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S M Y  DESCRlFTION 

Centre H i l l  His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  i s  located i n  t he  northern section of the  c i t y  of 
Petersburg southeast of t he  downtown comnercial area  and several  blocks south of the 
Appornattox River. Consisting of eighty-three buildings including only one which i s  
considered noncontributing, the  d i s t r i c t  i s  an enclave of r e s iden t i a l  archi tecture  ranging 
i n  age from the  ear ly  19th century t o  the  present. Surrounded by areas of incompatible 
modern comnercial, i ndus t r i a l ,  and municipal development, the  d i s t r i c t  i s  defined by 
properties l i n ing  Centre H i l l  Court, Centre H i l l  Avenue, and cer ta in  blocks of North 
Adams, Henry, North Jefferson, Franklin, and East Washington s t r e e t s .  Centre H i l l  
m s i o n ,  a refined, ear ly  19th-century, Federal-style br ick dwelling tha t  i s  individually 
l i s t e d  i n  t he  National Register, serves a s  the focal  point of t he  d i s t r i c t  around which 
evolved examples of Greek Revival and I t a l i ana t e  archi tecture .  The Centre H i l l  e s t a t e  
or iginal ly  encompassed extensive landscaped grounds surrounding the  house u n t i l  the  ear ly  
20th century when much of t he  area was subdivided in to  building l o t s .  Subsequently 
becoming a court-shaped r e s iden t i a l  development, Centre H i l l  Court contains an bp res s ive  
collection of Colonial Revival, Bungalow, and American Foursquare dwellings t ha t  i s  unique 
i n  Petersburg. 

ARCHITECTURN ANALYSIS 

The d i s t r i c t  i s  mostly located atop Centre H i l l  which gradually r i s e s  above the  
commercial and indus t r i a l  areas of the  c i t y .  Named for  i t s  geographic posi t ion between 
two nearby h i l l s ,  Centre H i l l  serves as the  prominent s i t e  of the  elegant b r ick  mansion of 
the same name. Bui l t  during the  second quarter of the  19th century f o r  the  prominent 
Bolling family, Centre H i l l  i s  a well-known Petersburg landmark tha t  was placed on the 
National Register of His tor ic  Places i n  1972. Although the  house i s  remarkably well 
preserved. t he  or ig ina l  grounds of t he  e s t a t e  have changed dramatically over t he  years. 
By the  mid-19th century the  grounds of Centre I I i l l  were confined within the block formed 
by North Adams St ree t ,  Henry S t ree t ,  North Jefferson S t r ee t ,  and Franklin S t r ee t .  The 
mansion's park-like s e t t i n g  remained nearly i n t ac t  u n t i l  1911 when much of t he  land 
immediately surrounding the  house was sold t o  a development company which divided it in to  
twenty-nine l o t s .  Each l o t  faces Centre H i l l  Court, which i s  basical ly  a c i r cu l a r  drive 
tha t  surrounds an open space park m e d i a t e l y  Centre H i l l  Avenue, provides south of the  
mansion. A southern extension of t he  drive,  Centre H i l l  Avenue, provides access t o  t o  
Franklin S t ree t ,  while two p a r a l l e l  extensions flanking the  eas t  and west s ides  of the  
mansion provide access t o  Henry S t r ee t .  Early 20th-century residences b u i l t  on these l o t s  
a f t e r  1914 face the south, ea s t ,  and west s ides  of the  mansion, while a five-story br ick 
apartment building b u i l t  i n  1915 dominates the  r e a r  and blocks the  intended v i s t a  dovm t o  
Henry S t ree t .  

Most of the  ear ly  20th-century archi tecture  within the d i s t r i c t  i s  located on Centre 
H i l l  Court and is d i rec t ly  re la ted  t o  t he  mansion and the  post-1911 subdivision of i t s  
grounds, however, there  i s  a l so  representative archi tecture  of that period on North 
Jefferson Street  a s  well a s  fewer examples on Franklin and East Washington s t r ee t s .  

Much of the archi tecture  along North Jefferson S t ree t  and the 200 block of Franklin 
Street  dates from the l a t e  19th century with an occasional e a r l i e r  19th-century residence 
located along these s t r e e t s .  A majority of buildings i n  t he  300 block of East Washington 
S t ree t ,  however, date from the  ear ly  t o  mid-19th century and represent t he  last surviving 
block of buildings on East Washington S t ree t  t ha t  r e f l e c t s  the  c i t y ' s  ear ly  19th-century 
development period. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 1 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural  Analysis (continued) 

Although the  proper t ies  located along North Jefferson, Franklin, and East Washington 
s t r e e t s  appear t o  have l i t t l e  re la t ionship with Centre h i l l  and i t s  ear ly  20th-century 
subdivision, they a r e  vest iges  of a 19th-century urban r e s iden t i a l  neighborhood i n  which 
Centre H i l l  mansion served as the  foca l  point .  Completely surrounded by modern 
development, the  d i s t r i c t  i s  a l l  the  more d i s t i n c t  as an enclave of t h a t  e a r l i e r  
neighborhood. 

Centre H i l l  mansion, which was b u i l t  i n  the  second quar ter  of the  19th century i s  a 
refined,  two-story, Flemish bond-brick s t ruc ture  t h a t  exhibi ts  both Federal and Greek 
Revival de t a i l s .  A g r a c e f i l  e l l i p t i c a l  fanl ight  with s ide l igh ts  adorns the  north and 
south entrances of the  house, while a Greek Revival veranda with Ionic columns extends 
across both f ront  and r e a r  facades. A d e n t i l  cornice surrounds t he  house above which 
r i s e s  a shallow-pitched roof with a f la t t ened  cupola. During the  mid-19th century a 
two-story brick wing highlighted by br ick  p i l a s t e r s  was added t o  the  e a s t .  The south 
facade of the  m s i o n  overlooks an expansive lawn shaded by la rge  t r e e s  within a c i r cu l a r  
drive,  while s m l l e r  lawns enclosed by a cast-iron fence f lank the  eas t  and west s ides  of 
the  house. A handsome Greek Revival cast-iron fence featur ing f lu ted  Doric column posts 
topped by f i n i a l s  once surrounded the  e s t a t e ,  however, only a sect ion along the  south s ide  
of Henry S t ree t  s t i l l  survives along with stuccoed gateposts at t he  northeast and 
northwest corners of the  o r ig ina l  e s t a t e .  

Less dist inguished buildings that probably date  from the  second quar ter  of the  19th 
century a r e  located at 218 Franklin S t ree t  and 318-320 and 322-3211 East Washington S t r ee t .  
Each residence i s  a vernacular frame s t ruc ture  covered i n  weatherboard with paired o r  
single ex te r io r  end br ick  chimeys.  The two on East Washington S t ree t  are double houses 
with side-passage plans and each possesses and added bracketed cornice and a one-story 
l a t e  19th-century porch with turned posts.  The house at  318-320 East Washington S t ree t  i s  
more charac te r i s t i c  of the  Federal S ty le  with i t s  steeply pitched roof and row of gable 
dormers across t he  f ron t ,  while t he  house at  322-324 East Washington S t ree t  i s  reminiscent 
of the  Greek Revival s t y l e  as seen i n  i t s  shallow-pitched gable roof and fenestra t ion.  

The Greek Revival s t y l e  i s  more evident i n  the  double house at 304-306 East 
Washington S t ree t .  It i s  a two-story frame s t ruc ture  c lad i n  weatherboard with a four-bay 
facade highlighted by two single-bay Doric porticoes.  Entrances a r e  flanked by narrow 
s ide l igh ts  with a three-l ight transom above. 

One of the  most refined Greek Revival houses i n  Petersburg i s  located a t  103 North 
Jefferson S t ree t .  Indicat ive  of the  once fashionable mid-19th-century r e s iden t i a l  
neighborhood surrounding Centre H i l l  mansion, t h i s  two-story, five-course American bond 
brick dwelling has a ra i sed  basement, a shallow pitched gable roof with paired i n t e r i o r  
end chinmeys at the  south gable end, a box cornice across the  f ron t ,  and broad stuccoed 
l i n t e l s  over o r ig ina l  six-over-six sash double hung windows. An especial ly  f i n e  por t ico 
with f lu ted  Doric columns, a fill entablature,  and cast-iron balustrade she l te r s  the  
entrance which i s  accentuated by narrow s ide l igh ts  and a broad five-l ight transom. 

