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SUMMARY DESCRIPTICN

The Folly Castie Historic District as extended comprises approximately five blocks of a
residential neighborhood on the west side of downtown Petersburg with a portion of West
Washingron Street at its center. There are seventy-three residences and contributing
outbuildings in the expanded district and four non-residential buildings. The latter are:
First Baptist and Second Presbyterian churches, the now-abandoned Petersburg LI-E?h
School (all of which front West Washington Street), and an abandoned store on Lafayette
Street next to Brick House Run. Also included within the historic district are landscape
features such as woodex and iron fences, tiled waiks, and granite curbs. An elaborate cast-
iron tence (a contribuiing object in the district) is located at the southeast corner of
Hinton and Davis streets, a lone reminder of the grand Greek Revival mansion, known as
the Dunlop House, that once occupied this elevated corner lot. The boundaries of the
existing district include Second Presbyterian Church and residences fronting the north side
of West Washington Street from Lafayerte to Davis streets, the south side of West
Washington Street from Guarantee to Perry streets, and the west side of Perry Street from
Washington Street to West Wwvthe Street. The expanded district includes houses fronting
~ Hinton Street from Hazel Street east to 235 Hinton Street, West Washington Street from
Pine to Davis Street, Lafayette Street from West Washington to Commerce Street, and
both Guarantee and Perry streets from West Washington to West Wythe Street.

[n general, the district represents a typical nineteenth-century residential neighborhood
with buildings dating from 1763 to 1928, including a cross section of housing types from
grand manstons to workers’ housing for mostly middle class residents. Architectural styles
within the district include a broad range including Georgian, Federal, Italianate, Queen
Anne, Neo-Classical Revival, and Colonial Revival. The majority of the houses in the
district are of wood-frame construction; the remainder, consisting of brick or other
masonry with a stucco finish, all front West Washington Street, the only major
thoroughfare in the district. The district contains several double houses, both brick and
ame. Unformnately, some buildings are abandoned or are in extreme disrepair and
several have experienced a terminal encounter with the bulldozer, Some of the lots have
seen new construction; four of these newer buildings exist atpresent and unanimously

receive the designation of noncontributing.
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ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The Folly Castle Historic District had its origins in the late eighteenth century with the
establishment of some rather significant houses on sizable piots of land. The first of
these. Folly Castle, located at 323 West Washington Street, can best be described as a
Georgian house that underwent alteration in the Italianate style in 1874. The gardens
associated with this estate were quite large, extending north to Brick House Run and west
to Lafayerte Street. The wood-frame house, erected in 1763 by Peter Jones V, is two
stories on a raised basement. The five-bay house features a hipped roof with paired
interior end chimneys, beaded siding, and a modillion-block cornice. Originally Georgian
i style. the house has seen the addition of a pair of round-arched windows to the second
tloor. bracketed window linteis, and an Italianate front porch with a projecting center bay,
parred fluted Ionic columns, bracketed cornice, and turned balustrade. The interior is.
largely Ttalianate, with details dating from the 1874 renovation campaign. A fine cast-iron
fence and gate defines the front yard, which was larger before 1855, when the house was
moved a hundred feet south. The property today includes several outbuildings, some of
which have been appended to the house. including a mid-nineteenth-century two-story

brick kitchen.

Another significant late-eighteenth-century house that defines the district on the south
side of West Washington Street is the Donnan House at 26 Perry Street, which was built
around 1810 by Joel Hammond. This two-story wood-frame Georgian house with a raised
basement is associated with the prominent Donnan family. The original front porch.
which was nearly identical to the existing south porch, was enlarged around 1847 when the
house was purchased by John Donnan, and remodeled in the Greek Revival style.
featuring square columns, a denticulated entablature, and a simple balustrade. The first-
floor windows also underwent modification; they were enlarged to floor-length. A
Georgian dog-leg stair with molded rail, balusters, and newel is the most significant
remaining onginal interior feature. Other interior detailing is largely in the Greek Revival
style. The onginal two-story wood-frame kitchen exists today, detached from the main
house, as a separate dwelling. Landscape features inciude a wood picket fence and linden
trees along Perry Street planted by John Donnan from seedlings brought from Germany.
The house remained in the Donnan family until the 1970s.

