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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

For 45 years this was the home of the great Chief Justice, John Marshall
Built in 1790, just as Marshall was emerging as leader of the Federal-
ist party in Virginia, the house served as his home until the end of
his distinguished judicial career. Marshall remained in Washington
much of the time during his brief career in Congress and in President
John Adams' cabinet, but after he became Chief Justice in 1801 he was
able to spend much time at home. Altogether his judicial duties, in
Washington and on circuit in Richmond and Raleigh, consumed an average
of less than six months a year, and most of his remaining time was
spent in Richmond. Many of his important opinions undoubtedly were
written at home, and on innumerable occasions he hosted distinguished
leaders in all branches of American life. No other site is so closely
associated with this giant among American jurists.

The house, a square brick building originally containing six rooms and
basement, were altered in 1810 by the addition of a downstairs bedroom
in the rear. Its only exterior ornamentation are a pedimented gable,
modillioned cornice and two small formal porches. The interior is
pleasingly but not lavishly decorated.

Status: The John Marshall House is owned by the City of Richmond, and
is administered by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia
Antiquities, which has its headquarters there. The John Marshall

High School, built on that block after the City acquired the property
from Marshall heirs some 50 years ago, crowds closely upon the house.
All of the original outbuildings were destroyed at that time, and the
house itself was saved only by the last-minute intervention of inter-
ested citizens. The house is furnished with Marshall and period items,
and a small museum upstairs contains memorabilia, including one of
Marshall's judicial robes. The house is open to visitors.

BOUNDARIES: Building is located on northeast corner of 9th and
Marshall Streets, Richmond. Entrance to building faces Marshall

Street,
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For 45 years this was the home of the famed Chief Justice of

the U. S, Supreme Court. During his distinguished judicial
career, sessions of the Court were so spaced that Marshall was
able to spend much of his time at this structure in Richmond,
where many of his important opinions on constitutional questions
were undoubtedly written.
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