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DESCHlit: THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL I IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Washington S t r e e t  Methodist Ct~urch i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  c o m e r  of Washington 
and Adorn' s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Pc tersburg .  B u i l t  i n  1842 t h e  b u i l d i n g  was sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  enlarged by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  p resen t  wings i n  1922-3. Botll t h e  
o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  and t h e  wings a r e  executed i n  s t retcher-bond b r i c k  w i t h  Greek 
Revival  d e t a i l i n g .  

The main (nor th)  el-evat ion has  undergone a  number of a l t e r a t i o n s .  0r i .ginal . ly  
t h e  facade tias composed of a  di.sty1.e-in-anti-s Greek Doric  pedirr~znted p o r t i c o  
c o n s i s t i n g  of two f l u t e d  columns and p a i r e d  p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  a pediment.  The 
main en t r ance  was loca ted  i n  t h e  podium and had double door s  f l a n k e d  by a u x i l i a r y  
en t rances .  I n  1830 a more massive Greek Doric pedimented t e t r a s t y 1 . e  p o r t i c o  
wi th  t:ii$ main en t r ance  r e loca ted  on t h e  p o r c h l e v e l  was Slipcrimposed 'over t h e  
original. .  A t  t h i s  t ime s t e p s  werc added f l a n k i n g  t h e  podium and t u r n i n g  a t  
r i g h t  angles  t o  form a,douGlc s t a i r .  - The s t a i r  has ran e l abora t e '  ca s t - i ron  ba lus- -  
t r a d e  with two c a s t - i r o n  lamp s tandards .  A more ornamental c a s t - i r o n  r a i l  is 
s e t  between t h e  columns. U n t i l  1907 t h e  b u i l d i n g  was topped by a l a r g e  b e l f r y  and 
steep1.e t h a t  werc removed a t  t h a t  time.. In  1.922-3 t h e  wings werc  added, connected 
t o  th-  majn bui-lding by co lumed  hyphens. Tile a d d i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  i n t e r i o r  c o u r t -  
yards  between t h e  main bu i ld ing  and t h e  wings. 

O r i g i n a l  Fenes t r a t ion  cons is ted  of 12/12 hung-sash windows. The windows on 
t h e  e a s t  and west w a l l s  were rep laced  by s t a ined-g la s s  windows added a t  d i f f e r e n t  
d a t a  through t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  20th century .  The memorial windows r e p r e s e n t  
the  work of a nunbcr of d i f f e r e n t  makers and inc lude  t h e  H a r r i s u n  Memorial Wi~~dow 
by Ti.Cf.+y of N-w YorIc. The w:indow:; on t h e  facade c o n s i s t  of c l e a r - g l a s s ,  tri- 
angi~lar--paned cascmeut witldows i n s t a l l e d  dur ing  t h e  ear1.y 20th c e n t u r y .  Remain- 
i n g f e n e s t r a t i n a  c o n s i s t s  of c l e a r - g l a s s ,  hung-sash windows.' The rear (south)  
e l e v a t i o n  was modiEied by t h e  addition!: of 1906-7 and 1.922-3. The a d d i t i o n s  are 
s t j . l i . s t ica lPj  undis t inguished .  The west hyphen con ta ins  tlre church h e l l  c a s t  
by t h e  Mcncely F o u n d r y  of West Troy, New York. The roof i s  covered by stancling- 

. ~ 

sea= shee t  meta l .  

