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Strawberry H i l l  mansion stands upon a c i t y  l o t  on Hinton S t r ee t  i n  t he  
h i s t o r i c  area  of downtown Petersburg. I n  i ts  present form it i s  a rambling 
two-story, U-shaped building 90 f e e t  long by 56 f e e t  deep b u i l t  i n  several  
stages between the  early-nineteenth century and the  early-twentieth century 

CONDITION 

The o r ig ina l  house-was erected around 1800 having a two-story cen t r a l  
portion flanked by one-story wings. A s  such i t  is depicted on an 1805 
Kutual Assurance Society policy as a cruciform "Dwelling house of wood 
cover'd w t h  wood two s t o r i e s  high 36 by 24 feet"  with wings 22 by 18 f ee t .  
i s s p i t e  numerous addit ions,  the lineaments of t h i s  house remain. The frame 
building i s  s e t  upon a f u l l  br ick,  Flemish-bond basement. A three-bay, 
hipped-roof cen t r a l  pavi l ion projects  from the  facade of t he  house. The 
beaded weatherboards a r e  in terrupted by a wooden s t r i n g  course a t  the  
second-floor l eve l  of the  f ron t  and r ea r  of the  pavilion. Tin-roofed, t he  
house displays  a modillion cornice a l l  around, some of which was apparently 
salvaged from the one-story wings and reapplied t o  the  newer two-story 
wings. 

The center  portion has br ick  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys with corbel led caps. 
One of the  chimneys on the  wings has been shortened and has no cap. The 
remaining o r ig ina l  window frames r e t a i n  molded s i l l s ,  much of the  o r i g i n a l  
six-over-six sash,  and some old g lass .  P in t les  fo r  missing window bl inds  
a re  present.  

oESCPleE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  (if *am) P H Y S I C A L  A P P C A R A N C E  

Exc.ll.nt 0 Good 0 Fair D*?.riorohd Ruins  0 Un..pe=.d 

The main entrance has been moved from the  cen t r a l  t o  the  western bay of 
the  pavilion. An e laborate  f ront ispiece doorway consist ing of f l u t ed  
Roman L!aric p i l a s t e r s  wi th  paterae-ornamented f r i eze s  is  surmounted by a 
t r i angula r  pediment with modill iob cornice. Raised-panel double doors 
survive, a s  does a f l i g h t  of stone s teps  with ea r ly  wrought-iron r a i l i ngs .  
The ba lus te rs  of the  r a i l i n g s  a re  ornamented with i ron  s c ro l l s .  

(Check One) 

AI1n.d Unelnr.d 

The Mutual Assurance Society records allow the  precise dating of t he  f i r s t  
major a l t e r a t i o n  t o  the  building,  An 1815 reevaluation of the"property 
shows the  house aa o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t .  Another reevaluation t he  next year 
shows tha t  its owner, William Haxall, had ra i sed  the  wings t o  two s t o r i e s  
and pushed the  r e a r  walls  back to  make them f lush with the  r ea r  wall.of 
the  pavilion. 

(Ch.sk On.) 

M - r n l  a Originel Sit. 

The house remained unchanged u n t i l  a f t e r  the  Civ i l  War, however, i n  1884, 
it was divided i n t o  three  d i s c r e t e  pa r t s ,  each under separate  ownership. 
A p la t  i n  the  City Engineer's Office dated May 17, 1884, shows the  pro- 
perty l i n e s  of the  new subdivision. It was a t  t h i s  time t h a t  the  main 
entrance was moved to  the  west bay of the center  portion,and o ther  en- 
t rances  were made i n  the  wings along with some in t e rna l  changes. Because 
of these a l t e r a t i ons ,  a l l  communication between the  three  apartments was 
cut o f f .  Further addit ions were made to the  r ea r  around 1900 bringing 
t h e  house t o  i t s  present £om. 