A one-story frame s t ruc ture  located at  312 East Washington S t ree t  i s  an in te res t ing  
example of mid-19th-century vernacular archi tecture  that i s  often seen i n  Southside 
Virginia. Situated upon a ra i sed  br ick  basement, the  square house i s  capped by a 

(See Continuation Sheet # 2 ) 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION - Architectural  Analysis (continued) 

pyramidal roof with i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. Originally a dwelling and presently a 
commercial establishment, t he  building has been a l te red .  Regretfully,  the  o r ig ina l  porch 
has been removed and the  entrance changed t o  t he  basement level ,  however, despi te  these 
changes the  building r e t a in s  m c h  of i t s  or ig ina l  character.  This house type i s  
frequently found i n  rural areas  and may have once been more commonly seen along Washington 
S t r ee t ,  but today it remains t he  sole  survivor of its type i n  t he  d i s t r i c t .  

The I t a l i a n a t e  s ty l e ,  popular during the  mid-19th century i n  Petersburg, i s  seen in 
several  buildings i n  t he  d i s t r i c t .  Three double houses located at  Henry S t ree t  a r e  
excellent  examples of high-style I t a l i a n a t e  archi tecture .  Bui l t  ca. 1860, t he  th ree  
buildings were probably b u i l t  by the  same contractor since a l l  were or ig ina l ly  iden t ica l .  
Each of the  buildings is  a two-story br ick  double house, two of which a r e  covered in 
stucco, featur ing a shallow pitched hipped roof, a bracketed cornice, and t a l l  
sepental-arched windows with handsome molded window heads, each adorned with a cen t ra l  
carved cartouche. A molded window s i l l  supported by smll brackets completes t he  
fenestra t ion treatment. Two of the  buildings possess l a t e r  porches, however, the  house a t  
217-219 Henry S t r ee t  appears t o  have re ta ined one of its o r ig ina l  Doric porticoes.  
Besides being a picturesque grouping of a once comnon Petersburg house txype, these three  
houses serve as an important v i sua l  element i n  terminating t he  v i s t a  down North Jefferson 
S t ree t .  They a l s o  serve as a reminder of the  upper middle c l a s s  mid-19th century 
neighborhood that once surrounded Centre H i l l .  

A var ie ty  of l a t e  19th-century house types is seen throughtout the  d i s t r i c t  ranging 
from modest low-income houses of t he  period t o  large frame o r  b r ick  modified Queen Anne 
houses. Two single-story frame dwellings with hipped roofs  and porches with turned posts 
a re  located a t  311 and 315 East Washington S t ree t .  They a r e  representative of lower 
income housing i n  l a t e  19th-century Petersburg. A more fashionable dwelling of the  same 
e ra  i s  located at  319 East Washington S t ree t .  It i s  a s inple  single-story frame house 
with a project ing f ron t  e l l ,  t a l l  six-over-six sash double-hung windows, a decoratively 
sawn bargeboard, and cutout porch supports flanked by s c r o l l  brackets. A l l  t h ree  houses 
on East Washington S t r ee t  a r e  t he  only examples of t h e i r  kind i n  the  d i s t r i c t .  

A row of two-story frame houses along North Jefferson S t r ee t  i s  representative of 
middle c l a s s  housing of the  late 19th century i n  Petersburg. The houses at 203, 205, 209, 
215, and 219 North Jefferson S t ree t  were or ig ina l ly  b u i l t  a l i k e  and most have retained 
t h e i r  o r ig ina l  elements such a s  a bracketed cornice with re turns  and a three-bay porch 
with turned posts ,  spindle f r i eze ,  and sawnwork. 

Larger upper-middle-class-houses i n  the  d i s t r i c t  combine I t a l i ana t e ,  Queen Anne. and 
Colonial Revival elements t o  produce ec l ec t i c  compositions t h a t  add t o  the  v i sua l  var ie ty  
of the  streetscape.  The houses a t  107 and 111 North Jefferson S t r e e t ,  f o r  example, 
feature  bracketed cornices, bay windows, and sweeping porches while t he  house at 131 
Franklin S t ree t  possesses t yp i ca l  Queen Anne-style m s s i n g  with well-proportioned Colonial 
Revival elements such as a modillion cornice, oval bulls-eye windows, d e n t i l  window 
cornices, and a c l a s s i ca l l y  inspired porch. 

An unusual dwelling a t  124-126 North Jefferson S t r ee t  a l so  probably dates  from the 
l a t e  19th century o r  e a r l i e r .  Reportedly an outbuilding o r  s t ab l e  associated with Centre 

(See Continuation Sheet # 3 ) 
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7. DESCRWTION -- Architectural  Analysis 

H i l l ,  the  stucco building with i t s  s l a t e  mansard roof was converted in to  a duplex i n  the  
ear ly  20th century. 

The most' picturesque houses i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  a r e  those located along the c i rcu la r  
drive hown a s  Centre H i l l  Court. Each of t he  ear ly  20th-century houses faces e i t h e r  
Centre H i l l  mansion o r  the  c i rcu la r  park formed by the  dr ive.  Collectively,  they comprise 
a r ich ly  diverse array of ear ly  20th-century a rch i tec tura l  s ty l e s  that i s  unique i n  
Petersburg. Elements of the  Bungalow, Shingle, American Foursquare, Colonial Revival. and 
Spanish Colonial Revival s ty l e s  a r e  iden t i f iab le  and a re  sometimes combined i n  the  same 
design. According t o  the  c i t y  tax records, the  first dwellings were b u i l t  on l o t s  6 ,  11, 
14,  15, 16, 6 17, and 25 i n  1914 and they do indeed display a var ie ty  of a rch i tec tura l  
s ty l e s  and building materials.  The Scott House at  6 Centre H i l l  Court borders on 
turn-of-the-century vernacular archi tecture  and the Queen Anne s t y l e  while several  doors 
down the Harrison House at  11 Centre H i l l  Court i s  reminiscent of the  Spanish Colonial 
Revival s ty le .  The G i l l  House a t  14  Centre H i l l  Court exhibi ts  elements of the  American 
Foursquare but a l so  contains d i s t i nc t ive  Colonial Revival de t a i l s .  The houses at 15, 16, 
164, and 25 Centre H i l l  Court a r e  a l l  bungalows which vary i n  design and composition. 
They a re  stuccoed, shingled, and weatherboarded frame houses with hipped, gable, and 
clipped gable roofs and a re  indicat ive of t he  range of ear ly  20th-century popular building 
trends i n  Petersburg. The Barham and Steward houses a t  16 and 16; Centre H i l l  Court are  
especially noteworthy e x ~ l e s  of the  Bungalow s t y l e  with t h e i r  sweeping roof l ines ,  deep 
porches, and overhanging eaves with exposed r a f t e r  ends. 

In  1915 Centre H i l l  Apartment Building was constructed d i r ec t ly  north of Centre H i l l  
mansion, thereby blocking the view of the  house from the north. One of the  f i r s t  
multi-family housing un i t s  i n  Petersburg, it i s  a five-story, essen t ia l ly  Colonial 
Revival br ick s t ruc ture  with stone quoins, stone door and window l i n t e l s ,  and a stone 
stringcourse. The building may have l o s t  i t s  o r ig ina l  cornice. 

Other houses b u i l t  i n  1915 about Centre H i l l  Court include the  Harrison House a t  10 
Centre H i l l  Court which is a very in te res t ing  br ick bungalow with a decidedly 
Mediterranean-influenced wide-arched, yellow br ick l o a i a  across t he  f ront ,  t he  Levitt  
House a t  24 Centre H i l l  Court, and the  Baxter House a t  26 Centre H l l l  Court, both of which 
a r e  Colonial Revival-influenced designs. 

