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l l le  a p p r o x i m a t e  d imens ions  o r  t l i r  Greek Rcvival  Tor tsmor~t l i  C o ~ ~ r l :  Ilouse, 
b u i l t  i n  1846,  a r c  s e v e n t y - c i g l l t  f e e t  l o n g  on t h e  lii.gli S L r n r , ~  s i d c  l ~ y  
f i f t y - s e v e n  f e e t  on tile C o u r t  S t r e e t  s i d e .  Tile b ~ ~ i l d i n g  sL;~nrls one s t o r y  
above a grn~lntl I r v r l  hnsenlrnt Cloor and is toppcd l ~ y  n pnncli,rl p a r n p c t  
and a  n o r i c  C I I ~ , L ~ ~ ; I I  rlre wj t l iout  t r i g l y j l l ~ s .  S u p p o r t i n g  I I I V  c n t : ~ l > l ; l L ~ ~ r c  
a round  t h e  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  s i d e s  are p l a i n  Greek Dor ic  p i l a s t e r s  p l a c e d  
between e a c h  o f  t h e  bays  o f  t h e  main f l o o r .  The b u i l d i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  was 
surmounted by a  domed c u p o l a  w i t h  a drum sur rounded  by e i g h t  Greek I o n i c  
columns,  b u t  t h i s  h a s  been  removed. 

The ground f l o o r  o r  L I I , ,  I > u i l < l i n ~ ;  ori!:inal l y  was d i v i d c < l  1 1 1 1  o L l ~ r c e  rooms - 
one f o r  e l e c t i o n s  on L i i ~ ,  e a s t  end ,  and two " t * n L i r e l y  f i r t : ; , r o o i "  c i e r k ' s  
o f f i c e s  on t h e  w e s i .  'i'l~c c n t i r c  ground i l o o r  h a s  been co111;,1ctcly 
modernized.  Tlic m;~in l l o o r  c o n t a i n e d  a  c o u r t  room w i t h  dimensions o f  
f i f t y - s e v e n  f e e t  by f i f L y - f o u r  f e e t  and t w e n t y - l o o t  c e i l i n g s . ,  Tilere were  
two j u r y  rooms on Lhe w e s t  end o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and two a d d i t i o n a l  rooms 
on e i t l ~ e r  s i d e  of  t h e  r c c e s s c d  p o r t i c o .  About 1867,  when t h e  e n t r a n c e  was 
changed t o  t h e  High S t r e e t  s i d e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o u r t  room was d i v i d e d  i n t o  
two s e p a r a t e  c o u r t  rooms. 
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The c o u r t  house  is s o l i d  masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n  t l i roug l io l~ t ,  w i t h  1 i n t c l s ,  ; 
s i l l s ,  and b e l t  c o u r s e  o f  c u t  s t o n e .  The g r a y  p a i n t e d  b r i c k  w a l l s  are 
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The b u i l d i n g  is c o n s p i c u o u s l y  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of  P c i r t s m ~ . c i ; ' s  
ma jo r  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Ttie ya rd  is sur rounded  by a n  i r o n  f e n c e  a n d  i s  p l a n t c ~ i  
w i t h  ornamental t r e e s .  The? C o u r t  S t r e e t  f r o n t  f a c e s  t h e  town's  C o n i e d e r ; ~ . . ~  ' 

M ~ > n ~ ~ ~ r i ? n t  , wlii 1,. tilt. i l i ~ l ~  SI I -~ , ,~ I  I I . L I I I ~  100ks o v e r  vt-nt.r6lhlt.  'i'r In I t y  Cliurcli. 

l a i d  i n  American bond. A minor e x t e n s i o n  on t i le  n o r t h  s i d e  i s  t h e  o n l y  
e x t e r i o r  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  ! -  
The p r i n c i p a l  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  courL liouse i n i L i a l l y  was t h r o ~ ~ f : h  a  rcci:ssed 
p o r t i c o  on t h e  main l e v e l  01 Li~e C o i ~ r t  S t r e e t  i r o n t .  ' T l ~ i s  p o r t i c o  was 

