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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Valentine Museum is contained in three separate buildings. The
principal building of the group is the Wickham-Valentine House, a finely
proportioned three-bay, two-story stuccoed house with a shallow hipped
roof. All of the windows on the facade are three-part,those of the first
floor set in shallow arched recesses. The front door is framed by a small
porch with coupled columns. The rear of the house features a one-story
veranda, with a bowed center, overlooking a small formal garden. The
interior of the Wickham-Valentine House is considered to be one of the
most beautiful in the country. ' The chief features being its shaped rooms,
spiral staircase, and fine drawing room with rich Victorian decoration.

The Gray-Valentine Houses, next to the Wickham-Valentine House, are a
series of three Victorian townhouses. 7This uniform row Ls three-stories
tall, nine-bays wide, and crowned by a heavy bracketed cornice, The
windows are topped by heavy molded lintels, and the entrances feature
bracketed flat hoods. The interiors of the houses were substantially
altered when they were converted into the museum.

The third section of the museum, the Bransford-Cecil House, was moved to
its present site from its original location on N. 5th Street. It
features a small Doric porch on the entrance front and a two level porch
on the rear. The plan of the house has been altered and only a few
architectural features, such as window reveals and mantels, are original.
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Pre-Columbian [ ] 16th Century {7) 18th Century [} 20th Century (7]
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SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Knowny 1812, 1870; 1840

AREAS OF $IGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal Education ) Political l v Urban Planning = (]
Prehistoric [} Engmaerlng™ [ '’ Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) ]
S MHistorier s+ 1 () (ndustry ’ 1 © ¢ lesophy 0 I
Agricolture | fnvention (] Scionce [
Art Landscape Sculpture (]
Commerce H| Architecture [] Sociol/Human-
Commuaications {) Literature J itarion (|
Conservation [ ‘Militory O Theater O
I Music 0O Transportation [}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Persvnages, Dalos, Ewents, Elc.)

The Wickham-Valentine House, considered to be one of the finest Federal
houses in the country, was built in 1812 by John Wickham, a distinguished
Richmond lawyer who served as one of the defense council at the trial of
Aaron Burr. The architect of the house is unknown, but it has been
attributed to both Robert Mills and Benjamin Latrobe.

John Ballard, the next occupant of the house, was responsible for the
interior Victorian decoration which survives only in the drawing room.
The house was purchased in 1882 by Mann Valentine II, a great collector
of historic artifacts. At his death in 1892, the house, along with his
collection and a $50,000 endowment, was left as a museum for the city of

the famous Richmond sculptor, E. V. Valentine, was moved to the garden.

The three townhouses; next to the Wickham-Valentine House were built, circa
1870, as investment properties. In 1938 they were bought and remodeled
to hold much of the museum's collection. The Bransford-Cecil House, a
typical Richmond Greek Revival dwelling, was erected in 1840, and moved
to its present site in 1954. The house now contains galleries and the musg
library.

Today the Valentine Museum is an important active institution. Its
collections and archives are among the most valuable for Richmond and
Virginia history. The buildings they occupy are distinguished examples
of architecture, and stand as important reminders of the early Richmond
cityscape.

Richmond. The building was restored in 1928, and in 1938 the studio of :
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'FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE

| April 22, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Winth Street State Office Building R ' L
CITY OR TOWN: T T STATE CODE
Richmond Virginia 45

STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

TMATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION |

As he designated State Iaatson Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1866 (Public Law
89.065), ! hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Nattonal Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedurcs set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominntion is:

Nationat |} L.ocat ()

Nameé§QUﬂC§?LQLoﬂ9quéL 6&{:%142Lk

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, CLairman
Title Virginia Historic Landmarks Comm.

State X

May 20, 1969

Date

1 herebv certify that this property is included in the

B

National Register, b

Chief, Office of Archeology and Histortc Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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z R e e
o comumon: Valentine Muscum o
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| 1005-1015 E, Clay Street between 10th and 1lth Strects
' sy CITY OR TOWN:
i 2.4 Richmond
: - STATE: ( cope |COUNTY: CODE
i , . ) .
: v . |Virginia — e HB5 | Ginocit,) _ 1 760
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SOURCE:
L U.S.G.S. 7%', quadrangle  Richmond, Va.
; LLI SCALE: 1224000
! 1T pe— loave: 1964
., [ REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUCED ON ALL MAPRPS
1. Property broundacies where required.
! 2. North arrow.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTY L
Richmond (in cit.)
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
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| - 2. LOCATION L ' ' B
| U STREET AND NUMBER:
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} z BTO REFERENCE A N -
i — PHoTo creotT: Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
| DATE OF T—‘HOTO»]_967
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View of front from North.
|







.-\‘;‘ i"/\ __[!1 “‘ln-, .
i \r B J; .

t

7 e W
7 o

\:,1‘{1 k iy 8 74
' Tk

) < - 3%
49 4 N
N1 )\4\ #N ¥

POy T R . ; oy
L FRROFEISHONAL - ghiall R A ‘%’/>
nfge/t!dsng ) B TLPTITY //\ e WS <‘7</6:

i !
P ‘i.k o X

Ve
K "‘F?‘ltf( }\_\_,J‘ |
.1‘_”_ = \\ i

)

S\ RN
sl N \
Vi3 oy Eororie
Jec LTV £
N FisewAGE o
B ‘?j/\ 1= U k
: ! Tt T

Py

2 ¢ ,
\ 3

A . a7 o -l N 3 . ! 'j‘”
?‘"Ca fer's e ‘ N Az N N it ﬂ‘\\g 3 .
\ \J ones ’ "4 S P . A Iy i /
A ,I.‘}\F?k o €. . s g F A ¥






