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DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (IF K N O W N )  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Harvey House, b u i l t  1891-92, i s  a  l a r g e ,  two-and-one-half-story bu i ld ing  designed 
i n  t h c  Queen Anne s t y l e ,  popular i n  t h e  no r theas t e rn  United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  1870s. The 
house i s  a  t a l l ,  r ec t angu la r  s o l i d  of  i r r e g u l a r  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  whose su r face  i s  broken 
by bays, an o r i e l ,  and gables  and whose f i r s t - f l o o r  space  i s p i e r c e d ,  i n  t h e f a v o r i t e  
Queen Anne manner, by a deep verandah wi th  s inuous curves and sh ing led  s u r f a c e s .  The 
verandah is a l s o  an e s s e n t i a l  con t r ibu to r  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  h o r i z o n t a l  emphasis. 
This i s  s t rengthened by t h e  use  of d i f f e r e n t  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  each s to ry - -a sh la r  s t o n e  and 
white  clapboard on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and green-stained s h i n g l e s ,  which f l a r e  a t  t h e  bottom, 
on t h e  second--and by white  ho r i zon ta l  bands a t  second-f loor ,  second-f loor  raindor~ s i l l ,  
co rn ice  and gable-cornice  l e v e l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  main ho r i zon ta l  l i n e s  a r e  c a r r i e d  
across  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v e r t i c a l  elements such as  t h e  o r i e l  and t h e  e x t e r i o r  br ick-and-stone 
chimney on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e .  Each of t h e  planes of  t h e  hipped r o o f ,  except  t h e  south-  
western one, is  broken by a  l a r g e  gabled dormer co rbe l l ed  out  beyond t h e  wa l l  plane and 
supported on exposed j o i s t s .  (Similar  exposed j o i s t s  a r e  used a s  b racke t s  on t h e  main 
corn ice  and on t h e  c o r n i c e s o f  t h e  gables  and o r i e l ) .  The sou theas t e rn  gable  i s  b u i l t  
o u t  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  and frames a  round-headed window w i t h i n  a  l a r g e  a rch  which echoes t h e  
a r c  of t h e  window head. 

The p lan  of t h e  Harvey House i s  f r e e l y  arranged but  shows l i t t l e  i n f luence  of t h e . e f f o r t  
toward openness and freedom of  v i s i o n  and movement which cha rac te r i zed  t h e  b e s t  domestic 
work of t h e  1870s and '80s ,  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  four  l a r g e ,  i r r e g u l a r l y  placed rooms--a k i t chen ,  
l i b r a r y ,  p a r l o r  and d in ing  room--open o f f  a  h a l l .  One e n t e r s  t h e  house from t h e  north-  
c a s t ,  coming i n t o  t h e  l a r g e ,  but  awkwardly shaped, h a l l  which i s  t oo  l a r g e  f o r  a  mere 
passage, but  not  l a r g e  enough t o  be a  t r u e  l i v i n g  h a l l ,  l acking  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  u s u a l l y  
a s soc ia t ed  wi th  such a  f e a t u r e .  It conta ins  a  s t a t e l y ,  dark cherrywood s t a i r c a s e  which 
ascends s lowly through a  s e r i e s  of  t u rns  and landings.  E labora t e ly  embellished w i t h  
turned b a l u s t e r s ,  square  newels wi th  recessed panels and odd f i n i a l s ,  and a  decora t ive  
spandre l  panel ,  carved wi th  g r i f f i n s ,  t h e  whole i s  l i g h t e d  from a  landing- leve l  balcony 
by a  l a r g e ,  s emi -c i r cu la r  window wi th  s t a ined-g la s s  panels  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  four  seasons.  
A c o f f e r e d ,  p re s sed - t in  c e i l i n g  g ives  a  "beamed" e f f e c t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  ve rnacu la r  
f e e l i n g  f o r  which t h e  b u i l d e r s  s t r o v e .  

