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Erected in 1834, St. Peter's Church was the first church built on what is
now Grace Street, and is the oldest Roman Catholic Church in Richmond.
From 1850, when Richmond became a separate diocese, umtil 1905, when the
Cathedral of the Sacred Heart was erected, St. Peter's served as a cathedr

church.

The Church has been attended by many well-known people including
Littleton Tazewell, Governmor of Virginia from 1834-36; the various Freuch
consuls residing in Richmond; famed Civil War General Beauregard; and
Pearl Tyler, daughter of President John Tyler, who was married there.

St. Peter's stands today as one of the gems of nineteenth century
ecclesiastical architecture in Richmond. 1Its location, along with St.
Paul's Episcopal Church across the street, adds to the visual effect of
the western end of Capitol Square and the Richmond cityscape.
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St, Peter's Church, a fine example of the Roman Revival style, is an
elongated cruciform structure of stuccoed brick. Its facade features a
slender pedimented portico with coupled Doric colums. The roof line on thk
facade is hidden by a stepped parapet above which is a cupola capped by an
octagonal dome. The whole of the building is surrounded by a fimely
executed Doric entablature. S

The interior of St. Peter's has suffered few serious alterations, and
survives in an excellent state of repair. The bays are divided by

curious Doric pilasters with Ionic capitals over. the Doric. Other

notable interior features are the very shallow transepts and semi-circular

apse.

The church offices next door are fine examples of Edwardian townhouses.
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Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr.,Director
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Virginia Higstoric Landmarks Commission ) April 22, 1969
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Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
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Richmond,
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Virginia : 45 .

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
-89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Mational Register and certify that it has been /(

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set WAM d(x{"(- / "/f i/&f
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is: '
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