avenue, and 635 Princess Anne Road. All three of these houses feature brick first
stories and wood frame second stories with wood-shingle cladding. Built between 1900 and
1910, the house at 609 Boissevain Avenue is two-and-a-half stories tall. The fagade integrates a
Queen-Anne two-story/three-sided bay on the left side with a one-story/one-bay wide Colonial-
Revival portico that features paired Ionic columns and a pediment on the right. Though the
facade is only two bays wide, it has extremely broad proportions, and is unified by the large
front-gable of the roof. Framed by a cornice, the front gable features a Palladian window with
multi-paned upper sashes.

Also built between 1900 and 1910, the two-and-a-half-story house at 536 Redgate Avenue is
situated on a corner lot overlooking Stockley Gardens. Though it equals and surpasses many of
the dwellings on Colonial Avenue in scale, the dwelling is noticeably lacking in ornament. This
lack of embeilishment, together with the unique cross-gambrel roof, recessed front porch, and
unusual double-curved window lintels suggest that this was an architect-designed house. The
faces of the gambrels and gables are clad with wood shingles. A single round-arched window at
the apex of the front gambrel recalls the Queen Anne style, while the casement windows on the
first floor of the fagade recall the Tudor Revival style. While the stylistic diversity of the features
typifies the eclecticism of the nineteenth century, the sparing and self-conscious use of ornament
anticipates the stylistic trends of the twentieth century.
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Built later in the century, between 1910 and 1928, the two-and-a-half-story/three-bay wide house
at 635 Princess Ann= Road features a mixture of Colonial Revival and Craftsman detailing.
Colonial Revival features include the dentiled cornices on the porch and the main block of the
house, the segmental brick window arches on the side elevations, and the multiple-pane 12/8
double-hung, wood sash windows on the facade. Early Craftsman influences include the tapered
square-column porch supports and the double windowed gable-roof dormer. The blocked
massing and hipped roof indicate strong connections with the American Foursquare house type
that became extremely popular in North Ghent during the early twentieth century.

A number of Tudor Revival houses were also built in North Ghent after 1900, reflecting national
and regional architectural fashions. The row of four attached rowhouses at 716 and 722
Westover Avenue and the multiple dwelling at 520 Westover Avenue represent this trend. All of
these dwellings feature masonry construction and steeply pitched gables with decorative half-
timbered detailing. The rowhouses between 716 and 722 Westover Avenue are two-and-a-half
stories tall, with decoratively corbeled interior chimneys. Recalling typical Queen Anne style
massing, the two center houses have projecting two-story three-sided bays with front-gabled
roofs. The flanking three-bay wide houses have half timbering on the side gables and a
projecting second-story front-gabled bay on their side elevations. The slightly exposed rafter
ends on the facade reveal a minor Craftsman influence.

The two-story/four-bay wide multiple dwelling at 520 Westover Avenue also shares the half-
timbered front gable; however, now it is over a projecting one-bay wide second-story porch
rather than on a projecting bay. A pair of squared wood posts with plain side brackets supports
this porch; the post supports have the same dark coloring as the timbers in the gable. The stucco
cladding on the exterior and the slate roof further enhances the Tudor Revival flavor of the
building. The form of the front gable is repeated in miniature by the entrance hood for the door
on the left side of the fagade. As with the above-mentioned group of rowhouses, this building
betrays Craftsman influences with exposed rafter ends on both the porch and under the eaves of
the facade.

The English Cottage Vernacular style was a variation on the Tudor Revival theme. Representing
this idiom in North Ghent is the two-and-half-story single-family dwelling at 608 Redgate
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Avenue. Though no doubt designed and built as a single design, the rambling forms and
complex roofline with multiple gables suggest a house that has grown organically over
generations. Other English Cottage Vernacular features include the stucco cladding; the large
stuccoed interior chimney, and the banks of casement windows along the right-hand side of the
house.

As mentioned earlier, the American Foursquare became a very popular house type in North
Ghent during the 1910s and 1920s. While sharing the common two-and-a-half-story cubic
massing and hipped roof, these houses were adorned with a rich variety of Colonial Revival,
Queen Anne, and Craftsman-style forms, often exhibiting features from multiple styles in the
same building. American Foursquares that show the transition from primarily Colonjal Revival
to primarily Craftsman detailing include 514 and 518 Redgate Avenue and 709 Princess Anne
Road.

The houses at 514 and 518 Redgate Avenue are both large four-bay wide single dwellings that
were built between 1910 and 1928. Similar in massing and Colonial-Revival detailing, they both
feature brick construction, brick quoins, and one-story wrap-around porches with Ilonic column
supports and spindle balustrades. The house at 518 Redgate Avenue may be the earlier of the
two because it shows no signs of Craftsman influence. The single-window dormer has a gable
roof with gable end returns. The fagade also features keystone window lintels and a main
entrance with a fanlight and sidelights. However, 514 Redgate Avenue features a typical
Craftsman-style dormer with a hipped roof and double windows.

