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a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED LORIGINAL SITE 

XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

- -  
DESCRIEETHE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Paral le l ing the  Appomattox River a t  i ts  f a l l  l i n e ,  the Old Town Histor ic  ~ i s t r i c t '  of 
Petersburg i s  s i tua ted  i n  the c i t y ' s  e a r l i e s t  section. The d i s t r i c t  exhib i t s  a var ied 
collection of l a t e  18th- through 20th-century archi tecture ,  including examples of  both 
commercial and res ident ia l  archi tecture  i n  l a t e  Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival, 
I ta l iana te ,  Second Empire, Queen Anne, and Colonial/Georgian Revival s ty l e s .  In  addi t ion,  
notable groupings of mid- t o  l a t e  19th-century warehouses and f ac to r i e s  a r e  found i n  t h e  
north and northeast sections of the  d i s t r i c t .  The d i s t r i c t  is approximately 190 acres  
i n  area and encompasses over 250 buildings. The north boundary is the south s ide  of 
the Appomattox River (including the  Appomattox Bridge, l inking vehicle  t r a f f i c  t o  
Colonial Heights, and the Seaboard A i r  ~ i n e ~  Railroad bridge).  East  and west borders 
are  marked respectively by the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad t racks  and t h e  Seaboard 
A i r  Line Railroad Bridge. The southern boundary is  defined by t h e  t racks  of the 
Seaboard Coast Line Railroad ( t o  jus t  e a s t  of N. Davis s t r e e t )  and the  r e a r  (southern) 
property l i n e s  of buildings facing the 200 block of High S t r ee t  and W. Bank S t r ee t .  
The boundaries were determined by h i s t o r i c a l  precedent, the a rch i t ec tu ra l  i n t eg r i ty  of  
the s i t e ,  and the hard edges provided by the r ive r  and the  r a i l road  t racks.  

The topography of this sect ion of Petersburg is re la t ive ly  f l a t  t o  t h e  north and 
northeast w i t h  h i l l s  gradually r i s i n g  t o  the south and southwest. The g r e a t e s t  change 
i n  topography i s  seen between s t r e e t s  appropriately named Low and High s t r e e t s .  

Early 19th-century maps indicate  few changes have been made t o  Petersburg's s t r e e t  
plan. Most s t r e e t s  within tH?A d i s t r i c t  provide fo r  two-way vehicle  t r a f f i c  and on- 
s t r e e t  parking. Heaviest t r a f f i c  appears centered t o  the  northeast  a t  Bollingbrook 
and the entrance t o  the  Appomattox Bridge, on N. Sycamore S t r e e t  between W. Bank and 
Old s t r e e t s ,  and along the length of Canal Street .  

The d i s t r i c t  exhib i t s  an equal d i s t r ibu t ion  of res ident ia l ,  commercial, and 
indus t r ia l  land use. Indus t r ia l  buildings including f r e i g h t  warehouses and f ac to r i e s  
are  concentrated t o  the north and northeast along Old, Pike, and River s t r e e t s  a s  wel l  
as on Bank St ree t ,  e a s t  of Third Street .  Additional l i g h t  and heavy industry is  sca t te red  
randomly through the d i s t r i c t  with minor c lus t e r s  on Grove Avenue and Canal and High 
s t r ee t s .  The ra i l road  t racks enclosing the d i s t r i c t  visual ly  complement the  i n d u s t r i a l  
image presented i n  these portions of the d i s t r i c t .  

Commercial and indus t r i a l  ac t iv i ty  is integrated along Old S t r e e t  and the north- 
eas t  section. Antique shops and popular boutique s tores  on Old S t r e e t  display success- 
ful adaptive reuse of 19th-century indus t r i a l  buildings. Small businesses flank W. Bank 
and N. Sycamore s t r e e t s  i n  l a t e  19th- and 20th-century comerc ia l  bui ldings of varying 
quality and design. Most buildings i n  t h i s  area a re  of masonry construct ion,  ranging 
from one t o  four s t o r i e s  i n  height. 