Between 1917 and 1923 eleven addi t ional  houses were b u i l t  on Centre H i l l  Court. 
During t h i s  time period fewer bungalows and Colonial Revival houses were b u i l t  and more 
American Foursquare designs appeared. Among the best  examples of t he  s t y l e  a r e  the  Cooper 
House at 20 Centre H i l l  Court which i s  stuccoed and features  a Mediterranean influenced 
arcaded front porch, the  house at  22 Centre H i l l  Court which i s  a l so  stuccoed with a front 
porch featuring massive Doric columns on p i e r s ,  and the  Marable House a t  21 Centre H i l l  
Court which i s  a br ick  s t ruc ture  with de l ica te  Colonial Revival features  l i ke  the 
e l l i p t i c a l  fanl ight  over t he  entrance. 

Two ra ther  unusual houses s i tua ted  on the  western crescent o f - C e ~ t r e  H i l l  Court a r e  
the  Eichberg House at 23 Centre H i l l  Court and the  Powell House at  19 Centre H i l l  Court. 
The Eichberg House i s  a large stuccoed bungalow with very accentuated horizontal elements 
such a s  a very low-rise f ront  porch with unusually massive Doric columns supporting a wide 

(See Continuation Sheet # 4 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural  Analysis 

f r i eze .  The Powell House, however, tends t o  accentuate t he  v e r t i c a l  elements of i t s  
d e s i s  with the  use of an a s m e t r i c a l  porch with slender f lu ted  Ionic c o l m s  and 
projecting w a l l  dormers. The house a l s o  features  an asyrrnnetrical facade, clipped gable 
roof,  and an arched hood over t he  g lass  double door entrance. 

Only one house on Centre H i l l  Court postdates 1924. By t h a t  year the  building 
campaigm around Centre H i l l  was nearly completed. With the  construction of the  Tudor 
Revival Urger House at 27 Centre H i l l  Court another ec l ec t i c  s t y l e  was added t o  Centre 
H i l l  Court 's record of ear ly  20th-century r e s iden t i a l  archi tecture .  Bui l t  on a l e s s  
desi rable  l o t  with a steep grade, the  Unger House i s  a one-and-one-half-story br ick 
house with half-timbered gables and heavy wood porch posts .  

A few houses on Centre H i l l  Court a r e  ac tua l ly  duplexes, each with a d i f fe ren t  s t r e e t  
address and facade or ientat ion.  For instance,  houses at  7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 Centre H i l l  
Court a l so  share t he  same building with 216, 212, 210, 206, and 204 North Jefferson 
S t ree t .  Similarly,  houses a t  24, 25, 26, and 27 Centre H i l l  Court a l so  share the  same 
building with 209, 211, 213, and 215 North Adams S t r ee t .  This unusual building pract ice  
allowed the  developer t o  mximize the  number of r e n t a l  un i t s  and minimize the  construction 
of separate houses. 

Early 20th-century dwellings outside Centre H i l l  Court a r e  located on the  north s ide  
of Franklin S t r ee t  and the  eas t  s ide  of North Jefferson S t r ee t  i n  the  middle of the  block. 
They tend t o  be frame o r  br ick,  two-story, American Foursquare s t ruc tures  with e i t h e r  
Colonial Revival o r  Bungalow de t a i l s .  

Besides r e s iden t i a l  archi tecture ,  t he  d i s t r i c t  contains S t .  Joseph's Convent at 123 
Franklin S t r ee t .  This Tudor Revival b r ick  s t ruc ture  with leaaed-glass windows and 
sandstone trim was probably b u i l t  i n  the  1920s. Its pointed-arched recessed entrance with 
carved stone spandrel i s  wel l  executed. 

A l l  t he  s t r e e t s  i n  the  d i s t r i c t  a r e  bordered by concrete walkways and several  houses 
on North Jefferson S t r ee t  have long runs of concrete s teps  ascending from the  s t r e e t  t o  
t h e i r  porches. Many of t he  yards a r e  enclosed by wrought-iron of cast-iron fences a s  i s  
par t  of the  lawn surrounding Centre H i l l  mansion. The c i r cu l a r  park before the  house i s  
an open lawn shaded by la rge  t r ee s .  

Houses on the  southside of the  200 block on Franklin S t ree t  and the  northside of the  
300 block of East Washington S t r ee t  have property l i n e s  t h a t  extend t o  a former 
right-of-way f o r  a spur of the  Atlantic Coastline Railway ( i n  the  19th century, the  
Richmond and Petersburg Railroad). Although the  r a i l  l i n e  once served t o  l i nk  the  
Petersburg Railroad t o  the  indus t r ia l i zed  r iver f ron t  area  t o  t he  north,  the  company has 
relinquished the  right-of-way and abandoned the  t racks ,  which crossed through the  
r e s iden t l a l  block as ear ly  a s  1877. 

(INVENTORY BEINS ON CONTINUATION SHEET # 5  ) 

(See Continuation Sheet # 5 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 123 - zc 
NORTH ADAMS STREFT 

100 BLOCK: 

121: Detached house. Bungalow. Brick ( s t r e t che r  bond) ; 14 s t o r i e s ;  
gable roof (standing seam metal);  3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with 
massive, stuccoed Doric columns, heavy balustrade.  Overhanging eaves with 
exposed r a f t e r s ,  stuccoed cross  gables,. Ca. ear ly  20th century. 

200 BLOCK: 

209 : Detached house. Colonial Revival. Wood frame (weatherboard) ; 

- 2 2 s t o r i e s ;  gable roof; 2 bays; 1-story, 1-side-bay porch with Tuscan 
c o l m s .  E l l i p t i c a l  fanl ight  and s ide l igh ts .  Ca. ear ly  20th century. 

211: Detached house. Vernacular. Wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2; s t o r i e s  ; 

- 3 clipped gable roof (composition); 4 bays; 1-story, 1-bay (center)  porch 
with square columns on p i e r s ,  heavy balustrade.  Ca. ear ly  20th century. 

213: Detached house. Colonial Revival. Ca. 1910. Wood frame (weather- 
board); 2 s to r ies ;  clipped gable roof (standing seam metal);  4 bays; 

.- Lf 1-story-bay (center)  porch with paired Ionic columns, heavy balustrade. 
E l l i p t i c a l  fanl ight  and s ide l igh ts ,  oval  bu l l1  s-eye window on 1st f loor .  
t h e m 1  window i n  a t t i c .  

215: Detached house. T ~ ~ d o r  Revival. Ca. 1920s. Wood frame (half-  
timbered 2nd s to ry) /br ick  ( s t r e t che r  bond); 2; s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof - 4 (composition); 1 gable dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, 1-bay ( s ide)  porch 
with square wooden posts,  b r ick  base. House attached t o  corresponding 
house on Centre H i 1 1  Court, round-arched door. 

CENTRE HILL A W N I F  

00-99 BLOCK: 

3: Detached house. American Foursquare. Ca. 1920. Wood frame 
(weatherboard) ; 24 s t o r i e s  ; hipped roof (standing seam metal) ; 1 hipped 

- b dormer; 2 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with r lu ted  Doric columns, s w l e  
balustrade. 

5: Detached house. American Foursquare. Ca. 1920. Wood frame 
(weatherboard) ; 2; s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal) ; 1 hipped -7 dormer; 2 bays; 1-story, 2-bay porch, Doric columns. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 6 ) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

CDURE HILL COURT 

00-99 BLOCK: 

(Centre H i l l  Mansion): Detached house. Greek Revival. 1823 with 1850 
EAsEMENT addition. Brick (Flemish bond) ; 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal) ; 5 

bays; 1-story, 5 bay porch with f lu ted  Ionic portico,  f u l l  entablature.  English 
basement, i n t e r i o r  end br ick  c h k e y s ,  cupola, 6/6 double-sash windows with 
bull's-eye flanked l i n t e l s ,  e l l i p t i c a l  fanl ight  over entrance flanked by 
s ide l igh ts ,  2-story br ick addit ion b u i l t  ca. 1850 has brick p i l a s t e r s  and f u l l  
entablature.  

