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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Paralleling the Appomattox River at its fall line, the 014 Town Historic District! of

Petersburg is situated in the city's earliest section. The district exhibits a varied
collection of late 18th- through 20th-century architecture, including examples of both
commercial and residential architecture in late Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival,
Italianate, Second Empire, Queen Anne, and Colonial/Georgian Reviwval styles. In addition,
notable groupings of mid- to late 19th-century warehouses and factories are found in the
north and northeast sections of the district. The district is approximately 190 acres
in area and encompasses over 250 buildings. The north boundary is the south side of

the Bppomattox River (including the Appomattox Bridge, linking vehicle traffic to
Colonial Heights, and the Seaboard Air Line? Railrcad bridge). FEast and west borders
are marked respectively by the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad tracks and the Seaboard

Air Line Railroad Bridge. The southern boundary is defined by the tracks of the
Seaboard Coast Line Railroad (to just east of N. Davis Street) and the rear (southermn)
property lines of buildings facing the 200 block of High Street and W. Bank Street.

The boundaries were determined by historical precedent, the architectural integrity of
the site, and the hard edges provided by the river and the railroad tracks.
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The topography of this section of Petersburg is relatively flat to the north and.
northeast with hills gradually rising to the south and southwest. The greatest change
in topography is seen between streets appropriately named Low and High streets.

Early 19th-century maps indicate few changes have been made to Petersburg's street
plan. Most streets within tH® district provide for two—way wvehicle traffic and on-
street parking. Heaviest traffic appears centered to the northeast at Bollingbrook
and the entrance to the Appomattox Bridge, on N. Sycamore Street between W. Bank and
0ld streets, and along the length of Canal Street. '

The district exhibits an equal distribution of residential, commercial, and
industrial land use. Industrial buildings including freight warehouses and factories
are concentrated to the nerth and northeast along 0ld, Pike, and River streets as well
as on Bank Street, east of Third Street. Additional light and heavy industry is scattered
randomly through the district with minor clusters on Grove Avenue and Canal and High
streets. The railroad tracks enclosing the district visually complement the industrial
image presented in these portions of the district.

Commercial and industrial activity is integrated along 0ld Street and the north-
east section. Antique shops and popular boutique stores on 01ld Street display success-
ful adaptive reuse of 19th-century industrial buildings. Small businesses flank W. Bank
and N, Sycamore streets in late 19th- and 20th-century commercial buildings of varying
quality and design. Most buildings in this area are of masonry construction, ranging
from one to four stories in height.

i oW b'l‘lﬂp.ﬂigf;f;reﬂ%mﬂf T

Residential neighborhoods are located west of N. Market Street in the trapezoid-
shaped area bounded by Growve Avenue and Canal, High, and N. Market streets.
Residences range from substantial late 18th-century Georgian dwellings to mid-20th
century builder ranch houses. Worker houses are strung along Grove Avenue and Cross,
Plum, Giliiam, and portions of Canal streets. Middle- and upper-middle-class houses
are concentrated on High Street. Both frame and brick construction were chosen as
preferred building materials although cinder block houses are noted occasionally on
Crostic Alley and Cross, Canal, Hurt, and Plum streets. Most houses in the district

maintain a scale of one to two stories.
{See Continuation Sheet #l)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : .

An early Colonial settlement, Petersburg is one of Virginia's oldest cities. It
first gained regional significance as the site of Fort Henry, an important mid-17th-
century military fort in frontier America. By 1769 Petersburg had developed into the
major tobacco center of Virginia. Its growth continued through the mid-19th century,
when Petersburg emerged as a leading Virginia manufacturing and transportation center.

In 1860 the c¢ity was served by four railroads and a canal system providing transportation
facilities for local merchants and manufacturers as well as for regional farming interests.
Although deeply scarred physically and economically by the Civil War, Petersburg's
prosperity was soon renewed through the leaf tobacco, cotton, grain, peanut, and lumber
industries.

¥n addition to its econcmic and historical development, Petersburg is significant for
its diversity of residential, commercial, and industrial architecture. Virtually all
styles of architecture popular in the United States from 1800 to 1910 are represented
within the district's boundaries. Of special importance are the worker cottages from
the period 1800-1830, clustered in the southwestern portions of the district, as well as
the mid- to late 19th-century,middle~ and upper-middle-class houses on High Street.
Industrial buildings of varying size and distinction are located on W. 014, Pike and
River streets and scattered throughout the northeast porticns of the district. It is
from this diversity of building type and quality and from the city's rich history,
that the 01d '"fown Historic District of Petersburg gains its significance.