Strawberry Hill (individually listed on the National Register), located at 235 Hinton
Street. is a handsome, two-story, wood-frame, Federal-style residence with a central
pavilion situated between symmetrical wings to the east and west. The house was built
around 1800; in 1816 the one-story side wings were altered by the addition of a second
floor. The main entrance doorway and interior woodwork are original and exceptional
examples of period craftsmanship. The house was severely altered around the turn of the

century when it was converted into three residences. The wings were extended and the
front entrance was moved one bay to the west. Over the past six years the house has
undergone restoration to recreate its post-1816 symmetry. Originally, to the north and
west of the house existed extensive gardens compiete with granite waiks and a spring.
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The house direculy north of the Donnan House, at 18 Perry Street, once the home and
scnool of Jonathan Smith, is a two-and-a-half-story wood-frame residence constructed
berween 1790 and 1820. Originally located at the southwest corner of Perry and West
Washington streets, it was moved 1o its present site in 1856 by Robert Dunn McIlwaine.
With the relocation of this Federal-style house came the addition of an entrance porch on
the east end. This porch, executed in'the Greek Revival style, includes heavy square
columns and a wide entablature. Another change made at the time of the move included
the addition of a chimney on the north side of the house which eliminated two windows

and displaced two others.

During the first half of the nineteenth century little new construction activity took place in
Ing 10 OCCUr. An important pre-

the district. By the late 1850s, deveiopment was beginning
Civil War house in the district dates from 1858 and is an excellent example of the
[talianate style. Known as the Mcllwaine-Friend House, it was designed by the local
architect B. I. Black. Located at 404 West Washington Street, this two-story brick with
stucco house on a raised basement has an unusual front porch with a double-arched front
opening ornamented with a massive pendant, paneled square columns, a bracketed
cornice, and heavy iron cresting at the roof. The detailing of the house includes paired
segmental- and round-arched windows with elaborate cast-iron hood molds, a heavy
bracketed cornice. and iron balconies at the first-floor front windows. The original kitchen
- building to the south was appended to the main house around 1910 and functions as a rear
wing. A fine cast-iron fence encloses the property; on the porch are two original cast-iron
benches made by the Philadelphia firm ofp Wood and Perrot.

12 Perry Street is a simple, two-story, wood-frame, bouse located on the northwest corner
of Perry and West Wythe (then Lawrence) streets; its earliest (north) section likely dares
from around 1850; probably in the 1860s or 1870s the side-hall-plan house became more
svimmetrical with the addition of the southern section. The house was given [talianate
flavor with a full-length one-story porch and projecting wooden window hoods on the

second-floor windows.

Several houses were constructed by the 1850s, including the following along West

Washington Street: 416, which is similar in construction to 42 Perry; and 523-528, 527, and
ous, make up one of the most cohesive sections of the

531-333. These last three, all conti p
district on the north side of West “?:shm on Street. The deuble house at 523-525is 2
brick Greek Revival house with Easﬂake%talianate double porches. The house at 527 is a

brick Greek Revival/Italianate dwelling with a full-length Greek Revival porch consisting
of fluted Doric columns and a wide entablature. The double house at 531-533, a two-story
wood-frame Italianate dwelling, has some of its originai cast-iron fence and gates
remaining. The house on the corner of West Washington and Lafayette streets is larger
and more unusual than the other Italianate dwellings of the district with its massing and

projecting bays.
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The remainder of the houses along West Washington Street date from the post-Civil War
period and are mostly examples of the Italianate style. These houses contribute to the
cohestve streetscape of uniform scale, materials, and setback. Some of the more stately
homes at the east end of the streer are noted for their fine architectural details and
landscape features, particularly 303, 309, and 315 (designed by Harrison Waite, a local
architect, and said to be the first house in the district ta have electricity). These houses
share common characteristics such as brick construction and patterned tile walks.
Although 303 is Italianate in style like most of the others along West Washington Street,
309 and 315 are examples of the Queen Anne style, typified by asymmetrical massing,
elaborate brickwork, and projecting polygonal bays. The properues at 303 and 309 also
exhibit decorative cast-iron fences similar to the one surrounding Folly Castle. The Queen
Anne stvle is also represented in the district by the house at 618 West Washington Street,
a two-and-a-half-story, wood-frame residence with a clipped gable, oval attic window, and
appiied gable ornamentation. Much of the millwork used on the late-nineteenth-century
houses in this area was produced by local mills; such inexpensive, mass-produced detailing
allowed even middle-class owners of modest houses to keep up with the latest

architectural styles.

