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The Stearns Block is a four-story building, fourteen-bays wide, and
measures 107' wide by 64' deep. The building has a cast-iron facade,
with its side and rear walls being laid in common bond brick. The two
original exterior sets of doors survive on the facade in the fourth
and tenth bays from the west, with the original architectural decoration
around them intact. This consists of two engaged Corinthian columns
framing an arch outlined by a rounded molding embellished by a spiraling
vine. The arch is topped by a garland and rosebud, Separating all of the
. ground floor bays, except where removed, are engaged Corinthian columms
supporting a Corinthian entablature. The windows throughout the facade
are treated uniformly. The engaged Corinthian columns which frame each
window stand on a pedestal base which also acts as an engaged balustrade
beneath the windows. This engaged balustrade is embellished and

decorated with panels and central roundels beneath each window. Each of th

.__
-

semi-circular arched windows is surrounded by a round molding decorated by v
a spiraling vine as in the doorways. The windows are crowned also by a m
garland and rosebud decorated keystone, The facade of the building is m
crowned by a deep Italianate entablature., Directly beneath the entablature -
and supported by the engaged Corinthian columns of the fourth floor is a >

decorative band featuring intertwined vines. The architrave of the
entablature is standard. Extending from beneath the cornice through the wn
frieze are large, highly ornate brackets. The spaces between the brackets -
in the frieze are decorated with roundels with rosettes. o
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| family still retaining ownership in two of them.

In 1865 Franklin Stearns; a Richmond businessman, purchased 1007-13 East
‘Main Street from the President and Directors of the Farmer's Bank for
$32,100, being a parcél of land "whereon the banking house ... recently
stood."” The Farmer's Bank, with many other Richmond commercial buildings,
had gone up in flames during the evacuation of the Confederate government
in 186%. By 1869 Stearns had completed the construction of his new
building, the ironwork having beeen purchased from Hayward, Bartlett of
Baltimore. Since that time the four sections of the building have been
used by various commercial establishments in Richmond, with the Stearns

The Stearns Iron Front Building is a splendid example of a cast-iron row
and is one of the most important examples of surviving Richmond commercial
buildings from the latter part of the nineteenth century. Though
architecturally inspired by the Renaissance palaces of Venice, the building
makes maximum use'of its modern material by having a minimum proportion

of solid to void. The building is in reality a glass-fronted structure
with the thinest yet richest embellishments acting as the supports.
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Trust Department
First and Merchants National Bank
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Morton G. Thalhimer, Inc. (owns 1013 E, Main St.)
1013 East Main Street : -
Richmond, Virginia "Code: 45

g T e -

gy

TR I e e s
- ‘ .

B
i




LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINA TES
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TITLE:

NAME

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commiss ion, James W, Moody, Jr., Directon

ORG’N'ZAT'ON DATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission: - - . ~hovember 18, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

x . The nded
forth by the National Park Service recommende Chief, Office of Archeclogy and Historic Preservation

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

level of significance of this nomination is:
Nationel (O State Local [T

Date

Name ATTEST:
Dr. Edward P, Alexander, Chairman

Title wuin_hndmrhmirs ion

Keaper of The National Regilater
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U.5.G.S. 74' quadrangle (Scale: 1:24000) ‘=
Richmond, Va. (1964) e~

Stearns Block R
Latitude Longitude i
37° 321 15m 770 261 09" ad}

A

L}
R, : PR S
. L j‘ljn ,E a1 1)
M L RN oy
gl IR | R i A 1
I Lotusrana - B ;
N0 1:! aedie Av 3 < Sf'b
i - :

L L -
L ISAR
L9, -

¥ A &

,(‘i

ggaF



