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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECKONE - CHECK ONE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Front ing  on t h e  south  s i d e  of Old S t r e e t  between Pennester  Alley and Exchange Alley i n  
the  ante-bellum comlnercial d i s t r i c t  of Petersburg is the  Appomattox I ron  Works complex, 
which opera ted  a t  t h i s . l o c a t i o n  from 1899 u n t i l  1972. Cons is t ing  of n ine  bu i ld ings ,  t h e  
complex was equipped t o  handle d i f f e r e n t  methods of i r o n  making a s  they evolved i n  the  
mid- and l a t e  n ine teen th  c e n t u r i e s .  Included among t h e  bu i ld ings  a r e  t h e  machine shop, 
t h e  m i l l  s t o r e ,  t h e  supply room, t h e  pipe shog, t h e  c a r p e n t e r ' s  shop and p a t t e r n  shop, 
t h e  core  room, t h e  foundry bu i ld ing ,  t h e  b lacksmi th ' s  shop, and t h e  r u i n s  of  a  s t a b l e .  

The machine shop, #28 Old S t r e e t ,  i s  a  th ree - s to ry ,  four-bay s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  s t e e p l y  
p i tched  gable  roo f ,  Constructed between 1810 and 1825, t h i s  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  
apparent ly  escaped t h e  f i r e  o f  1815 which devas ta ted  t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t  of the  c i t y .  
The f r o n t  and r e a r  w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  narrow mor tar  j o in t s , .  whi le  t h e  

. s i d e  wa l l  f a c i n g  on Pennester  Alley i s  ].aid i n  three-course American bond. When b u i l t ,  
t h e  machine shop provided f o r  conimerrial fufictions o n t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  w i th  o f f i c e  and 
s t o r a g e  space  being provided on t h e  two upper f l o o r s  and i n  t h e  a t t i c ,  The most s t r i k i n g  
f e a t u r e  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  t h e  manner i n  which t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  a r e  incorporated--one 
f o r  which t h e r e  i s  no p a r a l l e l  i n  t h e  c i t y .  While i n  most bu i ld ings  of t h e  period the  
l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  were placed d i r e c t l y  above t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  shop, a t  #2S. t h e  l i v i n g  
qua r t e r s 'were  housed i n  a  th ree - s to ry  apartment s t r u c t u r e  a t  the  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing .  
The l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  s h a r e  a  common s i d e  wa l l  w i th  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  f r o n t i n g  on 316 S t r e e t  
but  a r e  housed under a  s e p a r a t e  and lower gable  roof than t h e  shop b u i l d i n g ,  The f r o n t  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  measures 40' x  42 ' ,  whi le  t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  measure 40 '  x  22 ' .  

A r ecen t  f i r e  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  des t royed t h e  roofs  of both  s e c t i o n s  and damaged t h e  i p i -  

. t e r i o r ,  however enough remains s o  t h a t  t h e  bui ld ing  can  be r e s to red  without  major l o s s  
. . t o  i t s  i n t e g r i t y .  The f i r s t - l e v e l  facade fac ing  Old S t r e e t  has been a l t e r e d  with t h e  

a d d i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century  of l a r g e  double doors; t h e  o r i g i n a l  composition 
probably c o n s i s t e d  of  tile two e x i s t i n g  en t r ance  doors f lanked by windows wi th  nine-over- 
n ine  sash.  A l l  o f  t h e  sa sh  f ac ing  Old S t r e e t  have the  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  truo-over- 
two sash. Each window has reeded l imestone s i l l s  and wood l i n t e l s  w i th  corner  b locks ,  

The f i r s t  l e v e l  was devoted t o  commercial u ses ,  while  t h e  r c a r  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  may 
have. contained t.he s e r v i c e  a r e a s  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  quar te rs ,  The second f l o o r  over  t h e  
commercial a r ea  was p l a s t e r e d  and was probably used f o r  c l e r i c a l  a n d o f f i c e  space. 
The t h i r d  f l o o r  and a t t i c  were n o t  f i n i s h e d  and would have been used as  s to rage  areas .  

