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For 45 yea r s  t h i s  was t h e  home of t h e  g r e a t  Chief J u s t i c e ,  John Marshal 
B u i l t  i n  1790, j u s t  as Marshal l  was emerging a s  l e a d e r  of t h e  Federal- 
ist p a r t y  i n  Vi rg in i a ,  t h e  house served  a s  h i s  home u n t i l  t h e  end of 
h i s  d i s t ingu i shed  j u d i c i a l  c a r e e r .  Marshal l  remained i n  Washington 
much of t h e  time dur ing  h i s  b r i e f  c a r e e r  i n  Congress and i n  P res iden t  
John Adams' c a b i n e t ,  bu t  a f t e r  he  became Chief J u s t i c e  i n  1801 he  was 
a b l e  t o  spend much time a t  home. Al together  h i s  j u d i c i a l  d u t i e s ,  i n  
Washington and on c i r c u i t  i n  Richmond and Raleigh,  consumed an average 
of l e s s  than  s i x  months a y e a r ,  and most of h i s  remaining time was 
spent  i n  Richmond. Many of h i s  important  opin ions  undoubtedly were 
w r i t t e n  a t  home, and on innumerable occasions he  hos ted  d i s t ingu i shed  
l e a d e r s  i n  a l l  branches of American l i f e .  No o t h e r  s i te  is s o  c l o s e l y  
a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  t h i s  g i a n t  among American j u r i s t s .  

- -. - -- -- - .- - 

CONDITION 

S t a tus :  The John Marshal l  House is owned by t h e  C i ty  of Richmond, and 
is adminis te red  by t h e  Associa t ion  f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i r g i n i a  
A n t i q u i t i e s ,  which has  i ts  headquar ters  t he re .  The John Marshal l  
High School,  b u i l t  on t h a t  b lock  a f t e r  t h e  C i ty  acquired t h e  proper ty  
from Marshal l  h e i r s  some 50 y e a r s  ago, crowds c l o s e l y  upon t h e  house. 
A l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  ou tbu i ld ings  were destroyed a t  t h a t  t ime,  and t h e  
house i t s e l f  was saved only by t h e  last-minute i n t e r v e n t i o n  of i n t e r -  
e s t e d  c i t i z e n s .  The house i s  furn ished  wi th  Marshal l  and per iod  i t e m s .  
and a sma l l  museum u p s t a i r s  con ta ins  memorabilia,  i nc lud ing  one of 
Marshal l ' s  j u d i c i a l  robes. The house is open t o  v i s i t o r s .  

The house, a squa re  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  conta in ing  s i x  rooms and 
basement, w e r e  a l t e r e d  i n  1810 by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a downstairs  bedroom 
i n  t h e  r e a r .  Its only  e x t e r i o r  ornamentation a r e  a pedimented gable ,  
modil l ioned co rn ice  and two sma l l  formal  porches. The i n t e r i o r  is 
p leas ing ly  b u t  not  l a v i s h l y  decorated.  

b .  BOUNDARIES: Building i s  loca ted  on n o r t h e a s t  corner  of 9 t h  and 
Marshal l  S t r e e t s ,  Richmond. Entrance t o  b u i l d i n g  f a c e s  Marshal l  
S t r e e t .  
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For 45 y e a r s  t h i s  was t h e  home of  t h e  famed Chief J u s t i c e  of 
the U. S .  Supreme Court.  During h i s  d i s t ingu i shed  j u d i c i a l  
c a r e e r ,  s e s s i o n s  of t h e  Court were s o  spaced t h a t  Marshal l  was 
a b l e  t o  spend much of h i s  time a t  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Richmond, 
where many of h i s  important  opin ions  on c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  ques t ions  
were undoubtedly w r i t t e n .  



Alber t  J. Beveridge, The L i f e  of John Marshal l  ( 4  v o l s . ,  Boston, 
1916-1919); Edward S.  Corwin, John Marshal l  and t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  
(New York, 1919); Mary W. S c o t t ,  Houses of Old Richmond (Richmond, 
1941) . 
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