6 (Richard C .  Scott  House) : Detached house. Vernacular. 1914. Wood 
frame (shingle);  24 s tor ies ;  gable roof ( s l a t e ) ;  3 bays; 1-story, 2-bay 

, 4 porch with square wooden posts,  simple balustrade. Vert ical  siding 
in gables; house a l so  faces North Jefferson S t ree t .  

7 (Elvira  Andrews House) : Detached house. American Foursquare. 19 18. 
.- 10 Brick ( s t r e t che r  bond); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition); 3 bays; 

1 story,  2-bay porch with square br ick c o l m s ,  simple balustrade. 

8 (Hawks House) : Detached house. Vernacular. 1917. Brick ( s t re tcher  
bond); 1 story; hipped roof (composition); 3 bays; 1-story, 1-bay ( s ide)  

0 I I porch with square br ick c o l m s .  Overhanging bracketed eaves, d e n t i l  
f r ieze .  

9 (F. Harrison House): Detached house. Vernacular. 1917. Brick; 
14 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 1 gable dormer,. 2 bays; 1-story, 

d 1 %  2-bay porch with paired square posts,  simple balustrade. 

10 (Benjamin Harrison House) : Detached house. Vernacular. 1915. 
Brick/stucco; 1; s to r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e ) ;  1 segmental dormer; 

3 3 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with large semicircular-arched br ick loggia. 

11 (Mary G. Harrison House): Detached house. Vernacular. 1914. 
Stucco; 1; s to r i e s ;  gable roof ( s l a t e ) ;  3 gable dormers; 3 bays; 1-story, 214 3 bay porch with tapered square stuccoed c o l m s ,  segmental-arched 
bays. 

12 (Raleigh Powell House) : Detached house. Vernacular. 1918. Stucco; 
/ 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 2-bay 

/ I r  porch with square wooden posts,  pergola-like roof, deck balustrade. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 7 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

CENTRE HILL COTJET (continued) 

00-99 BLOCK (continued) : 

13 (Petroff  House): Detached house. Bungalow. 192 1-23. Brick . 1(0 ( s t r e t che r  bond); 11 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e ) ;  1 hipped dormer; 
3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with square paneled brick columns, so l id  
br ick  balustrade. 

1 4  (Ruth Taylor G i l l  House): Detached house. American Foursquare. 
1914. Wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2; s to r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e )  ; 

A 1' 1 hipped dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with composite co1umns, 
turned balustrade. Bracketed eaves. 

15: Detached house. Bungalow. 1914. Stucco; 1; s to r i e s ;  hipped 

./ \8 roof ( s l a t e ) ;  1 hipped dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with square 
stuccoed columns, so l id  balustrade. 

16 (Elizabeth Barham House) : Detached house. Bungalow. 1914. Wood 
frame (shingle) ;  1; s tor ies ;  gable roof (standing seam metal);  2 bays; 

/ lG1 1-story, 3 bay porch with square wooden posts,  l a t t i c e  balustrade, 
bracketed eaves. Wide, bracketed overhanging eaves. 

16; (Steward House): Detached house. Bungalow. . 1914. Wood f r m  
(weatherboard); 1; s to r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 3 bays; 1-story, ,w 1-bay ( s ide)  porch with r u s t i c  stone columns, s-le balustrade. Decora- 
t ive ly  carved bargeboard ends. 

19 (Hilda Powell House): Detached house. Vernacular. 1921-23. Stucco; 

/ 
21 1; s to r i e s ;  clipped gable roof (slate); 2 gable dormers; 3 bays; 1- 

story,  2-bay porch with f lu ted  Ionic columns. 

20 (M. Cooper House) : Detached house. American Foursquare. 1919. 
/ 
$2, Stucco; 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof ( s l a t e ) ;  1 hipped dormer; 2 bays; 1- 

story,  3-bay porch with square stuccoed columns, arched bays. 

21 (Marable House): Detached house. American Foursquare. 1921-23. 
,23 Brick ( s t re tcher  bond) ; 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition) ; 2 bays; 

1-story, 2-bay porch with paired slender square posts.  

22 (I. Cooper House ) : Detached house. American Foursquare. 19 19. 
-Td Stucco; 23 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 1 hipped dormer; 2 bays; 

1-story, 3-bay porch with heavy Doric c o l m s  on p i e r s ,  stuccoed bal- 
ustrade. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 8 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

CENTRE HILL COURT (continued) 

00-99 BLOCK (continued): 

23 (Rosa Eichberg House) : Detached house. Bungalow. 1917. Stucco; 
-t4 5/15 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition); 1 hipped dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, 

3-bay porch with heavy Doric c o l m s ,  wide entablature.  

24 (Esther Levi t t  House): Detached house. Colonial Revival. 1915. 
, Wood frame (weatherboard); 23  s t o r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 2 

bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with Doric columns. 

25 (I.A. Murtchen House): Detached house. Bungalow. 1914. Wood 
-27 frame (weatherboard) ; 1; s to r i e s ;  clipped gable roof (composition) ; 

3 bays; 1-story, 1-bay (center)  porch with paired square wooden columns. 

26 (Percy H. Baxter House) : Detached house. Colonial Revival. 1915. . ' 2  Wood frame (weatherboard) ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal) ; 
4 bays; 1-story, 1-bay (center)  porch with paired Ionic columns. 

27 (Mollie Unger House): Detached house. Tudor Revival. After 1924. 
Brick ( i r r egu la r  bond) ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (composition) ; 1 gable 

, 2' dormer; 3 bays; I-story, 1-bay ( s ide)  porch with t r i p l e d  wooden posts,  
b l f  timbered pediment. 

29 (Schoenbaum House) : Detached house. Bungalow. 192 1-23. Wood 
.-3D frame (weatherboard)/stucco; 13 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 

1 shed dormer; 4 bays; I-story, +bay porch with heavy Doric c o l m s .  

30 (Centre H i l l  Apartments): Apartment building. Colonial Revival. 
3 1915. Brick ( s t r e t che r  bond); 5 s to r i e s ;  f lat  roof; 13 bays; 1-story, 

1-bay (center)  porch with square br ick  columns. 

FRANKLIN STREET 

100 BLOCK: 

109 (S t .  Joseph Convent) : Convent, Tudor Revival. Ca. 1920. Brick - 32. ( i r r egu la r  bond) ; 2 s t o r i e s ;  parapet roof; 5 bays. Leaded-glass windows, 
stone s t r i n g  course, pointed-arched, recessed stone entrance embellished 
with carving. 

123 (Gibbons High School): School. Vernacular. Early 20th century. 
3 Brick ( s t r e t che r  bond); 2 s to r i e s ;  parapet roof; 3 bays. Tr iple  1/1 

double-sash irindows . 

(See Continuation Sheet # 9 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

FRANKLIN STREET (continued) 

100 BLOCK (continued): 

131: Detached house. Modified &een Anne. Ca. 1900. Wood f r a m  
, 5f (weatherboard); 23 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 4 bays; 

1-story, 4-bay porch with square wooden posts ,  simple balustrade, 
bracketed modillion cornice. Projecting gables. 

. 137: Vacant l o t .  

141: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1890. Wood frame (weather- 
board); 23 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, +bay 
porch with paired wooden posts,  spindle f r i eze ,  s t i c k  balustrade. 

145: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1890. Wood frame (weather- - 37 board); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay 
porch with paired wooden posts,  spindle f r i eze ,  p a r t i a l l y  screened. 

200 BLOCK: 

212: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1890. Wood frame (weather- 
,?$ board); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 

3-bay porch with turned posts ,  paneled and bracketed f r i eze ,  sawnwork. 
Bay window with conical roof.  

2 14 : Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1890. Wood frame (shingle ) ; 

, 3q 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal);  3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay 
porch with turned posts ,  turned balustrade, s c r o l l  brackets, paneled 
f r ieze .  Window with conical roof.  

215: Detached house. Colonial Revival. Ca. 1910. Wood frame (weather- 
./ 40 board); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal);  1 hipped dormer; 

3 bays; 1-story, 1-bay (center)  porch with Ionic c o l m s ,  balustraded 
deck. E l l i p t i c a l  fanlight over entrance with s ide l igh ts .  

217: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1900. Wood frame (weather- 
1 board); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 

?-bay porch with square wooden columns, simple balustrade. 

