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—_EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED _.UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
Xcooo : —RUINS - XaLTERED __MOVED  DATE

—FAIR ~—UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Poplar Lawn Historic District, located south of downtown Petersburg, is
composed primarily of mid- to late 19th-century, single-family residences grouped about a
two-block green. The eleven-block area is bordered to the north by Surrey Lane (an alley)
and College Place, to the east by S. Jefferson Street, to the south by Fillmore and D'Arcy
Streets, and to the west by 8. Sycamore and Harrison Streets. The plan of the district
- follows an irregular grid plan centered about the park, itself bordered to the north by
late 19th-century Colonlal and Georgian Revival houses (in a rough visual extension of
Liberty Street}, to the east of S. Jefferson Street, to the south by Fillmore Street, and
to the west by S. Sycamore Street. Streets within the district are minor residential
avenues with the exception of §. Sycamore and S. Jefferson Streets. These latter streets
provide vehicular communication in a north - south direction to and from the downtown
area and Appomattox Bridge.

The park is approximately two blocks in area, generally formed of flat and gently
sloping land. To the southeast lies a small ravine, used in the 1870s as a goldfish
pond. Early topographical maps and photographs depict Poplar Lawn as a lush garden of
trees and rich plantings traversed by picturesque paths. Today it retains numerous trees,
a late 19th-century fountain to the southwest, and a late 19th-century garden shed to the
southeast, A small early 20th-~century shelter stands near the bottom of the ravine. The
original 19th-century paths remain in addition to more recent "short cut' paths cutting
across sections of the lawn. The present condition of the park is fair and in need of
general maintenance.

Several streets within the district share rows of deciduous trees; Liberty, Harrison,
and Fillmore Streets contrast starkly with these. Marshall Street is unique in having
trees line both sides from S. Sycamore to S. Jefferson Streets. Adding to the district's
landscape scheme, most dwellings observe a setback line twenty~five feet from the sidewalk
permitting individual plantings and lawns. Occasionally, as noted on the east side of
the 200 block of §. Sycamore Street, houses share a continuous cast—iron fence, while
residences enclosed by individual cast-iron fences spot the remainder of the district.
Better examples of cast-iron work are found at 405 S. Sycamore and 244 8. Sycamore.

These ornamental fences give continuity to both individual streetscapes and the district
alike.

While buildings located within the survey area date from the late 18th century to
the present, most were constructed during the second half of the 19th century. One of
the earliest extant structures within Poplar Lawn Historic District is the Bolling-Zimmer
House at 244 S. Sycamore Street (circa 1830). This two-story Federal residence (mow
offices), constructed of a very even Flemish-bond brick, still carries its original
windows, sashes, doors and handsome porch. A second Federal structure wurthy of note is
the John Smith Residence at 126 S, Adams (1834).

A late 18th-century, lk-story (now 2 stories) wood frame Georgian residence survives
at 126 S§. Jefferson ( ca. 1790). Though altered through the addition of a half story
and removal of the original entrance porch, this building contributes both historically

and architecturally to the district.

Greek Revival residences stand at 108-110 Marshall Street (1850-1857), 133 Marshall
Street (1820-45), and 228 S. Sycamore (1835-55). With its two-story portico extending
across the entire facade, this latter example is unique in Petersburg.

 (See Continuation Sheet #1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE i

The Poplar Lawn Historie District is a thh—century residentlal neighborhood centered:
about a two-block public green and historically was the site of notable military and soc1a}
- events in Petersburg. In response to growth patterns established in the late 18th and early!
19th centuries, most of the park land and areas now defined by the historic district were
annexed to the city of Petersburg in 1816. Within the district, the annexed land includes
the area south of Marshall and east of S. Sycamore Streets. Though the site of public
recreation as early as 1800, it was not until 1846 that Poplar Lawn, as the park was knowni
through most of the 19th century, was purchased by the city. The property was acquired i
for $15,000 from George W. Bolling.

In spite of the construction of several large upper middle-class homes in the area,
the neighborhood was slow to develop. Editorials in the Daily Southside Democrat ‘
appaared in 1854 bemoaning the condition of the Lawn. One tersely noted, "The lawn, at i
once the muster ground and the mulery of a great and growing ecity, is now a den of cows,
and the noble, long eared animals have surrendered their fair possession to inglorious
kine."? Little was done to improve the park until the planting and landscaping of 1869,

In a controversial move in 1871, city fathers proposed extending S. Adams Street ;
through the park to Fillmore, subdividing and selling land west of S. Adams and east of !
5. Sycamore Streets. Pgbllc pressure against this move remained strong, and the project
never came to fruition. '

Realizing the public usefulness and appeal of Poplar Lawn, the city did an about-
face, setting aside funds to clean up and improve the park land (1873). These plans ;
called for construction of a small lake in the lower section, directly across from St.
Andrews Street. By 1874 the lake was enlarged and stocked with goldfish, and Poplar }
Lawvn had completed its transformaglon from a "den of cows" to a "place of resort for the
ladies and children of the city.

