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and Brown S t r e e t s  was 
cons t ruc ted  circa 1855. Designed i n  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  S t y l e  t h a t  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  
t h e  l a s t  decade be fo re  t h e  C iv i l  War, t h e  house i s  cons t ruc ted  of  pressed  
b r i c k ,  two-s tor ies  high on a  r a i s e d  basement, surmounted by a  bracketed  

co rn ice  and low hipped roof .  The co rn ice  t reahl lent  i s  r e p e a t e d ' t o  t h e  r e a r  
o f  the  house on a  one-s tory  s e r v i c e  wing of pressed b r i ck  on a  r a i s e d  base- 

ment. 

The f r o n t  facade of the  house i s  dominated by a  Greek Revival porch surround 
i n g  t h e  recessed  s i d e l i g h t e d  ent rance ,  f lanked by Greek Revival p i l a s t e r s ,  
The f r i e z e  of  t h e  porch i s  decorated w i t h  sawn-work brackets .  The o r i g i n a l  
porch appears  now as only  a n  extens ion  of  a l a t e r  Georgian Revival porch 
added a f t e r  1903 t h a t  ends i n  a  round pavi l ion .  The p a v i l i o n  i s  supported 
by s i x  f l u t e d  Greek Doric columns, the  c a p i t a l s  being Georgian Revival adapt  
t i ons .  A f u l l  Greek Doric f r i e z e  wi th  diminished a r c h i t r a v e  i s  surmounted b 
a c o n i c a l  roof  and meta l  roof  f i n i a l .  The f l o o r  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  porch i s  
l a i d  w i t h  a l t e r n a t i n g  blocks of  b lack  and whi te  marble, whi le  the  f l o o r  o f  
the porch a d d i t i o n  is l a i d  i n  polychrome t i l e .  The r a i l i n g  surrounding t h e  
p a v i l i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  b a l d s t e r s  of  c a s t  i r o n ,  and suppor t ing  t h e  Georgian 
Revival porch are s i x  f l u t e d  c a s t  i r o n  min ia tu re  columns. 

Each window i n  t h e  main b lock  of  the  house is decorated by a c a s t  i r o n  win- 
dow hood. The window hoods have egg-and-dart moldings and a r e  supported a t  
edch end by s c r o l l e d  consoles .  

The t h r e e  s e c t i o n  windows on t h e  f r o n t  facade of  the  house a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  bu t  
the  sashes  have been replaced  w i t h  t h e  one-over-one sashes  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and 
mult iple-pane sa shes  i n  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s .  Or ig ina l  sashes  remain i n  t h e  s i d e  
windows and the  s e r v i c e  wing. ' ho  ~ound-headed f rench  windows open t o  a  
wrought i r o n  balcony a t  t h e  Brown S t r e e t  s i d e  of  the  house. 'The windotqs a r e  
decorated w i t h  c a s t  i r o n  window hoods ending i n  l e a f  c l u s t e r  pendants wi th  
ornamented keystones i n  a n  app l i ed  l e a f  des ign .  The g a l l e r y  r a i l i n g  is done 
i n  the  grape c l u s t e r  mot i f ,  a  p a t t e r n  t h a t  was comon  i n  Richmond ornamental 
r a i l i n g s  o f  t h e  per iod .  

The c o r n i c e  i s  supported by double sawn-work b racke t s  te rminat ing  i n  s c r o l l e d  
consoles ,  t h e  top  of t h e  b racke t s  be ing  f in i shed  wi th  turned pendants.  Re- 
cesscd b r i c k  panels  decora t e  the  w a l l s  between the  b racke t s .  

The p.o-story g a l l e r y  a t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  house, supported by s imple box 
columns and o r i g i n a l l y  open on both  f l o o r s ,  has now been enclosed completely 
wi th  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s  and now connects  t h e  main house and s e r v i c e  wing wi th  
a  masonry passag*. 

The wrought-iron fence  decora ted  wi th  a n  ornamental panel  a t  the  base con- 
s i s t i n g  of  a  v i n e  p a t t e r n  was added a f t e r  1903. 

f i r s t - f l o o r  ~ l a n  of t h e  house, a s  i nd ica t ed  from an ea r ly - twen t i e th  
i s  t y p i c a l  c f  t h e  arrangement of t h e  per iod;  t o  t h e  
h a l l ,  a double p a r l o r  extends t h e  width of the  house, an 

roofns .of equal  s i z e .  The h a l l  runninz t h e  l eng th  of 
( see  con t inua t ion  s h e e t  #I.) .- .... 1 
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t h e  house i s  unadorned except  f o r  the  s t a i r  which has turned b a l u s t e r s  and a 
massive newel p o s t  t y p i c a l  of  t h e  period.  The double p a r l o r s  a r e  sepa ra t ed  
by s l i d i n g  doors  f lanked wi th  Greek Revival p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  c a r p e n t e r  c a p i t a l s  
Matching carved marble m n t e l s  adorn  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  both  p a r l o r s .  Each 
mantel has a carved conso le  above the  arched f i r e p l a c e  opening t h a t  is occu- 
pied by a  c a s t  i r o n  c o a l  g r a t e .  Ornate gas l i g h t  chande l i e r s ,  now e l e c t r i -  
f i e d ,  grace  both  rooms. A l l  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  doors i n  t h e  house a r e  s imple,  
f l a t ,  four-panel  doors  w i t h  app l i ed  moldings. The l i b r a r y  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  
the  house oppos i t e  t h e  p a r l o r s ,  the  room where Grant and Lincoln met, i s  
dominated by a  gray  carved marble mantel surmounted by a n  Eas t l ake  mirrored 
overmantel w i t h  br ic -a-brac  she lves  and s p i n d l e  f r i e z e s ,  a modernization of  
the  l a tL+  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  
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The wal lace  House was cons t ruc ted  by Thomas Wallace, a prosperous merchant 
and lawyer, around the  yea r  1855 on what a t  the  time was Pe te r sburg ' s  most 
fash ionable  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t .  It gained a permanent p o s i t i o n  i n  C i v i l  
War h i s t o r y  when, on A p r i l  3 ,  1865, P res iden t  Abraham Lincoln and General 
Ulysses S. Grant  met i n  i t s  l i b r a r y  t o  d i s c u s s  the  i n e v i t a b l e  end t o  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  and t h e  su r rende r .  This was t o  be the  last meeting between these  
two men a s  Lincoln  was a s s a s s i n a t e d  s h o r t l y  a f te rwards .  The house served  
as  rant's headquar ters  i n  Petersburg.  

The Wallace House i s  a n  inlpressive example of I t a l i a u a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  on a 
s t r e e t  noted f o r  f i n e  houses. However, s i n c ~  1940,South Market S t r e e t  has  
seen a  marked d e c l i n e .  With the  except ion  of the Wyatt House i n  the  n e x t  
block,  t h e  Wallace House i s  t h e  only  remaining res idence  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  
of the  s t r c s t ,  t h e  o t h e r  houses having been demolished, The e a s t  s i d e  of 
t h e  s t r e e t  i s  s t i l l  graced wi th  numerous imposing res idences  d a t i n g  from 
1830 t o  1885. 
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