Residential neighborhoods a re  located west of N. Market S t r e e t  i n  t h e  trapezoid- 
shaped area bounded by Grove Avenue and Canal, High, and N. Market s t r e e t s .  
Residences range from substant ia l  l a t e  18th-century Georgian dwellings t o  mid-20th 
century builder ranch houses. Worker houses a re  strung along Grove Avenue and Cross, 
Plum, G i l l i a m ,  and portions of Canal s t r ee t s .  Middle- and upper-middle-class houses 
a re  concentrated on High St ree t .  Both frame and brick construction were chosen a s  
preferred building materials although cinder block houses a re  noted occasionally on 
Crostic Alley and Cross, Canal, Hurt, and Plum s t r ee t s .  Most houses i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
maintain a scale of one t o  two s to r i e s .  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
An early Colonial settlement, Petersburg i s  one of Virginia 's  o l d e s t  c i t i e s .  I t  

f i r s t  gained regional s ignif icance a s  the s i t e  of Fort  Henry, an important mid-17th- 
century mil i tary f o r t  i n  f ron t i e r  America. By 1769 Petersburg had developed i n t o  the 
major tobacco center of Virginia. Its growth continued through t h e  mid-19th century, 
when Petersburg emerged a s  a leading Virginia manufacturing and t ranspor ta t ion  center.  
In 1860 the c i t y  was served by four ra i l roads and a canal system providing t ransportat ion 
f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  loca l  merchants and manufacturers as well  a s  f o r  regional farming i n t e r e s t s .  
Although deeply scarred physically and economically by the Civ i l  War, Petersburg's 
prosperity was soon renewed through t h e  leaf  tobacco, cotton, grain,  peanut, and lumber 
industr ies .  

In addition t o  its economic and h i s to r i ca l  development, Petersburg is  s ign i f i can t  fo r  
its divers i ty  of r e s iden t i a l ,  commercial, and indus t r i a l  a rch i tec ture .  Vi r tua l ly  a l l  
s ty l e s  of archi tecture  popular i n  the United States  from 1800 t o  1910 a r e  represented 
within the d i s t r i c t ' s  boundaries. Of special  importance a r e  the  worker cot tages  from 
the period 1800-1830, c lustered i n  the southwestern portions of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a s  wel l  a s  
the mid- t o  l a t e  19th-century,middle- and upper-middle-class houses on High St ree t .  
Industr ia l  buildings of varying s i ze  and d is t inc t ion  a re  located on W. Old, Pike and 
River s t r e e t s  and sca t te red  throughout the northeast  portions of  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I t  is 
from t h i s  d ivers i ty  of building type and qual i ty  and from the c i t y ' s  r i ch  h is tory ,  
t h a t  the Old Town Histor ic  D i s t r i c t  of Petersburg gains i t s  s ignif icance.  

Although the a r r i v a l  da te  of the f i r s t  European S e t t l e r s  t o  t h e  a rea  now known a s  
Petersburg remains a matter of conjecture, it i s  known t h a t  four  Englishmen were k i l l e d  
there i n  the major Indian at tack i n  1622. General European sett lement of the  Appomattox 
River Valley occurred i n  the 1630s and by 1643 led t o  the formation of B r i s t o l  Parish.  
A second Indian at tack i n  1644 resul ted i n  the establishment of For t  Henry the following 
year fo r  "the defense of the inhabitants on the south s ide of t h e  James River. . . " l  

Following the establishment of the f o r t ,  the Appomattox Indians,  expelled e a r l i e r  from 
towns a t  Bermuda Hundred and Swift Creek, established a v i l l age  nearby a t  India Town Creek 
The Indian and white communities a r e  said t o  have existed i n  r e l a t i v e  peace with each o ther  

During the next three decades, Fort  Henry gained regional importance a s  a t rading post  
and point of departure for  expeditions t o  the south and west. Abraham Wood, commander of 
the garrison, was ac t ive  i n  the promotion of the f o r t  a s  a t rade  center  and led exploratory 
expeditions i n t o  the nearby f ront ie r .  These l i n e s  of exploration eventually developed in to  
a regional network of trade with the Indian population. 

Wood's son-in-law, Peter Jones, succeeded him i n  the leadership of mi l i t a ry  a f f a i r s  

and 1ndian trade i n  1675. A 19th-century h is tor ian  recorded Jones "opened a trading 
establishment with the  Indians, a few rods west of what is now the  junction of Sycamore 
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7. DESCRIPTION 1 

i 
The Low S t r e e t  Playground is t h e  only park i n  t h e  Petersburg  Old Town H i s t o r i c  

D i s t r i c t .  Comprising e igh t - t en ths  of  one acre  i n  a r e a ,  t h e  park  is cha . c t e r i zed  by a 
f l a t ,  open green wi th  a few c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  weeping willows and a c h i l d r e n ' s  swing s e t .  