Although the arrival date of the first European Settlers to the area now known as
Petersburg remains a matter of conjecture, it is known that four Englishmen were killed
there in the major Indian attack in 1622, General Eurcopean settlement of the Appomattox
River Valley occurred in the 1630s and by 1643 led to the formation of Bristol Parish.

A second Indian attack in 1644 resulted in the establishment of Fort Henry the following
year for "the defense of the inhabitants on the south side of the James River. . ."1

Following the establishment of the fort, the Appomattox Indians, expelled earlier from 13
towns at Bermuda Hundred and Swift Creek, established a village nearby at India Town Creek.'t#
The Indian and white communities are saild to have existed in relative pecace with each other.'{#

During the next three decades, Fort Henry gained regional importance as a trading post
and point of departure for expeditions to the south and west. Abraham Wood, commander of
the garrison, was active in the promotion of the fort as a trade center and led exploratory
expeditions into the nearby frontier. These lines of exploration eventually developed into
a regional network of trade with the Indian population.

Wood's son-in-law, Peter Jones, succeeded him in the leadership of military affairs

and In@ian tradg in 1675. A 19th-century historian recorded Jones "opened a trading
establishment with the Indians, a Few rods west of what is now the junction of Sycamore

# -~ ..
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

(See Continuation Sheet#57)

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY _ CODE
NAME / TITLE .
Virginia Historie Landmarks Commission Staff
ORGANIZATION . o DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission November 1972
STREET & NUMBER _ ‘ TELEPHONE
221 Governor Straet (804) 7236-3144
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Richmond ' Virginia 23219

kP{STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE 1S:
NATIONAL ___ ' STATE _Z__ LOCAL

Por=ay

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 853-865). 1
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and pnvdzres sg.bfort%/e Na nat Park Service.

STATE H|sic>mé’PnE E’ﬁno FHC¥R SIGNATURE

TITLE Tucker Hill, Executive Director DATE ‘::;l‘ 5_‘~' -~ :" "'3

Virginia Hlstorlc Lanc’:r.ar’{s CO""I!‘fllSSlon o e > " bl

FORNPS USEONLY o5t : Fi A T PR
A HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERT‘{ lS iNCLUDED tN ‘!‘HE"’NATIONAL_REGISTEH

i “BIRECTO R. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTOFHC PRESERVATI
ATTEST:: . . - o :

KEEPEH OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

- DATE




FHR-8-30CA ¢
(11/78>
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Petersburg ©ld Town Historic District, Petersburyg, Virginia

CONTINUATION SHEET  #1 ITEM NUMBER g 7 PAGE] ]
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7. DESCRIPTION f

The ILow Street Playground is the only park in the Petersburg 0ld Town Historic
District. Comprising eight-tenths of one acre in area, the park is cha'. .cterized by a
fiat, open green with a few centrally located weeping willows and a chiidren's swing set.

Land densities vary across the district. Though 19th-century Petersburg was
compactly built, only a few areas continue to exhibit this quality. 014 Street, the
nucleus of the district, still retains its high density with buildings two, three, and
four stories in height standing against one another and cobserving virtually no setback
from the street. Few of the district's remaining areas, however, continue to reflect
their original 19th-century densities. Much of the commercial portion of the district
has been compromised by the loss of buildings during the last ten years. The resulting
vacant and parking lots detract from the area's sense of architectural continuity and ’
historic integrity. Notably weak are the industrial areas east of N. Sycamore Street,
Low Street, and the west side of Canal Street.

In spite of its losses, Petersburg holds a wide array of building types and styles
spanning over two hundred years. Virtually every late 18th- and early 19th-century style
of architecture popular in the United States is represented in the district. Noteworthy G
examples include the Strachan-Harrison house (302 Cross Street, mid- to late 18th century)., Bl
the John F, May house (244 High Street, Federal, ca. 1810), six late Georgian/early ;
Federal houses on High Street (265, 311, 320, 416, %45, and 614), and a fine collection
of one and l1h-story worker houses dating to the first guarter of the 19th century (see
inventory for Gilliam, Cross, Hurt, Low, and Canal streets, Pig Alley, and Grove Avenue)}.

An unusually fine cluster of Greek Revival and Italianate residences is found in
the 300 block of Grove Avenue. A four-block area on High Street contains a rich mixture
of 19th-century architecture including representatives of late Georgian, Federal, Greek
Revival, Italianate, Second Empire, Romanesque Revival, Queen Anne, and Colonial/Georgian
Revival styles.

Many of Petersburg's worker houses were erected following the conclusion of the

Civil War. These single and double houses are of frame construction, two stories in
{See Continuation Sheet #2)
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7. DESCRIPTION

height, capped by a gable roof, and four bays across. Examples of both single-and double-
pile houses are observed.