miere i s  l i t t l e  remaining o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  most no t i ceab le  
f c a t u r e  bcing t h e  f a n l i g h t  double doors a t  t h e  second-f loor  l e v e l  on t h e  r e a r  wa l l .  The 
doorway has  a  Federa l  a r c h i t r a v e  and carved kcystone with c e n t r a l  rop- molding. The 
door r ecess  has t h r e e  recessed  panels  wi th  app1:ic.d moldings, a f e a t u r e  t h a t  was probably 
r f p e a t e d  on t h e  doors ,  a l though they  have been a l t e r e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  crude windows 
i n  p lace  of  t h e  upper two panels ,  The s o f f i t  of  t h e  c i g h t - s e c t i o n  f a n l i g h t  is carved 

w i t h  h o r i z o n t a l  reeding.  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  i s  f i n i s h e d  t h r o u g l i o ~ ~ t  
t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s .  The second f l o o r  was d iv ided  by a  c e n t r a l  hall .  wi th  rooms 
t o  e i t h e r  s i d e ;  t h e  p a r t i t i o n s  have s i n c e  been removed. Although some have been a l t e r c d ,  
t h e  sa sh  were o r i g i n a l l y  nine-over-nine. I n  each room a t y p i c a l  thre.e-part  Federal  
a r c h i t r a v e  i s  used around t h e  windows, and two s e t s  of  louvered i n t e r i o r  b l inds  a r e  a t  
each window. The f i r e p l a c e s ,  s t r i p p e d  of t h e i r  mante ls ,  a r e  centered  i n  t h e  end wal l s .  
A molded chai.r r a i l ,  di .rc~.ctly helow t h e  ruiudo~w s i l l ,  and wide-board wainscoti-ng remain 
i n  some p laces .  Tile same a r c h i t r a v e  i s  used i n  t h e  t h i r d - f l o o r  rooms, altliough a  
si.mpler c h a i r  r a i l  i s  employed. The wind0x.r sashes  a r e  s ix-over-s ix .  The. t h i r d - f l o o r .  

(Set conti .nuation shec t  11 2 )  
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DESCRIPTION - 
a l s o  had t h r e e  rooms, b u t  i t s  p a r t i t i o n s  1 i k e w i s e . h a v e  been removed. The u p p e r  f l o o r s  
wcre  used  a s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  a s  l a t e  a s  1 8 7 6 , " r r h e g  a r e  now u s e d  f o r  p a t t e r n  s t o r a g e ,  
Some o f  t h e  p a t t e r n s  d a t e  t o  a t  l e a s t  1850. The second f l o o r  ( s o u t h  s i d e )  c o n t a i n s  a  
t o o l  c r i b  w i t h  d r i l l  p r e s s ,  s h a p e r ,  s u r f a c e  g r i n d e r  and d r i l l  g r i n d e r ,  p l u s  c u t t i n g  
t o o l s  (hand made) and m i s c e l l a n e o u s  i t e m s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  machine shop.  There  i s  
a  honemade comniunication sys tem w i t h  a  dumb w a i t e r  f o r  t o o l  t r a n s p o r t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

"the f i r s t  f l o o r  is d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  machine shop  and c o n t a i n s  5 l a t h e s ,  2 s h a p e r s ,  2  d r i l l  
p r e s s e s ,  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  g r i n d e r s ,  a  m i l l i n g  machine ,  a  s m a l l  f o r g e  s e t  u p  and a  l a r g e  
s h e a r .  A l l  equipment i s  o p e r a t e d  from a n  overhc%d d r i v e  s h a f t  and two e 1 e c t r i . c  m o t o r s .  
The former  d r i v e  was a  s team e n g i n e  ( p r e s e n t l y  l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  foundry) .  The 
machines  d a t e  from a b o u t . 1 8 3 0  t o . 1 8 9 0 .  The b u i l d i n g  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a n  e l e c t r i c  h o i s t  
d a t i n g  from 1890-1900. The p r imary  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  machine shop  was s e c o n d a r y  o p e r a -  
t i o n s  on t h e  c a s t  i t e m s  from t h e  foundry.  Examples a r e :  t r u i n g  g e a r  t e e t h ,  f i n a l  
b o r i n g  o f  s h a f t  h o l e s  i n  g e a r s  and d r i v e  p u l l e y s ,  p roduc ing  f l a t  s u r f a c e s  on m a t i n g  
s : l r faces ,  e t c .  S h a f t s  and o t h e r  m a l l e a b l e  i r o n  i t e m s  would a l s o  be f a b r i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  
shop.  I '  ( Frank Peckinpaugh,  u n p ~ r b l i s l ~ e d  n o t e s  011 Appolnattox I r o n  Works O p e r a t i o n s ,  1976.1 

