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7. DESCRIPTION 
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Unaltered p/ Original Site 

D E s c ~ l s E  T W E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  known) P H V S I C I L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I. General Statement  : 
A .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Character :  Centre H i l l  is  an example of t h e  t rans-  

i t i o n a l  Greek Revival S t y l e  of t h e  1820's. The sumptous i n t e r i o r s  on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  p a r t l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of an a l t e r a t i o n  around t h e  middle of 
the  cen tu ry ,  and t h e r e  have been o the r  l a t e r  , a l t e r a t i o n s .  The e a s t  wing 
was added about 1850. 

B. Condit ion of t h e  f a b r i c :  Good. 

11. Descr ip t ion  of Ex te r io r :  
A.  Over a l l  dimensions: The o r i g i n a l  f ive-bay house was 81' square. 

be fo re  the  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  two-bay e a s t  wing. Both t h e  main s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  house and t h e  wing a r e  two-s tor ies  high and have an English basement. 
There i s  a l a r g e  cupola on t h e  main s e c t i o n .  

B. Foundation: Brick. 
C. Wall Construct ion:  Mellow var i -colored  b r i c k  is  l a i d  in Flemish 

bond. Closers  a r e  used r e g u l a r l y  a t  t h e  co rne r s  and i r r e g u l a r l y  a t  open- 
ings. The e a s t  wing has  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  between each window, and a s tone 
water t a b l e .  

D. Porches: The n o r t h  facade has  a f l a t - roofed  f ive-bay verandah 
wi th  a modified Greek I o n i c  i n t a b l a t u r e  ( a f t e r  Minard Lafever)  supported 
by six Greek Ion ic  columns. The n o r t h  three-bey verandah has  four  iden- 
t i c a l  columns and an i d e n t i c a l  en tab la tu re .  Both verandahs have two p i l -  
a s t e r s  employing t h e  anthemion motif .  The f l o o r s  a r e  of b l ack  and white  
marble. The verandahs a r e  r a i sed  t o  the  l e v e l  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  On 
t h e  p o d i i  of t h e  s t e p s  l ead ing  t o  t h e  south  doorway reposes a c a r r a r a  marble 
couchant wolfhound. 

E. Chimneys: There e r e  four  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys with co rbe l l ed  
b r i c k  and s tone  caps. 

F. Openings: 
1. Doors and Doorways: The recessed  doorways have e l l i p i t i c a l  

t ransonswith complex t r a c e r y  and s i d e l i g h t s  having double doors opening 
i n t o  t h e  h a l l  from t h e  c e n t e r  bay of the  n o r t h  and sou th  facades.  

2. Windows: The windows on t h e  south  verandah have t a l l  six- 
over-six double-hung wooden.sashes. The r e a t  of t h e  windows on t h e  lower 
f l o o r  a r e  nine-over-six double hung sashes. On t h e  second. f loor  a l l  t he  
double -hung windows have six-over-six sashes ,  except f o r  those i n  t h e  
wing, which have t h r e e - l i g h t s  over th ree .  A l l  t h e  windows have s tone  
l i n t e l s  with c o r n e r  blocks wi th  r o s e t t e s  and louvered s h u t t e r s .  The 
center-bay windows have s i d e l i g h t s .  

G. Roof: A low hip-roof wi th  a f l a t t e n e d  cupola and a d e n t i l  cornice  
covers  t h e  house. 
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111. Descr ip t ion  of t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
A .  Floor Plans :  The f i r s t  f l o o r  has a spacious c e n t r a l  h a l l  with 

t h e  s t a i r  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner .  Two l a r g e  rooms open of f  each s i d e  
of t h e  h a l l .  The wing con ta ins  two smal l e r  rooms opening o f f  a s t a i r  h a l l ,  
en te red  from e i t h e r  of t h e  two e a s t e r n  rooms of t h e  main block. The 
second f l o o r  has  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  opening from the  t o p  of t h e  s t a i r  with a 
narrow long h a l l  branching t o  t h e  e a s t  and t h e  west.  There a r e  t h r e e  la rge  
rooms ac ross  t h e  f r o n t ,  and one on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  h a l l  in t h e  rear .  
Two rooms open o f f  t h e . h a l l  i n  t h e  wing. 