Commercial and industrial structures reflect a wide range of 19th- and early 20th-
century architectural styles as well. The stone warehcuse at the north end of N. Market
Street is one of the earlier industrial buildings extant in the district. Built in 1809
this building has long enjoyed the reputation of being the 18th-century trading post of
Peter Jones (Petersburg is said to be named after Peter Jones). Although documentation
has shown this building not to be Jones's trading post, the stone structure continues to
be of significance to the city.

Early commercial Federal and Italianate buildings are found in the area bounded by
N. Market, Old, Second, and Bank streets. OFf special importance are the Farmers' Bank
{Federal, 1817) at 21 Bollingbrook Street and the Nathaniel Friend House (Federal, ca.
1816) at 27-29 Bollingbrook Street. The Exchange Building at 19 W. Bank Street is one of
Petersburg's best examples of Greek Revival architecture., Designated a National
Historic Landmark in 1969, this building has recently been restored and converted into a
Civil War Museum. The Exchange Building, erected between 1840 and 1841, was designed
by Mr. /?/ Berrien of New York. Petersburg's only example of commercial Second Empire
(ca. 1880) is the Julius Gilbert Building at 22 Bollingbrook Street.

Several industrial buildings wedged between Pike and River streets and the railroad
tracks date to ca. 1855. The transitional Greek Revival/Italianate Scuth Side Railroad
Depot (ca. 1853) at the north end of Rock Street is of particular interest. Other
significant buildings are the octagonal City Market, the Dunlop Factory, and the
Appomattox Iron Works on Old Street and three warehouses east of Third Street on E. Bank
Street.

Vernacular churches spot the district. The High Street United Methodist Church is

one of the city's few examples of the Romanesque Revival style of architecture. Built in
1844 as a Greek Revival church, the building was enlarged and a new facade added in 1897.

The Georgian Revival Church of Christ on High Street was erected ca. 1925 and serves as
a formidable visual terminus to Canal Street.

Two bridges cross the Appomattox River connecting Petersburg with present-day
Colonial Heights. The Seaboard Air Line Railroad bridge forms the district's west
boundary. The deck-plate girder viaduct bridge was erected between 1930 and 1931 and
reflects the joint design efforts of the Seaboard Air Line Railroad and the American
Bridge Company of New York.

The second bridge in the district is the Second Street Viaduct or Appomattox Bridge,
erected in 1925. Built on the site of Pocahontas Bridge, the Appomattox Bridge provides
automotive access to Petersburg from Richmond and Colonial Heights. Prior to the con-
struction of Interstate 95, this bridge was a vital link of U.S. Route 1, a major

(Ssee Continuation Sheet #3)
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7. DESCRIPTION

north-south route of the East Coast. Chief engineer on the design of the Appomattox
Bridge was J. E. Greimer and Company.

Although Petersburg displays an amazing array of architectural styles, many bulld-
ings are in varying states of disrepair. Throughout the district vacant and parking lots
exist where 19th-century buildings have been lost through deterioration, neglect, or
vandalism. Many streets display buildings of recent construction not compatible with
the established character, scale, and/or massing of the neighborhood. This situation
occasionally leads to a loss of historic integrity to the site. However, recent
efforts to revitalize the 0ld Town area are meeting with growing success. Tangible pre-
servation and rehabilitation results are witnessed most dramatically along High Street
{residential) and 0ld Street (commercial). The city enacted historic district zoning
for most of the area in 1973. Revitalization efforts are led by the Historic Petersbury
Foundation (a local preservation organization} and many local c¢itizens.

BNZ

las early as 1798, official records refe+ to portions of the district as 0ld
Town. See: Samuel Shephexd, The Statutes at Large of Virginia, vol. 2, p. 111
(January 11, 1798).

?Now “he Seaboard Coast Line Railroad.

(See Continuation Sheet #10 for Inventorﬂ

8. SIGNIFICANCE

and 01d Streets. This position for trade was called 'Peter's Point,' subsequently changéd
to Petersburg."2

Concurrent with the development of Indian trade was the rise of Petersburg's tobacco
industry. In 1730 inspection was authorized for a tobacco warehouse on the land of
Colonel Robert Bolling at Bolling's Point.> Two yvears later this permit was extended
to include John Beolling's warehouse across the river, thus beginning a long line of ware-
houses in this locality. The area grew in prosperity with mills and stores socon following.

Petersburg was formally laild out in 1733 by William Byrd II. Byrd wrote on
September 19, 1733,

{See Continuation Sheet #4)
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We laid the foundation of two large cities: one at Shacco's, to be called
Richmond, and the other at the point of Appomattox River, to be named
Petersburg....The truth of it is, these two places, being the uppermost
landing of James and Appomattox rivers, are naturally intended for marts
where the traffic of the outer inhabitants must center.?