218: Detached house. Vernacular. Early t o  mid-19th century. Wood 
frame (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (standing seam metal); - 4' 5 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with square wooden colunms, turned bal- 
ustrade. 2 ex te r ior  end br ick chhneys at eas t  gable end, 2-story 
l a t e r a l  addit ion.  

(See Continuation Sheet # 10 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory 

FRANKLIN STREET (continued) 

200 BLOCK (continued) : 

222: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1900. Wood frame (weather- 
"43 board); 2 s tor ies ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 

3-bay porch with square wooden columns, turned balustrade. Bracketed 
eaves. 

223: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1920. Wood frame (weather- 
., dL4 board); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 

1-bay (center)  porch with square wooden posts on br ick  p ie rs .  

226: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame 

, (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays; 
1-story, 2-bay porch with square wooden columns; low, s-le balustrade. T a l l ,  
narrow double-hung windows, I ta l lanate-s tyle  influence. 

2 2 :  Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1900. Wood frame (weather- . board); 2 s tor ies ;  hipped roof; 2 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with square 
wooden posts,  simple balustrade. Bracketed cornice. 

230: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1900. Wood frame (shingle);  
, d'7 2 s tor ies ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal);  3 bays; 1-story, 1-bay 

( s ide)  porch with turned posts.  

HENRY STREET 

200 BLOCK: 

209-211: Double house. I t a l i ana t e .  Mid-19th century. Stucco; 2 
, qa s tor ies ;  hipped roof; 6 bays; 2 porches, 2 bays each, square wooden 

posts ,  simple balustrade. Segmental molded window heads, bracketed 
eaves, cen t ra l  b r ick  chinmey. Each porch i s  one story.  

2 1 -  15 : Double house. I t a l i ana t e  . Mid-19th century. Brick ( s t re tcher  
bond); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof; 6 bays; 2 porches: 1-story each, 2 

d fi  bays on one porch, 3 bays on other porch, square wooden posts ,  simple 
balustrade. Molded segmental window heads, bracketed eaves, cen t ra l  
chimey. 

217-219: Double house. I t a l i ana t e .  Mid-19th century. Brick ( s t re tcher  
- 0  bond); 2 s tor ies ;  hipped roof; 6 bays; 2 porches: 1 story each, 1 

bay each ( s ide ) ,  square wooden posts ,  shed roofs.  Molded segmental 
window heads, bracketed eaves, cen t ra l  chimney. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 11 ) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

NORTH JEFFERSON STREET 

100 BLOCK: 

103: Detached house. Greek Revival. Mid-19th century. Brick (5- 
course American bond); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof; 3 bays; 1-story, 1-bay 
s ide)  porch with f lu ted  Doric portico,  cast-iron r a i l i ngs .  

107: Detached house. Victorian I t a l i ana t e .  Late 19th century. Brick 
( s t re tcher  bond); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof; 4 bays; 1-story, 4-bay porch 
with turned posts,  spindle fl-ieze, bracketed eaves, spindle brackets, 4' turned ba lus te r  and spindle balustrade. Bay window with ornamental 
t e r r a  co t t a  spandrels, buff-colored br ick  interspersed with yellow 
and red bricks,  stone segmental window heads on 2nd f loor ,  paired 
brackets and den t i l s  below molded cornice, wrought-iron fence across 
f ron t .  

\: ' 
5 3 vacant l o t .  

111: Detached house. &een Anne. Ca. 1890. Wood frame (weather- 
board); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof; 2 bays; 1-story, 4-bay porch with square - ~ j 4  wooden columns, broken pediment over entrance bay, simple balustrade. 
Large bay window, bracketed and paneled f r i eze ,  wrought-iron fence 
across f ron t ,  molded window cornices. 

120: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 2 s to r ies ;  gable roof; 3 bays; 1-story, +bay porch 
with turned posts,  sawnwork, bracketed eaves. 

1 :  Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame . gL. (weatherboard); 24 s to r i e s ;  gable roof ( s l a t e ) ;  4 bays; 1-story, 3- 
bay porch with Tuscan columns, turned balustrade, balustraded deck. 

1 2 - 2 6 :  Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1920. Stucco; 1; s tor ies ;  
- 67 m s a r d  roof ( s l a t e ) ;  2 shed dormers, 1 gable dormer; 4 bays; 2 porches: 

1 story each, 1 bay each ( s ide ) ,  wooden posts  on br ick  p ie rs .  

(See Continuation Sheet # 1 2  ) 



NPS Form 10.900.. 
13-82) 

0 x 8  .Yo. 1 0 2 4 - 0 0 2 6  
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

CEN3.E HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT, PETERSBURG, VA 
Continuation sheet #12 Item number 7 Page 12  

7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

N O m  JEFFERSON STRFET (continued) 

100 BLOCK (continued):. 

125: Detached house. American Foursquare. Ca. 1920. Wood frame 
,68 (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal) ;  1 hipped 

dormer; 2 bays; 1-story, 2-bay porch with heavy stuccoed c o l m s  on 
br ick  p i e r s ,  turned balustrade.  Tr i -par t i te  windows. 

2 :  Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1910. Wood frame (weatherboard); 
,~;q 2; s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 1 segmental dormer; 

4 bays; 1-story, 4-bay porch with tapered wooden columns on br ick p ie rs ,  
s-le balustrade. 

133: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1910. Wood frame (aluminum); 
.bo 2a s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal);  1 s e p e n t a l  dormer; 

3 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with Tuscan c o l m s ,  s t i c k  balustrade.  

130: Detached house. American Foursquare. Ca. 1920. Wood frame 
(weatherboard) ; 2; s t o r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal) ; 1 gable 

-6' dormer; 2 bays; 1-story, 2-bay porch with f l u t ed  Ionic c o l m s ,  simple 
balustrade.  

137-139: Double house. Vernacular. Ca. 1920. Wood frame (1s t  f loor  
weatherboard/2nd f loor  shingle) ;  2 s to r ies ;  hipped roof; 1 gable dormer; 

,bL 6 bays; 2 porches: 1 story each, 1 bay each ( s i d e ) ,  paneled square 
wooden columns with elaborately carved cap i t a l s ,  d e n t i l  f r i eze ,  simple 
balustrade,  low bracketed gable roofs.  Wide overhanging eaves with 
exposed r a f t e r s .  

200 BLOCK: 

203: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame 
,b5  (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof;  3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch 

with turned posts ,  spindle f r ieze ,  bracketed f r i eze ,  simple balustrade.  

204: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1920. Stucco; 2 s to r i e s ;  gable 
* b4 roof (composition); 3 bays; 1-story, 4-bay porch with square wooden 

columns, Tuscan columns, broken pediment over entrance bay. 

205: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1910. Wood frame (weather- - board); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof; 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with turned 
posts ,  paneled f r i eze ,  turned balustrade,  bracketed eaves. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 13 ) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

NORTH JEFFEFSON STREET (continued) 

200 BLOCK (continued) : 

206: Detached house. Vernacular. Ca. 1920. Wood frame (2nd f loor  
, (pb weatherboard)/brick (1s t  f l oo r  s t re tcher  bond); 23 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof 

(composition); 1 segmental dormer; 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with square 
br ick columns, enclosed upper gal lery.  

209: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame 
,b7 (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof; 4 bays; 1-story, 4-bay porch with 

wrought-iron supports. Double entrance with transoms above. 

/ 
& 8 210: Detached house. American Foursquare. Ca. 1920. Brick ( s t re tcher  bond) ; 

2; s to r i e s ;  gable roof; 2 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with Tuscan columns. 

"211: Detached house. Contemporary. 1970s. Wood frame (aluminum) ; 1 story; 
a b4 gable roof (composition) ; 4 bays. Noncontributing. 

212: Detached house. American Foursquare. Ca. 1920. Brick ( s t re tcher  bond); 
d qO 2 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof; 3 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with square br ick c o l m s ,  

bracketed eaves. Dentil  f r ieze .  

