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1. NAME

CONMSDN:

City Hall

AND OR MISTORIC: o
Richmond ity Hall  J—.
2. LOCATION _

Cr——

STREET ANC NUMBER:

| Bounded by Tenth Street, Broad Street, Eleventh Street and Capitol Street.

CITY OR TOWN:

Richmond

OTATE coDE |COUNTY:
|Virginia 45 (in cit.) 760
[3. CLASSIFICATION :

ACCESSIBLE

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
{Check One} TO THE PUBLIC

Disteict IX Building KX Public Public Aequisition: Ocevpind Yeos:

CODE

2

N

v

i

|

3 Site [ Structure ] Privote [J In Process [] Unoccupied Restricted
[1 Object Both {71 Being Considered ] Preservation work 0] Unrestricred
in progress

PRESENT USE ‘Check One or Mors aa Approprinte)

T} Agricultural “Gover nment Park [0 Trensportation ] Comments
' Commerciol ] industeial D Private Residence [[] Other (Specity)

T ducetione! [ Military [ Religious

Entartainment ] Museum [0 Seientific

SO 6 g 9

I T

JOWNER'S N ANME: ;
v

s, OWNER OF PROPERTY ’ :
| . . o
' City of Richmond . c//.wcriiciedds i £ B %

‘3LVLisS

4 TSTREET AND NUMBER:

CITY D&/ TOWwWN |$'.m1'r;

| Richmond — 1 Virginia 55

LOCAT.ON OF LEGAL DE-SCRIPTION

it

| City Hall o

5T ET AND NUMBER

puowyd Ty
TALNNMNGD

(“3¢5 Uty

LITY Q% TOoOwN: | STATE <D0E

|
| : |
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)

o Richmend---
{&- REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS .

[~ T_E OF SURVE Y-

Virginia Historic Tandmarks Commission Report £127-3
ThRTE OF SWAVEY: 1 (] Federal y:: State — County ] Laeel |
TUEFOSITORY FOR SURYEY RECORDS: H

—
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| I
! Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission —
|

|

|

[STREET AMD NUMBER
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e O N W W ‘Jis:ginia.__-‘._____.__u_s__f

(Richwond — -
) 1

L_E_Zggm 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
| cooe
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7, DESCRIPTION

i ] {Check One}
} | (X1 Excellent ™ Geed ] Fair [0 Detaricrated ] Ruins 7] Unexposed
CONDITION | ——
| (Check One) {Check Ono)
J [ Alrerad X] Unolrered [ Mweced F____X Criginal Site
i

/DESCRIBE THE PRESMENT AND oSiSinas Fif known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANEE
' The Richmond City Hall occupies an entire dewntown block, bounded on th
west by 10th Street, on the east by 1lth Street, on the south by Capitol
Street, and on the north by East Broad Street. I'ts ground |evel measures
170 feet by 140 feet and the clock tower rises 195 above the pavenent. The
city hall joins other important structures such as Amzmi B, Young's Customs
Houte and Thomas S Stewart’s St. Paul's Church in framing the broad green
squz re occupied primarily by Jefferson's Capitol.
' Supporting the City Hall's fl oors and mansard roof are sone two mllion
cubic feet of exterior stone walls and five million bricks in the interior
wal |'s, supplemented by cast iron columms and wrought iron beams and trusses.
Floors are of flat-arch clay tile construction supported on wrought iron
rafters, beams and trusses.

Although each facade maintains a basic formal symmery with its central
Gothic-style porch entrance and paired bays to either side, the end pavilions
are varied in roof treatment utilizing pyramidal and conical capping, The
dominant feature im the building's design is the clock tower at the northeast
comer with its small spires rising from buttresses below to frane the clock
faces and the pyramidal roof. Sub-themes in the notif include the window
clusters of two and three openings spaced by short vnfluted Gothic columns
{with wvoluted capitals enriched with foliage. Segmental-pointed a::ches as
wel | as lancet and straight arches span door and window openings. The rich
textures 0f the stone surfaces vary from the rough hewn blocks with their
smooth finished edges to the noul ded belt courses and corbel ed cornices.
Gabled porches frame deeply recessed entrances on each facade and carved oak
idoors Lead into the ceaxtral four-story gallery and skylight that dom nates
i the interior. Agains: = background of pilasters and paneled wall surfaces
'I’cn the curer walls of :the gallery, are placed inner arcades of |ancet and

| four-centered arches supported by Gothic columns resting On circular and
the cornice, pierced iron balustrad-

| rentangular pedestals. At each level,

I . . . .. .

