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and/orcommon Richmond Council of Garden Clubs House 

2. Location 

street (L. number 4015 Hermitage Road N/*not tor publication 
3rd 

city, town Richmond &!A vicinity ot congressional distrlct (Thomas J. Bl i l ey .  Jr .) 

state Virg in ia  code 51 county ( I n  Ci ty)  code 760 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public X occupied - agriculture - museum 
flI bulldlng(s) - private - unoccupied -commercial - park 
-structure -both work in progress - educatlonal X private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -religious 
-object - in process yes: restricted -government - scientitlc 

belng considered -yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

N / A  - no - mllltary 2L other: Clubhouse 

4. Owner of Property 
-- 

name Richmond Council of Garden Clubs, Inc. c / o  Pres ident  

street a number 4015 Hermitage Road 

city, town Ri~hmond N!!-w state Virgin ia  23227 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry ot deeds, etc. Richmond Ci ty  Ha l l  

street (l number 900 E. Broad S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virgin ia  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

title Commission Survey has this property been determined eleglble? -yes X no 

date 1981 -federal X state -county - local 

depository for survey rwords Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state Virgin ia  23219 



7'. , Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated -_ unaltered X original site 
-good - ruins X altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SLMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Holly Lawn i s  located a t  4015 Hermitage Road, to  the west of the  Ginter Park 
neighborhood of the c i t y  of Richmond. The 2%-story residence was erected i n  buff-colored, 
stretcher-bond brick i n  1901. Its i r regular  roof l i n e  and var ie ty  of geometric forms 
make i t  a par t icu la r ly  r i ch  example of Queen Anne architecture.  The house is well 
preserved and well maintained and possesses most of i ts  or ig ina l  i n t e r io r  t r i m .  
Following i t s  acquis i t ion by the Richmond Council of Garden Clubs, a low auditorium was 
added to  the north s i d e  of the building i n  1973. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Richmond's North Side is par t icular ly  r ich  i n  t rees  and shrubbery, and the f ront  
grounds of Holly Lawn a re  no exception. The house is s e t  back from the s t r e e t  on a 
spacious l o t  amidst oak and holly t rees  and evergreen shrubs tha t  contras t  with the 8 

l i g h t  br ick walls. The facade (west) has a one-story porch tha t  extends t o  the north 
and south elevations. The porch has unfluted columns on stone p l in ths  and br ick pedestals 
and a wooden balustrade with turned balusters .  The porch is covered by a shed roof with 
a pediment a t  the  main entrance. Modillions embellish the porch's eaves. The main 
entrance consis ts  of a transom-light doorway tha t  re ta ins  i ts  or ig ina l  glass  and wood- 
paneled door. The transom is topped by a stone l i n t e l .  The rear  (east )  entrance is 
located within a two-story entrance tower topped by a pyramidal roof. Access is gained 
through three round-arch openings that  lead to  a doorway similar i n  treatment t o  that  found 
on the f ron t  (west) elevation. The principal windows consist  of rectangular openings with 
111 hung-sash topped by rough-hewn stone l i n t e l s .  The north elevation has round, half- 
round, and square openings. The hipped roof i s  broken by gable-, hipped-, and conical- 
roofed dormers with square casement windows. The roof l i n e  is fur ther  enhanced by a conical 
roof that  covers a corner tower and a l so  by a number of chimney stacks. The eaves have 
both brackets and modillions. The ex te r ior  wall  surface is embellished with terra-cotta 
moldings worked i n  geometric panels. The main roof is covered by imbricated-patterned 
s l a t e ;  the porch roof i s  covered with sheet metal. 

Holly Lawn has a corner h a l l  plan where the main s t a i r  i s  located. The open-well 
s t a i r  is the most elaborate i n t e r io r  feature  and has turned balusters ,  a molded handrail,  
and a carved newel. The newel has applied Ionic p i l a s t e r s  and carved acanthus leaves. 
The or ig ina l  f i n i a l ,  most l i ke ly  an urn, has been removed. Located between the f i r s t  and 
second f loors ,  the s t a i r  landing i s  distinguished by a semicircular balcony tha t  has 
turned balusters  and a molded handrail.  I n  addit ion t o  the h a l l ,  the pr incipal  rooms on 
the f i r s t  f loor  a r e  the l ib ra ry ,  par lor ,  and dining room. The l i b ra ry  was or iginal ly  a 
small s i t t i n g  room and has a carved oak mantel. The windows and doorways have molded 
archi t rave trim with turned corner blocks. The or ig ina l  louvred in t e r io r  shut ters ,  a 
typical  feature  of houses of t h i s  period, have been retained. A plas te r  ce i l ing  cornice 
fur ther  embellishes the  room. The parlor mantel and ce i l ing  a r e  s imilar ly  treated.  The 
dining room has a mantel and mirrored overmantel with a glazed t i l e  surround. The second 
f loor  consis ts  of bedchambers, and the mantels a r e  similar i n  treatment t o  those found 
on the f i r s t  f loor.  I n  a l l  probabil i ty the  mantels were made by the Richmond Wood Working 
Company, being similar t o  those i l l u s t r a t ed  i n  the company's 1902 catalogue. Decorative 
cast-metal f i rep lace  coverings with garlands, swags, and figures a r e  retainedLthroughout the 
house. A round arch dist inguishes two former master bedrooms on the second floor.  The rear  
f i r s t - f l oo r  ki tchen has been modernized so as  t o  continue to  serve i t s  intended use. The 
pantry r e t a in s  its extensive storage c lose t s  a;ld cupboards. The servant 's  quarters now 
serve a s  an apartment. 

