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The William H. Grant House is a la rge ,  three-s tory br ick  townhouse i n  the 
I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e .  Its facade is three-bays wide, and the c e n t r a l  entrance 
i.s s e t  o f f  by a small ,  r i c h l y  ornamented arched f ron t  porch supported by 
coupled square columns. A11 of the  windows on the facade a r e  enriched 
with e labora te  bald-round l i n t e l s .  The modillioned cornice crowning the 
bui lding is a replacement of the o r ig ina l .  

Much of t he  i n t e r i o r  w a s  a l t e r e d  when the house was converted in to  a 
hosp i t a l ,  but the  bas i c  elements of the  o r i g i n a l  f l oo r  plan survive.  With 
the conversion, extensive addi t ions  were made t o  the r e a r  of the  house, a n  
a three-s tory wing was erec ted  on the w e s t  s i d e  connecting i t  t o  the  house 
next door. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( Include Personaan., Dale., Events.  E1s.J 

This imposing mansion was erected by the prominent tobacco manufacturer, 
William H. Grant, i n  1857 on a l o t  purchased f r ~ m  John Wickham. In.1892, 
the  house was acquired by the famous She l te r ing  A r m s  Hospital. Shel ter ing 
Arms was a f r e e  hosp i ta l  f o r  a l l  white res idents  i n  the  s t a t e  of Virginia.  
The h o s p i t a l  moved t o  a new loca t ion  i n  i965, and the property came under 
the con t ro l  of the  Medical College of Virginia  which now uses it a s  of f ices .  

The Grant house i s  a f i ne  example of the  "arch i tec tura l  exuberance, and 
romanticism of the  1850's." I t  i s  a l s o  one of the  few houses of i ts  
period and type t o  have survived i n  downtown Richmond. Its loca t ion  on 
E. Clay S t r e e t ,  ac ross  from the Valentine Museum, g rea t ly  enhances t h i s  
h i s t o r i c  s t r e e t .  
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S c o t t ,  Mary Wingfield,  Hoilscs of Old Richmond, Richmond, 1941. 
, Old ~ichmond Neighborhoods, Richmond: Whit te t  and 

Shepperson, 1950. 
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