The last and most significant improvement of Poplar Lawn occurred in 1875. At this
time funds were appropriated _for the planting of five hundred trees on Poplar Lawn at a
cost of one hundred dollars. It was probably during this year also that irregular
paths were laid out in rough concentric and radiating patterns. The plan of the park
reflects the popularity of landscape theories practiced by Frederick Law Olmsted during
the second half of the 19th century.

TR IR

Poplar lawn was the site of nilitary activity from the War of 1812 through the
Civil War. 1In the War of 1812 and the Mexican War, Petersburg volunteers drilled and
camped on the Lawn., In 18247Lafayette was honored here. The Petersburg Artillery
drilled at the park in 1843, The Fourth Battalion of Virginia camped here on April 19,
1861, During the Civil War, the park was the location of a temporary hospital caring -
for Federal prisoners, and following the Battle of the Crater on July 10, 1864, it was

(See Continuation Sheet #153)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Italianate proved popular in Petersburg. Italianate residences flourished
throughout the Poplar Lawn area from mid-century to the late 90s. Late antebellum
(1850-1861) Italianate buildings are located at 1 Surrey Lane, 123 S. Sycamore, 129 8.
Sycamore, and 205 S. Sycamore. Post-Reconstruction (1875-1900) Italianate residences
dominate the district with clusters of builder and speculative houses on Adams, Filli-
more, and Marshall Streets. Other examples are found on the north side of Central
Park and at 20, 22, and 26 Liberty Street. ' :

Finally, a handsome Second Empire residence stands at 226-228 S. Jefferson Street
(1882). This 2%-story frame house remains basically unaltered on the exterior and
contributes greatly to the scale and character of the district.

Most structures within the Poplar Lawn Historic District were bullt as detached,
single-family dwellings. Most are 2-and 2)s-story, white frame structures sharing a
consistent scale and color scheme. Woven within this fabric are numerous masonry
(brick) buildings of a similar height presenting secondary color patterns. Two 20th-
century buildings (1957-65) at 402-408 S, Sycamore Street do not conform ' to the
established pattern of the district. These contemporary, ona-story brick offices,
occupying the southwest corner opposite the park, break from the surrounding urban
scheme in their low scale and simplified form. It is unfortunate the southwest corner
of the park lacks a stronger architectural statement. A 1950s, one~story, single-
family, stucco residence located at 128 Fillmore similarly breaks with established
patterns in its olive-green color, low scale, and box-like form. In addition, volds
resulting from the loss of houses on the west side of the 200 block of 5. Sycamore
Street give this streetscape a spotted, uneven appearance. This unfortunately breaks
the cluster of several of the more pretentious residences in the district. However,
on the whole, the Poplar Lawn Historic District continues to retain its 19th-century
flavor. No high~rise buildings break the 19th-century skyline and, with minor
exceptions, urban sprawl and renewal programs have bypassed this area. Though a handful
of 20th-century structures have crept in, most do not detract from the overall character

of the district.

(See Continuation Sheet #2)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, houses in the Poplar Lawn area were
built for a middle tec upper-class clientele. Today, the majority of these single-
family residences serve as duplexes and apartments. Concurrent with the change from
single- to multiple-family housing has been a general decline in the upkeep of the
structures, streets, sidewalks, park, and general landscape. 1In addition, electric
and telephone wires have been allowed to clutter viewsand detract from the overall
appearance of the area,

BNZ

INVENTORY (I’Zfb——qt"> ToTAL 154 #s

Below 1s an inventory of all the buildings comprising Poplar lLawn Historic
District:

Poplar Lawn Historic District-Inventory L

South Adams Street

123: c¢inder block with brick facade, 1 story, flat roof, side entrance porch.
Contemporary commercial vernacular. €ao.1960., Does not conform to historic
character of district.