The houses along Hinton Street all developed in the latter part of the nineteenth century
as middle-class workers’ homes. These houses, for the most part simple Italianate woog-
frame structures, created a cohesive neighborhood street with common setbacks and two-
story construction. Examples of Colonial Revival-style houses in the Folly Castle Historic
District include 243-245 and 247 Hinton Street; 410, 430, 434, and 507 West Washington;
and 22 Guarantee Street. The house at 410 West Washington Street, built in 1893 on
property that was once part of the gardens of 404, displays especially fine wooden
Adamesque detailing such as Palladian windows, a carved porch entablature, and slender
Doric porch columns. The house at 430 West Washington Street, built around 1910,
demonstrates in brick a more bold Colonial Revival interpretation. Noteworthy are the
heavy modillioned cornices, jack arches with stone keystones, and fluted Ionic porch

columns,

Two of the four non-residential buildings in the district are First Baptist Church and
Second Presbyterian Church. First Baptist Church, located at 235 West Washington
Street, was built in 1928 and exemplifies the Neo-Classical-Revival. It is a large brick
church with a mopumental portico with a full entablature and massive Doric columns.
Second Presbyterian Church (listed individually on the National Register), located at 419
West Washington Street, on the corner of Lafayette and West Washington streets, is a
Gothic Revival structure that dates from 1861. The building's exterior is stucco with
brownstone hood molds and quoins around the front windows and buttresses along the
sides. The education wings were added after 1915, and the central front tower recently has
had the steeple replaced for the second time with a shorter and less prominent version of
the original. The extraordinarily fine Gothic Revival interior featuring a U-shaped
balcony, elaborate plaster ceiling medallion and cast-iron columns, remains intact. The
tower of the church appears in the 1865 photograph showing West Washington Street

looking east from what is now Hazel Street.
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The now-abandoned Petersburg High School is another non-residentiai building in the
district. Located at 512 West Washington Street, this imposing, symmetrical brick Neo-
Classical Revival public building was built in 1917-1918. It occupies the site of the historic
Anderson Academy. At the time it was built, the facility was considered among the most
handsome public high schools in Virginia. It is constructed of yellow brick, with granite

steps, Doric columns, and molded tile around the doors. The front facade features a
projecting semicircular-plan auditorium with two-story engaged pilasters between
ten-over-ten (second story) and fifteen-over-fifteen (gst t%oor) windows. The paneled end
pavilions are windowless on the front, and fearure a denticulated modillion cornice and

stepped parapets. To the year of the building is a large, simple vellow-brick gymnasium
addition.

One other non-residential building is a former store at 111 Lafayette Street. This building,
buiit on a high brick basement n'glglt on the bank of Brick House Run, is a simple two-story

wood-frame structure with a hipped metal roof. Built at the turn of the century, this store
served local residents and workers at the nearby Seward Luggage Company.

There are four noncontributing structures in the district, all modern dwellings built since
1941. Three of them are houses and one is a modular unit moved from behind the
Petersburg High School to serve as a church. The addresses are 315, 318, and 580 Hinton

Street, and 503 Washington Street.

Unfortunately, a few buildings have been lost, including some with impertant historical
associations. Probably the most significant loss has been that of the three-story, five-bay
brick Greek Revival Duniop House, once located at the southeast corner of Hinton and
Davis streets. It was the home of David Dunlop, a prosperous tobacconist. Several
tobacco factories, such as the one at the corner of Guarantee and West Washington streets
(variously known as McEnery and McCulloch, Bovkin Bland & Co., and C.A. Jackson Co.
and visible in the 1865 photo of West Washington Street), provided a livelihood for many
residents of the area, but are now only images in books and on maps. As mentioned
earlier, the Petersburg High School building at 512 West Washington Street now gccupies
the former site of Anderson Academy, an impressive castellated masonry structure in the

Gothic Revival style.

The district retains many of its period landscape features including iron and wood fences,
riled walks, brick walls, granite curbs, and shade trees such as the [indens along Perry
Street.(1) The fence that surrounds the property where the Durlop House once stood is
the most outstanding example of cast-iron fence work in the district. The district is
fortunate 1n retaining several original outbuildings, including storage buildings, kitchens,
and small dwellings. These structures contribute to the sense of historic identity of the
individual properties and the district as a whole, giving a sense of the historic appearance,
functions, and site plans of the residential properties. Some remain as separate structures,
while others have been appended to a main house.
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An important natural feature in the district is the creek known as Brick House Run, which
runs roughly north-south next to the High School and across Washington Street, after
which it turns and runs east-west north of the houses in the four-hundred block of Hinton
Street. The walls of the creek are lined with large pieces of Petersburg granite. On the
north side of Washington Street, between what 1s now 537 and 541-543, once stood a house
that actually spanned the creek; physical evidence of this house may still be seen in the
walls of the creek at this point. The creek was frequently used in the eighteenth century as
a land-ownership boundary; for example. Peter Jones V inherited his father's Petersburg

land south and east of Brick House Run.(2)

The Folly Castle Historic District, with its cross-section of housing types and unified
streetscapes. is a fine example of a nineteenth-century Petersburg neighborhood worth

preserving for future generations.