The b l a c k s m i t h ' s  shop  t o  t h e  r e a r  of  4/28 and a d j a c e n t  t o  P e n n e s t e r  A l l e y  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  w a l l s  l a i d  i n  t h r e e - c o u r s e  American bond. T h e  b u i l d i n g  i.s a r u i n ,  
and i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n j e c t u r e ,  b u t  i t  was p r o b a b l y  a  
summer k i t c h e n  f o r  t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  o f  1/28. The b l a c k s m i t h ' s  shop  c o n t a i n s  t h e  
rcmains  of  two f o r g e s .  Rcre ,  where o n l y  m a l l e a b l e  i r o n  c o u l d  b e  used ,  wrought i r o n  
f i t t i n g s  were  formed t o  p r o v i d e  t o o l s  and hardware ,  I t ems  s u c h  a s  t i e  b o l t s ,  h i n g e s ,  
wrenches ,  and n a i l s  were  made i n  t h i s  shop.  

E a s t  o f  4/28 i s  a  d o u b l e  b u i l d i n g :  th ree -and-one-ha l f  s t o r y  1/22 and t h r e e - s t o r y  824.  
C o n s t r ~ l c t e d  between 1815 and 1825 of  Flemi.sh-bond b r i c k  w i t h  na r row m o r t a r  j o i n t s ,  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  s i x  bays  wide and was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  
ccn t i l ry .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  hav ing  been d e s i g n e d  t o  ac -  
coi~l?rodate c o m n ~ e r c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  on t h e  f i r s  t f l o o r  and l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  above.  The 
f i r s t - f l o o r  e l e v a t i o n s  have had l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s t o r e f r o n t s  a p p l i e d  t o  them, 
and a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  b o t h  s t o r e s ,  l o n g ,  g a b l e - r o o f  s h e d s  w i t h  g l a s s  s k y l i g h t s  were  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  accommodate t l le  m i l l  s t o r e  i n  1/24 and t h e  s u p p l y  room and a g r i c l . r l t u r a 1  
p a r t s  s t o r a g e  i n  822.  The window s a s h e s  have  been a l t e r e d  t o  t-wo-over-two. The second.. 
f l o o r  windows have  pedinierlted m e t a l  c o r n i c e s ,  s i ~ p p o r t e d  by small. m e t a l  c o n s o l e s ,  and 
rnc ta l  s i l l s  t h a t  were  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  which c o v e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
window t r e a t m e n t .  The t h i r d - f l o o r  windows have  t h e  pediments  o m i t t e d  from t h e i r  m e t a l  
c o r n i c e s .  Tlre b u i l d i n g ' s  b r a c k e t e d  m e t a l  c o r n i c e  i s  surmounted by an open-worlc m e t a l  
b a l u s t r a d e ,  c e n t e r e d  abovc t h e  c o r n i c c ,  a  t y p i c a l  f e a t u r e  employed i n  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n  
o f  r o o f  l i n e s  o f  Inany l a t c  n i .netecnth . -ccntury  comroercial s t r u c t u r e s .  

The upper  f l o o r s  o f  4/24 a p p e a r  t o  have been used f o r  o f f i c e  and s t o r a g e  s p a c e .  The 
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DESCRIPTION (Cont 'd.)  

a t t i c  con ta ins  numerous wooden p a t t e r n s ,  a s  d i d  1128 before  t h e  f i r e ,  a s  we l l  as  a  hand- 
opera ted  windlass  f o r  h o i s t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  f ron  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  The windlass has a  

. s ix - foo t -d i ame te r  power wheel which may be o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