126: brick with Flemish-bond facade, 2 stories, hip roof, l-story porch additiom,
Federal. 1834. Original windows, sashes, door with fanlight. Home of Nora Fontaine
Maury Davidson, teacher and principal of the Confederate Schoel on Harrison Street

and originator of National Decoration Day (now Memorial) Day). This house is listed in
the Mutual Assurance records, file R14/V.93/N,8056. (hlaxz 2% - 22

132-34: brick with pressed-brick facade; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; double residence;
l-story, single-bay side porches; Greek Revival, ca. 1832, Porches original, raised
basement, metal roof. (alao 12%-11

138-40: brick, 2 stories, low-pitch roof, town houses, Italianate. Ca. 1883, Front
porches and ironwork added. Twin of 142.

142: brick, 2 stories, low-pitch roof, town house, front porch probably later addition.
Italianate. <Ca. 1880. Twin of 138-40. Integral part of three town house block.

214: weatherboard frame, 2 stories, gable roof, three bays, l-story porch, Greek
Revival. Erected 1840-1855, Tripartite windows on second floor,

(See Continuation Sheet #3)
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7. DESCRIPTION - Poplar Lawn Historic District-Inventory - South Adams Street {Continued

’41 225: brick, 1 story, gable roof, Contempoﬁary church. Ca. 1965. Does not conform
to prevalent scale of district.

224-26: weatherboard frame, 2 stories, low-pitch roof, 2 l1-story porches. Italianate.
,f% Erected 1870-1890. Original 2-1light sash and windows. Original doorway and doors.
Metal roof.

/Ol 230: weatherboard frame, 2 stories, low-pitch hip roof, screened-in, l-story porch.
Italianate. Erected 1890-1900., Side-hall plan, metal roof.

: 232: weatherboard frame, 2 stories, low-pitch hip roof, l-story proch. Italianate,
AO Erected 1890-1900. Side-hall plan, metal roof., Similar to 230, Both probably
constructed at same time, :

A\ 233: contemporary 20th-century vernacular. Filler.

236: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; multi-gabled roof; 1l-story, single-bay entrance
porch. Colonial Revival., Fan vents in gables.

% 239: weatherboard frame, 2 stories, gable roof, l~-story porch. Greek Revival.
A Erected 1835-50. One of the oldest houses in this district.

q 243: weatherboard frame, 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story porch. Colonial Revival.
- €a. 1900. Metal roof.

Poplar Lawn (Buildings on Poplar Lawn face directly onto the green)
,\E: 109: frame, 2% stories, hipped roof with cross gable, 4 bays. Vernacular. Ca. 1900.

111: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, l-story porch, Italianate. <Ca. 1830. Porch is

/“ﬁ later addition, Metal rcof. 2-1light sash.

115: weatherboard frame; 2% stories; hip roof with gabled dormer addition; l-story, 2~

/V] bay porch. Colonial Revival. Ca, 1900. Metal roof,

-ﬁ% 119: weatherboard frame; 2% stories; l-story, single-bay porch; Georgian Revival.
Ca. 1915-25. Wide roof eaves, low dormer window, metal roof.

q 123: weatherboard frame; 2% stories; hip roof with hip dormer; 1~story, 2-bay porch.
- Georgian Revival. Metal roof. '

(See Continuation Sheet #4)
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7. DESCRIPTION - Poplar Lawn Historic District-Inventory

Fillmore Street

16-18: weatherboard frame; 2 story; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch; Italianate.

(10 Ca. 1877~90. Double residence. Double brackets supporting wide roof eave, segmented

arched windows.

22: weatherboard frame; 2% stories; hip roof; l-story, 2-bay porch. Colenial Revival.

,21 Ca. 1900-1910. Double columns support porch. Central gabled dormer. Recessed bay

window east side of facade.

177 24: weatherboard frame; 2% stories, gable roof with rear side wing, l-story porch,
Eastlake/Queen Anne. Ca. 1880-95. Cut-out work in gables.

-25 28-30: weatherboard frame, 2% stories, hip roof with central gabled dormer. Double

residence with double-bay windows and porches. Colonial Revival. Ca. 1900-1915,
Metal roof.

Ca., 1877-85,

%% 34: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 4-bay porch; Italianate.

102: weatherboard frame; 2% stories; hip roof with central pedimented dormer; l-story,

/3' 3-bay porch with pedimented central bay. Colonial Revival, Ca. 1890-1915. Metal roof.

@V 104: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; hip roof; front and side single-story porches with

-~ notable spindle work. Italianate. Ca. 1877-90. Metal roof,

17 106: stuccoed-covered brick; 1) stories; gable roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. Bungalow.
-

Ca. 1925, Asphalt roof.

