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NPS Form 10-900 OM0 No 1024418 
(Rev 10-W) 
U. S. Department of the Interior name of property 
National Park Service location 

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIC CEMETERY 

5. Classification NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private - 
- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Categoly of Property (Check only one box) 
- building@) 

X district - 
- site 
- StNCNre 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
0 - - 1 buildings 
0 0 sites - - 
6 2 structures 

1 - - 1 objects 
7 - 4 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register -- 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

NIA 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: Funerary Sub: Cemeterv 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: m a r !  Sub: -tery 



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024418 
(Rev. 10-W) 
U. S. Department of the Interior name of property 
National Park Service location 

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIC CEMETERY 

7. Description NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 

ArchitecUral Classification (Enter categories from insrmctions) 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation - 
roof 
walls 

other -, L i ~ i m e s t o n e  
-on 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing) 

- A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad panerns of 
our history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

L C  Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- 6 removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

X D a cemetery. - 
- E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
L a n d s c a p e  Architecture 

Period of Significance - 1854-1936 



NPS Form 10-9W OMB No. 10244018 
(Rev. 10-90) 
U. S. Department ofthe Interior name of property 
National Park Service location 

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIC CEMETERY 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 

Significant Dates 1854 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

ArchitectlBuilder Urknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- Univenity 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property 30 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
I18 385720 4081670 2 18 386130 4081540 
318 385820 4081350 4 

See continuation sheet. 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
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National Park Service 
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location 

SAINT MARY'S CATHOLIC ClMF!TERY 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle: JAMES V. FITZPATRICK 

Organization: N/A dateNovember 6, 2000 

street & number: 1100 RED BAY LANE telephone 757-482-9121 

city or town CHESAPEAKE, state* zip code 23322-7756 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the properly's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and propenies having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Com~lete this item at the reauest of the SHPO or FPO.) . . 
name BISHOP WALTER i'. SULLIVAN 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF RICHMOND 
street & number 807 CATHEDRAL PLACE telephone 804-359-5661 

city or town RIC-MOND state% zip code23220 

- ~- ~- --- 
Papmark Reduction A d  SmIement: This infomution is being collated for appliutionr lo the Narional Register of Historic Plats m nominate 
pmprties fw listing a dacrmine eligibility fa listing to list pmpiss, and fo m d  existing listinp. Response to this request is rquirrd to obtain 
a bsnefit in nccodancc with lhe National Historic Reservation Act, as amended ( I6  U.S.C. 470 a wp.). 
Estimated Burdm Stltmem: Publ'i repotling burden for lhis form is estimated to avsngc 18.1 hours p r  mponsc including the lime for reviewing 
instructioru. galhering and maintaining dafq and eomplaing and reviewing the form. Dirst mmmmu regarding lhis burdm cstimale or any as@ 
of this form to the Chief. Administntive SmiEn Division. National Park Sewia, P.O. Box 37127. Washington, DC 20013-7127 md h e  O f f i  of 
Management and Budget Papnvorl Redunions R o j d  (10244018). Wuhington. DC 20503. 
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Saint Mary's Cemetery 
Norfolk, Virginia 

7 .  Sumnary Description: Saint Mary's Catholic Cemetery, a burial ground primarily 
serving the Catholic comities of Norfolk,' Virrjinia Beach. and Chesapeake, 
co~rises appro::imately 30 acres of mstly develop& land. The cemetery is located 
at the intersection of Church Street and Monticello Avenue and lies adjacent to the 
Lafayette River and the Virginia Zoological Park in Norfolk. The Lafayette River 
and its small tributaries form a natural se9ration from 2roperty owners on the 
cemetery's north, south, and east boundaries. Aside from a few hills in the older 
sections, the cemetcry lies on relatively flat ground. The property was ~urchased 
in 1854 by Father Matthew O'Keefe. who was the founder and pastor of Saint Mary's 
Catholic Church in downtown Norfolk. (VDHR 122-24). 

