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;a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
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X F A I R  -UNEXPOSED 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

EXTERIOR: 

The Nathaniel Friend Souse is a three-and-one-half-story, Federal style, commercial/ 
residential structure located on its original site at 27-29 Bollingbrook Street, 
Petersburg, Virginia. The prime structure (that facing Bollingbrook Street) of the 
three-section complex remains in relative good structural condition and is essentially 
unaltered on the exterior above the first floor. It is built of brick laid in 
Flemish bond with splayed stone arches complete with keystones above the windows 
i? each of its six bays. An unusually large lunette with (original sashes stored 
in attic) ornaments the west gable. The west elevation has had several window 
openings closed but their keystones remain in place. The gabled roof is presently 
sheathed in metal; on its front slope is a pair of well-detailed dormer windows. 

The second element of the complex is an altered stair compartment on the rear of 
the front section. This element has a late first-floor addition which can be 
removed. The chamber walls are in poor structural condition. 

Also, on the west side (Cockade.~lle~) are two three-bay gable-roofed structures 
which appear as a rear ell. The original kitchen and smokehouse may be incorporated 
in these structures. These buildings have been significantly altered on both the 
interior and exterior. A third and similar building on the end of this row has 
had the roof and attic removed. Hawever, this building is under different ownership. 

Clues of the original design and configuration of the basic building elements 
can be observed and protected for future restoration. 

INTERIOR: 

The first floor of the primary structure has been stripped for shops, but further 
investigation may provide clues as to its original details. The building is divided 
by a bearing wall into two commercial spaces with elegant apartments above. The 
remains of three front entrance doors indicate that access to the 1-iving quarters 
was gained through a passage leading from the street along the beir,ing wall to 
the stair tower in rear. The stair could also be entered from the alley. The 
upper floors of the main block retain much of their original woodwork including: 
baseboards, mantels, chair rails and architraves. The flooring on the upper levels 
is in excellent condition. 

The second-floor doorways are handsomely detailed with reeded architraves. The 
doors each have six raised panels. Square corner blocks with beaded square 
inserts compliment the architrave which rests on base and plinth block. The 
hardware has apparently been changed. 

The elegant second-floor window treatment consists of reeded architrave and raised 
panel shutters, which are concealed in the jambs. The window wainscot shows an 
applied molding and raised panel with scalloped corners. At the line of the sill 
the composition is complimented with a horizontal reeded design. The wainscot 
below the window is flanked by small reeded pilas-ters. The reeding on each - 
side of the doors is treated as pilasters. Capitals of the pilasters are a 
continuation of the sill trim. 

(SC. :ontinuation Sheet # 2 )  



F O , ~  NG- a-3001 
i4ev .  1 O l i l l  

LiNlTfrD STATES OEPAKTblENT OF 1 - f I E  IN'1t:KlOIl 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF )-idSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINAnOM FOXM 

~, & 
-f- ~ . ,  

CONTI NUATION SHEET ..- ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE l2 

7 .  DESCRIPTION 

Most of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  openings have been s e a l e l  over;  however, s e v e r a l  o r i g i n a l  
mantels  a r e  i n  p lace .  The m a n t e l s  a r e  f i n e l y  d e t a i l e d .  The mantel  f r e i z e  h a s  
corner  blocks and c e n t e r  blocks with sunburst  des ign  and reeded panels  between 
t h e  mantel  e n t a b l a t u r e  is  supported by a s l ender  p a i r  of engaged reeded Doric 
columns r e s t i n g  on base i n  a  s i m i l a r  manner as t h e  dhors.  The t h i r d - f l o o r  
doors have s i x  r a i s e d  pane l s  and ar-e s e t  i n  paneled r evea l s .  Reeded a r c h i t r a v e  
is s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  second f l o o r ,  but  employs corner  block with b u l l  nosed des ign .  

The t h i r d - f l o o r  mantels  have r ec tangu la r  reeded p i l a s t e r s  support ing an en- 
t a b l a t u r e  f r i e z e .  Their  recessed  panel  c e n t e r  block and recessed  corner  blocks 
above which is  simulated design of v e r t i c a l  reeded t r i g l y p h s .  
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SPECIFIC DATES 1815-1816 BUlLDERlARCHlTECT 1 - 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE I 
The Nathaniel  Friend House' i s  an  outs tanding example of urban Federa l  a rch i - t ec tu re .  
It was b u i l t  by t h e  wealthy import-export merchant, Nathaniel  Friend,  Jr., who 
a l s o  served a s  t h e  !Jayor of Petersburg i n  1812-13. He purchased t h e  corner  a t  
Bollingbrook S t r e e t  and Market Lane (now Cockade Al ley)  f o r  $7,000 from Robert 
Bol l ing ,  W i l l i a m  Haxall,  e t . a l s . ,  i n  1815.' In 1816 t h e  Vi rg in ia  Flutual Assurance 
Society i s sued  him an insurance  po l i cy  f o r  twenty-one thousand d o l l a r s  t o  cover  
t h r e e  b r i c k  bu i ld ings  on t h i s  corner .  These bu i ld ings  a r e  descr ibed  as being 
thcee  s t o r i e s  high w i t h  dormer windows and s l a t e  roof .  Fronting on Bollingbrook 
S t r e e t  were two handsome s t o r e s .  A t  t h e  r e a r  of t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  bias a  two-story i 
k i t chen  and a  doujle-chimneyed smokehouse. The complex was b u i l t  of Flemish bond 
and roofed with s i a t e .  