108: stucco -covered brick; 1l stories; gable red-tiled roof with central shed

e dormer; l-story, 3-bay porch, Spanish Colonial Revival. Bungalow. Ca. 1925.

120: weatherboard frame: 2% stories; hip roof with central pedimented dormer; l-story,

,1? 4~bay porch, Colonial Revival. Ca, 1910. Aluminum siding added,

124: weatherboard frame, 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story porch. Late 19th~century

160 builder house. Ca. 1885-1910.

128: weatherboard, 1 story, low-pitch roof. Tract house. Ca. 1950-65. This house is
out of scale with the district.

132: weatherboard frame; 2% stories; gable roof with side wing; l-story, 5-bay porch;

7
-7 Colonial Revival. Ca. 1880-90.

(See Continuation Sheet #5)
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7. DESCRIPTION ~ Poplar Lawn Historic District-Inventory

Barrison Street

2% Corner Harrison and College Place: brick, 2 stories, low-pitch roof. Late 19th~century
Commercial Vernacular. Ca. 1900, '

219: weatherboard frame;-l story, low-pitch roof, 3-bay porch. Turn-of-the-century
speculative house. Ca. 1890-1910. -

4;5 223: board and batten, 1 story, hip roof, l-bay pedimented central porch. Gothic
Revival Cottage. Ca. 1870. This small builder's cottage is unique In Petersburg.

ﬂﬁ-225—227: bricktex covered weatherboard, 2 stories, low-pitch roof, double residence,
- l-story central porch. Turn-of-the-century speculative house. Ca. 1890-1910.
,67 231: Vacant.

' g 235-237: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch roof, double residence, l-story,
-7 3-bay porch. Turn-of-the~-century speculative house, Ca. 18%0-1910.

25 239-241: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; double residence; l-story,
7" 4-bay porch. Turn-of-the-century speculative house. Ca. 1890-1910. '

Yo 243: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pltch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. Turn-of-
the-century speculative house., Ca. 1890-1910.

South Jefferson Street

123: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. TItalianate,
MU Ca. 1877-90. Side~hall plan.

b{,L_.'I.ZS: weatherboard frame; 1 story, low-pitch roef, 1-bay central poxch, Late 19th-.
A T¢century vernacular. Ca. 1877-90.

3 126: weatherboard frame; 2 stories on raised basement, low-pitch roof, central porch
Y removed. Georgian, Ca. 1790-1810., Large exterior side chimmeys. Probably oldest

house on Jefferson Street.

44129: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay Eastlake porch.
“1" Italianate. Ca. 1877-90. Side-hall plan. Wide eaves visually supported by single

brackets.

L"{203~205: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; gable and mansard roofs; l~story, 4-bay porch.
-11" Second Empire (altered). Ca. 1850-85. House greatly altered.

(See Continuation Sheet #6)




UM g TU- SUU3
{Hev 10-74}

UNITED'STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - Foﬂﬂpsusaonuyr
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SRR
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

Poplar Lawn Historic District, Petersburg, Virginié

CONTINUATION SHEET 4g : ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE g¢

7. DESCRIPTION - Poplar Lawn Historic District-Inventory
South Jefferson Street (Continued)

209: weatherboard frame; 2 story, gable roof, l-story porch with pedimented bay
JL@ entrance, Queen Anne/Colonial Revival., Ca. 1885-1900, Side-hall plan. Bay window
crowned by pediment.

q 215: weatherboard framej; 2 story; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch supported by
Doric columns. Greek Revival. Ca. 1840.

qg 216 weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. Italianate.
Ca. 1880. Segmental, single-pane sash.

qq 221-223: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch reoof, l-story porch with side
pedimented bay. Italianate. Ca. 1880.

. 224: brick, 2% stories, low-pitch roof with central hip dormer, l-story central porch.
27 Georgian Reviva], 1900-1920. Central plan, 2~light sash. .

s 225: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story porch. Late 1Sth-century
| - vernacular, Ca., 1880-95.

226-228 (Davis House): weatherboard frame; 2% stories; mansard roof; l-story, single-

Sz.bay porch. Second Empire. Ca. 1882, Slate roof with color patterns still evident.
Dormer windows. Segmental windows with heads first and second stories. Central
projecting pavilion. - Belvedere on roof. Cast~iron cresting.

_ 229-233: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch roof with central gable, l—stbry
5% porch with paired columns, Italianate, Ca. 1850-75. Paired segmental windows under
central gable,

<4 234-236: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; double residence; l-story,
- single~bay side porches. 1Italianate. Ca. 1850-70. Metal roof. '

4’235 weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. Italianate.
Ca, 1850~75. Side-hall plan.

