
- 

-- . -- 
I 

DESCRlPrlON 

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

The o r ig ina l  appearance of Battersea must be a matter  of conjecture a s  the  
house underwent s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  the  early-nineteenth century. 
As one au thor i ty  noted, however, these did not a l t e r  the  basic i n t eg r i t y  
of the o r ig ina l  design. The house i s  b u i l t  on a f ive-par t  plan, having 
a two-story c e n t r a l  block, one-story hyphens, and two-story pedimented gable 
end pavil ions.  The centraL block is covered by a pyramidal roof with a 
carved pineapple a t  i t s  apex. Apparently the cen t r a l  block was fronted by a' 
two-level por t ico  a s  evidenced by the break i n  the  cornice. The present 
one-story porch appears t o  d a t e  from the a l t e r a t i o n s  although ea r ly  mater ia l ;  + have been used. The f i ne ly  executed dwarf porticoes a t  the ends of t h e  
building a r e  o r ig ina l .  Other a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  the  ex t e r io r  include the 
stuccoing of the  Flemish. bond br ick  walls ,  the i n se r t i on  of the Pal ladian 
windows i n  the  end pavi l ions  and three-part  windows i n  the  hyphens, and 
the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of the  fanzand s ide- l igh t  f ron t  entrance. The window 
arrangement on the  r e a r  of the  house appears to  be o r ig ina l  although, 
some of the windows may have been enlarged. 
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I The plan of the  house survives i n t a c t ,  however some of the  o r ig ina l  
woodwork has been l o s t .  The entrance h a l l  r e t a i n s  i ts  magnificent 
Chinese t r e l l i s  s t a i r  and i ts  o r ig ina l  paneling. The paneled dadoes survive 
i n  the  west pavi l ion and hyphen as well  a s  i n  the  drawing room, more 
properly known as a saloon. 
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Although the  early-nineteenth century a l terat ions 'have given Battersea 
an  I t a l i a n a t e  feeling,  i t  remains one of the  f i nes t  Palladian houses i n  
the  s t a t e .  There is s t rong circumstant ia l  evidence tha t  i t ' w a s  designed 
by Thomas Jefferson but pos i t ive  authent icat ion has never' been es tabl ished.  
However the  house does contain  many of the  Roman and Pal ladian f o n k  so  
admired by Jefferson. 

Battersea was b u i l t  circa 1765-1770 f o r  Colonel John Banister,  a c lose  
f r iend  o f  Jefferson's.  Colonel Banister served i n  the House of Burgesses, 
the S t a t e  Assembly, the Continental Congress, and a l l  the Revolutionary 
conventions. I n  addit ion,  he a l s o  served a s  the f i r s t  mayor of Petersburg. 

Battersea was v i s i t ed  i n 1 7 8 1  by the Marquis de Chastellux who observed, 
"Mr. Banister 's  handsome country-house...is r ea l ly  worth seeing. It i s  
decorated ra ther  i n  the I t a l i a n ,  than the English or  American s t y l e ,  
having three porticoes a t  t he  three pr incipal  entries. .  :." 
I t  should be noted that the  Chinese t r e l l i s  stair i n  the  house is 
considered t o  be the f i n e s t  of i t s  type i n  Virginia. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the NP- 

tionel Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ( h b l i c  Law 
89665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

. i n  the National Register and certify that i t  has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and proce'kzres 6et 

forth by the National Perk Service. The recommeded 

l eve l  of rignificicsnce of th i s  not6iinstion I=: 
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D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 
Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Corn. 
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