215: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Brick ( s t re tcher  bond); 
2 s to r ies ;  gable roof; 3 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with square br ick p ie rs ,  
so l id  br ick  balustrade. Originally weatherboarded, l a t e r  br ick veneered. 

216: Detached house. American Foursquare. Ca. 1920. Brick ( s t r e t che r  bond); 
_yZ 2 s tor ies ;  hipped roof; 3 bays; I-story, 3-bay porch with square br ick columns, 

s-le balustrade,  bracketed eaves. Dentil  f r ieze .  

219: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame - q 3  (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof; 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with turned 
~ o s t s .  s ~ i n d l e  f r ieze .  bracketed eaves. - 8 b  izs': -vatad- I<+- 

EAST WASHINGTON STREET 

300 BLOCK 

304-306 : Double house. Greek Revival. Mid-19th century. Wood frame _ 14 (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (composition); 4 bays; 2 porches: 1 story 
each, 1 bay each ( s ide ) ,  paneled square c o l m s ,  f u l l  entablature.  In t e r io r  
br ick chimneys, o r ig ina l  porticoes.  

311: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame 
.-?4 (weatherboard); 1 story; hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 

2-bay porch with turned posts.  

( S e e  Continuation Sheet # 1 4  ) 



NPS Farm IC.OW.. 
WI 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

CENTRE HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT, PETERSBURG, VA 
Cont~nuat~on sheet #14 Item number 7 Page 14 

7. DESCRIPTION -- Inventory: 

EAST WASHINGTON STREET (continued) 

300 BLOCK (continued) 

312: Detached house. Vernacular. Mid-19th century. Wood frame -Ib (weatherboard); b r ick  (Flemish bond); 1 story; hipped roof (standing seam 
metal); 3 bays. 

1 :  Detached house. Vernacular. ca. 1930. Wood frame (weatherboard); 11 
,Id s tor ies ;  gable roof (composition) ; 1 hipped wall dormer; 2 bays; 1-story, 2-bay 

porch with Tuscan columns, broken pediment over entrance bay. 

315: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame 
, la (weatherboard); 1 story; hipped roof (standing seam metal); 2 bays; 1-story, 

1-bay ( s ide )  porch with square wooden posts.  

318-320: Double house. Vernacular. Early t o  mid-19th century. Wood frame 
(weatherboard); 24 s to r i e s ;  gable roof (standing seam metal); 3 gable dormers; 6 

, bays; 1-story, 4-bay porch with turned posts,  turned balustrade, spindle f r ieze ,  
bracketed eaves. Exterior end br ick chimneys. 

319: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame 

,I@ (weatherboard); 1 story; hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 
2-bay porch with sawn wooden supports flanked by sawnwork. Decorative 
bargeboard, cen t r a l  br ick chimney. 

322-1211: Detached house. Greek Revival. Mid-19th century with l a t e  
19th-century addition. Wood frame (weatherboard); 2 s to r i e s ;  gable roof 

, " (standing seam metal); 6 bays; 1-story, 6-bay porch with turned posts,  bracketed 
eaves, turned and p la in  balustrade. 

323: Detached house. Vernacular. Late 19th century. Wood frame (shingle) ; 2 
,gL. s tor ies ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story porch, paneled and 

bracketed f r ieze .  

325 : Detached house. I t a l i ana t e .  Mid-19th century. Wood frame (shingle) ; 2 

$3 s to r i e s ;  hipped roof (standing seam metal); 3 bays; 1-story, 3-bay porch with 
, square wooden columns, simple balustrade. Bracketed cornice, round-arched 

paired 2nd-floor windows, i n t e r i o r  end br ick chimneys. 

331: Detached house. Dutch Colonial. ca. 1930. Brick ( s t re tcher  bond); 
, and stucco; 2 s to r i e s ;  gambrel roof (composition); 2 bays; 1-story, 1-bay ( s ide)  

porch with slender wooden posts  with ornamental sawnwork, gable roof. 

335: Detached house. Vernacular. ca. 1900. Wood frame (shingle);  1 4  s to r ies ;  
.- 3( gable roof (standing seam metal);  4 bays; 1-story, +bay porch with turned 

posts,  sawnwork. Bracketed cornice, decorative sawn gable panel. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
-- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 

1700-1 799 
X - 1800-1899 
x. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . community planning landscape a rch i te~ ture~~ . .  religion 
archeology-historic conservation . . law . science 
agriculture e c o n o m i c s  - -  literalure .- sculpture 

_?! architecture education 2 military social1 
. -  art . - engineering _ _  music humanitarian 

commerce explorationlsettlement philosophy -theater 
communications . industry politicslgovernment -transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 
-. 

Specific date 
-- 

BuilderIArchitect n/a 

STATDENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Located i n  one of t he  four o r ig ina l  wards of Petersburg, i n  proximity t o  t he  c i t y ' s  
downtown commercial area ,  t he  Centre H i l l  His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  i s  an a rch i tec tura l ly  
in te res t ing  enclave of 19th-century and early-20th-century r e s iden t i a l  buildings irnnured 
on a l l  s ides  by more recent commercial, i ndus t r i a l ,  and m i c i p a l  development. The 
d i s t r i c t  takes its name f r o m  t he  ca. 1823 m s i o n  of Robert Bolling (1759-1839) cal led 
Centre H i l l ,  an h p o r t a n t  and well  hown example of Petersburg archi tecture  a t  i t s  
grandest that has notable associat ions  with the  v i s i t s  of two American presidents t o  
Petersburg. Unt i l  t he  second decade of t h i s  century, t he  elegant mansion stood 
prominently on a ten-acre square of gardens and undeveloped parkland overlooking homes, 
tenements, warehouses, s t o r e s  and shops t o  t he  north, as wel l  as a fashionable r e s iden t i a l  
neighborhood t o  the  e a s t  and south. With the  s a l e  of Centre H i l l  Square by Charles H a l l  
Davis i n  1910 f o r  development by the  Centre H i l l  Development Corporation. and the  rapid 
growth of Petersburg which followed the  outbreak of World War I1 the  s e t t i n g  of the  
s t a t e ly  br ick dwelling changed radical ly .  Between 1914 and 1923, the  once grand Centre 
H i l l  e s t a t e  was transformed i n t o  a court-shaped urban r e s iden t i a l  development, t yp i ca l  of 
m y  b u i l t  i n  American c i t i e s  i n  the  same period, yet  unique i n  maintaining the  venerable 
antebellum mansion as the  foca l  point .  With i t s  successive examples of Federal, Greek 
Revival, I t a l i ana t e ,  Queen Anne, and ear ly  20th-century ec l ec t i c  s t y l e s ,  t he  d i s t r i c t  
r e f l e c t s  Petersburg's evolution a s  a c i t y  from the  mid-nineteenth century through the  
Progressive Era. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Centre H i l l ,  t h e  mansion fo r  which t he  Centre H i l l  His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  i s  named, was 
b u i l t  i n  ca. 1823 f o r  Robert Bolling, a member of one of Petersburg's  most Prominent 
families and himself the  town's wealthiest  c i t i z e n  and householder. Members of the  
Bolling family acquired land i n  what i s  now Petersburg ear ly  i n  the  18th century, and by 
the  end of the  Revolution, t h e i r  holdings extended betweyn o ld  Petersburg and Blandford 
towns, from the  present Sycamore S t ree t  t o  Lieutenant Run. With t he  incorporation of the  
Bolling property i n t o  t he  la rger  borough of Petersburg i n  1784, Robert Bolling opened a 
section of h i s  land ca l led  Bolling Brook f o r  development as one of the  new borough's four  
wards. The Bolling development encompassed for ty  acres  between the  Appomattox River and 
present East Bank S t r ee t  on which Bolling imposed a g r id  plan of town s t r e e t s ,  squares, 
and s ix jy  l o t s  t h a t  extended from west t o  eas t  from the  present F i r s t  S t ree t  t o  Madison 
S t ree t .  Boll ing developed t h i s  land on the  bas i s  of annual ground r en t s ,  a prac i c e  
then commn t o  other towns such as Norfolk. Alexandria., Baltimore, and Philadelphia.' To 
the  south of t h i s  planned development lay other  Bolling property, including three  large 
and open squares ca l led  West H i l l ,  Centre H i l l ,  and East H i l l .  Early the  s i t e  of a 
Bolling warehouse and residence, West H i l l  soon became the  borough's courthouse square 
with courthouse, prison,  church, and o ther  public buildings. From the  second quar ter  of 
the  18th-century East H i l l  had served as the  s i t e  of t he  venerable Bolling m s i o n  cal led 
Bollingbrook. Between these  two proper t ies  lay the  square ca l led  Centre H i l l ,  which 
served u n t i l  t he  erect ion of t he  mansion as a park and m i l i t i a  m s t e r  ground. From Centre 
H i l l  departed the  Petersburg Volunteers of the  W a r  of 1812. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 15 ) 