T .  ,.xke t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  undergone cons ide rab le  a l t e r a t i o n s .  The 
baseaent  con ta ins  t h e  community meeting rooms and church k i t c h e n .  The main f l o o r  
has  t h e  szuctuary  arid lobby. The lobby has  pa i red  open-riel1 stairs t h a t  l e a d  t o  
t h e  g a l l e r y .  The s t a i r s  f e a t u r e  a turned newel, turned b a l u s t e r s ,  and a molded 
1,andrail .  Paneled wainscot ing embellishes t h e  wal l s .  Most of t h e  e a r l y  20th- 
century  c e i l i n g  was r e c e n t l y  covered by a c o u s t i c a l  t i l e  and t h e  f l o o r  wi th  
1.inoleum. The sanctuary  o r i g i n a l l y  had fou r  Cor in th ian  columns behind whicli were 
loca ted  the. organ show pipes ,  i t i s ta l . led  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry .  The c e n t r a l  
columns and organ riere removed i n  1.956, a t  which t i m e  t h e  p r e s e n t  a l t a r  anrl 
choi-c a r e a  were b u i l t .  .The y u l p i r  was r e l o c a t e d ,  and a  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window 
: .~ i th  a  ,Col .mial  Kevival fraroc: r~ras i n s t a l l ~ e d  hc l~ind  t h e  a l t a r .  S e c t i o n s  of an 
ear1.ier coinmunion r a i l  remain i n  place.  The presc!iit 1)ews d a t e  t o  an e a r l y  
20th-ccnc.ury rcno-gation. Tlie gal l t r ry appears  t o  be or ig ina l .  and i s  handsomely 
einbellished w i t 1 1  a  Greek f r e t .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet ) 
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STAlEhlENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Washington S t r e e t  Methodist Ch~rc l r  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  b o t h  as an expres s ion  
of Pe te r sburg ' s  antebellum per iod  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  and a s  a monument t o  t l re  
g r m t h  of Methodism i n  Southsicle Vi rg in i a .  With i ts  t h r e e  monumental p o r t i c o s ,  
t h e  church i s  an i q : o r t a n t  v isua l .  clerrent i n  the? c i t y ' s  commercial a r e a .  A t  
t h e  time t11c churcl: was cons t ruc ted ,  i n  1 . 8 4 2 ,  t h e  Grectr K e v i r a l  viss t h e  most f a sh -  
i o n a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  mode i n  Peter5:l;urg. The s t y l e  rsas chosen f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  
c o u r t h o u s e , e r e c t e d  i n  1833-40, a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e  Exchange B u i l d i n g ,  con~p le t cd  
i n  1841. Conforming t o  t h e  lead  of t h e s e  two prominent p u h l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  
Methodist congregat ion e l e c t e d  t o  bu i ld  i n  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  Reviva.?. Unfortun-i tely,  
t h e  church ' s  a r c h i t e c t  has  not  been i d e n t i f i e d .  Methodism was i n  i t s  asceadancy 
i n  t h e  1840 s, and dur ing  t h a t  t ime s c v c r a l  o t h e r  Methodi.si churches  were b u i l t  
i n  t h e  a rea .  It was from t h e  Washington S t r e e t  c o ~ i g r e g a t i o n  thci:. most of t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e s e  new churches came. f 

Methodism i n  Pe te r sburg  began i n  1773 when two l o c a l  c i t i z ' t ~ i l s ,  C r e s s e t t  
Davis and Nathanie l  Young, h i r e d  a t h e a t r e  b u i l d i n g  and "1,ound o u r s e l v e s  t o  in -  
v i t e  any and every s e c t  and p a r t y ,  who, rrc- thought ,  preached t h e  t r u t ! ~  bf t h e  
gospel  ... t o  come and preach i n  s a i d  house. .." A s  a  r e s u l t ,  Rober t  Wil l iams,  
an Irishman l i c e n s e d  t o  preach  by John Xssley,  v i s i t e d  3e te r sbur l :  soon thc re -  
a f t e r .  Follor.:ing h i s  v i s i t  and warm ri .cer) t ion,  Wil l iams was a s s jgned  t o  P e t e r s -  
burg by t h e  1773 Methodist Conference i n  Ph?.ladelphia.  I C  must bc ur.dcrstrod 
t h a t  Methodism a t  t h i s  t ime was n reform movement: w i t h i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Angli- 
can Church, not  a  s e p a r a t i s t  o rga t~iza t . ion .  It has  been s a i d  t h a t  Mec:?s2is:;i 
was more warmly r ece ived  i n  t h e  South than i n  t h e  North where Inany o t h e r  d c -  
nomimation:; provided "churchiug" f o r  t h e  popula t ion .  John Wesley wantrd through 
Methodism t o  r e t u r n  t o  a  s impler  and more d i r e c t  method of ruorslrip. S ince  
t h i s  methorl tended t o  be more evange l i ca l  i n  n a t u r e ,  \ ~ ' i l l i a n ~ s  worked cl .oscly 
wi th  Virgin-ia  Evange1ical.s such a s  Deveraux J a r r e t t  of Dinw%ddie Cotunty. 
Methodisni continued t o  t h r i v e  i n  Pe tersburg  and t h e  surrouniling s o u t h s i d e  a r e a ,  
and t h e i r  first meeting house was c rec t ed  'n Pe tercburg  i n  1774--75 on Har r i son  
S t r e e t .  Th i s  11uildi.n:: was burned by t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  1781. 

