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PESCRlEE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE )
The Thomas Wallace House at the cornmer of South Market and Brown Streets was
constructed circa 1855, Designed in the Italianate Style that flourished in
the last decade before the Givil War, the house is constructed of pressed
brick, two-stories high on a raised basement, surmounted by a bracketed
cornice and low hipped roof. The cornice treatment is repeated 'to the rear
of the house on a one-story service wing of pressed brick on a raised base-
ment., )

CONDITION

The front facade of the house is dominated by a Greek Revival porch surround-
ing the recessed sidelighted entrance, flanked by Greek Revival pilasters.
The frieze of the porch is decorated with sawn-work brackets. The original
porch appears now as only an extension of a later Georgian Revival porch
added atter 1903 that ends in a round pavilion. The pavilion is supported

by six fluted Greek Doric columns, the capitals being Georgian Revival adaptal
tions. A full Greek Doric frieze with diminished architrave is surmounted byl
a conical rxoof and metal roof finial. The floor of the original porch is
laid with alternating blecks of black and white marble, while the floor of
the porch addition is laid in polychrome tile., The railing surrounding the
pavilion consists of balusters of cast iron, and supporting the Georgian
Revival porch are six fluted cast iron miniature columns.

Each window in the main block of the house is decorated by a cast iron win-
dow hood. The window hoods have egg-and-dart moldings and are supported at
each end by scrolled consoles,

The three section windows on the front facade of the house are original, but
the sashes have been replaced with the one-over-one sashes in the center and
multiple-pane sashes in the sidelights. Original sashes remain in the side
windows and the serxvice wing. Two round-headed french windows open to a
wrought iron balcony at the Brown Street side of the house. "The windows are
decorated with cast iron window hoods ending in leaf cluster pendants with
ornamented keystones in an applied leaf design. The gallery railing is done
in the grape cluster motif, a pattern that was common in Richmond ornamental
railings of the period.

The cornice is supported by double sawn-work brackets terminating in scrolled
consoles, the top of the brackets being finished with turmed pendants. Re-~
cessed brick panels decorate the walls between the brackets.

The two-story gallexry at the rear of the house, supported by simple box
columns and originally open on both floors, has now been enclosed completely
with later additions and now connects the main house and service wing with

a masonry passage,

The wrought~iron fence decorated with an ormamental panel at the base con-
sisting of a vine pattern was added after 1903.

The first-floor plan of the house, as indicated from an early-twentieth
century-photograph, is typical of the arrangswent of the period; to the

right of the center hall, a double parlor extends the width of the house, and
opposite this are two rooms of equal size. The hall running the length of
(see continuation sheet #1)
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7. DESCRIPTION

the house is unadorned except for the stair which has turned balusters and a
massive newel post typical of the period. The double parlors are separated
by sliding doors flanked with Greek Revival pilasters with carpenter capitals.
Matching carved marble mantels adorn the fireplaces in both parlors. Each
mantel has a carved conscle above the arched Eireplace opening that is occu-
pied by a cast iron coal grate. Ornate gas light chandeliers, now electri-
fied, grace both rooms., All of the original deoors in the house are simple,
flat, four-panel doors with applied moldings. The library at the front of
the house opposite the parlors, the room where Grant and Lincoln met, is
domirated by a gray carved marble mantel surmounted by an Eastlake mirrored
overmantel with bric-a-brac shelves and spindle frlezes, a modernization of
the lata nineteenth century.
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ETATEME;Q';' QF SIGNIFICANCE )

The Wallace House was constructed by Thomas Wallace, a prosperous merchant
and lawyer, around the year 1855 on what at the time was Petershurg's most
fashionable residential street. It gained a permanent position in Civil
War history when, on April 3, 1865, President Abraham Lincoln and General
Ulysses S. Grant met in its library to discuss the Inevitable end to the
conflict and the surrender. This was to be the last meeting between these
two men as Lincoln was assassinated shortly afterwards. The house served
as Grant's headquarters in Petersburg.

The Wallace House is an impressive example of Italianate architecture on a
street noted for fine houses. However, since 1940, South Markst Street has
seen a marked decline. With the exception of the Wyatt House in the next
block, the Wallace House is the only remaining residence on the west side
of the street, the other houses having been demolished. The east side of
the street is still graced with numerous imposing residences dating from
1830 to 1885,
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