As ir most of the Tidewater area,streets in Petersburg and Richmond were laid in a simple
grid. The plat of Byrd's plan has not survived.

Reflecting Petersburg's regional importance, the town officially incorporated on
December 17, 1748. The town of Blandford, located just northeast of Petersburg,
incorporated at the same time. Four years later, a third nearby town, Pocahontas,
incorporated across the Appomattox to the north.é Petersburg, itself, acquired twenty-eight §
additional acres to the west in 1762.° The culmination of the area's 18th-century growth
occurred in 1784 when these cities, Petersburg, Blandford, and Pocahontas, along with the
recent subdivision Ravencroft, merged into the borough of Petersburg.7

By the 1760s Petersburg flourished as a center of tobacco and milling industries.
Traveler Roger Atkinson described the importance of tobacco to pre—-Revolutionary
Petersburg when he wrote in 1769,

When tobacco is not to be got at these é?étersburg'§7.warehouses it is not to be
got anywhere else in Virginia. Perhaps it may not be generally known - but there
is more land and more good land and more inhabitants {and these yearly increas-
ing) on ye south side of James River than there is in all Virginia besides.

There is more tcbacco in these Warehouses than there is in all York or James
River besides from head to foot.

With the falls of the Appomattox River providing power for its mills, Petersburg
developed a substantial flour industry, as well. Wheat soon became second only to tobacco
in importance to the town's economy. "/B/esides ye very valuable staple of tobacco..."
Atkinson wrote one year later, "of late wheat, than which no country under the sun pro-
duces better, and that in great abundance-I say ve article of wheat, a kind of second
staple, is a prodigious addition...."?

Due to its regional importance, Petersburg was a major British military target during
the American Revolution. In April 1781 British ships sailed up the Appomattox intent on
destroying tobacco and seizing public storés. Though the local militia made a strong
effort, including a stand at what is now Fifth Street, they were finally forced to retreat-
over Pocahontas Bridge. '

The damage to Petersburg was extensive. General Henry Lee wrote,

(See Continuation Sheet #5)
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Petersburg, the great mart of that section of the state...ranked first among
commercial towns of the state. Its chief export was tobacco... and at this
time its warehouses were filled. In addition...this town had become a place of
depot for all imported supplies required for southern operations.

"Everything valuable was destrovyed zg& the Britis§7-and the wealth of this town in a few
hours disappeared."tl

Peace ushered in a new period of prosperity and growth. BAs noted above, the towns 4
of Petersburg, Blandford, and Pocahontas merged and incorporated as Petershurg in May 1784.
Tobacco warehouses, flour mills, stores, and small manufacturing ventures dominated the

local economy. Jedidiah Morse in his American Gazetteer of 1797 described Petersburg ten
vears after the war. Petersburg, he wrote,

...contains about 300 houses, built irregularly...ii?here are several tobacco ware-
houses, stores of dry goods, and some law neat and commodicus dwelling houses....
It contains 2,828 inhabitants, including 1,265 slaves. Theé situation of the
town is low and rather unhealthy."l2 Flour processed in Petersburg's mills
exceeded 60,000 barrels per year. Trade exports amounted to over one million
dollars. Shipping in 1805 totaled 5,594 tons.13

Civic improvements were undertaken to refute charges that Petersburg was an
unhealthy town. The marsh was filled and streets were repaired. Bank Street was created
around 1800 to connect High and Back (now E. Bank)} streets. Bollingbrook, Petersburg’'s
principal street, was paved in 1813.14

On July 16, 1815, fire consumed nearly two-thirds of Petersburg. Virtually all
property on Market Square, Bollingbrook, 0ld, Bank, and Back streets was destroyed. A
citizen's report issued following the fire noted,

A few days ago the town of Petersburg was prosperxrous and flourishing -~ commerce
crowded its wharves - a busy population thronged its streets - and new buildings,
daily erected, announced its increasing wealth and importance.

In one awful night the whole scene was changed; a fire...has involved the larger
portion of our citizens in distress, and reduced many of them to beggary.l5

The city quickly engaged in an energetic rebuilding program with three hundred buildings
of brick construction erected during the next two years.

Joseph Martin chronicled the city's renewed strength when he wrote in 1835, "The
number of houses besides the county buildings, which are handsome, may be estimated at
about 800,...There are six tobacco factories, six manufacturing flour mills, 1 brass and
cast-iron foundry, 2 earthen-ware potteries, 2 cotten-seed-oil mills, numerous mercantile

(See Continuation Sheet #6)








































































































































