Land d e n s i t i e s  vary ac ross  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Though 19th-century Pe te r sburg  was 
compactly b u i l t ,  only a few a r e a s  continue t o  e x h i b i t  t h i s  q u 3 l i t y .  Old S t r e e t ,  t h e  
nucleus of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  high dens i ty  wi th  b u i l d i n g s  t w o ,  t h r e e ,  and 
four  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  s tanding a g a i n s t  one another  and observing v i r t u a l l y  no se tback  
from t h e  s t r e e t .  Few of t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  remaining a reas ,  however, cont inue  t o  r e f l e c t  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  19th-century d e n s i t i e s .  Much of t h e  commercial p o r t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
has been compromised by t h e  l o s s  of bu i ld ings  during t h e  l a s t  t e n  years .  The r e s u l t i n g  
vacant and parking l o t s  d e t r a c t  from t h e  a r e a ' s  sense of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o n t i n u i t y  and 
h i s t o r i c  i n t e g r i t y .  Notably weak a r e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  e a s t  o f  N. Sycamore S t r e e t ,  
Low S t r e e t ,  and t h e  west s i d e  of Canal S t r e e t .  

I n  s p i t e  of i t s  l o s s e s ,  Petersburg  holds a wide a r r a y  of b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  and s t y l e s  
spanning over two hundred years .  V i r t u a l l y  every l a t e  18th- and e a r l y  19th-century s t y l e  
of a r c h i t e c t u r e  popular  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  represented  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Noteworthy 
examples inc lude  t h e  Strachan-Harrison house (302 Cross S t r e e t ,  mid- t o  l a t e  18 th  c e n t u r y ) ,  
the  John F. >!ay house (244 High S t r e e t ,  Federal ,  ca.  1810). s i x  l a t e  Georgian/early 
Federal  houses on High S t r e e t  (265, 311, 320, 416, 545, and 6141, and a f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  
of one and 1%-story worker houses da t ing  t o  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  19 th  century  ( s e e  
inventory f o r  Gil l iam, Cross, Hurt,  Low, and Canal s t r e e t s ,  P i g  Al ley ,  and Grove Avenue). 

An unusually f i n e  c l u s t e r  of  Greek Revival and I t a l i a n a t e  r e s idences  i s  found i n  
the  300 block of  Grove Avenue. A four-block a r e a  on High S t r e e t  con ta ins  a r i c h  mixture 
Of 19th-century a r c h i t e c t u r e  inc luding represen ta t ives  of  l a t e  Georgian, Federa l ,  Greek 
Revival, I t a l i a n a t e ,  Second Empire, Romanesque Revival,  Queen Anne, and Colonial/Georgian 
Revival s t y l e s .  

Many of  Petersburg ' s  worker houses were e rec ted  following t h e  conclus ion of  t h e  
C iv i l  War. These s i n g l e  and double houses a r e  of  frame ~ ~ n ~ t r u c t i ~ n ,  two s t o r i e s  i n  

( see  Continuation Shee t  #2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

height, capped by a gable roof,  and four bays across. Examples of both s i n g l e a n d  double- 
p i l e  houses a r e  observed. 

Commercial and indus t r i a l  s t ruc tures  r e f l e c t  a wide range of 19th- and ea r ly  20th- 
century a rch i tec tura l  s t y l e s  as  well. The stone warehouse a t  t he  north end of N. Market 
S t ree t  is one of the e a r l i e r  i ndus t r i a l  buildings extant  i n  the  d i s t r i c t .  B u i l t  i n  1809 
t h i s  building has long enjoyed the reputation of being the 18th-century t r ad ing  post  o f  
Peter Jones (Petersburg is sa id  t o  be named a f t e r  Peter  Jones).  Although documentation 
has shown t h i s  building not t o  be Jones 'strading post ,  the stone s t r u c t u r e  continues t o  
be of significance t o  t he  c i t y .  