The nuin entrance gate was erected in 1956 and is comprised of an overhead iron 
arch supported on twin red brick columns. A 4 foot high red brick wall extends 
outward from each column for 12 feet and connects to a hedgerow of the sam hei~ht 
that stretches in both directions along thc entirc west boundary of the ccmetcry. 

brcje magnolia trees plantcd in the early 1960's line the main entrance of the 
ccwtcry. Thcrc arc also numrous largc oak, c&ar, and pine trees and mller 
crcp myrtle trces alonq with seasonal flowers displayed in public arcas that 
compliment the ccmctcry's landscaw. Magnificent white marble statues and crosses 
and hucjc granite monumnts and vertical columns are plentiful throughout. Aside 
from the ssplialt roads that mandcr through this historic district, there arc 
numerous walking paths bctvecn rows of lots. The walking paths masure from 
5 feet to 18 fcct in width. Many of the wths wcrc dirt roads at one tim, and 
in Jn effort toward preservation, several ~aths were blocked off with concretc 
curbins in thc early 1960's. It was during this period that a number of the 
wider walking +ths were nude available as gravesitcs. 

The cemetery centerpiece is a large bronze crucifix erected around 1922 in honor of 
Catholic servicemen who served in World War I. The sculptor was George A. Lober. 
This crucifix is identical to a crucifix displayed at the Aquia Shrine located on 
Route 1 between Richmond, Virginia and Washington, DC. It stands approximately 30 
feet high and is surrounded by large stone boulders and on two sides by rows of 
azalea bushes. 

There are six family mausoleums on the property alonq with a 416-crypt mausoleum. 
Construction on the large cemetery mausoleum began on March 31, 1979 by ACE Marble 
and Granite Company of New Orleans, Louisiana. The mausoleum dedication was held 
on May 31, 1980 by Bishop Walter F. Sullivan of the Catholic Diocese of Richmond. 
The mausoleum has a concrete interior and marble exterior and was the first 
cemetery owned mausoleum to be erected in the Richmond diocese. 

Since its keginninq, management of Saint Mary's Catholic Cemetery had teen an 
additional duty for the various pastors of Saint Mary's Catholic Church. In the 
early 1960'~~ cewtery management was shifted to the various succeeding pastors 
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Norfolk. Father Raymond Barton was the last 
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priest/director of Saint Mary's Cenrtery and in 1975 he established the present 
11-member lay cmtcry board. Mr. W. Lewis Witt is the current board president 
and has been serving in that position for over one year. The ccmctcry superin- 
tendent, Mrs. Uesia Rapr, maintains a residence and office on thc goprty and 
handles day to day oprations, lot sales, and supervision of Srounds mintenance 
staff. Mrs. Rapr has been serving as superintendent for over 12 years. 

The year 1966 brought several major improvements to Saint Mary's Ccmtery. 
Father Joseah L. Lcitch \as the c-tery director and Mr. Jose~h F. Fitzpatrick 
\as the su&?rintcndcnt. At that time the superintendent's residcncc/office was 
in need of a major rcnovation. After careful study the rcnovation :]as considered 
to be cost prohibitive. It was decided to build a new superintcndcnt's residence/ 
officc and d~molish the existing building. The former building uas constructed of 
an a-Eramc tin roof with brown shingled siding. Thc current bulldin? is a red 
brick ranch a-Era design with a irhit~? shin~led roof. A detached .I-Craw rcd 
brick mintenance building which adjoins the residcncc/officc was constructcd in 
1985. It iras also in 1966 that all the roads throughout the ccmtcry cierc pavcd 
vith asphalt. Prior to that time thc road surface consisted of dirt, roc!<, and 
cracked oystcr shells. 

In 1998 board mmbcr John Lsnglois formed thc "Friends of Sdint Nary's Ccmtery". 
Thc Fricnds is mdc up of a group of lot owners and other concerned individuals 
who volunteer their tim and talents to raisc funds and help maintain thc ccmtcry 
cjroufids. The yroup w t s  at the ccmctcry on a regular basis and perfom such 
dutics as repairing damaged hcadstoncs, ?lanting seasonal Plorrers, uwding, and 
trimning. The Fricnds also plan and sponsor a Mass and Rosary scrvicc that is 
held 3-4 tims a year in front of thc ccmtcrj's musoleum with <In average 
attcndancc of 150 pcwple. Mr. Langlois publishes a 'quarterly netisletter on 
cmtery activities which is miled to lot owners and church parishes. The Friends 
of Sint Mary's Cem,tcry, undcr thc direction of lot owner Jamcs Gearheart, 
recently completed a year-long proj~ct of ptieniashincj all monuments and headstoncs 
throughout the cemtcry. 

Throu3h the ongoing dedication and efforts of the cemtery board, thc superin- 
tendent, the friends of Saint Mary's Cemetery, and individual lot ormers, Saint 
Mary's Cdtholic Cemctery continues to be well preserved to honor the memory of 
those interred. 
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8. Statement of Siagnificance: Saint Mary's Catholic Cemetery was established in 
1854 as a result of the Yellow Fever Esidemic. Saint Mary's is one of the oldest 
m n w n t  cemteries in the area and comprises one of only eight Catholic cemeteries 
ttuou-jhout the state of Virginia. 