inz and plaster spandrels have their individual treatment, and this pattern, |
whe2n combined with the Zeeling of height created by the shortening of column I

,height from bottom levsl to zop, forms a rich speczacle matched by few

Just east of the gallery and forming a visual

the building from the vest is a broad cast iron
ced in a quatrefoil patterrn.  The stairway riseslf'

interiors in the count-y.
background to it On enrtering
stair with iron railinz -ier

in a single flight tc the second level and is repeated on every floor, ,
consi derabl e amount cf zolden oak paneling used in the gallery as well as in !
mos® Of court rooms ané cffices, has been painted over >ut enough remains in
.certain areas to cap::re the feel of its original sppearance. The noul di ng

tand trim in these rcoms that surround the open gallery iS less ornate than
el sewhere and the interest here is more on the existence of original filing

icabinets, elaboratelv de:ailed radiators, electrified gas fixtures and

especially on the su=sival of original marble sinks and brass fixtures in

'some Of the baths.
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ESCRIPTION

CONDITION {Check One)

Excelient ] Good Fair [ Deterioroted [ ] Ruins ] Unexposed [
- I(Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRITY Altered [] Unaltered [® Moved (] Criginal Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIMAL ({{ known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Richmond City Hall is a massive gray granite pile of four principal
stories. The exterior is decorated with a profusion of carefully
executed Gothic detail. The skyline of the building is enlivened by a
variety of ornamental gables, dormers, crockets and chimmeys. A seven-
story clock tower at the northwest corner of the building balanced by a
four-story tower with a steep pyramidal roof at the northeast corner
further enrich the building's profile.

The extremely rich Victorian Gothic interior contains a great skylit
four-story well surrounded by tiers of Gothic 'cloisters'. A broad
central staircase of three flights ascends to the major levels. Arranged
around the staircase and well are the various courtrooms, judicial

chambers and city offices.

Because of the soundness of its construction, the building is in ex-
cellent condition. Fortunately it has suffered few alterations outside
of minor modernizations such as the installation of electricity and a
number of partitions in various rooms. Other than the loss uf the
original color scheme, the public areas are much as they were when the

building first opened.
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.+ ETSIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriale)

INSTRUCTIONS

EE

S

3 163h Cantury [ 18th Century ] 20th Century

{J Pre-Columbion!
{1 17th Century K 19th Century

O 15th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known)

J'ﬁ??‘:p — ke

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

{Check One or More aa Appropriate)
T} Urban Plonning

Abor iginal [] Educotion [J Peolitical
7] Prehisteric [ Engineering ] Religion/Phi. 7] Other (specify)
] Hisroric [J Industry losophy

[ Agriculture ] Invention [] Science

B’Archimcfure [ Landscape [ Sculpture

O Arn Architecture ] Socia! Humen-

[ Commerce {1 Literature itarian

[0 Communications 1 Military [1 Theater

[ Ceonservotion [ Musie [ Teanspartation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE NEMEETOR’?C"%!\WRK‘

Richmond's City Hall stands on the site of three notable build-
ings which were either moved or demolished in the early 1870's to make way
for the new structure: Richmond's first City Hall, built in 1818 from
plans by Robert Mills and Maximilian Godefroy and demolished because it
was thought to be structurally unsound; First Presbyterian Church, built
in 1853 by John MacArthur, Jr. of Philadelphia and moved to another site
in 1873; the Edmund Randolph House, built circa 1800 and one of Richmond's
octagonal-ended Houses. But it was not until 1883 that the competition
for the new City Hall was held and not until 1886 that Elijah E. Myers plar
wvere finally accepted, Groundbreaking ceremonies were held in that year
and by 1894, when the new building opened, the costs had risen from an
criginal estimate of $300,000 to $1,318,349.19. With hints of graft and
several investigations completed, the Richmond Dispatch noted on