The or ig ina l  f i r s t - f l o o r  plan consisted of a cen t r a l  portion with one 
room to  the  south,one t o  the nor th ,  and one-room wings. The second f l oo r  
of the cen t r a l  block probably a l so  had one room f ron t  and back. A s t a i r -  

- A- - .- a - - 
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way rose along the  eas t  wall of the  f ron t  cen t r a l  room. The addit ion of 
height and depth t o  the  wings created a narrow room behind each of the  
o r ig ina l  rooms and a s imi la r  plan upsta i rs .  

In the  p a r t i t i o n  of the  house, the doors from sect ion t o  bection were block- 
ed. The stairway was moved from the ea s t  wall t o  the  west wall  of the cen- 
t r a l  pavil ion and enclosed i n  i ts  own h a l l  with t he  entrance door leading 
i n t o  it. A chimney was b u i l t  i n  the  space o r ig ina l ly  occupied by the  s t a i r s .  

Strawberry H i l l  r e t a i n s  much of i t s  o r ig ina l  tr im, espec ia l ly  i n  the  cen t r a l  
portion. The f ron t  h a l l  of the  cen t r a l  block has a f lat-paneled pedestal-  
type dado a l l  around. Comrrmnication between the  h a l l  and the  r ea r  drawing 
room i s  by way of a fan l igh t  doorway with f lu ted  Doric p i l a s t e r s ,  wooden 
muntins i n  the  semi-circular fan l igh t ,  and a keyblock applied t o  the  archi-  
vo l t .  A nineteenth-century occupant remembered t h a t  t h i s  doorway had a 
double mahogany door with brass  la tches  and hinges which may s t i l l  be i n  
the  house. 

The drawing room i s  c l e a r l y  the  f i n e s t  room i n  the  house. It too features  
a f lat-paneled pedestal-type dado around three  walls .  The chimney wall i s  
ornamented with an e laborate  chimneypiece. The rectangular-opening f i r e -  
place has an archi t rave surround framed by f lu ted  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  sup- 
porting a mantel shelf  on consoles. A f lu ted  t a b l e t  i s  placed i n  the center  
of the  f r i e z e  over t he  opening. The bed-mold of the  shelf  consis ts  of 
H-fret work. A l a rge ,  f lat-paneled overmantel displaying paneled Tuscan 
p i l a s t e r s  carrying entablature  blocks with pulvinated f r i e z e s  and a broken 
t r i angula r  pediment surmounts t h i s .  The whole is flanked by two round-headed 
semi-circular niches with f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s .  Later  doors hide 
p l a s t e r  s h e l l  moldings i n  the  domes of the niches. 

Each of the  ups t a i r s  rooms i n  the  cen t r a l  sect ion had an e laborate ly  molded 
mantel. That i n  the  west f ron t  room featured a marble surround. These have 
been removed recent ly ,  but photographs of them ex i s t .  

The older  rooms i n  the  wings r e t a i n  some of t h e i r  o r ig ina l  trim. The e a s t  
wing was remembered by a nineteenth-century res ident  as being used f o r  a 
dining room connected by folding doors t o  the smaller r ea r  "serving room" 
hizhlighted by i t s  s t i l l  extant  " t r i p l e  window". Many of the  o r ig ina l  
raised-panel, six-panel i n t e r i o r  doors with ea r ly  bu t t  hinges were preserved 
and reused i n  new locat ions  during the  various nineteenth-century renovations. 

Although Strawberry H i l l  i s  presently unoccupied and i n  rundown condition, i t  i 
being preserved u n t i l  funds can be obtained f o r  i t s  res torat ion.  