Early commercial Federal and I t a l i a n a t e  buildings a r e  found i n  the  a r e a  bounded by 
N. Market, Old, Second, and Bank s t r e e t s .  Of special  importance a r e  the  Farmers' Bank 
(Federal, 1817) a t  2 1  Bollingbrook S t r ee t  and the Nathaniel Friend House (Federal, ca. 
1816) a t  27-29 Bollingbrook S t ree t .  The Exchange Building a t  19 W. Bank S t r e e t  i s  one of 
Petersburg's bes t  examples of Greek ~ e v i v a l  archi tecture .  Designated a National 
Historic Landmark i n  1969, t h i s  building has recently been res tored and converted i n t o  a 
Civil  WarMuseum. The Exchange Building, erected between 1840 and 1841, was designed 
by M r .  /?/ Berrien of New York. Petersburg's only example of conunercial Second h p i r e  
(ca. 1880) i s  the Ju l iu s  Gilbert  Building a t  22 Bollingbrook S t r ee t .  

Several i ndus t r i a l  buildings wedged between Pike and River s t r e e t s  and the r a i l r o a d  
tracks date t o  ca. 1855. The t r ans i t i ona l  Greek Revival/I tal ianate South Side Railroad 
Depot (ca. 1853) a t  the  north end of Rock S t r ee t  i s  of pa r t i cu l a r  i n t e r e s t .  Other 
s ign i f ican t  buildings a r e  the octagonal City Market, the  Dunlop Factory, and the 
Appomattox Tron Works on Old S t r ee t  and three warehouses e a s t  of Third S t r e e t  on E. Bank 
Street .  

Vernacular churches spot the d i s t r i c t .  The High S t r ee t  United Methodist Church is  
one of the c i t y ' s  few examples of the Romanesque Revival s t y l e  of a rch i tec ture .  B u i l t  i n  
1844 as  a Greek Revival church, the  building was enlarged and a new facade added i n  1897. 
The Georgian Revival Church of Christ  on High S t r ee t  was erected ca. 1925 and serves a s  
a formidable visual  terminus t o  Canal S t ree t .  

TWO bridges cross the  Appomattox River connecting Petersburg with present-day 
Colonial Heights. The Seaboard A i r  Line Railroad bridge forms the  d i s t r i c t ' s  west 
boundary. The deck-plate g i rder  viaduct bridge was erected between 1930 and 1931 and 
r e f l ec t s  the jo in t  design e f f o r t s  of t he  Seaboard A i r  Line Railroad and t h e  American 
Bridge Company of New York. 

The second bridge i n  the d i s t r i c t  is the Second S t r ee t  Viaduct o r  Appomattox Bridge, 
erected i n  1925. Bui l t  on the s i t e  of Pocahontas Bridge, the Appomattox Bridge provides 
automotive access t o  Petersburg from Richmond and Colonial Heights. P r i o r  t o  the  con- 
s t ruc t ion  of In t e r s t a t e  95, t h i s  bridge was a v i t a l  l ink  of U.S. Route 1, a major 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

north-south route of the  East Coast. Chief engineer on the design of the  Appomattox 
Bridge was J. E. Greimer and Company. 

Although Petersburg displays an amazing array of a r ch i t ec tu ra l  s t y l e s ,  many build- 
ings a r e  i n  varying s t a t e s  of disrepair .  Throughqut the d i s t r i c t  vacant and parking l o t s  
e x i s t  where 19th-century buildings have been l o s t  through de te r iora t ion ,  neglect ,  o r  
vandalism. Many s t r e e t s  display buildings of recent construction n o t  compatible with 
the established character ,  sca le ,  and/or massing of the  neighborhood. This s i t u a t i o n  
occasionally leads t o  a loss  of h i s t o r i c  i n t eg r i t y  t o  the  s i t e .  However, recent  
e f fo r t s  t o  r ev i t a l i ze  the  Old Town area a r e  meeting with growing success. Tangible pre- 
servation and r ehab i l i t a t i on  r e s u l t s  a r e  witnessed most dramatically along High S t r e e t  
( res ident ia l )  and Old S t r e e t  (commercial). The c i t y  enacted h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  zoning 
for  most of the  area i n  1973. Revitalization e f f o r t s  are  led  by t h e  His tor ic  Petersburg 
Foundation (a loca l  preservation organization) and many loca l  c i t i zens .  