The upper f l o o r s  of  1'122 were designed as l i v i n g  space wi th  a  s e p a r a t e  en t r ance .on  011 
S t r e e t  t h a t  was removed when t h e  present  s t o r e f r o n t  was i n s t a l l e d  and t h e  s t a i . r s ,  which 
opened on Old S t r e e t ,  were turned  to  open i n t o  t h e  supply rooro. ' The room arrangement 
on t h e  second f l o o r  i s  a  s i d e - h a l l  p lan  wi th  twin pa r lo r s .  The windows and doors have 
s imple a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and most of the  o r i g i n a l  s ix-panel  doors remain. Simple paneled 
window r e v e a l s  remain a t  each window. The mantels  i n  t h e  p a r l o r s  a r c  q u i t e  s i m i l a r ,  
each having f l a t  paneled p i l a s t e r s  wi th  r a i s e d  moldings suppor t ing  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  
f e a t u r i n g  r ec t angu la r  corner  blocks and' a  r ec t angu la r  center .  block, wi th  a  wide, p ro jec t -  
i ng  mantel  s h e l f  above. I n  t h e  f r o n t  p a r l o r ,  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  a r e  decorated wi th  fou r  
v e r t i c a l  rope moldings i n  t h e  panels ,  and t h e  corner  and cen te r  bLocks i n  the  f r i e z e  
a r e  carved wi th  s i m p l e , e l l i p t i c a l  s ca l loped  p a t t e r n s .  The s t a i r s ,  a t  t h e  r e a r  of the 
h a l l ,  r i s i n g  t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  have r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l u s t e r s ,  a  square  newel pos t ,  and a  
s imple molded handra i l .  The mantels  on t h i s  f l o o r  a r c  twin mante ls ,  each wi th  a  four-  
s e c t i o n  stepped a r c h i t r a v e  forming t h e  surroiund, Thc corner  blocks above support  a  
co rn ice  wi th  punch-and-de.ntil molding. The t h i r d  f l o o r  was adapted f o r  l i v i n g  space 
between 1840 and 1850 and has simple Greek Revival trim and doors wi th  two recessed  
v e r t i c a l  panels .  A s l a t c  roof  remains on number #22, t h e  dormers being Greek Revival 
add i t ions  when t h e  a t t i c  space  was u t i l i z e d .  

The main o f f i c e s  of t h e  Appomattox I ron  Works were loca ted  on t h e  second and t h i r d  
f l o o r s  of  1/22. Draf t ing  o f  more i n t r i c a t e  machine p a r t s  was done i n  the.se, o f f i c e s ,  
Some o f f i c e  f u r n i t u r e  da tc s  from the  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry ,  and t h e  o f f i c e  equ.ipment, 
t ypewr i t e r s  and d i c t a t i n g  machines, d a t e s  from 1890 t o  1920. The complete records of 
the  I r o n  Works a r e  housed i n  t h e s e  ofEices .  

The easternmost  bu i ld ing  f ac ing  Old S t r e e t  i s  t h e  pipe shop, b u i l t  between 1.880 and 
1910, which, l i k e  1122 z!nd $124, has a  long sky l igh ted  work room t o  t h ~  r e a r ,  wi th  s e r v i c e  
doors onto  Exchange Alley. This  a rea  was used f o r  s t e e l  and pipe s t o r a g e  and contained 
a  hacksaw, p ipe  t h r e a d e r s ,  and hand-operated s l ~ e a r .  The m a t e r i a l s  from t h e  pipe shop 
were turned i n t o  f i n i s h e d  i.tems i n  t h e  machine shop and so ld  a s  n i i l l  s upp l i e s .  

Behind #22 and #24 i s  tha c a r p e n t e r  s h o p  and p a t t e r n  shop, a  two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  
l a i d  i n  seven-course American bond, probably cons t ruc ted  bet.wec11 1850 and 1860. The 
no r th  s i d e  o.E t h e  bu i ld ing  was demolished, and a  l a r g e  two-story .i.rood a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  
t o  accommodate t h e  necessary  equipment, probably i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  century."rrliiJ 
ca rpen te r  and p a t t e r n  sllop con ta ins  a  pl.aner, j o i ~ l c r ,  cross-cut: saw, t a b l e  saw, inortisd 
and 20 f t .  t imbcr s t r a i g h t e n i n g  p laner  on t h e  f i r s t  i l o o r ;  a  band saw, l a t h a ,  trimmer, 
d r i l l  p r e s s ,  l a b e l i n g  rnr~chi.~le, bendrr ,  t o o l  gri.itder and p laner  b lade  g r inde r  on the  
second f l o o r .  
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DESCRIPTION ( ~ o n t ' d . )  - 
"The equipment d a t e s  from 1830 t o  1900 and is  c u r r e n t l y  s e t  up wi th  overhead d r i v e  l i n e  

from e l e c t r i c  motors,  o r i g i n a l l y  they were steam d r iven  '.'...p he o l d e s t  p i ece  of equipment 
i s  t h e  twenty-foot t imber s t r a i g h t e n i n g  p lane r1  

"The wooden p a t t e r n s  f o r  c a s t i n g s  were made i n  t h i s  shop. P a t t e r n s  a r e  used t o  form t h e  
mold c a v i t y  and a r e  r equ i red  t o  be b u i l t  wi th  d r a f t  f o r  withdrawal from t h e  sand mold, 
p lus  allowance f o r  shr inkage  of  t h e  molten metal .  ... 