ENDNOTES

L. The historic appearance of West Washinvg!on Street may be seenin a 1903

photograph in Art Work of Petersburg, Virginia (Chicago: The Gravure
Nlustration Company) which shows the street looking west from the corner of Perry
Street. Many of the shade trees, fences and the streetcar lines running down the

center of the street are now gone, but the buildings themseives remain largely
unaitered from that period.

2 Richard L. Jones, "Appomattox Frontier” (unpublished paper tracing the land
history of the lower Appomattox River Valley), p. 93.
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** In the existing Folly Castle Historic District, listed on the National Register 7/16/80.
28-30 North Davis Street Vacant Lot

114 North Davis Street Vacant Lot

15 Guarantee Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1905.

Two Stories, metal hip roof, three bays,
one-over-one windows, interior chimney,
Colonial Revival porch with turmed posts,
rounded projection. Bracketed cornice.

Italianate frame double house ca. 1900.
Two Stories, metal hip roof, six bays,
two-over-two windows, center chimney.
Colonial Revival porch with wood Doric
columns on raised brick bases,

simple balustrade. Bracketed cornice.

19-21 Guarantee Street

Queen Anne/Colonial Revival frame dwelling
ca. 1910. Two stories, metal gable roof.

three bays, one-over-one windows with
decorative muntins, center chimney.

Colonial Revival porch with Doric columns,
denticulated cornice, gable over entrance bay,
turned balustrade. Overhanging eves with
bracketed cornice projecting.

Pedimented gable to south.

- 22 Guarantee Sireet

23-25 Guarantee Street Italianate frame double house ca. 1890.
Two Stories, metal hip roof, six bays,
center chimney, two-over-two windows.
Italianate, one-bay, double porches
with square posts and bracketed cornice.
Bracketed cornice, double doors.

27 Guarantee Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1890.
Two Stories, metal hip roof, two bays,
one-over-one windows, interior end chimney.
One-bay Colomnial Revival porch with wood
Doric columns, hip metal roof, denticulated
cornice. Bracketed cornice, polygonal bay,

double doors.

31 Guarantee Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1890.
Two Stories, metal hip roof, three bays,
end chimney, two-over-two windows.
Italianate three-bay porch with turned posts
and sawn bracketed unadorned cornice,

double doors.
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33 Guaraniee Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1890.
Two Stories, metal hip roof, two bays,

two-over-two-windows, interior end chimney.
One-bay Italianate porch with turned posts,
segmental=arched cornice. Projecung polygonal
two-story bay; bracketed cornice.

33 Guarantee Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1890.
Two Stories, metal hip roof, two bays,

two-over-two windows. Three-bay, [talianate
porch with square posts and bracketed cornice;

triangular window hoods.

37 Guaranree Stree: [talianate /Colonial Revival frame dweliling
ca. 1890. Two Stories, metal hip root,
three bays, two-over-two windows, end chimney.
Colonia] Revival porch with Tuscan columns
and turned balustrade. Unadorned cornice.

45 Guarantee Street Vacant lot.

226 Hinton Street Vacant lot.

231-237 Hinton Street Federal-Style frame dwelling ca. 1800.

(Strawberry Hill) Two stories, seven bays, wood shingle hip roof.
End and center chimneys, raised basement,

six-over-six windows, beaded weatherboarding,
modillioned cornice. Entrance with pediment
and engaged pilasters. Projecting central
pavilion. Fine federal interior. NR listed, 1974,

243-245 Hinton Street Colonial Revival frame dwelling ca. 1910.
Two and one half stories, slate hip roof.

six bays, one-over-one windows, corpeied
end chimneys. Colonial Revival porch with
Doric columns, desticulated cornice,
rounded shape. Projecting central gable:
denticujated cornice.

247 Hinton Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 188S.
Two stories, slate hip roof, four bays,

two-over-two windows, paired end chimneys;
center chimney. Italianate porch with
turned posts, turned balusirade. Projecting
polygonal bay to west; bracketed cornice;
German siding; denticulated window hoods.

Cast-iron fence and gate.

301 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
304 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
Vacant lot.

305 Hinton Street
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306 Hintor Street

209-311 Hinton Street

=10 Hinton Street

314-316 Hinton Stree:

315 Hinton Street
317-319 Hinton Street
218-320 Hinton Street

321-323 Hinton Street

322-324 Hinton Street

401 Hinton Street
403 Hinton Street

404 Hinton Street

Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1890.

Two stories, metal hip roof, three bays.
two-over-two windows, central chimney.
Two-bay porch with L-shaped metal posts
on brick piers. Bracketed cornice.

