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The J e f f e r s o n  Hotel ,  completed i n  1895, i s  a massive, y e t  g race fu l  s t r u c t u r  
of buff b r i c k  and s tone .  Typical of  the work of Carrere and &s t ings ,  i t  
i s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  blend of many a r c h i t e c t u r a l  forms and s t y l e s ,  although the  
e x t e r i o r  is  composed c h i e f l y  of Italian and Spanish Renaissance elements. 
The four  towers r i s i n g  from t h e  main block wi th  its imposing entrances, 
loggia ,  va r i ed  window forms, and wealth of rich architectural ornament 
make the  s t r u c t u r e  an important Richmond landmark. Althougl~ gut ted  by 
f i r e  i n  1901, the  e x t e r i o r ,  f o r  the most p a r t ,  survives  as o r i g i n a l l y  
designed. One b a s i c  change fol lowing the f i r e  was - the  recons t ruc t ion  of 
the  wings on the snuthern end. These were r e b u i l t  to run north-south 
rather than east-wes t t o  a l low more l i g h t  and a i r  i n t o  the  room.  

Frank l in  S t r e e t  ent rance ,  known as the  "Ladies Entrance" f o r  those 

Rotunda, Peebles s u b s t i t u t e d  a great colonnade and decorated the  room and 
its grand s t a i r c a s e  i n  t y p i c a l  "Edwardian ~aroque". Peebles-a lso  added an 

a u d i t o r i u m , t o  the  east  o f t h e h o t e l  which-,is now.used by the Engineers'. 
Club. While the  h o t e l  has su f fe red  i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  none has  
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P E R I O D  {Check Orro or irlore a.? Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 16th Century C 
C) % 20th Century a 
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Architee~ure SociaiiHuman- 

Communications f-J 

Conservation a Mil i tary  

The J e f f e r s o n  Hotel is  one of the n a t i o n ' s  outs tanding examples of  l a t e -  
n ineteenth  century  e c l e c t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  In many ways i t  f u l f i l l e d  

V) 
the  command of i t s  pat ron,  Major Lewis Ginter, t o  the  a r c h i t e c t s  t o  
provide Richmond wi th  the  f i n e s t  h o t e l  i n  America - i n  a n  e r a  when z sumptuous h o t e l s  were being erected  throughout the country. Aside from 

0 i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m e r i t ,  t he  h o t e l ,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  completed, contained 
.cI. many advanced technological  devices such as s e r v i c e  telephones, complete 
E- e l e c t r i c a l  l i g h t i n g ,  complete c e n t r a l  steam heat ing,  and both h o t  and cold 

u .  running water  f o r - e a c h  of i t s  342 gues t  rooms. It should be noted a l s o ,  

3 t h a t  among t h e  f i n e  appointments s t i l l  contained in t h e  bui ld ings  a r e  an  
except ional  c o l l e c t i o n  of l a t e -n ine teen th  century  academic pa in t ings  as a& wel l  a s  the  famous life-size marble s t a t u e  of Thomas Jefferson by Richmond 

b- s c u l p t o r ,  Edward V. Valentine.  Throughout i ts  e a r l y  hLstory t h e  J e f f e r s o n  
vl was "the" p lace  t o  s t a y  f o r  any important person v i s i t i n g  Richmond. 
ZZ Notable.  gues ts  included Theodore Roosevelt , '6loodrow Wilson, General John - J. Pershin&; Frank l in  D. ' ~ o o s e v e l t  , Charles A. ~ i h d b e r ~ ,  Benjamin 

Harrison,  William McKinley and Calvin Coolidge. The Sef fe r son  has also 
la been the  scene of many important Richmond s o c i a l  events .  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the N a -  
I hereby certify that th i s  property is included in  the 

t ional f i i s tor ic  Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  Law 

i n  the National Register and certify that it has  been 

evaluated according to  the  criteria and procedures set 

forth b y  the National Pa rk  Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

level  of significance of this nomination is: 
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