NPS Form 10.900.a 
0 8 2 )  

O N 8  d o .  1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8  
E x p i r e 5  1 0 - 1 1 - 6 7  

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventor Nomination Form 

T# CENTRE HILL HIS RIC DISTRICT, PETERSBURG, VA 

Continuation sheet #I5 Item number 8 Page 1 

8. SIGNIFICANCE -- His tor ica l  Background 

The construction date of Robert Bolling's  m s i o n  at Centre H i l l  can be inferred from 
the loca l  land t a x  records which show an increased assessment of $10,000 f o r  improvements 
added t o  Centre H i l l  and other vacant l o t s  by 1825. No doubt t he  Federal elements and 
design d e t a i l s  of the  present dwelling a l l  date t o  t h i s  period, r e f l ec t ing  the opulence of 
i ts  owner. While no M h e r  improvements were mde  t o  Centre H i l l  during Robert Bolling's 
l i fe t ime,  t he  property appreciated i n  value during &he 1830s a f t e r  seventy addit ional l o t s  
were l a i d  out t o  t h e  south of t he  mansion by 1831. By 1840 Centre H i l l ,  with i t s  square 
formed by Jefferson, Franklin, Adams, and Henry s t r e e t s ,  formed the  nucleus of a 
fashionable r e s iden t i a l  area  t h a t  radiated outward from the mansion along Franklin, 
Washington, Wythe, Marshall, and Tulip s t r e e t s .  The residence at 218 Franklin S t ree t  and 
at 318-320 and 322-324 East Washington S t ree t ,  103 N .  Jefferson S t ree t ,  together with 
Centre H i l l ,  survive from t h i s  now-vanished ear ly  19th-century neighborhood. 

Upon Robert Bolling's  death, the  mansion a t  Centre H i l l  with numerous other homes, 
tenements, s to res ,  and shops, was devised by w i l l  t o  Robert Buckner Bolling, h i s  oldest  
son. During h i s  proprietorship,  Robert B. Bolling undertook two major building campaign 
a t  Centre H i l l ,  each of which increased the  value of t he  property by $5,000. 7 
Irqrovements recorded i n  t he  land tax  book of 1842 probably r e f e r  t o  changes t o  the  roof, 
t o  the  Greek i n t e r i o r s  on the  f i r s t  f loor  a s  well as t o  t he  two verandas on the north 
facades with t h e i r  modified Greek Ionic entablatures and columns. The bprovements 
reflected f o r  the  first time in the  1850 tax  records r e f e r  t o  the  addit ion of the  present 
east  wing at  t ha t  time. 

Following the Siege of Petersburg, i n  which the  mansion suffered a r t i l l e r y  d m g e ,  
Major General G.L. Hartsuff, D i s t r i c t  C o m d e r  of Northern forces m d e  Centre H i l l  h i s  
headquarter he q e e t e d  President Abraham Lincoln on Lincoln's v i s i t  t o  Petersburg 
on April 7 ,  1865. A t  Centre H i l l ,  on September 26, 1865, plans were a l so  mde  for  the  
establishment of a l oca l  court of conci l ia t ion f o r  blacks, many of whom were newly freed 
from slavery.9 From Reconstruction t o  t he  end of t he  19th century, Centre H i l l  continued 
i n  the stewardship of t he  Bolling family. Maps of Petersburg published i n  1877 and 1892 
both ident i fy  t he  m s i o n  as t h e  residence of Robert B. Bolling. By 1877 two outbuildings 
flanked the mansion m e d i a t e l y  t o  the  eas t  and west, while a t h i r d  s t ructure  (perhaps the 
present dwelling at North Jefferson but then a s tab le )  fronted on the  otherwise 
undeveloped west s ide of Jefferson S t ree t .  To the r ea r  of t he  m s i o n ,  on the  s i t e  of the  
old m i l i t i a  grounds, were meandering paths with gardens. A semicircular driveway 
approached the north facade of the mansion fkom Henry S t ree t .  The maps a l so  indicate  
that, i n  addit ion t o  t he  dwellings at 218 Franklin S t r e e t ,  and 318-3211 East Washington 
S t r ee t ,  a l l  the  other high s ty l e ,  19th-century residences which have survived i n  the  

(See Continuation Sheet # 16 ) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- His tor ica l  Background (continued) 

dis t r ic t - - the  i q r e s s i v e  t r i o  of I t a l i a n a t e  double houses on Henry S t r ee t ,  then owned by 
H. Davis; the  ref ined Greek Revival house at 103 North Jefferson; the  I t a l i a n a t e  house at 
325 East Washington S t r ee t  and the  modified I t a l i ana t e  dwelling at 107 and 11 North 
Jefferson S t ree t  were standing by 1877. The unusual configuration of l o s t s  i n  the  block 
formed by the  in te rsec t ion  of North Jefferson,  Franklin, North Madison, and East 
Washington s t r e e t s  originated with the  extension by 1877 of a connection l i n e  between a 
network of ra i l roads  along the  industr ia l ized r iver f ron t  t o  t he  north and the  Petersburg 
rai l  l i n e  t o  t he  south. The F. W. Beers m p  of Petersburg reveals  that i n  1877 Robert B. 
Bolling of Centre H i l l  owned both improved and unimproved l o t s  i n  t he  300 Block of E. 
Washington S t r ee t ,  including the  present houses at 318-322 and 322 E. Washington S t ree t  
and the  l o t s  on which now stand 319 and 323 E. Washington S t r ee t .  The Beers m p  shows 
clear ly  t he  character of that block t o  be, then as l a t e r ,  exclusively res iden t ia l .  By 
inference, t he  more modest one-story dwellings at 311 and 315 East Washington S t ree t  the  
row of two-story frame houses a t  203, 205, 209, 215, and 219 North Jefferson S t ree t ;  and 
the  Queer0 Anne houses at 131 Franklin S t r ee t ,  date  t o  the  last decade of the  19th 
century. 

Long a symbol of Petersburg's antebellum affluence, Centre H i l l  became a symbol of 
national reunion and sect ional  reconci l ia t ion when Republican President William Howard 
Taft v i s i t e d  Centre H i l l  while i n  Petersburg on May 19, 1909 t o  unveil  the  Hartranft 
monument t o  the  Pennsylvanians and t h e i r  general, who fought i n  t he  Siege of Petersburg. 
After a reception ins ide  and a luncheon on 13e lawn, Taft  addressed the  c i t i z ens  of 
Petersburg from the  nor th  por t ico of the  house. 

The Ta f t  v i s i t  t o  Centre H i l l  served as prologue t o  the  subdivision of t he  square by 
Charles Hall Davis, who had purchased Centre H i l l  i n  1901. I n  1910 Davis sold a l l  of the  
Centre H i l l  property but the  mansion and a cen t r a l  court of woodland t o  John W. Hayes f o r  
$25,000 fo r  development by t@ newly formed Centre H i l l  Company ( l a t e r  hown a s  the  Centre 
H i l l  Building Corporation). The preservation of a designated c i r c l e  with cedars and 
walks was assured by i t s  sa l e  t o  a r e l a t ed  company, Centre H i l l  Court, Inc. ,  f o r  $2,500. 
The same men served a s  t ru s t ee s  f o r  both companies: J . W .  Seward, W . J .  Rahily, W.A. Worth, 
L.A. Rosenstock, Ph i l ip  Rogers, and H.L. Golsan. Davis re ta ined the  mansion and m e d i a t e  
grounds a s  l o t  number one of t he  new subdivision, while the  development firm parcelled of f  
the  remainder of t he  square i n t o  twenty-nine l o t s ,  none of which had been improved at the  
time of t h e i r  purchase. 