Italianate frame double house ca. 1885.
Two stories, metal hip roof, six bays,
two-over-two windows, center chimnev.
Porches removed. Bracketed cornice and
window hoods, paneled double doors.
One-story brick outbuilding with metal

hip roof.

Vacant iot.

Italianate frame double house ca. 1885,

Two stories, metal hip roof, four bays,
two-over-two windows, paired interior end
chimneys. Italianate porch with murned posis
and balustrade, sawn brackets and trim.
Projecting polygonal bays at each end;
heavy bracketed cornice.

Post-1941 frame dwelling, noncontributing.

Vacant lot.

Post-1941 frame dwelling, noncontributing.

Italianate frame double house ca. 1880.

Two stories, metal hip roof, six bays, center
chimney, two-over-two window. Italianate porch
with chamfered wood gOStS; paneled bracketed
cornice; metal hip root. Bracketed cornice;
triangular window hoods. Double doors with

elliptical transoms.

Italianate frame double house ca. 1885.

Two stories, metal hip roof, six bays,

paired end chimneys, one-over-one windows.
Six-bay porch with turned posts on raised
wood bases and turned balusters. Cornice

removed.
Vacant lot.
Vacant lot.

[talianate frame dwelling ca. 1885.

Two stories, metal hip roof, three bays,
two-over-two windows, end chimney.
Italianate porch with turned posts.
Bracketed cornice; triangular window hoods.
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Italianate frame double house ca. 1885.
Two stories, metal hip roof, four bays,
aired end chimneys, two-over-two windows.
talianate porch with heavy turned posts,
decorative brackets. Bracketed cornice;
triangular window hoods.

405-407 Hinton Street

106 Hinton Street Vacant lot.

408 Hinton Street Vacant lot.

410 Hinton Street Vacant lot.

111 Hinton Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1880.

Two stories, metal hip roof. three bays,
six-over-six windows. One-bay Italianate

porch with square posts. Bracketed cornice.

+12 Hinton Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1885.
Two stories, metal hip roof, two bays,
two-over-two windows. One-bay Italianate
Borch with turned posts, sawn brackets,
racketed cornice, triangular window hoods.

+15 Hinton Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1885.
Two stories, metal gable roof, three bays,
center chimney, two-over-two windows. rwo-bay
gorch with square posts, hip roof.
racketed cornice.

116 Hinton Street Vacant lot.

417-419 Hinton Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1880.
Two stories, slate hip roof, four bays,

central chimneys, six-over-six windows.
Porch with square posts, hip roof.
Bracketed cornice-

418-420 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
512 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
516-518 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
520 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
322-562 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
323-525 Hinton Street Vacant lot.
327-529 Hinton Street Frame double house ca. 1905.

Two stories, metal hip roof, center chimney,
two-over-two windows. Three-bay porch with

square posts.
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$33-325 Hinton Street Italianate frame double house ca. 1905.
Two stories, metal hip roof, four bays,
two-gver-two windows, center chimney.
Two-bay parch with turned posts. Unadorned
cornice.

339 Hinton Street Frame dwelling ca. 1880.

One story, metal hip roof, three bays,
one-over-one windows, center chimneys.

Porch with metal posts.

Colonial Revival frame double house ca. 1900.
Two stories, metal hip roof, four bays,
two-over-two windows. Four-bay Colonial
Revival porch with Doric columns.

>41-5343 Hinton Street

*45-347 Hinton Street Frame double house ca. 1885.
One story, metal hip roof, four bays,
six-gver-six windows, center chimnev.
Four-bay porch with turned posts,
simple bajustrade.

Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1885.

Two stories, slate hip roof, three bavs,
center chimney, two-over-two windows.
Colonial Revival porch with Doric columns.
simple balustrade. Bracketed cornice, door

with eared trim.

Post-1941 brick dwelling, noncontributing.

251 Hinton Streer

380 Hinron Street

Queen Anne/Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1910.
Two stories, metal hip roof, two bays,

center chimney, one-over-one windows.
Italianate porch with turned posts, sawn
brackets, turned balustrade. Projecting

front gable.

Queen Anne/Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1910.
Two stories, metal hip roof, two bays,

center chimney, one-over-one windows,
Italianate porch with turned posts, sawn
brackets, turned balustrade. Projecting

18 Latavette Street

20 Lafayerte Street

front gable.
26 Lafaverte Street Vacant lot.
30 Lafavette Street Italianate frame dwelling ca. 1885.

Two stories, metal hip roof, three bays,
center chimney, two-over-two windows.
Porch with turned posts. Projecting

' polygonal bay on south.






















































