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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Morson's Row consists of three townhouses each having three stories and a
flat roof. Although built of brick, the facade of the row is stuccoed.
Characteristic of the Italianate style, the row features heavy bracketed
cornices, arched door enframements, and elaborately molded consoled lintels
over the windows. The distinctive feature of the row is the off-center,
two-bay bow on each house which gives the row an undulating quality.
Another interesting feature is the difference in levels of the houses
necessitated by the grade of the lot. Fortunately the houses retain most
Qf their original interiors, including mahogany doors and marble mantels.
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The three Victorian townhouses comprising Morson's Row were erected in 185]
"by James Marion Morson as rental properties. The houses passed through
several hands after they were sold by the Morson family, and are now
separately owned.

The distinctive bow fronts on the group are reminiscent of a form widely
used in Boston rows, most notably in Louisburg Square. They were used not
only to add rhythm to the facade, but to increase the light for the rooms
within. '

Besides being a fine example of the Italianate style, the row serves an
extremely important function by providing a lively termination for the
east end of Capitol Street which borders the north side of Capitol Square.
Morson's Row also forms a harmonizing backdrop for the Governor's Mansion.
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