1 239: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story porch. Greek Revival
- remodeled as Italianate.

¢ 251: weatherboard frame; 2% stories, gable rocf, l-story porch. Queen Anme. Ca. 1890.
- Second-story balcony screened in. :

301: weatherboard frame; 2% stories; hip roof; central 1l-story, single-bay pedimented-

7 : i
.59 porch. Georgian Revival. Ca. 1890-1925. (See Continuation Sheet #7)
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7. DESCRIPTION - Poplar Lawn Historic District-Inventory

South Jefferson Street (Continued)

,94 305: weatherboard frame; 25 stories, low-pitch roof, porch. Georgiar Revival.

gat

prl

311: ©brick, 2% stories. Williamsburg Colonial. Ca. 1950-65.

Ca. 1910.

323: brick, 1) stories, gable roof with symmetrical pedimented dormers, central single-

bay pedimented porch. New Colonial. Ca. 1940-55.

% 327: brick, 2 stories, gable roof, New Colonial. Ca. 1940-55.

-

401: weatherboard frame; 2% stories, gable roof, l-story porch. Queen Anne/Colonial

Revival. Ca. 1890.

4405: weatherboard frame; 2% stories, gable roof with symmetrical gable dormers, porch

S
1t

A2

removed, Turn-of-the~century speculative house, Ca. 1890-1915.

Ca. 1850.

liberty Street

§/409: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 5~-bay porch. Greek Revival,

18: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, gable roof, l-story central single-bay pedimented

porch. Georgian Revival., Ca. 1920-45. Slate roof.

20: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story porch. Italianate.
90. Side-hall plan. Built at same time as 22 and 26.

22: weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story porch. Italianate.
1877-90. Side-hall plan. Reverse plan as 20 and 26.

25: Vacant Lot.

261 weatherboard frame; 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story porch. Italianate,
1877-90. Side-hall plan. Built at same time as 20 and 22.

Ca. 1877-

Ca.

Ca.

29: brick, 2 stories, low-pitch roof, l-story side entrance porch. Ttalianate. Ca.
1850-70. Corbeled window brackets, double brackets under eave, side-hall plan.

30: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch hip roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. Italianate.

Ca, 1877-90.

33: brick; 2 stories; flat roof; 3 bays; l-story, 3-bay porch with turned spindle

work. TFastlake/Stick. Ca. 1875.

(See Continuation Sheet {t8)
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34: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch with elaborate
scrollwork. Italianate. Ca. 1877-90.

J ,1§ 36: Vacant Lot.

1U 39: weatherboard frame; 2 stories; low-pitch hip roof; l-story, 3-bay porch with central
pediment. Italianate. Ca. 1877-90. Central-hall plan. ' '

.1q 40: brick; 1 story, low-pitch roof. Contemporary office building. Ca. 1968~74. Out
of scale and character with the distrlct

/1% 41: Vacant Lot.'

44 43: weatherboard frame: 2 stories; gable roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. Eastlake/Italianate.
' Ca. 1877-90. L-shape plan. l-story bay window on rear wing. Sawnyork~ in end gable.

Marshall Street

This street is marked by trees lining both sides from Sycamore to Jefferson. 1In
addition, occasional iron fences, low cement property walls, and individual landscaping
make Marshall one of the more attractive streets in the distriet.

7: brick; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, single-bay porch. Italianate. Ca. 1845-
%C' 61. Originally this building was the kitchen/servants! quarters/carriage house for
137 South Sycamore Street.

Y 9: brick; 1 story; gable roof; small l-story, l-bay porch. New Colonial. 1948,

14: brick; 2 stories, low-pitch roof. Italianate. Ca. 1850-75. Probably an out-
building for the Ragland Mansion at 123 South Sycamore Street.

%; 18: brick, with pressed-brick-facade; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story porch.
~%" Italianate. Ca. 1850-70. Probably twin of 22 Marshall.

gq 22: brick, with pressed-brick facade; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; 1 story, 3-bay porch.
- Italianate. Ca.1850-70. Interior side chimneys.
95’ 104: brick; 2 stories; low-pitch roof; l-story, 3-bay porch. Italianate. @5, 1875-90,
’?Q,IOS brick and frame; 1 story on high basement, hip roof, 5 bays, l-story central
entrance porch. Colonial Revival. Ca. 1977. Minor architectural significance.

(See Continuation Sheet #9)













