Nathaniel Fr iend,  Jr. was born a t  Baldwin i n  C h e s t e r f i e l d  Count:?, one of seven 
c h i l d r e n  of Nathaniel  Friend (1741-1795) and S a l l y  Walthal (1747-1795). Around 
1812 he married E l i zabe th  Gil l iam, daughter  of William Gil l iam (1760-1801) and 
Chr i s t i an  Epps of Ci ty  Point  Farm. Records show h i s  surviv ing  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  t o  
be: John G i l l i z ~  Friend. born 1813; Charles  Friend born 1818; and D r .  Nathaniel  
Friend who d ied  i n  New Orleans i n  1849. In a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  hold ings  i n  Petersburg ,  
he owned a  p l a n t a t i o n  of 435 a c r e s  known a s  "White H i l l "  which he purchased from 
John Gil l iam about 1798. 

A s  e a r l y  a s  1808 Friend was a  wealthy import-export merchant i n  t h e  town of Pe te r s -  
burg.  It was a f t e r   he g r e a t  f i r e  of 1815 ,  which burned many square  b locks  of 
e a r l i e r  frame b u i l s i n g s  i n  t h e  o ld  Petersburg  a r e a  t h a t  Nathaniel  Friend e rec ted  
h i s  f i n e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h r e e  new b r i c k  bd i ld ings  on t h i s  corner .  The Vi rg in ia  
Mutual Assurance p a l i c y  number 698 recording  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  i s  on f i l e  a t  t h e  
Virg in ia  S t a t e  Li?rary ,  Richmond, Vi rg in ia .  

The r r i e n d  House bu i ld ings  a r e  s t i l l  s tanding i n  more-or-less t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
condi t ion .  Thei r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  neighborhood is most important a s  they  
a r e  adjacent  t o  r h s  Bank Museum, formerly t h e  Petersburg  Branch of t h e  Farmers 
Bank of Vi rg in ia ,  hilt i n  I817 which has been r e s t o r e d  by t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  

t h e  Preservat ion  of Vi rg in ia  Antiques and is  l i s t e d  on t h e  National  R e g i s t e r  of 
H i s t o r i c  P laces .  The Friend House is  of comparable a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  a s  
t h e  Farmers Bank. Other National  Reg i s t e r  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  
a r e  t h e  Farmers' ?arket  and t h e  MacIlwaine Bouse. 

The i n t e r i o r s  above t h e  first f l o o r  a s  he re in  desc r ibed ,  a r e  of t h e  f i n e s t  q u a l i t y  
and a r e  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  good s t r u c t u r a l  condi t ion  I 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  #3) I 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

to justify restoration. 

At this time the City of Petersburg is developing plans in the Farmers Market 
area to link again the City to the Appomattox River. This pro2osal is designed 
to promote tourism, restoration, rehabilitation and new cow?ata5le commercial 
development. The Nathaniel Friend House is to be an imporrant element in this 
development. 

This property is now privately owned having recently been transferred by the 
A.P.V.A., and is about to undergo a com?rehensive and careful restoration. 
The building will be restored to a commercial/residential use. 

Dr. Frederick D. Nichols, National Trust Consultant in the Virginia area has 
said "The neighboring three story flemish bond building is a good example 
OF a townhouse, well proportioned and :i:t:l the Bank will forn a pair of 
buildings along the street that is exce?~ionally well related and presents 
types that are fast becoming rare in Virginia towns". 



A .  Virgin ia  Mutual Assurance Socie ty  - po l i cy  #695 
Virg in ia  S t a t e  Library ,  Richmond, Vi rg in ia  

B. Associat ion For The Preservat ion  of Vi rg in ia  A n t i q u i t i e s  
Richmond, Virg in ia  - miscel laneous p r i n t e d  a r t i c l e s .  

C.  Vi rg in ia  Histormic Landmarks Commission 
Archives: unpublished m s s .  
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Petersburg , V i r e i n i a  23003 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATIO~\~ 
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-- -- 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nat~onal  Historic Presewation Act of 1966 (Public Laiv 89-6551. 1 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  Hamner-Green Report f o r  C i t y  o f  Pe t e r sbu rg  
Pe t e r sbu rg  C i t y  H a l l  Local  
Pe t e r sbu rg ,  V i r g i n i a  

( 3 )  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1969,  1974 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  

( 4 )  H i s t o r i c  American Bui ld ings  Survey Inventory  
1968/1969 F e d e r a l  
L ib ra ry  of Congress 
Washington, D.C. 
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