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Erected i n  1834, St .  Pe te r ' s  Church was the  f i r s t  church b u i l t  on what i s  
now Grace S t r e e t ,  and is the  o ldes t  Roman Catholic Church i n  Richmond. 
From 1850, when Richmond became a separa te  diocese,  u n t i l  1905, when the  
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart was erected,  S t .  P e t e r ' s  served a s  a cathed 
church. 
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The Church has been attended by many well-known people including 
L i t t l e ton  Tazewell, Governor of Virginia from 1834-36; the  various French 
consuls res id ing  i n  Richmond; famed C i v i l  War General Beauregard; and 
Pearl  Tyler,  daughter of Pres ident  John Tyler,  who w a s  married there.  
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St .  Pe te r ' s  s tands  today a s  one of the  gems of nineteenth century 
ecc l e s i a s t i ca l  a r ch i t ec tu re  i n  Richmond. Its loca t ion ,  along with St.  
Paul's Episcopal Church across  the s t r e e t ,  adds t o  the  v i sua l  e f f e c t  of 
the western end of Capitol  Square and the  Richmond cityscape.  
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St.  Pe t e r ' s  Church, a f i n e  example of the  Roman Revival s t y l e ,  i s  an 
elongated cruciform s t r u c t u r e  of stuccoed brick. Its facade features  a 
slender pedimented po r t i co  with coupled Doric colunms. The roof l i n e  on tfacade is hidden by a stepped parapet above which is a cupola capped by an  
octagonal dome. The whole of the  building is surrounded by a f ine ly  
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- executed Doric en tab la ture .  \ 
The i n t e r i o r  of St .  Pe t e r ' s  has suffered few ser ious  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  and 
survives i n  an exce l l en t  s t a t e  of repa i r .  The bays a r e  divided by 
curious Doric p i l a s t e r s  with Ionic c a p i t a l s  over t he  Doric. Other 
notable i n t e r i o r  f ea tu re s  a r e  the  very shallow t ransepts  and semi-circular 

I- apse. 
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