A f t e r  t h e  Revolution Petersburg  Met t~od i s t s  mct i n  p r i v a t e  homes u n t i l  
1788, when a frame uieeting house was b u i l t  on Market S t r e c t  on a l o t  purchased 
from Abram Gishi,p and c.onveyec1 t o  ]:rancis hohury, b i shop  of t h e  Mc!;:l;o:!isc 
Episcopal  Church. By t h i s  t ime t h c  An~elricnn Methodist Church Contcrence had 
been Eornled i n  Ph?.l;~dclphin, e s t a b l i s h i n &  t h e  church a s  a  s e p a r a t c  e n t i t y  ftum 
t h c  Anglican Church of  England. P c t e r s h u r ~ :  was t h e  s i te  f o r  a  mnnhrr of Vi . r -  
g i n i a  Conferences from 1788 t o  1817. A clt+od t o  t h e  church l o t  was Cormally 
conveyed t o  t h e  T r u s t e e s  i n  1006. 

(See Continuat jon Sheet # I )  I 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE --I 
manufactured hy Meneely's of West Troy, New York. The growth of t h e  congrega t ion  
during Recon,;l:ruction l e d  t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n  i n  1890 of a more monumental Greek 
Doric pediment~ed t e t r a s t y l e  po r t i co .  The base of t h e  s t e e p l e  was en la rged  a t  

i 
t h e  same time. The s t e e p l e  was removed a l t o g e t h e r  i n  1906. 

The l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  renovat ion  and change occurred i n  1922-23 under  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  of Reverend John B. Winn. D r .  Winn served Wasl~ington S t r e e t  Church 
front 1906-1.909 and 1917-1923. Reverend Winn worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  a r c h i t e c t  
Fred A. Bishop i n  planning t h e  e a s t  and v e s t  wings. I n i t i a l l y  a dolne was 
planned f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n ,  which was never executed p o s s i b l y  because of 
t h e  reassign~iient  of IJr. Winn t o  another  church i n  1.923. Winn l a t e r  r e t u r n e d  
t o  se rve  t h e  Washineton S t r e e t  congregat ion from 1931-1937. Ke1.ocation of 
t h e  organ i n  1956 l ed  t o  s u b s t a n t i a l  renovat ions  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  church 

Washington S t r e e t  Methodist Church was t h e  leadillg MethoC'st Church i n  t h e  
Com~iionwealth f o r  many years .  From i t s  e a r l y  r o o t s ,  V i r g i n i a  E i  irhodism grew and 
prospered, and, though occupying f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  bui l-dings,  t h e  congregat ion  h a s  
enjoyed an un in te r rup ted  h i s t o r y  of m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  Pe tv r sburg ,  Sou ths ide ,  and 
V i r g i n i a  f a i t h f u l .  

1 
The Story  of a Church, - A H i . s t o 9  _ - of Washi.ngton ~- S t r e e t  P. H -  nrewry, -- - - 

Cliurc.h, 1773-1923 (Pt?tersburg, Va., 1923),  pp. 42-43. 