(See Continuation Sheet 111) 



811 Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
- 1800-1899 
X - 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric k community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics -1lterature -sculpture 
X architecture -education - mllitary - soclall 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian - commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention X other (specify) 

Specific dates 190 1 BuilderIArchitect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

S i tua ted  among c l u s t e r s  of mature oak and h o l l y  t r e e s  i n  what formerly w a s  a turn- 
of-the-century s t r e e t c a r  suburb of Richmond, Holly Lawn is  a superb Queen Anne-style 
res idence  t h a t  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  b e s t  suburban a r c h i t e c t u r e  of i ts  period.  B u i l t  
i n  1901 f o r  Andrew Bierne Blair, a prominent Richmond insurance agent ,  t h e  house is more 
c l o s e l y  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  D r .  Ennion G. Williams, who made Holly Lawn h i s  r e s idence  f o r  
nea r ly  twenty yea r s  fol lowing h i s  appointment a s  t h e  Commonwealth's f i r s t  Commissioner of 
Publ ic  d e a l t h  i n  1308. l i i l l i ams wag a f i g u r e  of n a t i o n a l  importance i n  t h e  publ ic  h e a l t h  
movement of t h e  p rogres s ive  e r a .  Under h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  V i rg in i a ' s  h e a l t h  board ranked 
among t h e  f i r s t  such departments i n  t h e  country t o  apply s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge t o  t h e  im- 
provement of pub l i c  hygiene by a system of prevention a s  w e l l  a s  cure .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

With i ts  i r r e g u l a r i t y  of p lan  and massing, Holly Lawn is a prime example of a f u l l y  
developed Queen Anne res idence ,  r ep resen t ing  a s t r i k i n g  depa r tu re  from t h e  more r egu la r  
town houses then being b u i l t  w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  proper.  More t y p i c a l  of Richmond housing is 
t h e  prominence given t o  Holly Lawn's porch, a t r a d i t i o n a l l y  pronounced f e a t u r e  of Southern 
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  Richmond's dwell ings from t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  century.  The 
i n t e r i o r  woodwork appears  t o  b e  a product of t h e  Richmond Wood Working Company, a s  i t  
p a r a l l e l s  p l a t e s  i n  t h e  company's 1902 catalogue.  The house s t ands  i n  a turn-of-the- 
century suburb of Richmond t h a t  was annexed t o  t h e  c i t y  i n  1914. Associated w i t h  t h e  
development of Sherwood Park t o  t h e  south and Ginter  Park t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  a r e a  was 
described e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  by Douglas Taylor i n  a promotional booklet  e n t i t l e d  Suburban 
Ref lec t ions  (ca. 1901): "In a l l  Vi rg in i a  ... t h e r e  could not  be  found a more b e a u t i f u l  
s ec t ion  than  t h a t  embraced i n  t h e  northwestern suburbs of t h e  c i t y  of Richm nd, o r  more 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  ad jacen t  t o  Brook Turnpike and Hermitage Road."' The r e a l  e s t a t e  
agent  mentions t h e  "new handsome res idence  of M r .  A. Bierne B l a i r "  i n  h i s  d i scuss ion  
of p ic turesque  houses i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Sherwood Park and t h e  Union Theological  Seminary. 

I n  1902 t h e  B l a i r s  so ld  t h e  spacious house t o  Charles B. Cooke of S t .  Louis.  The 
George Gibson family occupied t h e  house between 1907 and 1909; not  u n t i l  1913 d i d  t h e  
dwelling become t h e  home of t h e  Ennion G. Williams family,  w i th  whom i t  is most c l o s e l y  
assoc ia ted .  According t o  family members, D r .  Williams gave t h e  proper ty  i t s  name because 
of t h e  l a r g e  number of h o l l y  t r e e s  s c a t t e r e d  on i t s  lawn. 