2 February, 1894:
"Indeed, by many travelled people, Richmond's new City Hall

is pronounced one of the handsomest and most conveniently-arranged

public buildings of its character in the country. It can never

cease to be a matter of regret that in order for its erection, it

was deemed necessary to sweep out of existence the old City Hall!

Whatever may be said about the cost of City Hall and the time it

has taken to erect it, there is no questicn that it was built to stay.'"'

The selection of Myers for the City Hall was a natural choice
for Richmend as he was one of the most successful architects of his day in
competition for public buildings. He was architect of the State Capitols
of Michigan, of Colorado, of Texas, of Idaho, of the old Capitol of the
Territory of Utah, and winner of the international competition for the
Parliament Buildings in Riode Janeiro. Desiring a symbol of "Richmond's
progress, growth and ambition,'" the City Council turned to this nationally
recognized architect.
The City Hall owes its designation as a prime example of the

High Victorian Gothic style to the characteristic solidity expressed in the
rough hewn stone of its facades and to its lively silhouette achieved by
the variety of ornamental gables, dormers, finials and chimneys. In fact,
its kinship to this style relies on these two major characteristics since
it ignores the popular polychrome treatment cften seen on structures of
this period and emphasizes instead the intricacy possible in manipulating
materials into textures and Gothic shapes. The great central light well

w

witn tiers of enriched columns, spandrels, railings and brass fixtures
must rank as one of the most impressive municipal interiors in the nation.

-




« Form 10.3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [couNTY
Richmond (in cit.)

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
., FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Numbsr all entriea)

NATIONAL {27272 LANDMARK
8. Statement of Significance: (1) Richmond City Hall

~ The Richmond City Hall was built between 1886 and 1894 from designs
by Elijah E. Myers (1832-1909). The building occupies an entire city
block at the rear of the Virginia Capitol grounds. Of monumental scale,
the City Hall measures 170 feet by 140 feet, its rugged silhouette
culminating in a corner tower which rises to a height of 195 feet, The
solidity of its construction; in which stone, brick and iron are the
principal materials; is noteworthy and is equalled in quality by the
excellence of its workmanship and finish. Stylistically, the Richmond
City Hall represents a later phase of the 19th-century Gothic Revival,
its exterior effect achieved by contrasting textures rather than by
polychromatic materials. The most notable interior feature is an impres-
sive skylighted central court surrounded by arcaded galleries, Mainte-
nance has been excellent, and almost all the original fixtures remain
intact., Among American municipal buildings of its size and style, the
Fichmond City Hall has no superior in similarly unaltered condition.




Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE .
(July 1269) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES Richmond (in cit.)
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM TS
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

|
|
|

(Number all entriaa)

8.
Carrol Meeks notes the importance of such a structure to a community and
a region:

"But a City Hall, like a national Capitol, has a symbolic function. It
is architecture made art by the expression of mood, feeling, desire and
ambition, as was correctly stated of this building in 1894. That vast
central hall, those giant's staircases, those sumptuous rows of columns
and arches still perform their original function. These features say
'this is no ordinary building, this is what we, the people of Richmond,
think of ourselves. We are proud people, we glory in our democracy,
and we can afford to build a beautiful, glorious palace to say so.'"




9. MAIOR-BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFECRENCES

Arts in-Virginia, Vol. II, #3 (Spring 1962), article by Carroll Meeks.
llisteric Prescrvation, Vol. 13, No. 4 (1961).
T hmond Dispatch: February 2, 1894 "Our Fine City liall"

News Leader: April 4, 1953; February 12, 1962; April 23, 1962.

T o

T .es Dispatch: August 29, 1954; January 15, 1961; June 6, 1962 January 26,
1967; November 8, 1967; January 16, 1949; May 13, 1962, article by Al Coates.