I 
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#7 Descr ip t ion  I 
9. Stairways:  There a r e  two s ta i rways .  A wide three-run open-str ing 

s t a i r  with turned b a l u s t e r s  and ornamental b racke t s  ascends in  t h e  nor theas t  
corner  of t h e  main h a l l .  The f i r s t  two square newels a r e  topped by urns ,  
t h e  o t h e r s  by spheres. Th i s  s t a i r  is  an early-twentieth-century replacement 
of t h e  o r i c i n a l  in  the  same loca t ion .  A two-run s t a i r  l eads  up t o  t h e  
cupola from t h e  second f l o o r .  A narrow two-run open-string s t a i r  ascends 
in  t h e  e a s t  end oE t h e  wing. 

C. Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  Painted p l a s t e r .  
D. Doorways and Doors: Wide panel led doors have doorways wi th  Doric 

p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a complex molded and beaded en tab la tu re .  The double 
s l i d i n g  doors w i t h  enriched t a l o n  moldins d e l i n e a t i n g  the  panels  and flanked 
by Greek Cor in th ian  engaged columns t o  d iv ide  the  two west rooms a r e  a  l a t e r  
add i t ion .  On t h e  second f l o o r  s ix-panelled doors a r e  surrounded by molded 
t r i m  with corner  blocks and r o s e t t e s .  These, t oo ,  a r e  l a t e r  add i t ions .  

E. Trim: The h a l l  is e l a b o r a t e l y  trimmed wi th  c e i l i n g  panels  de l inea ted  
by molding, a  co rn ice  employing an  acanthus and blossom mot i f .  A l a r g e  
e l l i p t i c a l  a rch  carved wi th  a  dogwood blossom, egn,-and-dart molding and 
acanthus leaves  spans t h e  c e n t e r  of the  h a l l .  The l a r g e  keystone element of 
the  a rch  a l s o  bears  an acanthus l e a f  motif.  A v e r t i c a l l y  panel led dado 
occurs in  t h e  h a l l  and t h e  e a s t  rooms. Rooms o t h e r  than t h e  h a l l  have a 
heavy carved modil l ion cornice  with egg and d a r t  molding and acanthus leaves.  
Window trim c o n s i s t s  of symmetrical molding wi th  beading, corner  blocks.  
and r o s e t t e s  with beaded molding. Panel led wooden s h u t t e r s  f i t  i n t o  t h e  
window recesses .  The a l t e r e d  second f l o o r  t r i m  c o n s i s t s  of symmetrically 
molded door and window trim. Some of the  doors  have simple arches ,  keystones 
and f a n l i g h t s .  

F. Heating: There a r e  f i r e p l a c e s  in  a l l  of t h e  rooms except  f o r  t h e  
h a l l s  and ba ths .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms have marble mantels wi th  keystones 
and carved spandrels .  The mantels on t h e  second f l o o r  a re  Colonia l  Revival.  
The present  hea t ing  system incorpora tes  ho t  water  r a d i a n t  heat ing.  The 
c i r c u l a r  r a d i a t o r s  in  t h e  f o u r  co rne r s  of t h e  h a l l  a r e  unusual. 

I V .  S i t e :  
Centre H i l l  is s e t  i n  downtown Petersburg  on a h i l l  over-looking t h e  

Appomatox River.  A c i r c u l a r  d r i v e  runs by t h e  south  facade  enclos ing  a 
space of green lawn and l a r g e  t r e e s .  A s h o r t  lawn is between t h e  house and 
l ane  on t h e  nor th .  The l a r g e  o r i g i n a l  park surrounding Centre H i l l  has been 
g r e a t l y  encroached upon by early-twentieth-century houses on t h e  e a 8 t  and 
west,  and by a modem apartment b u i l d i n g  on t h e  north.  
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i c e n t e r  H i l l  wi th  its grac ious  facade,  i ts f i n e  i n t e r i o r s ,  i ts 
long a s s o c i a t i o n  with t h e  well-known Bol l ing  and Davis f a m i l i e s ,  and 
i ts  connect ions with two United S t a t e s  p res iden t s  is a  d i s t ingu i shed  

m I Petersburg  landmark. The t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek Revival-style  house was 
b u i l t  i n  1823 f o r  Robert Bo l l ing ,  a  member of a  praninent  and i n f l u e n t i a l  