Although records indicate that Saint Maryls cemetery was established in 1854, 
th~rs are several monuments and headstones on the propxty with inscriked death 
dates ?rior to that tim. The oldest graves that could be located werz that of 
Margaret Arm Barry who died in 1826, Thomas bran who 2assed artay in 1833, and 
Euq2n2 Higsins i<ho died in 1836. It is believed that these individuals along with 
Gny others were burizd in the churchyard of Saint Mary's Church in dormto:m 
Norfolk and then later interrsa at Saint Mary's Cmtery in 1854 or sormtime 
thzrcafter. 

Sever31 notable gravcsites include: 

Ccliney Yasbcck Decker - Titanic survivor 
Ismael Ala - Firzt Vietnamese-krican to serve on a U.S. suhrine 
Louis G. Plmwr - Major lea~uc. hssball tlall of fame inductse 
Monsignor Thorns E. Waters - Builder of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Norfolk 
Sisters of Charity - Servod as teachers at local Catholic schools and as 
nurses at &Paul Hos?ital, Norfolk 
Barry family lot - Largest lot in the cmtory: 72 graves 
Michael Glsnnan - Coi~fedorate Major and founder of Virginian-Pilot nel~spaper 
Rev. Lawrence O'Connell - Confederate cha~lain, professor, and vice ?resident 
of St. Mary's Coll~qe, Columbia, SC 
White-Lcnncy family lot - 12-orave lot encased in concrete 

Saint Mary's Cemetery became the final resting place for many veterans of the 
anned services: 

Civil War 
Sjanish-American War 
world War I 
World War I 
World War II/Korea/Vietnam 
 ori id War II/Korea 
World War II/Korea 
blorld War II/Korea 
world War 11 
Vietnam 
Clnadian Forces 

Michael Glennan 1843-1899 (CSA) 
~ o h n  J. Plato (dates unknown) (USA) 
Frank Preziotti 1893-1957 (USA) 
Gregorio F. Ocate 1875-1962 (USCG) 
Joseph P. Wulzer 1919-1973 (USAF) 
Falcome G. B r m r  1915-1977 (USN) 
Donald E. Hofford 1924-1965 (M) 
Mary F. Hofford 1915-1988 (USMC) 
john V. Johnson Sr. 1926-1991 (USA) 
john V. Johnson Jr. 1947-1968 (USA-RIA) 
Atkrt L. McCoy 1881-1940 
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The si:: family mausoleums displayed on the property are remarkable historic 
structures: 

1. The Decosi Mausoleum erected around 1936 measures ll'x16'x18'. It is 
unique to the other five mausoleums in that it has a black shingled roof with 
aluminum guttering and downsimuts. Located in thc? northwzst sectign of the 
cemtery, the structus is very visible from Church Street. m e  mausoleum has an 
a-frame desi;;n anti is constructed of red brick with granite su@&rts and a whits 
marbls intcrior. Double cast iron doors control the entrance to the a'mvs ground 
to&. A seven foot concrete ;ral;ccray leads up to the structure that is surrounded 
by 3 mtal railing with granite su9prts. The Decosi Mausoleum contains two crypts 
an3 is the only muscleum of the six that is still maintained by survivi~lg family 
mcmbces . 

2 .  T h  Shdnly Mausoleum, crcctc-a around 1898 and measuring 12's!4'x14' is 
locdcdd 3t tl13 north end of the cemetery. Similar to the Dccosi Mausolcum, this 
structur,? hab an a-€ram roof. Thc mausoleum has a yranitc exterior m d  a white 
mrblc intcrior. Twin cast iron doors control the entranc2 to the structurc 
containing six crypts. A stsi~lcd glass window n~asuring 18":c4aU is loc~t~d at th2 
r2.x .dith a one-stcp granite walkway leading to the entrance. 

3. The Murphy *usol?um, erected around 1928 and mzasuring 5'~10':c7' is 
losdtcd in the c~ntcr Of the cemetery and almost directly khind tne larcje bronze 
crucifix. Its construction is totally whitc marble vith a flat roof. The 
structuri. contains two CryGts grotectcd by twin sealed doors. 'Ikin whitc nurblc 
91antcrs placcd in front anc! on each side of the musolcum dre se,~aratcd by a six 
foot t~hitc marble walkway l~ading up to this impressive structurc. 