A s i m i l a r  c e i l i n g  i s  used i n  t h e  p a r l o r ,  opening o f f  t h e  h a l l  t o  t h e  l e f t  ( eas t ) .  This 
i s  a  p l a i n ,  square ,  dimly l i t  room wi th  a  corner  f i r e p l a c e  having a s t o c k  cab ine t  mantel 
c o n s i s t i n g  of  superimposed s t y l i z e d  Doric and Ionjlc c o l o n n e t t e s ,  a  t i l e d  surround, and 
a  b ras s  f i r e  frame. 

A s i m i l a r ,  though l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  mantel i s  used i n  t h e  d in ing  room, which occupies  
t h e  sou theas t  co rne r  of  the  ground f l o o r .  This i s  t h e  most success fu l  room i n  t h e  
house and i s  w e l l  l i t  by handsome banks of f i v e  and f o u r  windows i n  t h e  sou theas t  and 
southwest w a l l s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Each window has a wooden b ib  panel  r i c h l y  carved wi th  
overs ized  f lowers.  

To the  r i g h t  (no r th )  o f  t h e  h a l l  is t h e  l i b r a r y .  Anot:her cab ine t  mantel i s  used on t h i s  
f i r e p l a c e ,  centered  on t h e  no r th  e x t e r i o r  wal l .  I n  t h i s  mantel ,  t h e  upper she l f  i s  
supported on t a l l ,  s t y l i z e d  Doric columnswhich r i s e  from the  f l o o r .  Once agai.n, t h e r e  
is a  p res sed - t in  c e i l i n g ,  and the.room i s  made l i g h t  and a i r y  by s e v e r a l  window openings 
of d i f f e r e n t  fonns,  a l l  having carved panels  beneath then.  

Most of t h e  southwest corner  of t h e  house i s  given over  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  wi th  i ts  a t t e n d a n t  
minor s t o r a g e  rooms and c l o s e t s .  

(See Continuat ion Shcet i i l )  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Harvey House, i n  Radford, i s  an e s p e c i a l l y  pure example of  t h e  so -ca l l ed  Queen Anne 
s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  developed i n  B r i t a i n  and made fash ionable  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  
United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s. The Queen Anne s t y l e ,  never p reva len t  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  
i s  wel l - represented  i n  t h i s  house which, wi th  i t s  p ic turesque  e x t e r i o r ,  i t s  handsome 
i n t e r i o r  panel ing,  and i t s  robus t  s t a i n e d - g l a s s ,  would be notfworthy anywhere, L i t t l e  
a l t e r e d  s i n c e  i t s  cons t ruc t ion  i n  1891-92, t h e  Harvey Aouse s t ands  a s  an e l e g a n t  r e -  
minder of Radford's boom days. 

Dcvelopers lu red  by t h e  i r o n  depos i t s  and abundant water  power of  t h e  a rea  began coming 
t o  what became Radford e a r l y  i n  t h e  1890s- The Radford Land and In~provement Company, 
founded i n  those  yea r s ,  proceeded t o  l a y  o u t  a  new town and t o  h e l p  f inance  t h e  Radford 
Foundry and Pipe Company. The Land Company's genera l  manager, J. K. Dinunick, began 
cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  house a s  h i s  own res idence  i n  1891 and completed i t  t h e  fo l lowing 
year .  

The Panic of 1893 brought t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  foundry and t h e  end of t h e  boom. Dimmick 
l e f t  Radford, and h i s  house was vacant  f o r  s e v e r a l  years  u n t i l  a  slow recovery i n  t h e  
town's economic f o r t u n e s  brought renewed p rospe r i ty .  The house was then occupied b r i e f l y  
by an I r v i n  M i l l e r  and l a t e r  by t h e  Cowan family.  I n  1906, i t  was purchased by Lewis 
Harvey, from whom i t s  conunon name d e r i v c s ,  and it remained i n  h i s  fami ly  u n t i l  1974, 
when Alec Charles Wilson, Jr . ,  t h e  present  owner, purchased t h e  proper ty .  
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. . 
DESCRIPTION 

An e a r l y  barn/workshop and a garage b u i l t  i n  a s t y l e  consonant w i th  t h e  house, but  
of l i t t l e  i-ndividual d i s t i n c t i o n ,  su rv ive  t o  t h e  south  and west. of the dwel.ling. 