0 Pe te r sburg  rsmily. S i tua ted  on t h e  o ld  m i l i t i a  muster ground, t h e  - b u i l d i n g  was surrounded by a  l a r g e  landscaped park. Th i s  house and 

I- another  were soon t h e r e a f t e r  described by Mrs. Anne Royall,  a  v i s i t o r  
t o  Pe te r sburg ,  a s  being "superb bu i ld ings ,  and t h e  view from them 

U is grand and imposing." Much of t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r .  i n t e r i o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
2 decora t ion  was i n s t a l l e d  around 1850. although c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s ,  such ! I a s  t h e  handsome Federa l -s ty le  doorways a r e  o r i g i n a l .  The e a s t  wing 

I I- a l s o  was added in  t h e  1850's. 

m 
Afte r  t h e  s i e g e o f  Petersburg ,  Major General G. L. Har t su f f .  

Z - District Comnander of the  Northern f o r c e s ,  made t h e  house h i s  head- 
q u a r t e r s .  It w a s d u r i n g  t h i s  period.  on Apr i l  7 ,  1865, t h a t  Abraham 

w Linco ln  v i s i t e d  General Har tsuf f  a t  Centre H i l l .  Centre H i l l  remained 

W 
i n  t h e  Bol l ing  fami ly  u n t i l  1901, when it was purchased by Char les  
Hal l  Davis. When Pres iden t  William Howard T a f t  v i s i t e d  Petersburg  

I V) on May 19, 1909, t o  dedica te  a~monument t o  t h e  Pennsylvanians and 
General H a r t r a n f t ,  who fought in  t h e s i e g e  of Petersburg ,  he was a  

I gues t  a t  Centre H i l l .  
1 

Edgar S. Bowling purchased t h e  house in  1937. and gave it 
t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  be used a s  a museum. It was formal ly  opened 
i n  1950. I n  1952. Centre H i l l  was deeded t o  t h e  Petersburg  B a t t l e f i e l d  
Museum Corporat ion;  it s t i l l  se rves  a s  a l o c a l  h i s t o r y  and m i l i t a r y  
museum. 

Although Centre H i l l  and i ts  s e t t i n g  have been somewhat changed 
over  t h e  yea r s ,  t h e  house remains, as i t  always has been, a n  important 
and well-known example of Petersburg  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  i t s  grandes t .  



1 ( 9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
1 I 

S c o t t ,  James G., and Edward A. Wyatt, I V ,  Pe te r sburg ' s  Story, A History .  
Petersburg:  Titmus Opt ica l  Company, 1960. 

Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f .  

I I 
S T A T E  

I I z 
S T A T E :  

wl 
I I 

C O D E  C O U N T Y :  S T A T E :  

I I 1 I 
pi .  FORM PREPARED BY c 

1 
;O 

Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
O R O I N l Z A T l O N  

I [ 

INAME A N D  T ITLE  - 

Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks C o m i s s  ion I September.1972 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER. 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l a w  

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

National .n State eEl : Local I , .: ..: ::: . ' . . , : . ., . :  

- 
0 

" i  ,( . ,  . ,  . , , .... 
I hereby certify that this  p!oprty is  included in the 

National Regis ter . ,  ' 

in the National Register and certify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedres s e t  

forth by the National Park Service.' The recommended . 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

. Chief, Office of Archsolot?y and Historic Preservation 
, , 

Dele ba te  1 
G P O  9 0 1 . 0 8 ~  

Room 1116, Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Off i ce  Buildinq Z 

Name 

J. R. Fishburne, Direc tor  
' ~ i t l e  Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Catnni: 

. , .  . , .  

C I T Y  OR TOWN 

Richmond 

1 12. STATE LIAISON OFFtCER CERTIF ICAl  ION 

I 

Date 

ATTEST: .... , . - 8 .. 

s i 0 n  
Keeper of The National Register 

S T A T E  m 

Virg in ia  
I NATlONkL REGISTER VEPIFICATION 






