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The McIlwaine House i s  a  t h r e e  bay 2  1 /2 - s to ry  frame Federa l  
s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  c e n t r a l  bloclc wi th  a  s i n g l e  1 1 / 2 s t o r y  wing on 
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  opcning i n t o  a  s i d e  h a l l  passage running from f r o n t  t o  r e a r  
The house and wing have A roo f s  and beaded weatherboarding. The en t r ance  
porch i s  covered by a  pedimcnt with mod i l l i on  co rn ice  and Doric columns. 
The house and wing have mod i l l i on  co rn ices .  

Thc c x t c r i o r  of  thc  McIlwainc Ilousc had only  minor changes between 
1815 and 1372. Because of a  r i s e  i n  s t r e e t  g rade , the  grade around t h e  
high Engl i sh  basement was r a i s e d  3 f e e t  and areaways cons t ruc ted  around t h e  
s ix -ove r - s ix  basenlent windows. On t h e  west o r  Market S t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n ,  
o r i g i n a l  9-over-9 windows were rep laced  wi th  s i n g l e  l i g h t ,  one-over-one 
sa sh .  On t h e  south  elevation an o r i g i n a l  chimney c l o s e t  between t h e  two 
end chimneys was extended i n t o  a  three-s ided  bay t o  acco~mnodate f i r s t  and 
second s t o r y  bathrooms. Two d i f f e r e n t  one-story add i t ions  were a t t ached  t o  
t h e  e a s t  w a l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  one-s tory  p a r l o r  wing. The f r o n t  door,  s ide -  
l i g h t  and transom d a t e  from t h e  mid 1 9 t h  century .  

Like t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  McIlwaine Iiouse's i n t e r i o r  remained l a r g e l y  
una l t e red  from t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  t o  1972. Throughout t h e  main b lock  
t h e  woodwork c o n s i s t s  of  s imple but  e l egan t  l a t e  Adam s t y l e  moldings. I n  
s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  house t h e  20 x 22 f o o t  p a r l o r  i n  t h e  1 
1 /2 - s to ry  wing i s  embellished wi th  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  moldings and carv ings  i n  
l i n e a r  geometr ic  Adam s t y l e .  On t h e  n o r t h  wa l l  t h e  chimney p iece  i s  f l a n k e  
on e i t h e r  s i d e  by segmental arches wi th  keystones.  The arches s p r i n g  from 
f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  and half-round s t o p - f l u t e d  c o l o n e t t e s .  The unders ides  of 
t h e  arches a r e  reeded and have r epea t ing  c i r c u l a r  p a t t e r n s .  The co rn ice  
c o n s i s t s  o f  crown molding over  H f r e t  and reeded p a t t e r n s .  The s i n g l e  
en t r ance  door a r c h i t r a v e  c o n s i s t s  o f  s t o p - f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  beneath carved 
acanthus leaves  which a r e  modeled more l i k e  tobacco l eaves .  

.. 
i n  1971 t h e  Mcilwaine House was scheduled f o r  demol i t ion  by t h e  

Vi rg in i a  Department of  Highways a s  p a r t  of a  road p r o j e c t .  i n  1972 t h e  
Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i r g i n i a  An t iqu i t i e s  acqui red  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  from t h e  Commonwealth and moved t h e  house e i g h t  b locks  t o  t h e  
p resen t  Xarket Square site,  i n  a  zoned h i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  C i t y . o f  Petersburg.  The 1 1 /2 - s to ry  p a r l o r  wing was 
moved t o  t h e  new s i t e  i n t a c t .  The main b lock  was t o o  l a r g e  and had t o  be 
dismantled and r e -e rec t ed  us ing  some modern s t r u c t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s .  The 
r e l o c a t i o n  and r e s t o r a t i o n  is e i g h t y  pe r  c e n t  completed. 
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The McIlwaine House i s  t h e  f i n e s t  su rv iv ing  example o f  Pe te r sburg ' s  
e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  wooden domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Its gene ra l  conf igura t ion ,  
wi th  high Engl i sh  basement and v e r t i c a l  mass, was obvious ly  thought 
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  new men of subs tance  and a u t h o r i t y  who i n i t i a t e d  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  America. 

Both Petersburg  and Alexandria apparent ly  had outs tanding  bu i ld ing  
craf tsmen.  However, ve ry  few examples of  t h e  b e s t  Petersburg work surv ives  
o u t s i d e  of  dismantled i n t e r i o r s  such a s  t h e  Pe tersburg  room i n  t h e  
b1etro:solitan Museum of  A r t  and numerous mantels  i n  modern houses throughout 
V i r g i n i a .  Pe tersburg  had a  Mechanics Associa t ion  d a t i n g  from t h e  period 
of  t h e  McIlwaine House and many house ca rpen te r s  and cab ine t  makers be- 
longed. A thorough s tudy  of e a r l y  Pe tersburg  a r t i s a n s  and t h e i r  work 
reiimins t o  be done and i t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  important  t h a t  t h e  few wel l -  
docunicnted su rv iv ing  exanples  of t h e i r  e f f o r t s  be  o f f e r e d  every p ro tec t ion .  

One c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  McIlwaine i n t e r i o r  i s  t h e  c ra f t sman ' s  o r  
c l i e n t ' s  p re fe rence  f o r  wood. There i s  no p l a s t e r ,  l e a d ,  o r  ceramic 
ornamentat ion i n  t h e  design.  A l l  t hese  m a t e r i a l s  were r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
t h e  Pe tersburg  craf t smen but  t h e r e  was a  conscious preference  f o r  t h e  
c h i s e l ,  gouge and plane. 

The McIlwaine House was e r e c t e d  w i t i n  t h e  Pe tersburg  Ci ty  boundaries 
of i784 on t h e  Eas t  s i d e  of  Market S t r e e t  by George H. Jones i n  1815. I 
L i t t l e  is known about M r .  Jones except t h a t  he  was Mayor o f  Petersburg i n  1 
1815 and 1816 and f o r f e i t e d  t h i s  proper ty  f o r  de l inquent  debts  i n  1820. 
The dwell ing i s  commonly known as  t h e  McIlwaine House because of  t h e  long 
r e s idency  (1831-1878) of  Archibald Graham McIlwaine, a promient Petersburg 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t  and f i n a n c i e r .  
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As  the des ignated  Sta te  L i a i son  Officer for the  Na- 

r ~ o n a i  Historic P re se rva t i on  Act of 1966 (Pub l i c  1,aw 

89.665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion  

i n  ;he Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  and cer t i fy  tha t  i t  h a s  been 

evaiuated accoirlinq to  t h e  c-iteria and p r o c e h r e s  s e t  

forth by  the National  Park Servzce. T h e  recommended 

leve l  of s i gn i f i cance  of t h i s  nomination is: 

Nat ional  S ta te  L o c a l  
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I hereby cer t i fy  that  t h i s  property ia included in the  

National  Regis ter .  
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