4. The Quinn Mausoleum, nuasuring lO'x13'x7', is located approximtely 50 
yards inside the aroperty and south of the min entrance road. The structure is 
situated near the largest oak tree in thc cemetery. 'Ths mausoleum is of a half 
oval or mounded design and constructed of red briclc and concrete with ~r~nite 
su9ports. The entrance to the mausoleum is sealed in concrete. In ths early 
1960's concrete was placed ovcr an aged and weathered cast iron door to prevent 
water seepage dnd vandalism. It is Lu1:cnown when the mausoleum 'ms built or the 
n-r of crypts contained within. 

5. .The Andrews/Hiygins Mausoleum is located just inside and to the right of 
the main entrance. This structure is identical to the Quinn Mausoleum with ths 
half om1 ar mounded design and measures 10'x13':<7'. It was constructed with red 
brick and concrete along with granite supFrts on each end. Twin cast iron doors 
seal'the entrance. It is unknown whsn the mausoleum t~as constructed or how many 
crypts are contained within. 
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6. The Dodd Mausoleum is located appro:cimatsly 20 f e e t  from the Andrelia/ 
Hig,-ins Mausoleum and masures  l l 'x13 'x8 ' .  The mausoleum was constructed of red 
brick,  limestone, and concrete and is similar  t o  the Andre\is/Higgins md Quinn 
Mausoleums with t h e  half oval o r  mounded design. A sealed c a s t  iron door prevents 
antry t o  t h e  s t ruc ture .  It is unlcnorm vhen t h ~  mausoleum was b u i l t  o r  the n&r 
of crf$ts  contained within. Hoxever, it is estimated t h a t  the Quinn, Andrews/ 
Higgins, and Dodd Mausoleums may lmve been constructec in  the l a t o  1800's o r  
ear ly  1900's. 

som examples of the  s ta tuary and funerary a r t  displayed a t  Saint  Mary's Ccmetery 
include t h e  following: 

1. Bizese Lot 

a. nio  ident ica l  two foot  high white marble angel s t a tues  atop a 
t lxee  foo t  high whit3 marble base. 

b. 3 4 foot  high vhi te  marble s t a t u e  of Joseph/Mary/child Jesus at02 
a three foo t  high white marble base. 

2. m t o  Lot 

a .  Fiv? Eoot high white m r b l e  s t a tue  of the Virgin Mary holding a ring 
of flowers and glancing dcnrnward over the  graves. 

b. Six Eoot high rrhite marble s t a tue  of Jesus looking down with 3nns 
p r t i a l l y  s t re tched out and p a y i n g  ovor the graves. 

3. Clarli Lot 

a .  Four foot  hiijh white nurble ucjcl s t a tue  ato;, a f i ve  foot high ifhite 
marble base. 'he angel is seen praying ovzr the gr'ves. 

. b. Facing the op,maite dir:\ction, an i c l c n t i c ~ l  four foot  high white 
nurblc angel s t a t u e  atol: a four foot high lrhite m r b l o  base. The ancjel is seon 
loolcing dokrntrard and rzading the  Bibls. 

4. Rehp lz  Monument - Two 2 Foot high rdlite marble headstones atop a f ive  
Eoot v ids  whit? m r b l e  base. &tween the  two headstones is a two foot high 
s t a tue  of t h s  Virgin Mary. A shor t  arayer is inscribed on the base of the 
monument. miin white marble vases a r e  positioned on sach s i d e  of the headstones. 
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5. The Andrews Monmnt erected a f t e r  1886 is s i tua ted  betveen the 
Andre~is/Hijgins Mausoleum .ind the  Dodd Mausoleum on the cemtery's west s ide.  
I t  is a u n i ~ u e  cjothic-style oval  mnument constructed of g ran i t e  and mcasuras 
15 4 f e e t  i n  d i m t e r  a t  its widest , p i n t .  A 14" high g ran i t e  c ross  r e s t s  atop 
t h i s  impressive marker. The monumellt is one of only two oval shaped mnuments 
in  t h s  cemte ry .  

6. Contray Monument - A white marble ve r t i ca l  column approximately 25 f ee t  
high; On t h s  e a s t  s ide  of t h s  column a c ruc i f ix  is displayed atop smll 
b u l d e r s . '  Belorr t h s  c ruc i f ix  a r e  fro Bible inscri2tions.  Below the inscr ipt ions 
is a depict ion of the  sacred hear t  of Jesus surrounded by palm branches. 