Ennion G. Williams w a s  born i n  1874 i n t o  a prominent Richmond bus iness  family. 
According t o  h i s  s i s t e r ,  M r s .  Maria W. Williams, w r i t i n g  f o r  her  grandchi ldren  i n  1953, 
D r .  Williams decided t o  pursue medicine when q u i t e  young. H e  received h i s  educat ion a t  
the  Univers i ty  of V i rg in i a  and spen t  s e v e r a l  yea r s  i n  New York, Phi lade lphia ,  and Munich, 
Germany, where he  became p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  prevent ive  medicine. A t  a time when 
progress ive  Virg in ians  were j u s t  beginning t o  recognize  t h e  need f o r  p o s i t i v e  government 
a c t i o n  t o  promote t h e  gene ra l  wel fare ,  Williams re turned  t o  Richmond wi th  a convic t ion  
I, t h a t  it was more important t o  keep people from g e t t i n g  s i c k  than t o  make them w e l l  a f t e r  

(See Continuat ion Sheet $1) 
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7. Descr ip t ion  

The a d d i t i o n  of 1973 c o n s i s t s  of a one-story annex cons t ruc ted  of buff-colored b r i ck .  
It is connected t o  t h e  no r th  w a l l  of t h e  res idence  by a smal l  hyphen which se rves  a s  a 
h a l l .  The a d d i t i o n  con ta ins  t h e  Garden Club's  meeting room. The r e a r  ( e a s t )  yard has  
been turned i n t o  a parking l o t .  

RCC 

8. S ign i f i cance  

they go t  sick."2 

D r .  Williams began t o  t ransform t h i s  i d e a l  i n t o  r e a l i t y  upon h i s  e l e c t i o n  t o  Rich- 
mond's Common Council  i n  1905. During h i s  term a s  councilman he pressed success fu l ly  f o r  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a c i t y  h e a l t h  department.  He was e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  obta in ing  a 
publ ic  h o s p i t a l  s e p a r a t e  from t h e  almshouse, be l i ev ing  t h a t  i t  was Richmond's duty  t o  
provide t h e  ind igen t  w i th  a f r e e  h o s p i t a l ,  s t a f f e d  by volunteer  doc to r s  and n u r ~ e s . ~  
Because i t  had become inc reas ing ly  c l e a r  t h a t  crowded c i t i e s  i n v i t e d  t h e  r ap id  spread 
of contagious d i seases ,  Williams a l s o  f e l t  i t  imperat ive t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  governing body 
maintain a s a f e  pub l i c  water  supply and adequate sewer f a c i l i t i e s .  

With passage of t h e  g r e a t l y  s t rengthened publ ic  h e a l t h  b i l l  advocated by Governor 
Claude Swanson i n  1908, Williams was appointed Commissioner of Heal th f o r  t h e  Commonwealth, 
a pos t  he he ld  continuously under s i x  succeeding governors u n t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  1931. 
Wil l iams's  tenure  a s  commissioner was a s  f r u i t f u l  a s  i t  was long. Through h i s  e f f o r t s ,  
t h e  Catawba Sanitorium f o r  t h e  t reatment  of t ube rcu la r  p a t i e n t s  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  Reflect-  
i ng  h i s  s t rong  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  v a l u e  of educat ing t h e  pub l i c  about  methods t o  promote good 
hea l th ,  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  department i ssued  a s e r i e s  of f r e e  b u l l e t i n s  on such important 
t o p i c s  a s  t h e  t reatment  of contagious d i s e a s e s ,  p ro tec t ing  s a f e  water  supp l i e s ,  cons t ruc t -  
ing  p r i v i e s  s o  a s  t o  prevent  t h e  spread of germs, and proper p r e n a t a l  c a r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
i n s t r u c t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  f o r  school  c h i l d r e n  encouraging t h e  development of good h e a l t h  
h a b i t s .  Williams not  only be l ieved  i n  s t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of communicable 
d i s e a s e s  and f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of water and waste  water ,  b u t  he  a l s o  f e l t  i t  was t h e  pro- 
v ince  of government t o  provide c a r e  and a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  wi th  phys ica l  de fec t s .  
H i s  philosophy, which was i n  tune  wl th  progress ive  th inking  of t h e  time, s t r e s s e d  t h a t  
whi le  d e l i v e r y  of h e a l t h  c a r e  t o  ind iv idua l s  must be  l e f t  up t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  medical com- 
munity, t h e  s t a t e  had t h e  major r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  overseeing t h e  gene ra l  well-being of 
its c i t i z e n s .  According t o  h i s  obi tuary  i n  t h e  Richmond Times-Dispatch, he won h i s  
nationwide r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h e  pub l i c  h e a l t h  f i e l d  a s  a pioneer  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
s c i e n t i f i c  methods of prevent ive  medicine t o  t h e  improvement of publ ic  h ~ g i e n e . ~  It is 
a testament t o  h i s  s t a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  Surgeon General of t h e  United S t a t e s  served a s  a pa l l -  
bea re r  a t  h i s  fune ra l .  