The foursquare at 709 Princess Anne Road was also built between 1910 and 1928. Like the two
previous houses, a one-story wrap-around porch on two sides augments the three-bay wide main
block of the building. The porch supports are proto-Bungaloid in form, with undersized Tuscan
columns resting on square brick piers. The hipped dormer also exhibits the paired windows,
which typify the Craftsman style. Vestigial Colonial Revival features include the fanlight
transom over the entrance, the spindle balustrade on the porch, and the prominent corbeled brick
chimney. Finally, the muiti-paned upper sashes recall the Queen Anne style.
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Predominantly Craftsman in style, the two-story/three-bay wide single-family dwelling at 731
Westover Avenue was built between 1900 and 1910. The exposed rafter ends on the one-story
full front porch and the braced window canopy on the second story are the dominant decorative
elements on the fagade. The 6/6 double-hung, wood sash windows and wood-shingle cladding
also acknowledge the Colonial Revival and Shingle-style context of the neighborhood.

To accommodate the influx of new residents moving into North Ghent, a significant number of
grand high-style ecclesiastical buildings were built between 1900 and 1928. The first of these
was Christ and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, built between 1909 and 1910. Also significant
were First Presbyterian Church, Ohef Sholom Temple (122-827-316), and Ghent Methodist
Church. Academically correct in detailing and design, the stylistic inspiration for these buildings
was divided between Gothic and Classical revivals. Christ and St. Luke’s Church was
constructed at 550 West Olney Road, picturesquely situated next to Stockley Gardens. Evoking
the English-Gothic idiom, this church is clad with rusticated ashlar masonry and has a traditional
gable-roof basilica plan. A large bell tower that is embellished with belt courses, relief carvings,
battlements, and pinnacles dominates the south fagade.

Also honoring the English-Gothic designs is First Presbyterian Church at 816 Colonial Avenue,
built by the Norfolk architectural firm of Ferguson, Calrow, and Taylor between 1911 and 1912.
First Presbyterian Church is clad with red brick and stone trim, featuring a prominent bell tower
on the Colonial Avenue facade. The use of multiple corner buttresses on the tower gives it a
more muscular and massive look than the tower on Christ and St. Luke’s Church. Also like St.
Luke’s Church, First Presbyterian Church features an enormous tracery window on the fagade
and a Tudor-arch entrance at the base of the tower.

Ohef Sholom Temple was built on the 800 block of Stockley Gardens by the Norfolk firm of
Peebles and Ferguson. Classically inspired, the building is constructed of yellow brick and stone,
and takes the rectangular form of a Greek temple. A hexastyle Ionic portico dominates the front,
and features three portals flanked by pilasters.
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Peebles and Ferguson also designed Ghent Methodist Church, built in 1921 at 712 Stockley
Gardens. A direct quote of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields by James Gibbs, the fagade features a
colossal-order hexastyle Corinthian portico and a multiple-stage steeple. The classically derived
ecclesiastical buildings erected in North Ghent complimented the stock of newly built residences
by employing the same vocabulary of architectural forms, but enlarged to monumental scale.

Subsequent Development (1929-present)

By 1928, the development of North Ghent was virtually complete. Only two buildings were
constructed in North Ghent between 1929 and 1948. During the mid-twentieth century, the
historic sense of community gleaned both from the residents and the architecture was threatened
by economic decline, the migration of residents, and the construction of commercial buildings.
During World War II, many of the single-family residences were subdivided into boarding
houses, apartments, or twin dwellings to meet wartime demand. Nevertheless, many of the area's
architectural landmarks survived intact on the exterior, and despite deterioration, continued to
characterize the physical nature of the area.

Subsequent residential development has been minimal, and has generally respected the
established stylistic traditions of the Ghent area. Most of this late twentieth century domestic
construction has been in the form of apartment buildings and rowhouses. Typical examples of
this later development can be found along the 700 and 800 blocks of Colonial Avenue. The row
of two-story attached brick rowhouses at 803 through 815 Colonial Avenue is exemplary for its
attention to context. Featuring four-bay facades with recessed entrance bays, these houses are
clad with stretcher-bond brick and wood shingies, and display such Colonial-Revival features as
6/6 double-hung, wood sash windows, segmental brick window arches, and multiple-light
transoms. While the Colonial-Revival forms and cladding materials demonstrate sensitivity to
the architectural heritage of the neighborhood, the understated decorative treatment and scale of
the apartments creates visual interest without disturbing the architectural character of the
comimunity.
















































































































