7.  F l p n  headstone, arected a f t e r  1894 is probably the most u n i q u ~  marker 
i n  the cemte ry .  Locatcd a t  the south e i~d  of the  ccmtcry ,  the nurkzr is 
conscructsd of l i m s t o n e  and concrzte and measures 21t:t16'x4!j'. I t  rc?sembles 
an antique cash r eg i s t e r  o r  ro l l t o?  desk v i t h  the d~xeden t s  n m  and date  of 
death i n s c r i h d  on a Scrol l .  

8. D ' E s t s  :leadstone, erected a f t e r  1924 is located agproximtcly 50 yards 
south of the  bronze c ruc i f ix .  The marker masures 20"x12"~39". Tlle to? ten 
inches of t h i s  whitc nurble headston,? is oval shaped with 3 whitc marble chain 
encircl ing the oval and piercing a sc ro l l&  inscr igt ion of the deceased. Palm 
branches a r c  stciled out on each s ide of the s c r o l l .  

9. Scotece Lot - An impressiv,? s ix Coot hicjh r ~ h i t e  marble s t a t u l  of Jesus 
standing i n  f ront  of a seven foa t  high g r l n i t e  cross.  The s t a tue  and cross  arc. 
located on t h ~  c3metery1s c a s t  ene. 

Two 2 r i a . t ~  l o t s  and too S i s t e r  of Charity l o t s  nuke u i ~  the rcl iqious ordsrs 
intzrrod a t  Saint  Mary's Cemetery. The older  p r i e s t s  l o t  is located a t  the 
northwest scc t ion  of thc cme te ry  whcre 18 p r i e s t s  l i c  interrzd.  The other 
pri-.sts l o t  is located on thz sit2 of the  cemetery's large bronze crucif ix .  To 
datc ,  10 p r i e s t s  l ic i ~ l t c r r s d  in  f ront  of the c ruc i f ix .  Ths o l t l ~  S i s t e r s  of 
Charity l o t  is locatcd along the southtrust s ide  of the cemetery irhcrc 60 nuns 
l ie intcrrzd.  'Chc other  S i s t e r s  of Charity l o t  is locatcd toward the rear  or 
ca s t  end of the ccmtc ry  trherc four nuns l ie  in t z r r jd .  This l o t  is m r k ~ x i  by a 
si.: foot  hiyh g ran i t e  cross  ~ s i t i c n e d  i n  tnc ccnter  of thc l o t .  

The infan t  sect ion is loca tx l  approximately 100 yards inside the ?ropzrty and 
south of i;hs main entrance road. Currently t k re  havc been 344 infants  ant! 
c h i l d r ~ n  b u r i ~ !  i n  t h i s  scct ion of the cemetery with the first internrnt  rxorded 
in  1943. N-rous one foot and two foot  white nurble angel and lamb s ta tues  along 
with small g ran i t e  hsadstonss can be obssrved ato9 most of the graves. Several 
larcjs oalc and cedar t r ees  accentuate the  landscape in  t h i s  serene se t t ing .  
Located i n  the cemetery's northwest sec t ion ,  there  is a l o t  dedicated t o  Saint 
Mary's Home fo r  Disabled Children. Currently there  a r e  30 infan ts  buried on t h i s  
l o t  with tine first intenrent recordcd i n  & ~ r i l  1951. 
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Saint Mary's Catholic Cemetery 'ms found to tx eligible for the National Rqister 
of Historic Places (NRHP) by the Virginia kpartmnt of Historic Rzsources (VDHR) 
in Decexrkr 1996 (Reyistzr Evaluation Rating Sheet, dated Decenther 19, 1996:. 
The VDHRs svbluation team evaluated the cemtery for NRHP eliqibility under 
critxion C (design/construction) and gavz its intqrity a ratincj of 6 on a 
scale of 0-8. 'ills intensive bvel Survey Report states, "T:13 ;)rop21ty retains 
integrity of association, design, feslins, location, material, and worlwnskip". 
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Geographical Data 

Verbal Boundary Description - Saint Mary's Catholic Cemetery is bounded by the 
Virginia Zoological Park on the north, The Lafayette River on the east, a 
tributary arm of the Lafayette River on the south, and Church Street on the west 
as shown on the attached map, Twplat Section C10, Plate 0638. 

Boundary Justification - This is the original and historic boundary for 
Saint Mary's Catholic Cenrtery. 
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