"The ca rpen te r  shop p o r t i o n  of t h e  bu i ld ing  was used t o  form t h e  wooden s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  
p r i m i t i v e  type  equipment made a t  t h e  complex, examples a r e  corn huskers ,  peanut s h e l l e r s ,  
plow frames and saw m i l l s . "  (m.) 
The major build$-ng i n  t h e  complex i s  t h e  foundry. B u i l t  about 1850, t h i s  massive b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e ,  l a i d  i n  American bond, was t h e  cen te r  of a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  foundry complex. 
The s t r u c t u r e  i s  f i v e  bays wide wi th  double s l i d i n g  doors on e i t h e r  s i d e .  A three-row 
co rbe l l ed  b r i ck  c o r n i c e  f i n i s h e s  t h e  wa l l s .  The s l a t e  roof i s  supported by forty- two- 
foo t  iiowe Trusses ,  above which i s  a  ' rec tangular  c l e a r s t o r y  l i g h t e d  by s i x  ganged windows 
on each of i t s  long s i d e s . " ~ h e  foundry bui ld ing  ... con ta ins  t h e  l a s t  remaining foundry 
boom of  i t s  type i n  t h e  U. S ,  ... The wooden boom covers  a  40 f t .  diameter  c i r c l e  wi th  a  
rack gear  f o r  r a d i a l  movenent of  t h e  hand h o i s t .  A f l o o r  p i t  furnace  was used f o r  
mel t ing  non-ferrous meta ls  l i k e  brass .  A t y p i c a l  cupola is l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  foundry 
f o r  me l t ing  c a s t  i ron .  A through-the-wall tap  i s  provided t o  remove t h e  molten i r o n  
and reduce i n s i d e  bu i ld ing  h e a t .  A be l t -d r iven  fan was used t o  supply  t h e  cupola d r a f t .  
A hone f a b r i c a t e d  dual  e l e v a t o r  system was d r i~ven  from t h e  same b e l t  system. ?'he 
e l e v a t o r  was used t o  h o i s t  i r o n  and coke t o  t h e  loading  l e v e l  of  t h e  cupola. Misc. 
t o o l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  h e r e  f o r  handling the  molten meta ls .  A smal l  oven i s  l o c a t e d  h e r e  
t o  reduce the  moi s tu re  content  of  t h e  molds, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  b r a s s  c a s t i n g s .  Narrow 
gauge t r a c k s  and hand push c a r s  were used f o r  h a n d l i n ~  s p e c i a l  molds on t h e  f l o o r  and 
i n  t h e  oven. A l a r g e  selection of mold f l a s k s  of both wood and m f t a l  a r e  s t o r e d  here .  
(Tile f l a s k s  were used t o  con ta in  t h e  sand,  which was rammed around t h e  p a t t e r n  t o  form 
t h c  mold c a v i t y .  Af t e r  removal of  the  p a t t e r n  t h e  co re  would be i n s e r t e d  and a  pour 
llole and r e l i e f  ven t s  hand fornled t o  complete t h e  mold). " ( % b i d . )  - .  

East  oE t h e  foundry i s  t h e  co re  room. >?ow a  r o o f l e s s  r u i n ,  t h e  c.ore room r e t a i n s  a  
towering square  smoke s t a c k  and may have a c t u a l l y  been p a r t  of another  foundry bu i ld ing  
now completely destroyed.  " T h i s  bu i ld ing  conta ins  a  core  ex t rude r  and ovens f o r  ctlring 
t t i ~  co res .  The co res  were used t o  rcduce t h e  weight of c a s t i n g  and/or provide h o l c s ,  
example, ornamental columns could Be c a s t  wi th  t h i n  wa l l s  us ing  c o r e s ,  o r  gea r s  could 
b(r c a s t  with th ru  ho le s  f o r  s h a f t  mounting, Cores were formed i n  wooden molds by tamp- 
ing  a  s p e c i a l  mixture  of sand, c l a y  and binder  i n t o  t h e  mold c a v i t y .  The co re  was thcc 
rcmoved, coated wi th  a  r e l e a s e  m a t e r i a l  l i k e  carbon black and then baked t o  s e t  tire 
binder.  The bu i ld ing  con ta ins  exccllctnt excslples of both co re  molds and corer, s t i l l  
remaining a f t e r  yea r s  of  cxposure t o  t h e  e l e~ncn t s .  ('L11r.y have been moved t o  a  
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DESCRIPTION (Cont ' d  .) 

pro tcc t cd  a rea  f o r  p re se rva t ion ) .  