Throughout t h e  period of h i s  a c t i v e  p ro fes s iona l  l i f e ,  D r .  and Mrs. Williams con- 
t inued t o  r e s i d e  a t  Holly Lawn. Its convenient l oca t ion ,  commodious rooms, and b e a u t i f u l ,  
park-l ike atmosphere combined t o  make i t  an i d e a l  p l ace  t o  r a i s e  a family of e i g h t  ch i ld ren .  
Accenting h i s  devotion t o  home and family,  h i s  biographer i n  The Encyclopedia of Virg in ia  
Biography d e c l a r e s  t h a t  he was "emphatically a home man; h i s  g r e a t e s t  enjoyment being 

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2) 
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8. Sign i f i cance  

found there,"5 a p o r t r a i t  t h a t  is preserved even more v i v i d l y  i n  h i s  fami ly ' s  correspondence. 
H i s  s i s t e r  Maria (Mrs. Lewis C. Williams) r e c a l l s  a s p e c i a l  Christmas when D r .  Williams 
and h i s  family decided t o  forego g i f t s  i n  order  t o  prepare anonymously a Christmas f e a s t  
wi th  p resen t s  and a t r e e  f o r  a poor family i n  t h e  neighborhood. She w r i t e s ,  "a happier  
family never gathered around a b r e a k f a s t  t a b l e  than t h e  group of Ennion Williamses on t h a t  
Christmas morning. "6 

I n  1950 M r s .  Ennion Williams so ld  Holly Lawn t o  M r .  Graham Pembroke, whose family 
res ided  t h e r e  u n t i l  1966. While t h e  house today se rves  a s  t h e  headquar te rs  and l i b r a r y  
of t h e  Richmond Council of Garden Clubs, who purchased i t  i n  1969 and added t h e  present  
audi tor ium wing i n  1973, i t  remains i n  i ts  s e t t i n g  of l a r g e  oak and h o l l y  t r e e s  a n  appro- 
p r i a t e  symbol f o r  t h e  man whom Vi rg in ius  Dabney has  c a l l e d  "one of t h e  most dedicated publ ic  
se rvan t s  i n  Vi rg in i a  h i s t o r y  . I t 7  

FOOTNOTES 

l ~ o u ~ l a s  Taylor.  Suburban Ref l ec t ions ,  published be fo re  1902, unpaged. Valent ine  
Museum Archives, Richmond, Virg in ia .  

2Maria W. Williams, "Grandmother's Christmas Story:  1953." Copy i n  Vi rg in i a  
H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comnis s i~n  Archives, Richmond, VA. 

3 ~ n n i o n  G. Williams, "A General C i t y  Hospi ta l  and t h e  New Colored Almshouse" 
T r e a t i s e ,  1907. 

4~ichmond Times-Dispatch, June 7, 1931, p. 1. 

5 ~ y o n  G. Tyler ,  ed. Encyclopedia of V i rg in i a  Biography, Vol. V. (New York: 
Lewis H i s t o r i c a l  Publ i sh ing  Company, 1915) p. 772. 

h a r i a  W.  Williams, Ib id .  

7 ~ i r g i n i u s  Dabney, Virg in ia :  The New Dominion (New York: Doubleday and Co., Inc. ,  
1971) p. 451. 
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10. Boundary Descr ip t ion  and J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

Ave.; thence extending 307.46' N along s a i d  s i d e ;  thence 216.40' E; thence 80' S; thence 
125' E t o  W s i d e  of Chevy Chase S t . ;  thence 150.24' S a long s a i d  s i d e ;  thence 175.18' 

W; thence about  90' S along a l l e y ;  thence about 180' W t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  Richmond 
City Assessor Map Reference N000-2176/025 (Block N2176, p a r c e l  25). 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The nominated proper ty  f o r  Holly Lawn c o n s i s t s  of 2% a c r e s .  
It inc ludes  t h e  house, t h e  auditor ium, and t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  y a r d s .  The proper ty  extends 
from Hermitage Road t o  Chevy Chase S t r e e t .  
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2% ac res  

Quadrangle name Richmond, Va. 

UMT References 
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Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary . .. . description ~. and justiflcation 
5 - - . .  - 

Beginning a t  a po in t  on E. s i d e  of Hermitage Rd., about  250' N of i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Nottoway 
(S&e Continuat ion Sheet #3) 

List ai l  states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/ A code 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated algnlflcance of this property within the state Is: 

- national X - state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer a1 Historic Pr0servatlon Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
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according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Herl 
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