I 
c l o s e d  up a round  1867,  and tlic s t o n c  s t e p s  were  n i ~ v e d  t o  tile iligii S L r e e t  ' 
s i d e .  The p r i n c i p a l  e n t r a n c e  is now t h r o ~ ~ g l i  t h e  p r o j e c t i n g  t e t r a s t y L C  
D o r i c  p o r t i c o  s e t  on a n  a r c a d e  on tile l l i g i ~  S t r e e t  TronL. T h i s  p o r t i c o  
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was topped by a ped iment .  
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The p r e s e n t  Por tsmouth C o u r t  llouse was b u i l L  i n  15/16 a s  t h e  Nor fo lk  
County  C o u r t  llouse and s e r v e d  i l l  t h a t  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  1960,  when t h e  
c o u n t y  moved i t s  s e a t  o f  government t o  G r e a t  Br idge.  The C o u r t  llouse 
was d e s i g n e d  by a Por tsmouth n a t i v e ,  Wi l l i am B. Singleton, who was 
a l s o  t i le  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  MacArthrtr Mr,morial ( f o r m e r l y  t h e  c o u r t  
house  f o r  t h e  c i t y  of  N o r f o l k ) .  Y11e b u i l d e r  was Willoughby G .  B u t l e r .  

T l ~ e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  new b u i l d i n g  was i ~ i z i ~ l y  a<imired,  nnrl : ~ e c o r d i n g  t o  a 
contenlporary  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  Li~e c o u r t  house  was "des igned t o  be a  b e a u t i f u l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  h i g h l y  ornamentnl .  t o  t h e  town, and p r o u d l y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
l i b e r a l i t y  and impor tance  of  tile County." The s i t e  c l ~ o s e n  f o r  i t  was 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  o l d  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  
1803 C o u r t  House. 

I t  was d e c i d e d  from t h e  b r g l n n i n g  t i in t  b o t h  t h e  c i t y  and l l ~ c  c o u n t y  
would u s e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i f  PortsmouLl~ e v e r  became a n  indcpen( l tn~ t  c i t y .  
Por t smor~ t l i  r e c e i v e d  a  c h a r t e r  i n  1858, and i n  1867 t h e  main courL room 
was d i v l d e d  i n t o  two rooms f o r  t h e  s e p a r a t e  c o u r t s .  The b u l l d i n g  i s  
now used e n t i r e l y  by t h e  c i t y  o f  Por tsmouth.  

The impor tance  o f  t h e  Por tsmouth Cour t  ilousc,, which s e r v e s  as  t h e  
j u d i c i a l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  is enhanced b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  c i t y ' s  o l d e s t  
p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g  and i t  was dcs i ; ;ncd by a n a t i v e  o f  t i le  c i t y .  The compact 
and g r a c e f u l l y  p r o p o r t i o n e d  b u i l d i n g  s u r v i v c s  a s  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  example 
o f  Greek R e v i v a l  governmental  a r c h i t e c t u r e  l n  a  s t a t e  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  its many Greek Rev iva l  c b u r t  i ~ o u s e s .  



I l u t t ,  M a r s h a l l  W., Por tsmouth Under Four F l a p s ,  1752-1961. Por tsmouth,  Va.: / I 
1961. 

Unpubl ished h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Por tsmouth C o u r t  House p r e p a r e d  by t h e  Por tsmouth 
H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  copy  on f i l e  a t  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 
Commission, Richmond, Va. 
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I I ht.rl,hy r e r t ! l y  lhat thts pioFrty is mc iu~ l cc l  in the , 

l t ona l  l l l s l o r ~ c  P r r s r r v ~ t ~ o n  Act of I 90o  ( I ' u l ~ l ~ r  I..gw , 
' N a t l o n i l i K e ~ ~ s t r r .  , -  , , 

89-665). 1 hereby r,nrn~!laafe. t h l s  property lo r  i r ~ r l u? : t on  ,; ! 
i n  the ~ a t i n n i a ~  ~ r p t s t r r  and cc,r~tiy II,;I~ rt has i,rrn 1 iJ 
evalualed arcord~n,: l o  l h r  rrnerl;, unrl ~>rorr .ch~res set :I 
fo r th  by l he  N a t ~ o n n l  Perk S r r v ~ c e .  The rrrorntrlended I '  

,I Chief, Of1,ce ol Archeology end Historic Prt:servat8on 
l e v e l  o f  sic!>nfrcunce of th is  nurn~natlun is: 1; 
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D r .  Edward P. Alexander ,  Chairman ii 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m ~ r k s  C o m i ~ s s i o n  
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