"lhe[ruind of a  two s t o r y  s t a b l e  bu i ld ing  is loca ted  behind t h e  foundry and was used 
f o r  dray animals.  T h c . u s e b f  t h e  second f l o o q  i s  unknown (most l i k e l y  s t o r a g c ) . , . .  
Located o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a b l e s  i s  a  4 0  f t .  c rushing  tower wi th  a  5 0 0  l b .  b a l l  used t o  
crush r e j e c t  c a s t i n g s  f o r  remelt ing.  " (u.) 

JFY 



SIGNIFICANCE 
. . 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

A R C H E U L U b Y  PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING .-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONE)MICS -LITERATURE 

AXARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

XCOMMERCE , -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY . 
-COMMUNICATIONS XINDUSTRY - POLITICSIGOVERNMENT 

XINVENTION 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

- S ~ C I A U H U M A N I T A R I A N  

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

I 
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

I 
! 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIF!CANCE 

The Appomattox I ron  Works i s  a  unique complex of n ine  s t r u c t u r e s  which d e t a i l  the  t r a n s i -  ,, - 
t i o n  from an ante-bellum a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy t o  t h e  e a r l y  decades of i n d u s t r i a l  develop- 
ment i n  t h e  South fol lowing t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  Within t h e  bu i ld ings  o f  t h e  
I ron  lJorks is one of t h e  most complete phys ica l  records  of an e a r l y  i r o n  foundry i n  t h e  

I1 country. ?.l id-nineteenth-century machines whose major working components a r e  wood s t and  ., 

by l a t e r  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e a r l y  c a s t - i r o n  machines, some e v e n b o a s t i n g  s imple  poynted 
Gothic-arch des ign  a t  a  time when t h e  machine was regarded as  ornamental a s  w e l l  as  ! 
func t iona l .  The wood p a t t e r n s  from which t h e  ma jo r i ty  of  t h e  items were c a s t  a t  the 
ironworks remain i n  long, unca.talogued she lves  ranging from small  gears  and andirons I 

I 
t o  r~iassive b o i l e r  doors and three-foot-diameter  gears .  ,I ~, . . 

The s t r u c t u r e s  themselves cover t h e  range of  s t y l e s  from t h e  Federa l  c o m m e r c i a l / r e s i d e n t i a l ~  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  t o  mid-nineteenth-century f u n c t i o n a l  m i l l  bu i ld ings ,  t o  the  commercial a r ch i -  ! 
t e c t u r e  of  a  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  s t o r e .  

'I The o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  machine shop(1/28 Old S t r e e t ) ,  bordering Pennes ter  Al ley ,  i s  an 
important element i n  Pe te r sburg ' s  ante-bellum commercial d i s t r i c t ,  a s  i t  was spared  i n  
t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  f i r e  of 1815 which l e v e l l e d  much of  t h a t  a rea  of t h e  c i t y .  Ea r ly  r e p o r t s  
of t h e  f i r e  i n d i c a t e  i t  was s topped j u s t  e a s t  of P28. The l o t  on which t h i s  bu i ld ing  
s tands  was s o l d  by Robert Caldwell t o  " L i t t l e b e r r y  E. Stainback,  Richard Drummond and 
Spencer Drummond, merchants and p a r t n e r s  a c t i n g  under t h e  f i rm and s t i l e  [sic] of  ! 

' !  
L i t t l e b c r r p  E. S ta inback  and Company of t h e  town of Petersburg,"  f o r  $5,230 (DeedBook 3, I 

p.  539). L. E. S ta inback  was a  s h i p p i n g  merchant, a t  t h e  time when t h e  ~ o r t  of  Pe te r s -  
burg was t h e  l a s t  navigable  p o r t  on t h e  Appomattox River  and was one of t h e  major in l and  
p o r t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The f i rm owned t h e  s t r u c t u r e  u n t i l  November 1850; i t  was probably 
t h i s  f i rm who ?zonstructed t h e  bu i ld ing ,  a s  the  previous owner, Robert Caldwell,  owned 
the  proper ty  on ly  t h r e e  months, and the  deed of s a l e  does not  mention t h e  bu i ld ing .  I 
This bu i ld ing  siioas an important  s t e p  i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  l a r g e  F e d e r a l - s t y l e  
co;nmcrci.al/residential s t r u c t u r e s  i n  Pe tersburg ,  as i t  i s  t h e  only  remaining s t r u c t u r e  
i n  t h e  c i t y  where t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  were housed i n  an apartment under a s e p a r a t e  roof 
a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  bui ld ing .  