D.T.U. 
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S T A T E M E N T  OF S ~ Q N I F I C ~ N C E  

Strawberry H i l l  was one of t he  f i n e s t  houses of early-nineteenth-century 
~ e t e r s b u r g .  Its three-part  ~ a l l a d i a n  scheme, r e l a t i ng  i t  t o  such o ther  
Virginia buildings a s  t he  Semple House i n  Williamsburg, is s t i l l  apparent 
i n  the  plan, although.-the h , ~ s e , y a s - s i g n i f i c a n t l y  enlarged i n  1815-1816. 
I t s  de l ica te ly  carved f ronkispi ice '~6tkrance,  i n t e r i o r  tr im, and especial ly  

t h e  drawing room with i ts  elaborate  chimney piece and flanking niches, a11 
contr ibute  t o  make the  house an elegant statement of Virginia  Federal 
archi tecture .  The Strawberry H i l l  s i t e  was purchased i n  1792 by8.William 
Barksdale who sold  it t o  W i l l i a m  Haxall i n  1800. It i s  not ce r t a in  which 
of these persons b u i l t  the  house, but Haxall paid Barksdale 1500 pounds 
current money f o r  property fo r  which Barksdale had paid 301 pounds. 

The Haxalls owned most of the  block on which Strawberry Hil1 ,s tands  as well 
as a p lo t  across the  s t r e e t  which they ca l led  the  "Garden Lot" and where 
the  family cemetery was once located. Only the  irmnediate surroundings of 
the  house a r e  s t i l l  attache&go.>.it.. ..,,,,..,,.., 

. . . .  .. . ,  . - . . . . . . , . . . .. . . : ' .  . .. . . ,;,. . . . , ?! 

For , .Fifnng,.,Strawberry d .. H i l l .  was sqcured ,..".c t o  tic estape of o,"e pf Haxall 's  
',. &'editors, the  executors of which i%tludKd . J o h n J h ~ r s h a l l ~ -  ~ t -Bax%lT  s . 

death i n  1834, t he  house was s o l d t o  John ~ a b e n ,  and i n  1839 it passed 
from Maben t o  John Young Stockdell (1792-1840),a doctor. IXlring Stockdel l ' s  
br ief  tenure,  v i s i t o r s  t2;the house included two famous r e l a t i v e s  of h i s  

>CJ:..S:.' 
w'i'fe, Charlotte Meade ~toc?&del.l~-.John Randolph of Roanoke and r h e  histori.an. 
Bishop W i l l i a m  Meade. A bedroom i n  the  e a s t w i n g  was t he rea f t e r  known as 
"the bishop's room." i 
Stockdel l ' s  widow sold the house i n  1846 t o  James McILwaine. A t  h i s  death 
1857, the  house passed to  h i s  three  children. Two or  t h r ee  famil ies  a t  a 
time l ived there  even before the  building was physically divided i n  the  188 
A t  present the  His tor ic  Petersburg Foundation i s  coordinating e f f o r t s  t o  
secure the  preservation of the  house and have it res tored t o  i t s  1816 
appearance. 
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Virginia Histor ic  Landmarks Cowiss ion  archives.  

Vire inia  His tor ic  Landmarks Comiss ion  S t a f f .  ~ ,. 
D A T E  

. ,:.; ; ,,., ,: , i< 
Landmarks Comiss ion  

A s  thc dss ignated State L ia i son  Officer far t h e  Na- 

tion;<l tlictoric Preservation A c t  of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inclusion 

in the Xational Regis ter  and certify t h a t  i t  has been 

~ ~ 1 1 1 ~ : a t e d  ~ ~ c c o ~ d i n q  t o  t h e  c-iterip ?nq ?roce&res s e t  
iorth by  the l iational Park S r i v ~ c e .  T h e  recommended 

f e i . ~ l  of significance of t h i s  narnination is: 

r ;a t cor~ l  [I] st3te )j Local El 

- : . . . . . .  ::r,,,, > - .  .,..,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . .  :. 
' 

1 hereby certify that th is  property is included in tho 

Xsti-1 Regis ter .  

Y.! ' , . ? I  1 7 :  

~ i , . ~ t ~ . .  o f t i s o  .I ~ , s h ~ o l o ~ I ~  and Hiqtoric Prsrarrrtion 

: .. . . . - .  , :  ., : ,  ~ . ,  - .  
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Keeper of The N. r l t onn l  Kegirtrr 