BNZ 

ear lv  as  1798. o f f i c i a l  records refee. t o  portions of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  Old - 
Town. See: Samuel Shepherd, S ta tu tes  - a t  Large of Virginia,  vo l .  2 ,  p .  111 
(January 11, 1798). 

'NOW :r,e Seaboard Coast Line Railroad. 

(See Continuation Sheet #10 f o r  ~nventory)  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

and Old S t ree t s .  This posi t ion fo r  t rade was cal led 'Pe te r ' s  P o i n t , '  subsequently changed 
t o  Petersburg. " 2  

Concurrent with the development of Indian t rade was the r i s e  of  Petersburg's  tobacco 
industry. In  1730 inspection was authorized f o r  a tobacco warehouse on t h e  land of 
Colonel Robert Bolling a t  Bolling's  ~ o i n t . ~  TWO years l a t e r  t h i s  permit  was extended 
t o  include John Bol l ing 's  warehouse across t he  r i v e r ,  thus beginning a long l i n e  of ware- 
houses i n  t h i s  loca l i ty .  The area grew i n  prosperity w i t h  m i l l s  and s to re s  soon following. 

Petersburg was formally l a i d  ou t  i n  1733 by William Byrd 11. Byrd wrote on 
September 19, 1733, 

(See Continuation Sheet #4) 
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We l a i d  the foundation of two large c i t i e s :  one a t  Shacco's, t o  be ca l led  
Richmond, and the other  a t  the point of Appomattox River, t o  be named 
Petersburg .... The t r u t h  of it is, these two places,  being t h e  uppermost 
landing of James and Appomattox r ivers ,  a re  natural ly  intended f o r  marts 
where the t r a f f i c  of the outer inhabitants must   enter.^ 

A s  i n  most of the Tidewater area,streets i n  Petersburg and Richmond were l a i d  i n  a simple 
grid. The p l a t  of Byrd's plan has not survive?. 

Reflecting Petersburg's regional importance, the town o f f i c i a l l y  incorporated on 
December 17, 1748. The town of Blandford, located jus t  northeast  of Petersburg. 
incorporated a t  the same time. Four years l a t e r  a t h i rd  nearby town, Pocahontas, 
incorporated across the Appomattox t o  the n ~ r t h . ~  Petersburg, i t s e l f ,  acquired twenty-eight 
additional acres t o  the west i n  1762 .~  The culmination of the a r e a ' s  18th-century growth 
occurred i n  1784 when these c i t i e s ,  Petersburg, Blandford, and Pocahontas, along with the 
recent subdivision Ravencroft, merged in to  the borough of ~ e t e r s b u r g . ~  

By the 1760s Petersburg flourished as  a center of tobacco and mil l ing indus t r ies .  
Traveler Roger Atkinson described the importance of tobacco t o  pre-Revolutionary 
Petersburg when he wrote i n  1769, 

When tobacco is  not t o  be got a t  these /Fetersburg's-j warehouses it is  not  t o  be 
got anywhere e l s e  i n  Virginia. p e r h a p s i t  may not c e  generally known - but  there  
is more land and more good land and more inhabitants (and these yearly increas- 
ing) on ye south s ide of James River than there i s  i n  a l l  Virginia  besides. 
There i s  more tobacco i n  these Warehouses than there is  i n  a l l  York o r  James 
River besides from head t o  foot.  

With the f a l l s  of the Appomattox River providing power f o r  i t s  m i l l s ,  Petersburg 
developed a substant ia l  f lour  industry,  a s  well. Wheat soon became s e c ~ n d  only t o  tobacco 
i n  importance t o  the taun 's  economy. " /yes ides  ye very valuable s t a p l e  of tobacco.. ." 
Atkinson wrote one year l a t e r ,  "of l a t ewhea t ,  than which no country under the  sun pro- 
duces be t t e r ,  and t h a t  i n  great  abundance-I say ye a r t i c l e  of wheat, a kind of second 
s taple ,  i s  a prodigious addition.. . . "9 

Due t o  i ts  regional importance, Petersburg was a major Br i t i sh  mi l i t a ry  t a r g e t  during 
the American Revolution. In April 1781 Br i t i sh  ships sa i l ed  up the Appomattox i n t e n t  on 
destroying tobacco and seizing public s tores .  Though the loca l  m i l i t i a  made a strong 
e f f o r t ,  including a stand a t  what i s  now F i f th  Street ,  they were f i n a l l y  forced t o  r e t r e a t .  
over Pocahontas Bridge. 