City Mall Study, Feasibility and Use Studv. Lee, King and Poole, Architects.

10. GEOGRAPHIC..L DATA ;
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0—|— LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEEINING THEICENTER FOINT OF A BROPEATY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds |Dogrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ¥ ’ L ' * 37 © 32 23° 77° 25 59°*
jr NE ° . L B R A
SE -] [ - [ » -
W L L] L] o . .
IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OYERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: ¢ COoDE COUNTY % CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: COOE | COUNTY: co0E
STATE: COOE | COUNTY: cODE
{ N
o S NS SN
1. FORW PREPARED BY
MAKE AMD TITLE:
Stafl, Virginia Historic Landmarks Conmissian, James W }mqu Jr., Director |
TOATE

OHGAMIIATION

Virginia listoric Landmarks Commission June 2, 19069

5 TEE T AMND SUMDER:

(Room 1116 _Ninth Street State 0ffice Building
& T Wk STATE COCE
ZJ

CITY CR ToOwWH
_MRich—ond V qinia .5 ;I
12 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1IDN NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION J

As the desynated State Laaison Officer for the Na- | ) ) )
tional Thisteric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law | 1 bereby cersily Wad:this: property s included it ke
£9-65%), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion NatiohalReiister,
in the National Repister and cortify that it has been :
evaluated according to the critenia and procedures set .' 2 g J ] ! ! - A

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended ) - - -
Chicf, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of sipnificance of this nomination i1s:

Natienal [T State E] Local [} .
% il ~~ A
f\ Date 4o 4 N,
NBI'Tr(_ } L'/c: b-.oP {ALU {’;hw!.
= ATTEST:
Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Cnairman
| I.Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm. vl _“{ i, =
- o w1 g 0 L : A I

hccpcr of The National Register !

e B AR R

b ‘, Yy -/ i

Date June 2, 1969 Liate -
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INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Lo

.

Vorm 10.301
(Dec. 1948}

UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

{Typc all entrics - attach to or caclose with map)

STATE

Virginia

COUNTY

 Richmond__(in_cit.) |

FOR NP5 USE OHLY

ENTRY MUMBER DATE

Ll. HAME

‘s*.—‘;‘.-‘:ft_ﬁi; y_Hall

sierphaeToms: Richmond CREy Ma%l

[2. LocaTioN

FTREET AND NUM BER:

Blounded by Tenth Street, Broad Street, Eleventh Street and Capitol Street.

CITY OR TOWMN:

Richmond
STATE:

cooE |COUNTY:

45

(in cit,

CODE

) 160

Virginia

[3. MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

U, S, G, S, map_ Richmand

1.5' quadrangle

Feace: 1:24000

DATE:

1964

[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property brounderies where requiced.
2. North arrow.

3. Lotitude ond longitude reference.

UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIDR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF H'STORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entrics - atlach to or enclose with photogeaph)

e . —— e — e ——

Virginia

COUNTY
Richmond (in cit.)
FOR i7"S USE ONLY

| oate

l

ENTRY MNUMBER

1, NARE |
i-—.l—- :. N 1
st iy Hall |
Vi ofmisToac ": im"1§ﬁnm}'_lim.._ :I
2. LOCIATION ﬁ

;
[

| Dounded by _Tenth Srreer, Bropad Stree

THEE T AND MUMaER:

~Eleventh Street and Capitol Styear

CITY Q% TOwWM
| Bichmond. _ _
T TC

T
CQQ.E_-{COUHT?:
45 (dn_cit.)

CODE
160

A Eritida

é F:HOTO F\‘_EFER'E_HCE

Provo caest T Virginia Historic Landmarks Cosmission

1868

TATE OF PHAOTO:

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
_Richmond, Virginia

FELATIVE FILED AT:

i

OENTIFICATICM

OESCRIBE VIEw, CIRECTION, ETC,

View of front from the Northwest




1971

VHLC Photo

Richmond Citff Hail,'Ric'hmon_d, Yifginia