The Appomattox Foundry Company, a s  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  i n  1876, was l o c a t e d  a t  #33 
Old S t r e e t .  I t s  agent  was William G. Pearse. By 1838 t h e  name had been changed t o  t h e  
Appomattox I r o n  Works wi th  t h e  address  being given a s  1133 and 1'135. I n  1891 the  ironr.rorks 
were being opera ted  by t h e  f i rm of Armstrong, S t e e r  and Company. Apparent ly t h e  move 
t o  t h e  p resen t  locat i -on came i n  1899, as  t h e  address  t h a t  ycar  i s  l i s t e d  as  632-34 Old 
St~:ecit. I n  1903 Esek and Albe r t  L. S t e r r s  a r e  l i s t e d  as t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of t h e  Appoinattox 
I ron  t\7orlcs a t  #28-34 Old S t r e e t .  

(see Continuat ion Sheet #G) ,I 
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SIGNIFICANCE . 
There were i r o n  ope ra t ions  on t h e  s i t e  a t  l e a s t  as  e a r l y  a s  1850; t h e  C i ty  Direc tory  
of  1866 shows t h a t  t h e  Petersburg I ron  Works, l oca ted  a t  ii4L1 Old S t r e e t ,  was operated 
by T. Alphonse ~ i c k s o n ,  Superintendent .  

The foundry ceased ope ra t ions  i n  1946. The machine shop opera ted  u n t i l  1952, and t h e  
m i l l  and supply s t o r e  was c l o s e d  i n  1972. 

One of t h e  most noted invent ions  manufactured a t  t h e  Appomaftox I ron  Works was t h e  
Peanut S h e l l e r ,  Cra f t ed  of wood and metal ,  t hese  machines were s o l d  across  t h e  South-- 
f i r s t ,  as  hand-driven models and l a t e r ,  t r a c t o r  d r iven ,  

The blacksmith shop suppl ied  homes, farms, and bus inesses  with items such a s  andi rons ,  
c o a l  g r a t e s ,  h inges ,  hoes, t i e  b a r s ,  axes ,  fences ,  g a t e s ,  wheels,  g e a r s ,  and s h a f t s ,  
from t h e  b a s i c  components t o  f i n i s h e d  machines. Without an ope ra t ion  such as  tile 
Appomatiox I ron  Works, t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and commercial i n t e r e s t s  i n  and around Petersburg  
would have had t o  depend on d i s t a n t  manufacturers ,  something a  t h r i v i n g  t r a d i n g  cen te r  
could not  a f f o r d ,  It i s  t h i s  accumulated c o l l e c t i o n  of machines, p a t t e r n s ,  molds, and 
ironworking t o o l s  t h a t  made t h e  complex an outs tanding  record of  an te-be l lun  i r o n  
manufacturing i n  t h e  South. 

The complex has been purchased by M r .  Frank Peckinpaugh, who has opened a small  museum 
I 
! i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  fonner  ope ra t ion  of  t h e  ironworks, 23 small  forge  ope ra t ion  producing 

I 
such items as  f i r e p l a c e  u t e n s i l s  and cooking u t e n s i l s  i s  i n  ope ra t ion  i n  t h e  foundry 
bu i ld ing  employing one of  t h e  hand-operated forges ,  It i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  owner 

I t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  ironworks a s  a  working museum d i sp lay ing  t h e  mid-to 1at.e nineteenth-cen-  
tu ry  ironworking techniques which were t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  of t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Kevolution i n  

! t h ~  South. The complex of bui ld ings  and i t s  con ten t s  have r e c e n t l y  been recorded by 
! the H i s t o r i c  American Engineering Record. The r e p o r t s  have not  y e t  been conipleted. 
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NATIONAL - STATEX LOCAL-- 

-. 
AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Presewstion Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) .  1 

I i 
I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion i n  the National Register and certify that i t  has beer1 evaluated according to  the 1 
t 
I 