The damage to  Petersburg was extensive. General Henry Lee wrote, 

(See Continuation Sheet # 5) 
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Petersburg,  the  g r e a t  mart of  t h a t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  s ta te . . . ranked f i r s t  among 
commercial towns of t h e  s t a t e .  Its chief  expor t  was tobacco. .. and a t  t h i s  
time i t s  warehouses were f i l l e d .  In  add i t ion  ... t h i s  town had become a p l a c e  of 
depot f o r  a l l  imported supp l i e s  requi red  f o r  southern opera t ions .  10  

"Everything valuable  was destroyed - /by t h e  ~ r i t i s h /  - and t h e  weal th  of  t h i s  town i n  a few 
hours disappeared. "11 

Peace ushered i n  a new per iod  of  p rosper i ty  and growth. A s  noted above, t h e  towns 
of Petersburg,  Blandford, and Pocahontas merged and incorpora ted  a s  Pe te r sburg  i n  May 1784. 
Tobacco warehouses, f l o u r  m i l l s ,  s t o r e s ,  and small  manufacturing ven tu res  dominated t h e  
l o c a l  economy. Jed id iah  Morse i n  h i s  American Gazetteer  of 1797 descr ibed Petersburg  t e n  
years  a f t e r  t h e  war. Petersburg ,  he wrote, 

. . .contains about 300 houses, b u i l t  irrc.,:tllarly.. ./%ere a r e  s e v e r a l  tobacco ware- 
houses, s t o r e s  of  dry  goods, and some i e w  n e a t  and commodious dwel l ing  houses.  . . . 
I t  con ta ins  2,828 i n h a b i t a n t s ,  inc luding 1,265 s l aves .  The s i t u a t i o n  of  t h e  
town is  low and r a t h e r  unhealthy."l2 Flour  processed i n  P e t e r s b w g ' s  m i l l s  
exceeded 60,000 b a r r e l s  pe r  year .  Trade expor ts  amounted t o  over one m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s .  Shipping i n  1805 t o t a l e d  5,594 tons .13  

Civic  improvements were undertaken t o  r e f u t e  charges t h a t  Pe te r sburg  was an 
unhealthy town. The marsh was f i l l e d  and s t r e e t s  were repai red .  Bank S t r e e t  was c r e a t e d  
around 1800 t o  connect High and Back (now E.  Bank) s t r e e t s .  Bollingbrook, Pe te r sburg ' s  
p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t ,  was paved i n  1813.l4 

On Ju ly  16,  1815, f i r e  consumed nea r ly  two-thirds of Petersburg.  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  
property on Market Square, Bollingbrook, Old, Bank, and Back s t r e e t s  was des t royed.  A 
c i t i z e n ' s  r e p o r t  i s sued  fol lowing t h e  f i r e  noted, 

A few days ago t h e  town of  Petersburg  was prosperous and f l o u r i s h i n g  - commerce 
crowded i t s  wharves - a  busypopula t ion  thronged i t s  s t r e e t s  - and new b u i l d i n g s ,  
d a i l y  e rec ted ,  announced i ts  inc reas ing  wealth and importance. 

I n  one awful n igh t  t h e  whole scene was changed; a f i r e  ... has  involved t h e  l a r g e r  
por t ion  of our c i t i z e n s  i n  d i s t r e s s ,  and reduced many of them t o  beggary. 1 5  

The c i t y  quickly engaged i n  an  e n e r g e t i c  r ebu i ld ing  program wi th  t h r e e  hundred b u i l d i n g s  
of  b r i c k  const ruct ion  e rec ted  during t h e  next two years.  

Joseph Martin chronic led  t h e  c i t y ' s  renewed s t r e n g t h  when he  wrote i n  1835, "The 
number of houses bes ides  t h e  county bu i ld ings ,  which a r e  handsome, may b e  es t imated  a t  
about BOO. ..There a r e  s i x  tobacco f a c t o r i e s ,  s i x  manufacturing f l o u r  m i l l s ,  1 b r a s s  and 
cas t - i ron  foundry, 2 earthen-ware p o t t e r i e s ,  2 cot ten-seed-oil  m i l l s ,  numerous mercan t i l e  . . 

(see  Continuation Sheet  # 6) 
















































































