The subsequent development of the  square as wel l  as the  construction of other ear ly  
20th-century houses found i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  i s  closely r e l a t ed  t o  Petersburg's phenomenal 
growth a f t e r  t he  outbreak of World War I i n  Europe. The establishment of war-related 
industr ies  at Hopewell, most notably t he  Hopewell m i t i o n s  plant  of the  Dupont 
corporation, caused an unexpected surge i n  the  population of Petersburg, which rose from 
25,000 inhabitants t o  35,000 inhabitants between 1914 and 1916. In order t o  accommodate 
t h i s  new population, Petersburg undertook and successfully car r ied  out a renarkable 

(See Continuation Sheet # 17 ) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- His tor ica l  Background (continued) 

building program. Thousands of new homes were erected i n  t he  c i t y  during t he  war period. 
Between 1914 and 191613he value of new construction i n  the  c i t y  increased by 450% and 
monthly r en t s  by 150%. 

This remarkable building campais  i s  superbly represented by the  var ie ty  of Bungalow, 
Shingle, Colonial Revival, Four-square, and Spanish Colonial Revival-style houses erected 
on Centre H i l l  Court between 1914 and 1923, and by the  Centre H i l l  Apartment Building, one 
of Petersburg's f i r s t  mlt iple-family  dwellings, constructed t o  the  north of t he  mansion 
i n  1915. Residential  buildings from the  same boom period a r e  a l s o  located i n  the  d i s t r i c t  
on the  north s ide  of Franklin S t r ee t  and on the  ea s t  s ide  of North Jefferson S t r ee t  i n  the  
middle of t he  block. 

By 1924, a l l  but one of t he  l o t s  on Centre H i l l  Court had been %qxoved.l4 According 
t o  the  Petersburg City Directory fo r  t h a t  year, occupations of male res idents  on the  court 
and N.  Jefferson S t r ee t  ranged from attorneys and propr ie tors  of wholesale, r e t a i l  and 
department s to res  t o  insurance agents, engineers, and bank executives, nearly a l l  of whom 
l i s t e d  t h e i r  business address at nearby Sycamore S t r ee t ,  the  pr inc ipa l  commercial s t r e e t  
i n  Petersburg. Tenants at  t he  Centre H i l l  Apartments - bookkeepers, c lerks ,  salespersons, 
factory foremen, as well  as a number of professionals and self-employed businessmen - a l so  
worked on Sycamore S t r ee t  by day. Householders on East Washington S t ree t  between 
Jefferson and Madison s t r e e t s  tended t o  be engaged i n  mechanical occupations, while those 
on North J e f  rson S t r ee t  included a number of engineers and garment and clothing s to re  
proprietors.  33 

With the  construction of S t .  Joseph's Convent on Franklin S t r ee t  i n  the  Tudor Revival 
s t y l e  by 1930, t he  Centre H i l l  His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  came t o  assume the  general appearance 
which it pro jec t s  today. I n  1937, Edgar S. Bowling purchased the  Centre H i l l  mansion from 
the  Davis family and gave it t o  the  National Park Service t o  be used a s  a museum, which 
was formally opened i n  1950. In 1952 Centre H i l l  was deeded t o  the  Petersburg Bat t l e f ie ld  
Museum Corporation. Now owned by the  c i t y  and a major t r a v e l  dest inat ion of v i s i t o r s  
a t t r ac t ed  t o  Petersburg by i t s  remarkable col lect ion of well  preserved h i s t o r i c  buildings, 
the  house serves as a loca l  h i s to ry  and military mseum and i s  being restored.  

l~ames  G. Scott  and Edward A. Wyatt, N, Petersburg's Story: A History (Petersburg: 
T i t m s  Optical Co., 1960), pp. 17, 34, 35. 

'virginia S ta te  Library, Archives Division, Special  Maps Collection: Petersburg, 
1783. 

(See Continuation Sheet # 18 ) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- Footnotes (continued) 

3~cott and Wyatt, Petersburg's Story: A History, p. 52. 

'James H. Bailey et al., Old Petersburg (Richmond: Hale Publishing Co., 1976), pp. 
98-99. 

5~inwiddie County, Land Tax Books, 1815-1828. 

6~inwiddie County, Land Tax Books, 1828-1840; Virginia State Library, Archives 
Division Special Maps Collection; Petersburg, 1831. 

7~inwiddie County, Land Tax Books, 1840-1850. 

'James H. Bailey et al., Old Petersburg, p. 98-99. 

9~illiam D. Henderson, The Unredeemed City: Reconstruction in Petersburg, Virginia, 
1865-1874 (Washington, DC: University Press of America, 1977), PP. 13, 27, 47. 

'%irginia State Library, Archives Division, Special mps Collection: Petersburg, 
1877, 1892. 

''James H. Bailey et al., Old Petersburg, p.98-99. 

12city of Petersburg, Land Tax Books, 1910-1915. 

13~eroy Hodges, Petersburg: Economic and micipal, (Petersburg: Petersburg 
Chamber of Commerce, 1917), pp. 123-124. 

14city of Petersburg, Land Tax Books, 1924, 

15~etersburg City Directop (Richmond: Hill Directory Co., 1924). 
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"LL$ I d 8 1 d Q l d  L 4 l I a d a l 1 o l  
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification Beginnlnq at a polnt (A) on the S side of Henry 
St. at the SE corner of the lntersectlon of Henry St. and N. Adarns St.; thence approxl- 
mately 640' S along E slde of N. Adarns St. to a polnt (B) on the E side of N. Adarns 
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9. BIBLICGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (continued) 

Virginia State Library, Archives Division, Special Maps Collection: Petersburg 1783, 
1831, 1877, 1892, and 1930. 

10. GECGRAPHICAL DATA -- Verbal Boundary Description & Boundary Justification 

St.; thence approximately 60' E to a pint , C ) ;  thence approximately 215' S to a pint 
(Dl on the N side of Franklin St.; thence approximately 590 E along N side of Franklin 
St. to a pint (E); thence approximately 250' S to a pint (F); thence approximately 225' 
NE to a pint (G) ; thence approximately 100' S to a pint (H) on the north side of East 
Washington Street; thence approximately 100' W along said side of street to a pint (I); 
thence approximately 210' S to a pint (J); thence approximtely 310' E to a pint (K); 
thence approximately 210' N to a pint (L) on the north side of East Washington Street; 
thence approximately 150' E to a pint (M) at the northwest corner of East Washington 
and Madison streets; thence approximately 235' N along the west side of Madison Street 
to a pint (N) at the southwest corner of Madison and Franklin streets; thence approximtely 
300' W along the south side of Franklin Street to a pint (0)  ; thence approximately 160' 
N to a pint (PI; thence approximately 150' W to a pint (Q); thence approximately 610' 
N to a pint (R) on the south side of Henry Street; thence approximately 150' W to a pint 
(S) at the southeast corner of Henry and N. Jefferson streets; thence approximately 100' 
N to a pint (T) ; thence approximately 175 ' W to a pint (U) ; thence approximately 100' 
S to a pint (V) on the south side of Henry Street; thence approximately 300' W along 
the south side of Henry Street to the pint of origin. 

Boundary Justification: 

The boundaries of the Centre Hill Historic District were drawn to include the imnediate 
residential neighborhood that surrounds Centre Hill Court and the Centre Hill mansion. 
Encircled by incompatible mdern development, the district does not include industrial 
and comrcial properties north of Henry Street, municipal buildings and parking lots 
west of N. Adarns Street, corronercial strip architecture, and vacant lots along E. Washington 
Street west of N. Jefferson Street, and Interstate 95 development east of N. Madison Street. 

UTM REFERENCES: 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS: 

2. Centre Hill Mansion 
DHL File No. 123-57 
Division of Historic Landmarks 
221 Governor Street 
Richmnd, Virginia 23219 
Listed - National Register of Historic Places, 1972. 
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